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or three decades, DracON
Fmagazine has been the

official periodical of the
DunceEONs & DRAGONS game.
From introducing important
monsters like the bulette, mind
flayer, and ankheg, to previewing
popular campaign settings like
the ForgoTTEN REALMS and
DRAGONLANCE, DRAGON has played an
integral role in D&D’s development.

Years ago, the editors of Dracon
used to compile the best articles
from recent issues into special
editions called the Best of DracoN.
The practice ended in 1986 with the
fifth volume in the series. Since then,
excellent material from DRrRacon’s pages has come
and gone, some sneaking its way into official D&D
products and some slipping away into the bookshelf-
bound obscurity of an old magazine collection.

In 2003, Paizo Publishing hitupon theidea of producing
hardcover compilations of articles and adventures from
the Dracon and DUNGEON back catalogues, updated for
play in the current edition of the D&D game. Our first
hardcover, the Shackled City Adventure Path, was released
in August to excellent reviews. But the second book was
really the first one we had imagined, and initial work
began on it more than two years ago.

In my original vision, the Dracon Compendium
would be a hardcover version of the old Best of Dragons,
compiling excellent articles from the magazine's history
and updating them to the most recent version of the
game, so that all of those great gems that should have
made it into the “canon” of printed material could finally
appear in a single easy-to-reference source compatible

5 . he.

with the game we're all
playing right now. To

begin the herculean
task of  assembling
this monster, I spent

several weeks with Paizo’s
complete printed archive
of every issue of DRACON
and Dracon’s predecessor,
a slim black and white
newsletter called The Strategic

2 Review, which comprised
= ' seven issues printed between
- : 1975 and 1976.

As 1 combed through

DRAGON gotifs start as The Strategic Review, the archive, T began marking
a newsletter that ran from 1975-1976.

articles that caught my eye
with colored post-it notes. Yellow denoted items
of historical interest to the D&D game, such as old
advertisements or essays from the likes of Gary Gygax
or Ed Greenwood. Blue was for monsters, green was
for magic items, red for new classes, and so on. I'd
remembered many of these excellent articles from the
first time they appeared, or from the excellent (and now
quite rare) CD-ROM compilation of Dracon’s first
250 issues. It took weeks, but I finally made it through
every single issue, and by the time I was done I not only
had a better understanding of the magazine’s history
and how I might better edit the modern Dracon, but
I also had dozens of hanging file folders stuffed with
photocopies of every single article that had caught my
eye on the first pass.

This spelled trouble, because there was just no way
we could reprint all of the great material that had
originally seen publication in the pages of Dracon.
The monsters alone would have filled three 256-page



books, and I only had one to
work with. Clearly, the book
couldn’t be the definitive

guide to the best material

from  Dracon,  simply
because no book could
possibly hope to contain all
of the great articles that have
appeared in DRACON'S pages

back in June of 1976.

That's why we're calling this
editionthe Dracon Compendium,
Volume 1. Our expectation is
that the book’s sales will justify
further volumes in the series, so
that we might do a book aimed at
planar or “Oriental Adventures”
material, and we might even do compilations of
material germane to the official campaign settings. For
this first installment, however, we've decided to aim at a
general audience, providing top-quality material useful
to all players and Dungeon Masters.

This volume of the Compendium features five PC
classes (the diabolus, diopsid, dvati, lupin, and tibbit),
seven standard classes (ranging from the battle
dancer to the savant to the sha'ir), 10 prestige classes
(including the arcanopath monk, the flux adept, and
the osteomancer), and dozens of feats and magic
items culled from the best Dracon articles in the
magazine's history. But the Compendium is more than a
simple collection of classes, spells, and magic items. It
also features a lengthy chapter called “Classics,” which
reprints popular feature articles like “The Glyphs of
Cerilon,” from way back in issue #s50, Ed Greenwood’s
“Runestones” article from Dracon #69, and Gary
Jordan's infamous “Tesseracts (or, Making Meticulous
Mappers Mad),” from issue #17. The articles in this
section span three decades and three editions of the
DuNGEONS & DRAGONS game, and represent a selection

ﬁylc best DrRacon has to offer.

. S

Today, under the aegis of Paizo Publishing, DRAGON
proudly continues 30 years of tradition with 100%
official DuncEONS & DRAGONS content.

Lastly, we round
out the volume with
more than two dozen

monsters (including
the orange, yellow, and
purple dragons) and
an appendix filled with
lists of wondrous places,
tests to determine the
efficacy of your favorite
dice, the famous “Good

Hits and Bad Misses”

critical hit and fumble

charts, a pronunciation
guide, and more.

Looking over the almost-
final printouts, I'm not only
amazed by how many great
articles we managed to update and include, but I'm also
stunned by how much amazing material remains to be
culled for future volumes in what we hope will become
a continuing series.

2006 marks DRAGON’s 3oth anniversary. In the last
three decades we've seen several editions of the D&D
rules. Favorite authors and artists have come and gone,
and nearly a dozen editors-in-chief have brought their
own vision to the magazine. But DRACON's commitment
to creative and design innovation has always remained
its most important goal and its defining purpose. The
Dracon Compendium, Volume 1 presents just a slice
of the best material from Dracon’s proud history.
Much, much more remains to be discovered. As a wise
adventurer once said, the greatest adventure begins
with a single step. I invite you to take that step with me
into the DraAGON's lair.

We shall not be coming back soon.

"'f Exq"uff!vi_ &t;::x_-

Erik Mona

Editor-in-Chief
DracoN & DUNGEON
September 21, 2005




v
b
r.’
I'\l
as®
—

he races presented in this chapter originated
I in a wide variety of sources. Only one of them,

the diopsid, originally appeared as a player
character race. Even the lupin and diaboli made their
first appearances as monstrous enemies. Each race
offers a unique ability or trait that makes playingita
memorable experience. The new races, and their
distinguishing characteristics, are as follows.

Diabolus: These natives of the Plane of
Shadow have a sinister appearance that belies
their true nature. Their poison sting makes them
daunting enemies.

Diopsid: The hulking diopsids are humanoid beetles.
With their multiple arms, diopsids can wield a pair of
two-handed weapons simultaneously.

Dvati: The bizarre dvati are a set of twins linked by
a single soul. In battle, they form a potent duo against
their enemies,

Lupin: The savage lupins are wolflike humanoids.
Masters of the wilderness, the lupins’ keen sense of
smell makes them unmatched trackers.

Tibbit: Also known as catweres, tibbits are small
humanoids who have the ability to shift into the form
of an unobtrusive house cat.

Diabolus

by Mike McArtor, DRAGON #327, January 2005

Originating on a distant plane, the diaboli appear to
many humanoid cultures as nightmares incarnate.
They have dispersed across the infinite planes as much
to spread their creed of benevolent chaos as to escape
the rampant horrors of an invading reality.

Diaboli hail from a demiplane just slightly out
of phase with the rest of the multiverse. Called by
humanoids the Demiplane of Nightmares, this realm
borders coterminously with the Region of Dreams and
the Ethereal Plane. Unfortunately for the diaboli and
the creatures that share their frightening home, the
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boundaries between their reality and those of the Far
Realm—a place that exists outside of reality from which
pseudonatural creatures originate—seem particularly
thin. As such, the maddeningly chaotic taint of the
Far Realm constantly seeps into the Demiplane of
Nightmares like a breached dam trickling water.

On their home demiplane, the diaboli act much as
humans do on the Material Plane: they farm, hunt, build
villages and towns, interact peacefully with some of the
creatures they share their home with, and they violently
oppose others. Some diaboli become philosophers of
renown, while others skulk the dark alleyways waiting
for their next mark.

Unlike humans, diaboli have a unifying belief in
the superiority of anarchy. They build their societies
around the belief that since they cannot provably

K



TABLE 1-1: RACIAL ABILITY

ADJUSTMENTS
RACE ABILITY ADJUSTMENTS FAvoreD CLASS
Diaboli None Sorcerer
Diopsid  +2 Con,-2 Dex, -2 Int Barbarian
Dvati None Bard
Lupin None Ranger
Tibbit +2 Dex, -2 Str Rogue

TABLE 1-2: RANDOM STARTING AGES

Race ApuLTHOOD
Diaboli 16 + 1d6 years
Diopsid 3 + 1d4 years
Dvati 80 + 8d6 years
Lupin 14 + 1d6 years
Tibbit 14 + 1d6 years

TABLE 1-3: AGING EFFECTS

MippLE MAXIMUM
Race AGE OLp VENERABLE AGE
Diaboli 40 65 80 +2d20
Diopsid 10 15 20 +1d8
Dvati 150 250 400 +4d%
Lupin 30 45 60 +2d10
Tibbit 125 200 300 +3d%

TABLE 1—-4: RANDOM HEIGHT
AND WEIGHT

BAse HEeIGHT BAsE  WEIGHT

Race HEIGHT MoDIFIER WEIGHT MODIFIER
Diaboli, female 4’6" +2d8 90 |b. x(2d4)Ib.
Diaboli, male 4’8" +2d8  1101b. x(2d4)Ib.
Diopsid 6'2"  +2d8  2001b. x(2d4)Ib.
Dvati, female 4’5"  +2d6 90 Ib. x(1dé)Ib.
Dvati, male 47" +2d6 951b. x(1ds) Ib.
Lupin, female 4’5" +2d8 851b. x(2d4)Ib.
Lupin,male  4'10" +2d8 120 |b. x(2d4)Ib.
Tibbit, female 2’6" +2d4 30 Ib. x1lb.

Tibbit, male 2561 +2d4 30 Ib. %:14b.

define any one form of government as better than
any other they must simply live without governments.
Despite their chaotic natures, diaboli strongly believe
in traditions and ancient mores that continue to
maintain their societies. Along with these strong and
repeatedly proven customs, diaboli hold together
their otherwise free-willed societies with a mixture
of traditions, taboos, customs, and a strong sense of
fair play. “Do what thou wilt but harm none” unifies
the diaboli and acts as the great truth from which all

\ Y_jitions and taboos grow.
k
- .

Societies of diaboli on the Material Plane seem at once
both oddly familiar and strangely disconcerting. They
build their villages in a haphazard manner, seemingly
withoutanyconsideration for the defense of structures—
much less with an eye toward moving around effectively
between the buildings. Their buildings resemble ruins,
with beams and timbers protruding at odd angles
from leaning stone walls. Various colors of paint cover
random areas of the structures, camouflaging them
somewhat from a distance.

While diaboli martial technology lags well behind
the civilized races of the Material Plane, their more
cerebral aspects of culture far exceed those of most
races. They spare no amount of energy or wealth
developing advanced forms of philosophy and art. Most
diaboli promote a level of tolerance and generosity far
more liberal and welcoming than any Material Plane
humanoid race, with the sole exception of their attitude
toward humans, whom they detest above all others. The
diaboli view humans as hideous devils or demons in
much the same way that humans view them.

Because interaction with the dangerous and
unpredictable Far Realm is becoming increasingly
frequent, the diaboli constantly develop techniques to
combat the corrupting taint of that frightening plane.
Many sages suggest the diaboli’s losing battle against
the encroaching taint of the Far Realm causes their
immigration to the Material Plane. While some diaboli
still live in the Region of Dreams, most have emigrated
to the various worlds of the Material Plane as well as the
Ethereal and Astral Planes.

Personality: In their own home realms, diaboli serve
as the equivalent of humans. As such, they possess a
wide variety of personalities. Unlike humans, however,
the great majority of diaboli live chaotic, disorderly
lives, The spectrum of personalities exhibited by diaboli
is therefore somewhat narrower than that of humans,
but still much wider in its possibilities than most other
Material Plane humanoids. Diaboli generally reflect
only the gentler, less frightening aspects of chaos in
their personalities. Many reflect this chaos with extreme
absent-mindedness, mild to severe mood swings, wild
bouts of creativity, and generally mercurial natures.

Physical Description: Fearsome in form if not
personality, diaboli often elicit reactions of fear or
loathing from those who see them. Silhouetted at a
distance, a diabolus might pass as a thin-legged human.
Once details become apparent, any resemblance to
humans quickly disappears.

The torso, arms, and head of a diabolus have
humanlike musculature and structure, but its legs
resemble those of a ram or goat. Diaboli also have long
tails that end in small barbs. Small vestigial horns rise
from the top of a diabolus’s head and its elflike pointed
ears stick out at severe angles. A diabolus’s hands appear
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humanlike except they lack a fifth small finger, rather
having three fingers and a thumb.

Diaboli skin color ranges from mauve and lavender
to the deepest near-black violets. In addition to skin
color, diaboli vary in the amount of hair they can grow.
Bare diaboli grow no hair over the entirety of their
bodies. Commeon diaboli grow white and silver hair just
as humans do, and males often wear long but
well-groomed beards. Hirsute diaboli also
grow coarse, white, goatlike
hair from the waist down.
Diaboli of all three types
share the same abilities;
any differences among
them form culturally.

All diaboli have reptilian
eyes ranging from angry reds
to bright yellows. Their long
tongues fork like those of snakes
and provide the diaboli with
similar olfactory clues. Wide,
prominent noses dominate
their faces.

Relations: Diaboli
innately fear most
and
humanoids
they meet
find

the forms of

humans

and
such  creatures
repulsive. For their
part,manyhumansand
humanoids feel the same
way about diaboli. Only
rarely do the two groups put aside their revulsion
of one another and make attempts to communicate and
trade. Even after the diaboli and native humanoids set
up peaceful lines of communication, a tension always
exists between two such groups. At worst, this quiet
unease leads to cool but respectful meetings, but even
at best a gathering of diaboli and humanoids brings
about an air of extreme politeness, as if both sides fear
insulting or otherwise provoking the other.
Adventurers from both sides often make the initial
steps of peaceful communication—many find it difficult
not to befriend those with whom they frequently face
lethal dangers. Because they themselves often live at
the fringe of their societies, adventurers often judge a
companion not by appearance but by competence, and
most diaboli adventurers prove quite competent.
Alignment: A carefree chaos fills the hearts of
diaboli and they constantly seek to spread the joys of
such liberation among those with whom they interact.
Freedom and spontaneity mark the lives of the diaboli,
. 4
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but they seldom force their gently chaotic beliefs on
others. This love of freedom marks them as almost
universally chaotic good creatures. Some drift from
the benevolent aspects of chaos—becoming engulfed
or driven to horrible acts by it—developing into either
chaotic neutral or chaotic evil. Those tiny few who
forsake chaos for neutrality find themselves shunned
and exiled. Neither history nor folklore

record any mention of a lawful diabolus.
Diaboli Lands: In their native
demiplane, diaboli form
small pockets of relatively
peaceful societies that
can span several hundred
square miles, They fill
much the same position
as humans on the Material

Plane: vibrant, expansive, and

relatively easy to work with. On
the Material Plane they form small
anarchic but peaceful communities

far away from humanoids and
other intelligent creatures.
Religion: As their home
demiplane touches on both
the Region of Dreams and
the Ethereal Plane, and
suffers the Far Realm’s
foul taint, diaboli
have strong taboos
concerning  disbelief
They never take anything
at face value, as mind-bending
reality twists occur near their original
homes so frequently. Diaboli lack deities
as most humans understand them, and instead
seem to worship ideas like anarchy, chaos, freedom, and
wonder. Their religious practices lack dogmatic rote, and
most diaboli worship alone and spontaneously. Diaboli
clerics, although rare, do exist. They often choose from
the following domains: Chaos, Destruction, Luck, Magic,
Protection, Travel, and Trickery.

Language: Diaboli speak their own language,
Diabolan. Diabolan words make frequent use of harsh,
guttural hisses and the unique physiologic structure of’
the diaboli’s forked tongue. While not difficult to learn,
most humanoids of the Material Plane find mastery of
Diabolan impossible. Most words in Diabolan contain
soft “f" “s,”" “th,” and “z” sounds.

Many diaboli also learn to communicate simple
ideas by twirling and positioning their tails in a sort of
elaborate code. The purely visual diaboli tail code can
convey even complicated concepts, but it takes roughly
twice as long to express something in the diaboli tail
code as in any spoken language. Any creature that can

v



PLANES NOT ON THE GREAT WHEEL
The diaboli's description assumes the existence of two
unusual places in your campaign's cosmology.

The Far Realm: First introduced in The Gates of
Firestorm Peak and frequently mentioned elsewhere
(most recently in Dracon #330), the Far Realm is a place of
‘ unimaginable chaos and insanity. Many of the creatures

that live within the Far Realm have seemingly random
| anatomies—often with masses of wriggling
tentacles or wholly alien appendages.
Lovecraftian in character, the Far Realm is
aveiled and unknowable parallel existence
‘ outside the Great Wheel from which maddening horrors
and malignant intelligences seek to wreak theirimmortal

plots upon the unsuspecting planes.

The Region of Dreams: Introduced as an alternative
plane in the Manual of the Planes, the Region of
Dreams does not exist in the core cosmology of the
Great Wheel. With your DM's permission, you can add
the Region of Dreams as a plane coterminous with
the Material Plane and whatever Transitive, Inner, or
Quter Planes you desire. Like Ererron’s Dal Quor, the
Region of Dreams is where the consciousness goes
when a creature dreams.

see a diabolus using the diaboli tail code may make
a DC 10 Intelligence check to realize the diabolus is
attempting to communicate. Any creature may learn
diaboli tail code, although only creatures with tails of
their own can “speak” it.

Most diaboli who make the journey from their plane
learn to speak Abyssal first, as their forked tongues can
most easily form the words of that language. This leads
to the belief that an inherent evilness exists within
diaboli society. A diabolus who speaks Common does
so with a thick, snakelike accent. r

Names: Chaos influences all aspects of diaboli
life, including their naming patterns—
whatever inscrutable patterns they might
actually take. For the most part, diaboli
have between two and four names, although
some only bear one moniker and others
might claim as many as twelve. No discernable
convention exists for determining how many different
names a diabolus might possess.

Like humans, diaboli maintain a wide spectrum of
names they use. Male diaboli names typically contain
more consonants than female diaboli names. Even that
“rule” lacks any sort of reliable application, however, as
many males have names with no consonant sounds at all.

Male Names: Fih, Hoshaaa, Iniboshog-krs,
Krnthilakeh, Rskeglsth, Slom, Uayaeo.

Female Names: Aut'abothua, Bbothuda, Thab,

‘Oskru, U, Wyrwlak, Z'ligg.
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Family Names: If family names exist, no sage or scholar
has discerned any indication that diaboli use them.

Adventurers: Most diaboli dislike violence and
attempt to live their lives as peacefully as possible.
Those who do take up the dangers of adventuring do
so for several reasons, Many find themselves thrust into
violence to defend their homes from fearful humanoids
who raid and slaughter them. Others take up the
trident in order to forcefully hold back the taint of the
Far Realm that constantly threatens to seep into both
their native demiplane and their adopted homeworlds.
Finally, a few diaboli turn to violence for the same
selfish or exalted reasons as humans: wealth, power,
guardianship, love, lust, or an unquenchable hope that
they can make a better world for their children.

DiaBoLus RAcIAL TRAITS

« Outsider (native): Diaboli are outsiders with the
native subtype. Diaboli have a knack for making
themselves at home on new planes.

+ Chaotic: Diaboli have the chaotic subtype.

+ Medium: As Medium creatures, diaboli have no
special bonuses or penalties due to their size.

« Diaboli base land speed is 30 feet.

« Darkvision: Diaboli can see in the dark up to 60
feet. Darkvision is black and white only, but it
is otherwise like normal sight, and diaboli can
function just fine with no light at all.

» +2 racial bonus on all saving throws against
spells and spell-like effects: Diaboli come from
a demiplane slightly out of phase with other
planes, which gives them some resistance to
magical effects.

« 42 racial bonus on Intimidate checks made against
animals and humanoids. The frightful appearance
and alien psychology of diaboli make them
particularly good at coercing Material Plane natives.

« -2 penalty on Diplomacy, Handle Animal, Perform,
and Sense Motive checks. The hideous appearance
and strange mannerisms of the diaboli make it
difficult for them to interact peaceably with native
humanoids and animals of the Material Plane.

« Weapon Familiarity: Diaboli treat tridents as
simple weapons rather than martial weapons.

+ Natural Attack: Tail. A diabolus can make a secondary
natural attack with its tail (at a -5 penalty on attack
rolls). This attack deals 1d4 points of damage and
injects its target with a mild poison (DC 10 + 1/2 HD
+ Constitution modifier). The poison’s initial damage
causes its victim to become sickened for 2d4 rounds;
it has no secondary damage. A sickened creature
suffers a—2 penalty on all attack rolls, weapon damage
rolls, saving throws, skill checks, and ability checks.
A diaboli can produce a number of doses of poison
equal to 3 + its Constitution modifier perday
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» Automatic Languages: Diabolan and diaboli tail
code. Bonus Languages: Abyssal, Common, Draconic,
and Infernal. Diaboli learn the languages easiest for
them to pronounce as well as the most frequently
used languages near their adopted homes.

« Favored Class: Sorcerer. A multiclass diaboli’s
sorcerer class does not count when determining
whether he takes an experience point penalty for
multiclassing (see XP for Multiclass Characters on
page 60 of the Player’s Handbook). With a unique
tie to the multiverse and strong streak of chaotic
individualism, diaboli make excellent sorcerers.
Level Adjustment: +1.

Diopsid

by Jonathan M. Richards, DRAGON #267, January 2000

Diopsids are Underdark creatures that resemble a
cross between a humanoid and a beetle. They occupy
large, sprawling caverns deep beneath the earth where
they carve settlements into the walls and floors of
their domains. Diopsids have a deep love of metal
weapons and other objects, but they lack the technical
ability to manufacture such goods. Thus, they work as
mercenaries, laborers, hunters, and scouts for other
races. To the folk of the Underdark, diopsids are
simple but dangerous barbarians best dealt with via
a mercenary contract rather than open engagement.
Tough, strong, and skilled with a variety of weapons,
diopsids make terrifying opponents and valued allies.

Diopsids work with almost anyone who meets their
asking price, and they are quite willing to push aside
an ally to work with a new paymaster. Diopsids are
opportunistic and somewhat greedy, particularly when
it comes to metal weapons, tools, and armor. They take
care to protect their reputation as mercenaries.

Personality: Diopsids are stolid, dependable, and
somewhat dull. A diopsid tends to think over a problem
first and act later. They find other races endlessly
fascinating, especially humanoid surface dwellers, and they
sometimes prove annoying with their endless questions
and conjectures. When it comes to metal weapons and
tools, a diopsid becomes a frenetic, energized explorer. It
might turn a weapon over in its hands, stroke its length,
and test it on a handy rock or giant mushroom.

Physical Description: A diopsid is a large beetle with
six limbs. It uses its rearmost limbs as legs, allowing it
to walk upright like a humanoid. Its four arms form two
markedly different pairs. Its upper arms are strong and
powerful, allowing it to heft weapons, carry heavy loads,
and manipulate tools like a humanoid. Its middle pair of
limbs is situated just below its arms. These small, slender
limbs are much weaker than its legs and upper arms.
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Generally, diopsids use them to assist their primary
arms. A diopsid warrior can carry a greatsword with one
upper arm and its corresponding lesser, weaker arm. In

this manner, a diopsid warrior can fight with a pair of

two-handed weapons.
A diopsid has a pair of stalks that project

outward from the sides of its head. Each stalk i dils

ends with a large, multifaceted red eye. These &8
stalks are immobile, and diopsids see a wide
gap between the two as an indicator of ¥
strength, power, and beauty. :

Relations: Diopsids are friendly with
almost every other race. They see strangers
as potential customers for their services
as mercenaries and as a source of metal
weapons and tools. A diopsid settlement is
likely to traffic with drow, dwarves, and other
folk without prejudice. As insects, diopsids
see all humanoids as one indistinguishable
mass. The differences between a dwarf and
a drow are trivial in their eyes, considering
the vast gap between a diopsid and any other
humanoid creature.

Alignment: Diopsids are typically neutral. In the
wild and dangerous lands of the Underdark, they are
renowned for their ability to survive and mingle with
a staggering range of creatures, from cruel drow and
mind flayers to the friendlier svirfneblin and dwarves.
Diopsids rarely engage in warfare with others unless
provoked. Their prowess in battle makes attacking
them a poor option, especially when they are ready and
willing to serve as mercenaries for the highest bidder.
Even when in service to other creatures, diopsids rarely
take pleasure in causing pain or misery. They simply
fight for their masters and rarely spread more havoc
than needed to defeat an enemy.

Diopsid Lands: Diopsids occupy large caverns
within the Underdark, typically in areas isolated from
other folk. While diopsids remain neutral in most
conflicts, they prefer to avoid such entanglements
rather than risk their safety and security. A typical
diopsid settlement consists of stone towers built into
the sides of a cavern’s wall. Diopsids build up along
the cavern, digging into the rock and scattering the
debris down upon the cavern floor to create a rough,
treacherous zone of rubble. Over time, diopsids
slowly stretch their corridors and chambers to the
cavern’s roof. A visitor to a diopsid cavern might
believe he has somehow stumbled back to the surface
world during the night of a new moon. The flashing
lights of diopsids’ natural luminescence looks like
twinkling stars across the black canvas of the cavern'’s
walls and floor.

Diopsids use their unique abilities, particularly their
ability to drift safely down from any height using their
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wings, to defend their lands. Diopsid watchtowers
flash beacons back to their settlements. Once alerted,
warriors march to the upper passages in the cavern roof.
When the battle is joined, these elite diopsid warriors
jump down upon their enemies. These simple but
effective tactics have taught many would-be enemies
that diopsids are better met with barter than battle.

Religion: Diopsids possess a simple set of beliefs that
surface dwellers find simplistic and amusing. Diopsids
worship the goddess Diophia, the patron of diopsids,
their creator, and their guardian. Her domains are
Earth, Protection, Travel, and War, and her favored
weapon is the greataxe.

The most noteworthy bit of diopsid religious lore
lies in their regard for the surface world. Diopsids see
the realms above as a terrible place of fearful ordeals,
dangerous monsters, and horrific peril. The air moves
and slashes, the ground slopes high into unimaginable
reaches of the ether, and torrents of endless water
batter the earth in an endless assault. A diopsid who
ventures to the surface is regarded as a mighty hero,
one worthy of the highest praises.

Because of this belief, diopsids tend to regard
humans, elves, and other travellers from the surface
with something close to pity. Diopsids see them as lost
souls cast out of the comforting grasp of the earth and
forced to survive in a deadly, alien land. .
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Language: The diopsid
native language consists
of an intricate code of
light flashes generated by
luminescentglandssituated
on their bodies. This
language uses the intensity
of the light, the speed
and length of individual
flashes, and similar cues
to form words. The diopsid
language has no system of
writing, a critical handicap
that prevents diopsids
from  developing  any
advanced technologies.

A diopsid is capable of
speaking and understanding
Common and other spoken
languages. A diopsid’s voice is
usually dry, hollow, and punctuated
with clicks of its mandibles.

Names: Diopsids lack names they '3
can communicate in languages such
as Common. The patterns of flashes
they use have no analog. Thus, diopsids
usually allow others to pick nicknames
for them. Diopsids embrace new names
and drop old ones with ease. They see such
monikers as devices of communication devised
by and for their trading partners and employers.
They care little for their nicknames and rarely grow
attached to them.

Adventurers: Diopsid adventurers are usually ex-
mercenaries who grew bored of working for others.
Spurred on by stories of the horrific outer world—
unlike other, more docile diopsids who see that
world as a source of terrors real and imagined—
these diopsids strike out in search of fame, glory,
and metal weapons and tools. Many of the most
powerful diopsid war chiefs and leaders once acted as
adventurers. By demonstrating their resourcefulness
and making grand gifts of metal goods to potential
allies, these wanderers cement their political status
after a successful adventuring career.

Diopsip RAciAL TRAITS

« Monstrous Humanoid: As monstrous humanoids,
diopsids are immune to spells that only affect
humanoids, such as charm person and hold person.

+ +2 Constitution, -2 Dexterity, -2 Intelligence:
Diopsids are tough, but they are clumsy and slow
witted compared to other races. A diopsid’s young

age at adulthood makes it inexperienced and
ignorant compared to other folk.

%

Medium: As size Medium creatures, diopsids gain
no special benefits or penalties due to their size.
Diopsid base land speed is 30 feet.

Darkvision: Diopsids can see in the dark to a range
of up to 60 feet. Darkvision is black and white only,
but it is otherwise like normal sight, and diopsids
can function just fine with no light at all.
Bioluminescence: A diopsid has a number of glands
on its body that allow it to shed light much like a
firefly. At will, the diopsid can shed light in a 10-
foot radius around its body. Shadowy illumination
extends another 20 feet around this area. The diopsid
can create or douse this light as a free action.
Natural Armor: A diopsid’s tough carapace gives it
a +4 natural armor bonus.

Wings: Diopids have a pair of stubby wings
that, while too weak to provide them with
flight, allows them to gently guide to a
soft landing regardless of how far they fall
A diopsid does not take falling damage as
long as it is capable of taking actions. As an
immediate action, it can unfurl its wings and
float slowly downward at 60 feet per round.
Aparalyzed,unconscious,orotherwiseincapacitated
diopsid cannot use its wings in this manner.
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Extra Arms: Diopsids have four arms: their two
primary limbs and a secondary, weaker set of arms.
Their weaker limbs are poorly suited to carrying
weapons or shields, but they do an excellent job of
providing stability and support to the upper limbs.

The diopsid’s extra limbs allow it to use
weapons one size category larger than normal
without penalty. The diopsid’s secondary arms
must be free for it to gain this benefit. This benefit
does not extend to larger weapons. For example, a
diopsid can wield a Large longsword with a single
primary arm without penalty by steadying the
blade’s pommel with its lower limb.

A diopsid can wield a pair of two-handed
weapons by using all four of its limbs. The diopsid
gains the full benefits of wielding a two-handed
weapon, such as 1-1/2 times its Strength bonus on
damage rolls. The diopsid suffers the standard
penalty for fighting with two weapons and carrying
anon-light weapon in its off hand.

A diopsid wielding a pair of two-handed
weapons is a fearsome sight. It shifts and twirls the
two weapons between its four hands, hammering its
opponent with tremendous strikes while defying its
normally clumsy, fumbling nature.

If a diopsid carries a weapon or shield in its
secondary arms while one or more of its primary
arms also carry an item, it suffers a number of
penalties. When using a shield, the diopsid takes the
shield’s armor check penalty on its attack rolls and
skill checks even if it has proficiency with the shield.
When using a weapon, the diopsid gains only half'its
Strength bonus on damage rolls. It takes a—4 penalty
on all attacks for each light weapon used in this
manner. This penalty increases to -8 for one-handed
weapons. The diopsid cannot carry a two-handed
weapon with just its secondary arms.

A diopsid with at least one empty hand can cast
spells with a somatic component.

Limb Symmetry: A diopsid’s four arms allow it to
carry and use multiple items with relative ease. A
diopsid can use its third and fourth limbs to steady a
weapon held in its primary arms, shift its weight, and
maneuver it to attack or defend. A diopsid ignores
the Dexterity prerequisite, if any, for any feat that has
the words “two-weapon” in its name, such as Two-
Weapon Fighting. The diopsid must fulfill the rest of
the feat’s requirements as normal.

Insect Body: The diopsid’s beetle-like body makes it
unsuited to use many tools and magic items designed
for humanoids. A diopsid has trouble wearing bulky
armor even if it has the appropriate feat. A diopsid
can wear light armor without penalty. When wearing
medium armor the diopsid takes a -2 penalty to

- Dexterity. This penalty increases to —4 if the diopsid

._,..

wears heavy armor. The diopsid's multiple limbs
and bulky form make it poorly suited to using heavy
armor. For such a suit to offer its full protection, it
must restrict the diopsid’s movements.

In any case, the diopsid must purchase custom-
made armor. This armor costs the same price as if
the diopsid had to purchase armor one size larger
than normal.

Immune to Sleep: Diopsids do not need to sleep
and are immune to all sleep effects.

Automatic Languages: Common and Diopsid. Bonus
Languages: Dwarf, Orc, Terran, Undercommon.
Diopsids learn the languages of the Underdark to
facilitate trade with other folk. The diopsid love of
new weapons and metal goods is powerful enough
to overcome their normally sluggish intellects. The
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diopsid native tongue employs their luminous glands,
allowing them to flash messages across the largest
Underdark caverns without a sound. Diopsids can
also create flashes of “light” visible only to creatures
with darkvision, allowing them to “whisper” without
tipping off their presence to creatures that rely on
normal vision.

An observer can detect a diopsid communicating
in this manner with a Spot check rather than a Listen
check. While creatures that lack bioluminescence
cannot “speak” Diopsid, they can understand and
translate it.

» Favored Class: Barbarian. A multiclass diopsid’s
barbarian levels do not count when determining
whether it takes an experience point penalty. Diopsids
are strong, tough warriors who prefer brute force to
elegant fighting styles. Thus, the barbarian class is a
perfect match for them.

+ Level Adjustment: +1.

Dvati

by Talon Dunning, DRAGON #271, May 2000

Dvati are a strange race of humanoid creatures
found in small enclaves scattered throughout
the world and across the planes. All dvati

are born identical twins, with the pair

sharing a single soul between them.
Dvati lore holds that their souls are

so powerful that a single, mortal
vessel is too weak to contain
them. Thus, their minds occupy

two bodies.

Typically peaceful folk, dvati are
concerned more with philosophy
and art than material pleasures.
Much of their culture centers on
the close link between a dvati pair.

A pair of twins might paint a mural
together, with each twin starting from
one end and meeting at the middle to finish
the creation. Dvati twins debate philosophy with each
other with an eye toward not only uncovering higher
truths but also questioning and exploring their own
beliefs, attitudes, and preconceptions.

While dvati enjoy intellectual pursuits, they are
capable warriors and hard workers. They consider
archery, fencing, and similar combat talents art forms
worthy of study. Dvati twins duel each other to press
their talents and hone their abilities. The natural link
between dvati twins makes them a deadly team, and the
small but powerful dvati military units are renowned
for their tactical coordination. Many times i the past,
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a tiny dvati force has defeated a much larger army with
intricate and delicately timed plans.

Personality: Dvati are typically serene, intellectually
energetic, and curious. They tend to avoid conflict and
are well suited to a role of peacemaker or diplomat.
When faced with two sides in conflict, a dvati splits
his twins. Each twin speaks from one side, finds
areas of agreement with the other, smoothes over
disagreements, and brings the two sides together.

Dvati have a strong sense of duality in all things.
They excel at seeing both sides of an argument. When
faced with a problem, a dvati is likely to spend time
considering multiple approaches from different
angles. A dvati who must move a boulder that blocks
a cave stands in front of it and surveys the scene.
Meanwhile, the other twin climbs above the stone,
looks at the stone from above, and considers the same
problem. To dvati, one perspective is never enough.

Physical Description: A dvati has a slight build, snow-
white skin, black hair, and solid blue eyes that lack irises
or pupils. Dvati noses are little more than small slits
that barely protrude from their faces. They have three




WARNING!

The dvati represents a radical new addition to the
rules, as this race allows you to play a pair of twins. The
rules are balanced against the core races, but this type
of creature has no precedent in D&D history. Before
playing a dvati, be sure to check with your DM,

fingers and opposable thumbs. Most humanoids find a
dvati's appearance—particularly their unwavering eyes—
slightly unnerving. Dvati are acutely aware of this, and
many of them wear hooded cloaks around strangers.

Relations: Dvati get along well with most other races.
Their ability to understand and appreciate different
perspectives leads them to accept the differences in
others with open minds. Outcast half-orcs and half-elves
sometimes find homes in dvati communities. Of all the
races, elves mingle best with dvati. Dvati respect the elves’
long-term view of history, their art, and their culture.
Elves see dvati as fascinating creatures with a welcome
appreciation of intellectual and artistic concerns.

Alignment: Most dvati are neutral, as they prefer a
balanced approach to issues of morality. Many are also
good. Being closely linked twins reminds dvati of the
connections between all living things. They know that
greed and unbridled ambition lead only to decay and
misery. Evil dvati are almost utterly unknown. The link
between two twins is too strong for any dvati to elevate
himself above all others to the degree that evil promotes.
Villainous dvati do exist in small numbers, however, and
tend toward lawful evil.

Dvati Lands: Dvati are too few in number to claim
their own sprawling kingdoms and empires. Instead,
they build small settlements in out-of-the-way areas
where few trouble them. In rare cases, a small dvati
colony arises in a city controlled by another race. These
colonies are usually separated from the rest of the city
by walls or carefully arranged buildings that leave only
one or two entrances to a dvati neighborhood. While
dvati appreciate other folk, they prefer peace, quiet, and
solitude when they attend to their works.

Dvati artisans fetch high prices for their works, owing
to the unique style of design they use. Dvati colonies
are most common in realms that place a high value on
philosophy, learning, and the arts.

When left to their own devices, dvati create small,
orderly communities divided into four groups called
rings. Each ring is ruled by a council of four dvati twins
(two sets of twins), who in turn report to a smaller
council of four more dvati. Dvati use a democratic
system of elections, with each pair of twins allowed
one vote. The rings are responsible for growing their
own food, maintaining their section of the settlement,
and so forth. When faced with an important decision,
?ruhng councils call a gathering of the entire

community. The twins separate into two groups, with
one member of each pair in each meeting, to allow as
many speakers as possible to present their views. The
dvati as a whole then vote on a decision.

Religion: Dvati worship Thelmeth the Unifier, a divine
being represented by a sphere divided in two halves,—
one black, one white. Thelmeth is typically depicted
as a pair of male dvati twins clad in golden robes and
wearing laurel wreaths, with each twin carrying a pair of
large books. Thelmeth is neutral and his domains are
Knowledge, Magic, and Protection. His favored weapon
is the quarterstaff.

Language: The dvati language requires two creatures
speaking simultaneously to properly use it, and its
unique alphabet consists of only eight characters. The
character’s alignment—upside down, mirrored to the
left or right, or turned to the side—determines its exact
sound. If a dvati is somehow separated from his twin, he
uses Common to communicate with others,

Names: A dvati’s name in its native tongue is
almost impossible for a non-dvati to speak or clearly
understand, as both twins in the pair must speak at
the same time to properly pronounce it. Thus, most
dvati that work with other folk adopt names that
they either make up or take from other languages.
The dvati usually takes two names, one for each twin,
although sometimes the dvati forgets which twin has
which name. A dvati sees himself as an undivided pair,
but he understands that other races might find him
confusing. Dvati twins tend to prefer similar names
with distinct sounds.

Male Names: Olon and Alax, Targren and Talon,
Xephon and Xephar.

Female Names: Esmerra and Esandra, Lia and Kira,
Poldra and Eldra.

Adventurers: Dvati adventurers are rare, as most of
them prefer simple lives of contemplation, honest work,
and fellowship. Sometimes a dvati feels a deep sense of
wanderlust. Bored with the often repetitive existence of
their colonies and settlements, young dvati strike out
in search of new adventures. Some of these dvati are
fascinated by other folk and wish to learn more about
them. Others study philosophies that require the dvati
to seek out new experiences. Dvati rarely adventure for
material wealth or accolades, as such things have little
value to a dvati aside from their pragmatic uses,

Dvati RaciAL TRAITS

« Medium: As Medium creatures, dvati have no
special bonuses or penalties due to size.

+ Dvati base land speed is 30 feet.

+ Darkvision: Dvati can see in the dark to a range of
up to 60 feet. Darkvision is black and white only,
but it is otherwise like normal sight, and dvati can
function just fine with no light at all.
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Twins: A “single” dvati is a pair of creatures that
shares a soul. A dvati twin can no more exist
without his soul partner than a human can live
without a heart. The unique, spiritual link between
a dvati pair has several important implications.

A dvati character is actually two separate dvati
twins who share a soul. These two creatures move
and act separately but have a number of restrictions
based on their connection.

The dvati twins gain levels and progress in
the same manner as a single creature of another
race. The twins share a class and both have
the same level. The twins do not progress at a
different rate, nor do they split XP between them.
Rather, each has an identical XP total. When dividing
XP among characters, a dvati counts as one PC.

For example: A 1st-level dvati fighter consists
of a pair of twins, each with the same set of fighter
abilities. You select feats, skills, and other abilities for
both twins. Do not choose them separately. If one
twin has Power Attack, both twins gain access to it.

In essence, you build one character who occupies two
bodies, regardless of the class chosen.

When a dvati casts a spell, both members
of the pair must focus and concentrate on it.
Both twins must simultaneously take the actions
required to cast a spell, although only one must
supply material components. One twin cannot cast
a spell while the other attacks, for example. A lone




dvati can cast spells if his twin takes no actions
while he casts. Any other sort of action, including
a free one, makes it impossible for the casting twin
to focus and use his spell. If the dvati tries to use a
spell anyway, his casting attempt is ruined and the
spell is lost.

The dvati twins divide their hit points between
them. Each twin in the pair gains half the hit points
from his Hit Die roll, although both gain the full
benefits of his Constitution modifier. Do not roll
Hit Dice separately for each dvati twin. For example,
a 1st-level dvati fighter with a 13 Constitution gains
6 hit points for each twin ([10 hp = 2] +1 = 6). If an
area of effect spell catches both twins, they save
separately and take damage as normal.

A pair of dvati twins shares all class abilities
and spells slots between them. For example, a 3rd-
level dvati bard can use bardic music three times per
day in total, not three times for each twin. Personal
spells (those with a target of “you”) affect both twins
as long as they are on the same plane. Otherwise,
they affect only the caster. Other spells function as
normal. For example, a touch spell normally affects
only the specific twin touched. The spell conductor
ability (detailed below) allows the dvati to share
some spells.

A mind-affecting ability or spell that affects
one twin affects both of them. If a single such ability
targets both twins at the same time, they make only
one save between them. Dvati twins share one mind.

The dvati twins have an innate, powerful psychic
connection. They can communicate via telepathy
at an unlimited range and across the planes. A
twin cannot perceive what his other sees, hears, or
otherwise perceives. As a full-round action, a dvati
twin can determine his twin's current hit points and
mental state. If one twin is on the same plane as
the other, the twin learns the relative direction and
distance to his partner.

If one dvati twin dies, the other slowly sickens
and perishes. Each day that passes after a dvati
twin dies, the surviving twin takes 1d4 points of
Constitution and Wisdom damage and takes a
cumulative —1 penalty on attack rolls, skill checks,
and saving throws. The ability damage and penalties
remain (and cannot be healed or removed) until the
living twin dies or his soulmate returns to life (at
which time they immediately disappear). Most dvati
prefer to commit ritual suicide if one twin dies
without hope of return, as the pain of losing the
close bond drives a dvati to the brink of madness.

In most cases, an effect that applies to one twin
fails to spill over to the other. If a medusa turns one
twin to stone, the other remains healthy. Negative
levels are an exception to this rule. If one dvati twin

suffers a negative level, both of them incur its effects.
The dvati makes one save to remove the negative
level. Level loss caused by returning to life via a raise
dead or similar spell affects both dvati twins.

Echo Attack: By combining their voices into one
maddening cacophony, a pair of dvati twins can
confuse a creature they flank. If both twins speak
as a move action while flanking an opponent, that
creature must make a Will save. The DC of this save
equals the result of a single Perform (sing) check
made by the dvati. If the save fails, the twins gain
their choice of a +1 bonus on attack rolls against
the creature or a +1 bonus to Armor Class against
the creature’s strikes. This bonus lasts for 1 round.
Creatures that cannot hear or be flanked are immune
to this effect.

Pair Link: The close relationship between dvati
twins grants them several benefits when they work
together. If two dvati twins team up to flank an
opponent, they each gain a +3 bonus on attack rolls,
rather than the normal +2 bonus. If a twin uses the
aid another action to help his twin, he grants an
additional +2 bonus (for a total of +4) on attack rolls
or to Armor Class.

Spell Conductor: A dvati twin can choose to shift a
spell that affects him to his twin so long as both of
them are on the same plane. The shifted spell must
have a range of touch and it must also be harmless.
Using this ability requires a move action to focus
and channel the spell's power. Aside from the
change in target, the spell’s duration and effects
continue as normal.

A dvati can transfer a spell he casts from one
twin to the other as part of the act of casting. He
cannot transfer spells used by others.

Automatic Languages: Common and Dvati. Bonus
Languages: Any. Dvati requires two creatures
speaking simultaneously. One twin provides a
description of actions, while the other supplies
words and descriptions of things. The two weave
together to communicate in a uniquely dvati
manner. Other creatures can speak this tongue, but
two Dvati-speaking creatures must work together.
Otherwise, communication via this language is
impossible. In most cases, dvati use Common to
speak with other races.

Favored Class: Bard. A multiclass dvati’s bard class
does not count when determining whether he takes
an experience point penalty for multiclassing. The
dvati’s strange, magical nature makes them natural
spellcasters, and their ability to meld their voices
into one grants them an unmatched singing ability.
Dvati bards are legendary for their ability to perform
as flawless duos.
Level Adjustment: +1.
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Lupin

by Mike McArtor, DRAGON #325, November 2004

Lupins exist at the crux of a duality, torn constantly
between two mythological beginnings. Most of these
dog-headed humanoids rarely ponder the subject,
living their lives in the comfort of their individual
families, saving such speculation for the quiet times
of their infirm years. However, nonlupin sages and
historians (with lupin input) frequently consider and
debate this issue.

Although most people consider the debate purely
academic, lupin spiritual leaders actively argue two
versions of their creation. The original and most
popular creation story comes down from their ancient
oral tradition, marking lupins as descendants of
werewolves who rejected the chaos of their monthly
murderous sprees. Proponents of this theory point to
the uncanny ability of lupins to sniff out werewolves
as well as the obvious physical similarities. The newer
origin theory, originally proposed by the lupin sage
Hector Roff, argues that the fanatic enmity between
lycanthropes and lupins comes from stresses placed
upon the lupins by other races. Followers of his
theory, called Hectorites, propose that their race came
from the union of humans and gnolls, and that early
lupins became famed werewolf hunters to prove to
fearful human neighbors that they indeed were not
werewolves themselves. Most lupins consider this
theory preposterous, although the younger generations
seem to favor this less idealistic belief.

Regardless of their origin, lupins have always had a
tie to werewolves, The day after a lupin child proves
itself weaned by eating solid foods, the village werewolf
hunters, called hruffs, begin teaching it the basics of
killing lycanthropes. This day, known as the child’s
Moonset, is only the first rite of passage for a lupin. At
puberty, lupins undergo another rite, called ro'rutoo
(for boys) or ro'rutah (for girls). The exact rite varies
from tribe to tribe, but it typically includes spending a
night on the grasslands with only a mount as company.
Succeeding at this rite makes the young lupin an official
member of the tribe, and allows him or her the chance
to venture with an elder to a White Howl. Once a lupin’s
muzzle and head hair begin to whiten (a natural change
for the race that comes with age) he passes through one
final rite composed of fasting and intense meditation.
At the conclusion of this rite, the old lupin is recognized
as an elder and becomes eligible for the greatest of
honors: to represent the tribe in a White Howl.

Lupins live in tribes consisting of three to twelve
packs, and each pack contains two to ten adults (and
several pups). Lupin tribes practice strict;‘é@’gﬂlitarian
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democracy and usually operate without a leader
(although elders in the tribe can often sway the votes
of younger members). Once per year, the tribe selects
a spokesperson from among the packs' elders as a
representative. This individual cannot hold the post
longer than a year and cannot be selected again until
an elder from every other pack in the tribe has acted
as spokesperson. The selected elder (and a retinue of
unwed youths) then travels to a gathering of other
spokesperson lupins from nearby tribes. This gathering,
the White Howl, acts as both a meeting for important
discussions among the elders as well as a chance for
young lupins to find mates from outside the tribe. A
White Howl often degenerates into a wine-soaked
celebration that lasts for up to three weeks.

The lupins’ semi-nomadic life centers upon villages
composed of wooden longhouses built in a radial
pattern surrounding a community space. In the
middle of this space, the lupins maintain a continuous
flame known as a bg'tyr. Even when the tribe moves
from its village to wander the relatively dry plains
for the three months of summer, the tribe’s bg'tyr
continues to burn inside a copper-lined cedar bowl.
The task of keeping the bg'tyr lit falls upon a group of
lupin girls too young to bear children—one such pup
from each pack within the tribe. These girls, known
as bg'tyr mates, often grow to prominence within the
community in adulthood.

Many lupin tribes consider the week of the full
moon an important religious time. During the three
days when the moon is brightest, hruffs from nearby
villages join to form hunting packs known as ah'flir.
These ah’flir packs have the specific purpose of
hunting down and killing as many werewolves and
other lycanthropes as possible.

Personality: All lupins consider trust and loyalty
the hallmarks of responsible social behavior. They
generally work for the well-being of their community,
whether a tribe, a multiracial druidic circle, or an
adventuring group. A lupin always knows his duty, and
he rarely relinquishes it without good cause. Dedicated
and patient, lupins excel at tasks that might require
long periods of waiting, and as such make exceptional
trackers, vintners, and hunters.

Lupins enjoy social interactions, and despise being
alone. They make friends easily, and they enjoy crowds
(although not necessarily as the center of attention).
Perhaps because they give their friendship and loyalty
so easily, lupins hold strong grudges against those
who betray their trust. Many former business partners
or adventuring companions have died at the hands of
lupins who felt taken advantage of or deceived.

Physical Description: Built like humans with the
heads of dogs, many creatures mistake lupins for gnolls
or werewolves from a distance. A short coat of fur
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covers a lupin from head to toe, while longer, silkier
hair (much like a human’s) grows from the top of their
heads. A lupin’s body fur tends to be monochromatic,
ranging from a light gray through all the shades of
brown to black, with occasional lupins sporting coats of’
brick red or golden yellow. Extraordinarily rare white-
coated lupins do exist, but few nonlupins ever see them.
Some lupins have a lighter shade of their body fur on
their muzzle, ears, and around their eyes, while their
head hair tends toward slightly darker shades. White
muzzle fur and head hair mark lupin elders.

Thick, leathery skin covers the palms of lupin hands and
the soles of their feet, and they usually keep their clawlike
fingernails and toenails cut short. Lupins have short,
nonprehensile tails that they sometimes have difficulty
controlling (especially when anxious or excited).

Relations: As social and gregarious creatures, lupins

get along well with virtually all races. Only gnolls,
goblinoids, and werewolves need fear
inhospitable treatment from them.

Lupins consider dwarves and half-orcs smelly and less
desirable as companions or guests than elves, half-elves,
or halflings. The musky scents of gnomes and humans
also often agitate lupins’ sensitive noses, but not to the
extent that they avoid those races. Regardless, the metal
goods that dwarves and gnomes often bring to lupin
lands buy such guests lavish accommodations and
sincere (if sometimes forced) invitations to return. For
their part, dwarves enjoy the steadiness and patience
of lupins, while elves favor their gregarious natures
and love of wild places. Lupins don’t care for cities and
prefer settlements no larger than a small town.

Alignment: Their strong beliefs in community,
loyalty, and trust mark lupins as highly lawful creatures.
Generosity and pity for the poor define the race, but
lupins also tend to hold grudges and refuse aid to those
who have wronged them in the past. Thus, many lupins
are either lawful good or lawful neutral. Only rare
exceptions become chaotic or evil.

Lupin Lands: Lupins tend to live within thick
forests near open grasslands. Some ride fast horses or
dire wolves across the steppes to bring down deer,
antelope, and elk while others stay nearer their
longhouses to fish or pick berries and nuts.
Lupins warily watch anyone who enters
the lands they consider theirs but usually
allow other races to move through their
territory unmolested. They actively

make war against goblinoids and
gnolls who venture too close to the
vast swaths of territory they travel.
Religion: Like many other
races, lupins have a pantheon of
godlike beings to whom they pay
homage. They call their deities Saints,
which consist of Tupins who achieved
immortal greatness. Saint Renard,
the chief lupin deity, represents
what Pelor does to humans. Lupins
respect their deities and treat them as
firsts among equals, but they neither
fear nor worship those in their
pantheon. They find temples and
organized worship fascinating, if
a little silly, and rarely give more
thought to their deities
than a simple thanks
when they bed down
for the night.
Language: Lupins
speak thickly accented
among
nonlupin visitors. When
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as well as verbal language consisting of words as well
as growls, barks, and subtle shifts of the body. The
Lupin language has no “s,” as lupins’ long muzzles
make it difficult for them to create the sound. Many of
their words have only one or two syllables and begin
with hard consonants. The language also tends to use
the short “0” and short “u” sounds and ends many of
its words with a hard “f”

Names: Lupins usually present their young with two
given names combined with a hyphen when written:
one name from the father (usually one of his parents’
names) and one name from the mother (usually
one of her parents’ names). Thus, a male pup whose
grandfathers are Lab-Crott and Hector-Rofl might
get the names Hector-Lab or Roff-Crott. The parents
usually choose which name comes first based purely
on how the two names sound together. Female names
make more use of “a” sounds and often end with a
vowel or a trailing “n” sound.

Male Names: Crott, Hector, Lab, Mattaff, Renard,
Roff, Turff.

Female Names: Arann, Carra, Fikenn, Likka, Jakka,
Rottie, Warra.

Adventurers: Lupins adventure for many of the
same reasons as rangers or druids of any race. They
excel as hunters and trackers, and tend to leave their
tribes as outcasts or as youths caught in wanderlust.
Lupins put aside their fears and desire to stay with
their tribe in order to hunt werewolves. In a land or
world infested with lycanthropes, lupins stand on the
front lines and often wage personal wars against these
hated shapeshifters.

LurIN RAcCIAL TRAITS

+ Monstrous  Humanoid: As  monstrous
humanoids, lupins are immune to spells that
only affect humanoids, such as charm persen and
hold person.

+ Medium: As Medium creatures, lupins have no
special bonuses or penalties due to size.

+ Lupin base land speed is 30 feet.

» Darkvision: Lupins can see in the dark up to 60
feet. Darkvision is black and white only, but it
is otherwise like normal sight, and lupins can
function just fine with no light at all.

+ Acute Sense of Smell: In many ways, a lupin’s
acute sense of smell works like the scent ability
but without the automatic nature of scent. A
lupin’s nose allows it to locate and identify
certain races and creatures by their smell, and to
aid it in tracking.

A lupin automatically gets to attempt a DC 10
Wisdom check to detect a lycanthrope within 30
feet, regardless of what form the creature takes. If
the lycanthrope is upwind, the range at which a

s Bt

gfACES

lupin can detect it doubles. If it is downwind, the

range is halved.

A lupin has a better ability to detect and
distinguish the scents of creatures than a human.
This gives the lupin a +5 racial bonus on Spot checks
made to oppose a known individual’s Disguise check
if the individual comes within 5 feet,

A lupin within 5 feet of an invisible or hidden
creature is entitled to a DC 10 Wisdom check as a
free action to pinpoint that creature.

A lupin gains a +2 racial bonus on all Survival
checks made to follow tracks. Lupins can’t track by
smell alone, but the olfactory clues they find aid
their tracking techniques.

- Lupins take a -2 penalty on all saving throws
against attacks based on odor (such as a stinking
cloud spell or a ghast’s stench).

« Expert Rider: Lupins always consider Ride a class

skill, and they gain a +2 bonus on all Ride checks.

Lupins rely on strong mounts while making their
yearly nomadic movements, and even settled lupins
purchase a horse as soon as they can.

+ +1 bonus on attack rolls and damage rolls against
werewolves. As soon as they are weaned, lupins begin
learning techniques to fight their ancient foes.

« +2 bonus on Listen checks: Lupins have a keen
sense of hearing.

+ Automatic Languages: Common and Lupin. Bonus
languages: Elven, Gnoll, Gnome, Goblin, Halfling,
and Sylvan. Lupins tend to learn the languages of
both their enemies and their friends.

» Favored Class: Ranger. A multiclass lupin’s ranger
class does not count when determining whether he
takes an experience point penalty for multiclassing.
The lupins’ keen senses make them natural
trackers. Lupin rangers may choose humanoid
(shapechanger) as a favored enemy.

Tibbit

by Scott Bennie, DRAGON #1385, July 1988

Tibbits (also known as catweres) are small, humanoid
creatures that have the ability to turn into a common
house cat. They arose from felines kept as familiars in
ages past. The powerful magic that allows a familiar
to gain intelligence and magic abilities slowly filtered
from one generation of cats to the next. Whether
tibbits evolved from a natural process, divine
intervention, or a sudden surge in the magic running
through their ancestry, none can say. Tibbits have
never existed in large numbers, and their tendency to
spread across the world leaves them with a fractured,
incomplete racial history. .
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Much like their feline ancestors tibbits exhibit
independence, curiosity, and quickness of mind and
body. They rarely form communities larger than two or
three families, and even these small colonies rarely hold
together for more than a few years. Shortly after reaching
adulthood, a tibbit develops an intense desire to wander
the world and satisfy her racial curiosity. Tibbits can be
found wherever humans and other civilized humanoid
races have established cities, towns, and colonies.

Among humans and other humanoids tibbits usually
remain in their cat form. The stray cat that prowls a
neighborhood, the mangy cat adopted as a temple’s
unofficial pet, and the lazy feline always close at hand
at the local tavern might be tibbits. Driven by curiosity,
tibbits love to remain in their animal form while
observing humans.

Cynical observers contend that a tibbit seeks to spy
on others. Tibbits hold that they merely like to keep
an ear and eye out for any interesting bits of news.
Tibbits are typically too chaotic, carefree, and impulsive
to work as spies or hired killers. Upon overhearing a
group of adventurers talking over a treasure map in
hushed tones, a tibbit might be just as likely to shift
into humanoid form on the spot and offer to join the
adventure as she is to lose interest and chase down a
juicy mouse she spotted across the tavern.

Personality: Tibbits, as befits their heritage, are
moody, curious, and sometimes arrogant. Many tibbits
prefer the comforts of a fine meal (whether a succulent
rodent or a five-course feast in the lap of luxury), stiff
drink, and a soft couch. Even the most decadent tibbit,
however, eventually succumbs to the steady pull of

its curiosity. A tibbit might spend years living off the
treasures it won in adventure, only to suddenly strike
out into the unknown once again.

When dealing with others, tibbits show a similar
capability to change their attitudes and posture
depending on their moods. A tibbit might act relaxed
and languid one moment, alert and inquisitive the next.
They tend to have a slightly distant, arrogant attitude
toward others, as if as a race they share a colossal, secret
joke over other intelligent creatures. Still, once a tibbit
marks someone as a friend few other creatures match
their devotion. A tibbit might complain about a friend’s
needs or tend toward laziness, but when trouble arises
she is a dauntless ally.

Physical Description: In humanoid form, tibbits are
small, stealthy, dark-skinned people with pointed ears
and catlike eyes. Their hair tends to grow thick and long
and males tend to grow sideburns. Their skin tones
range from a tawny brown to black, but occasionally
a tibbit has pure white skin. Their hair color matches
the wide range of colors found in house cats, from pure
white to striped silver to deep black.

In their cat form, tibbits look like fat but energetic house
cats. They appear identical to—and indistinguishable
from—any common, domesticated breed.

Relations: Tibbits tend to regard other folk with a
detached sense of bemusement. Much of their lore and
common wisdom regarding men, dwarves, and elves
filters through their guise as house cats. Thus, tibbits see
how other races act when they think no one else is around.
To a tibbit, every intelligent creature is a bundle of secrets
just waiting to unfurl before them.
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In general, tibbits find humanity’s ambition,
drive, and fiery passion intriguing. They
consider dwarves overly dour. Elves
strike them as kindred spirits,

as tibbits appreciate that the long-lived

races share a similar tendency to see issues from
different perspectives. They adore gnomes
and halflings and many good-aligned
tibbits adopt such folk. More than one
kobold or goblin party has descended

upon a sleepy gnome village or halfling

caravan only to find an enraged tibbit

wizard waiting for them. Gnome and

halfling folk who have benefited from such -

welcome surprises have strong traditions
of taking care of stray cats and treating their
feline pets as treasured companions.

Alignment: Tibbits have a strong tendency
toward chaos and an equally strong lethargy
toward moral issues, making the majority of them
chaotic neutral. Carefree, decadent, and given to
long periods of wallowing in luxury, tibbits can be
maddeningly self-centered. Some tibbits tend toward
proactive freedom-seeking, marking chaotic good as
their second most common alignment. Such tibbits
share many of their neutral brethren's tendencies,
but a righteous struggle or a chance to spring a trap
on evildoers rouses them to action.

Evil tibbits, particularly chaotic evil ones, are rare
but dangerous. They use their shapeshifting ability to
spy on humanoids for information useful for extortion
schemes. Many of them work as spies and assassins, as
their innocent, feline form makes it easy for them to
slip into even heavily guarded areas. After all, even the
most alert guard pays little mind to a cat. Some evil
tibbits become powerful crime lords, observing their
underlings and competitors in cat form and ruthlessly
culling those who plot against them.

Tibbit Lands: Tibbits have no lands of their
own. Instead, they dwell within civilized territories
established by other folk. Any civilization that keeps
domesticated cats likely houses colonies of tibbits
within its cities.

Few tibbits make their identity openly known once
they settle in an area. A tibbit is much more likely
to remain in cat form as she travels through a city,
although she usually keeps a well-hidden, luxurious
apartment hidden in an out-of-the-way corner of town.
Many tibbits become petty thieves, raiding pantries for
fine foods, liquor, and other creature comforts.

Tibbits who travel the land might keep their
humanoid guise to make dealings with other creatures
easier. Even these tibbits prefer to pass themselves off
as travelers from other planes, and they rarely publicize

‘their ability to change shape.
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Religion: Tibbits pay homage to the Cat Lord, a powerful
creature who watches over all felines. They generally
lack an organized religion, instead preferring to view
the Cat Lord as a big brother figure and protector. Some
clerics believe that tibbits are simply too arrogant and
independent to shackle themselves to a deity, and few
tibbits argue against this assessment.

The Cat Lord's domains are Chaos, Travel, and
Trickery. Her favored weapon is the dagger.

Language: Tibbits speak Common or whatever other
language dominates the area they settle in. The Feline
language, a strange combination of purrs, hisses, and
empathic transfers, allows tibbits to communicate with
cats of all forms. Tibbits are born with the knowledge of
this language.

Names: Tibbits tend to adopt names based on their
physical traitsand deeds. A tibbit kitten is given anickname
by her parents, one that reflects her temperament and
appearance. When a tibbit comes of age she adopts a
name of her choice. Tibbits tend to pick names from
other folk, usually based solely on the sound.

Strangers and business partners use the name a tibbit
picks for herself, while the tibbit's close friends and
family use the original nickname chosen by her parents.
A tibbit allows only her closest friends to learn and use
her nickname. A nontibbit given such a privilege has
received one of the highest honors a tibbit can grant to

an outsider. .
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As a tibbit travels the world, she adopts a surname that
reflects her experiences and important deeds. A tibbit
usually changes her surname after such an event, but
her true name uses all of her adopted surnames from
childhood onward, and not just her latest one. When two
tibbits meet, they share these long-form names to express
their pasts with one another.

In general, tibbit names work for either sex. Whether
male or femnale, a tibbit who has a short tail in cat form
likely ends up with the nickname “Spiketail.”

Parent-Bestowed Names: Blackpaw, Glittereye, Longear,
Patchfur, Quickfang, Tumblepaw.

Adventurers: The life of an adventurer comes naturally
to a tibbit, as her curiosity pushes her ever onward. While
many tibbits satisfy this drive with travel to civilized areas
and exploration of a city’s corners, some tibbits want more
out of life. “Adventurer” is seen as a respected occupation
among tibbits, and they have a natural fascination for
adventurers of other races. In some cases, a tibbit in cat
form takes to following an adventuring band, concealing
its true nature until an opportune moment. A tibbit fighter
might spring from cat to humanoid form in time to drive
off a group of orcs that threatens the party’s camp. In this
manner, tibbits prove their valor and demonstrate their
unmatched stealth in hopes of winning a place with their
unwitting comrades.

TBIT RACIAL TRAITS

+ Monstrous Humanoid (shapeshifter): As monstrous
humanoids, tibbits are immune to spells that affect
onlyhumanoids.(Tibbits,of course,would be horrified
to learn that they are classified as “monstrous.”) They
also have the shapeshifter subtype.
+2 Dexterity, =2 Strength: Tibbits are small and
relatively weak, but they have a cat’s quick reflexes
and fluid agility.

« Small: As a Small creature, a tibbit gains a +1 size
bonus to Armor Class, a +1 size bonus on attack rolls,
and a +4 size bonus on Hide checks, but she uses
smaller weapons than humans use, and her lifting
and carrying limits are three-quarters of those of a
Medium creature.

+ Tibbit base land speed is 20 feet.

+  Darkvision: Tibbits can see in the dark up to 60 feet.
Darkvision is black and white only, but it is otherwise
like normal sight, and lupins can function just fine
with no light at all.

+ Feline Transformation: At will, as a standard action,
a tibbit can transform into a house cat. This effect is
similar to the spell polymorph but with a number of
key changes.

In cat form, the tibbit becomes size Tiny, Her size
bonus to Armor Class and on attack rolls increases
to +2, and her size bonus on Hide checks becomes
| +8. She gains a +10 bonus to her land speed. A tibbit
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suffers a -8 penalty to Strength (minimum 3) but
gains a +2 bonus to Dexterity.

A tibbit gains natural claw and bite attacks in her
feline form. A tibbit’s claws deal 1d2 points of damage
and her bite deals 1d3 points of damage. With a full
attack, she can attack twice with her claws at her full
attack bonus and once with her bite with a—5 penalty.
A tibbit does not gain additional attacks due to a high
base attack bonus when in cat form.

A tibbit can transform from a cat back to her
humanoid form as a full-round action. She must wait
1 hour to turn back into a cat after reverting to her
humanoid form.

A tibbit's equipment usually transforms to
become part of her cat body. She loses the benefits
of any weapons, shields, armor, or robes she wears
or carries. Items that require a physical apparatus
to function, such as a ring or a pair of boots, shift
to adopt a form suitable to a cat, such as a collar or
anklet and continue to provide their benefits. A
tibbit’s cat form is unable to speak or use her paws
to manipulate fine objects. She cannot cast spells
with a verbal or somatic component, use scrolls, or
otherwise activate magic items.

While in cat form, a tibbit gains the scent ability.

Atibbit slain in cat form reverts to her humanoid
form after 1 round.

Any spell that reveals the true nature of a creature
under the effects of polymorph shows the truth behind
a tibbit’s cat guise. Spells that reveal magical auras
but do not penetrate a polymorph spell reveal nothing
special about a tibbit in cat form.

Aside from the changes noted here, a tibbit’s
abilities and game statistics otherwise remain the
same. Note that anyone spotting a tibbit in cat form
has a difficult time recognizing the feline as a tibbit.
+2 racial bonus on all Spot checks. Tibbits have
keen eyes.
+2 racial bonus on all Jump and Escape Artist checks.
Like their feline cousins, tibbits are quick, nimble,
and lithe.

Automatic Languages: Common and Feline. The
Feline language is spoken by all tibbits and cats with
an Intelligence of 3 or higher, allowing a tibbit to
use the Diplomacy skill against such felines. This
language is part of the felines’ racial heritage. Other
races cannot master it, nor can they use spells such as
tongues to communicate with cats. Bonus Languages:
Any. Tibbits travel far and wide and their curiosity
pushes them to learn a number of languages.
Favored Class: Rogue. A multiclass tibbit's rogue class
does not count when determining whether she takes
an experience point penalty for multiclassing, Tibbits
excel at keeping a low profile and finding secrets, two
tasks for which the rogue is ideally suited.
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he character classes in this chapter define new
T roles taken from a variety of sources. Some of

them—most notably the mountebank, jester,
and savant—were first proposed as additions to the
core rules, While they never made it into an official
D&D rulebook, the jester and savant both appeared in
the pages of Dracon. The death master was originally
intended as an NPC class meant solely for villains. Its
loathsome abilities and tight connection to the dreaded
Orcus once again casts it in this role. The battle dancer
is a new take on a martial artist. Both the urban druid
and sha'ir are recent additions to the pantheon of
DracoON's character classes.

The seven new and updated character classes
presented in this chapter are as follows, with their
abbreviations given in parentheses after each name:

Battle Dancer (Btd): An elegant warrior who pairs
martial arts with graceful maneuvers in battle.

Death Master(Dtm): A servant of Orcus who commands
legions of undead and is a master of necromancy.

Jester (Jst): A prankster who uses his cutting wit and
spells to inspire his allies and manipulate his enemies.

Mountebank (Mtb): A thief and trickster who draws
on the power of an infernal pact with the dark powers.

Savant (Svt): A scholar and researcher who studies
everything from armed fighting to divine and arcane
magic.

Sha’ir (Shr): A flexible arcane spellcaster who relies on
a spirit ally to fetch his spells from across the planes.

Urban Druid (Ubd): A master of cities and towns who
tends to the urban landscape and its inhabitants

Battle Dancer

by Joseph R. Ravitts, DRAGON #159, Tuly 1990

Wherever slavery has arisen, those oppressed by tyranny
must find subtle ways to topple their masters. In most
tyrannical regimes arms, armor, spells, and other
potential weapons undergo tight control. A slavewith a
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sword is a rebel. Thus, oppressive regimes do everything
within their power to keep their vassals unarmed.

The battle dancer’s art arose among the oppressed,
the enslaved, and those trod upon by tyranny’s iron-
shod boots. Whether they first appeared in a drow city's
slave pits, a tyrant’s cages, or elsewhere, none can say. The
battle dancer’s art arose under the innocent facade of
dances, stories, and songs that slaves used to entertain
themselves during their few free moments. Even the
most vicious lord knows to sometimes spare the lash: A
slave with nothing left to lose is a slave who rebels.

The battle dancer’s fighting abilities resemble a
monk’s martial arts. Where a monk embraces order and
focus, the battle dancer revels in chaos and wild, frenetic
maneuvers. A monk trains under a master to gird her
mind and body against attacks and deadly magical effects.
The battle dancer learns to hit hard and hit often via a
training regimen that turns her into a living weapon.

Adventures: Battle dancers adventure to overthrow
tyranny, exemplify mastery of their exotic martial
arts, and experience the excitement of battle. Unlike
monks, battle dancers allow their emotions to run
wild. A battle dancer considers a deadly battle the
perfect place to test her skills.

Many battle dancers fight for a cause or struggle
against a chosen foe. These crusading battle dancers
prefer to work alone or in small groups to accomplish
their goals. The adventuring life is the perfect cover for
their actions.

Characteristics: Battle dancers are skilled combatants
who use their unarmed attacks to overwhelm their foes,
They learn a number of dances that, when performed
correctly, allow them to gain access to magical abilities.
Just as monks use focus and discipline to unlock their
ki power, battle dancers use their highly structured,
elaborate dances to awaken their inner potential.

Alignment: The battle dancer’s unique martial art
requires a free spirit unfettered by doubt, worry, or
rigid structure. Battle dancers are always chaotic,
with most tending toward good or meutrality. The
battle dancer's ancient origin still resonates with
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TABLE 2-1:
RANDOM STARTING GOLD

CLass AMOUNT (AVERAGE)
Battle Dancer 5d4 (12 gp, 5 sp)
Death Master 5d4 x 10 (125 gp)
Jester 4d4 x 10 (100 gp)
Mountebank 5d4 x 10 (125 gp)
Savant 5d4 x 10 (125 gp)
Sha'ir 3d4 x 10 (75 gp)
Urban Druid 2d4 x 10 (50 gp)

its practitioners today. Many battle dancers see
themselves as freedom fighters and crusaders who
fight for the common folk.

Evil battle dancers are rare, but they do exist. These
fiends use their talents for their own gain. Many work
as assassins. Their performance abilities and unarmed
fighting style make it easier for them to slip close to
unsuspecting targets.

Religion: Many battle dancers worship Olidammara.
They see his love of wine, song, and dance as the perfect
counterpart to their reckless lifestyle. Evil battle dancers
tend to honor Erythnul.

Background: Battle dancers are made, not born. Many
of them gain their talents by studying for long, strenuous
hours under the tutelage of the members of a dance
circle. A circle consists of traveling musicians, battle
dancers, and elders who teach their arts to promising
youths and any men and women with good hearts and
the desire to protect their communities. Circles wander
the land as they wish, interfering in local matters if they
feel they can help.

Races: Humans, halflings, and elves make up the vast
majority of battle dancers. Dwarves normally lack the
fiery personalities needed to embrace this class. Gnomes
prefer other forms of performance, particularly music.
Half-orcs are usually too dim and simple to master the
intricate dance maneuvers.

Other Classes: Battle dancers see fighters and
paladins—with their heavy armor and bulky weapons—
as stodgy, slow, and awkward. They feel a kinship to the
fiery barbarians. Monks earn their respect, but most
battle dancers consider them too rigid to truly embrace
the power that dwells within.

Role: The battle dancer is a skilled warrior who can
protect her comrades in battle, She can take on a fighter in
the right situation, and her exotic, magical dance abilities
grant her excellent mobility and maneuver options.

GAME RULE INFORMATION
Battle dancers have the following game statistics.
Abilities: Charisma is the battle dancer’s key ability,
as it affects her dance abilities and defenses. A good
Dexterity helps her avoid blows, as the battle dancer
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scorns armor, while Strength and Constitution make
her a more effective fighter.

Alignment: Any chaotic.

Hit Die: d8.

CLASS SKILLS
The battle dancer’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are Balance (Dex), Climb (Str), Escape Artist
(Dex), Hide (Dex), Jump (Str), Listen (Wis), Move Silently
(Dex), Open Lock (Dex), Perform (Cha), Sleight of Hand
(Dex), Swim (Str), and Tumble (Dex).

Skill Points at 1st Level: (4 + Int modifier) x 4.

Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 4 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the battle dancer.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A battle dancer is
proficient with all simple weapons, She is not proficient
with any type of armor or shield.

AC Bonus (Ex): When unarmored
unencumbered, the battle dancer adds her Charisma
bonus (if any) to her AC. She uses the captivating and
confusing movements of the battle dance to evade her
foes’ attacks. In addition, a battle dancer gains a +1
dodge bonus to AC at sth level. This bonus increases
by 1 for every five battle dancer levels thereafter (+2 at
10th, +3 at 15th, and +4 at 20th level). This bonus reflects
the battle dancer’s intense training in unarmed and
unarmored combat.

These bonuses to AC apply even against touch attacks
or when the battle dancer is flat-footed. She loses these
bonuses when she is immobilized or helpless, when she
wears any armor, when she carries a shield, or when she
carries a medium or heavy load.

Unarmed Strike: A battle dancer uses unarmed strikes
in a manner similar to a monk. She can land a blow
with her fist that has the same power as an axe stroke.
At 1st level, the battle dancer gains Improved Unarmed
Strike as a bonus feat.

The battle dancer’s unarmed attacks deal lethal
damage, but she can choose to deal nonlethal damage
without penalties on her attack rolls. Treat her attacks
as both mnatural and manufactured weapons for
purposes of spells and effects that can enhance either
type of attack.

The battle dancer’s knowledge of martial arts
allows her strikes to deal far more damage than an
untrained person’s blows. Table 2—2 summarizes the
damage she deals by level. Large and Small battle
dancers inflict more and less damage respectively as
shown below.

Note that, unlike a monk, the battle dancer does not
gain the ability to use a flurry of blows, but she can
make an off hand attack as normal using a weapon or
unarmed strike, !

and
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TABLE 2-2: SMALL AND LARGE
BATTLE DANCER UNARMED DAMAGE

DAMAGE DAMAGE

(smaLL (LARGE
LEVEL BATTLE DANCER)  BATTLE DANCER)
1st—3rd 1d4 1d8
4th-7th 1dé6 2dé
8th-11th 1d8 2d8
12th-15th 1d10 3dé6
16th-19th 2d6 3d8
20th 2d8 4d8

Dance of Reckless Bravery (Su): A 2nd-level battle dancer
with 5 ranks in Tumble gains the ability to inspire bravery in
her allies. All of the battle dancer’s allies within 30 feet of her
gain a +4 bonus on saves against fear effects for a number of
rounds equal to 5 + the battle dancer’s Charisma modifier.
The battle dancer can use this ability only when she is
within an opponent’s threatened area. It requires a move
action that does not provoke an attack of opportunity.

Bonus Speed (Ex): The battle dancer moves with
speed and agility earned through countless hours of
practice, physical training, and study of the precise,
fluid movements of her battle dances. She gains a +10-
foot bonus to speed at 4th level. She gains additional
+10-foot bonuses at 10th level and 16th level.

Dance of the Vexing Snake (Su): A sth-level battle
dancer with 8 ranks in Tumble gains the ability to dodge
her opponent’s blows with her sudden, unpredictable
maneuvers. She can use the Tumble skill to move at her
normal speed without penalty, and she can Tumble a
distance up to her current speed.

Dancer’s Strike (Su): The magic of the battle dancer’s
arcane maneuvers allows her to manifest auras of energy
around her feet and hands. These auras can defeat an
opponent’s damage reduction. The battle dancer can
generate this aura as a standard action at will. It persists
for a number of rounds equal to 5 + the battle dancer’s
Charisma modifier before it fades.

At 6th level, the battle dancer’s aura makes her
unarmed strikes count as magic damage.

At 12th level, the battle dancer chooses one aspect of
her alignment, such as good or chaotic. Her aura allows
her strikes to count as that alignment (as well as magic).
She must choose one aspect of her alignment, and once
she has made a choice she cannot alter it.

At 18th level, the battle dancer can choose any one
special material or alignment that overcomes damage
reduction (such as adamantine, cold iron, holy, or even
lawful). Her aura now includes that material or alignment.
Once she has made this choice, she cannot change it.

Dance of the Floating Step (Su): The battle dancer
moves with such grace and speed that she can dance
across water. An 8th-level battle dancer with 11 ranks in
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TABLE 2-3: THE BATTLE DANCER

x

Base

ATTACK Fort RerF WiLL UNARMED AC
LeveL Bonus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL DAMAGE Bonus
1st +1 +0 +2 +0 AC bonus, unarmed strike 1dé6 +0
2nd 42 +0 +3 +0 Battle dancer’s performance, 1d6 +0
3rd +3 +1 +3 +1 1d6 +0
4th +4 +1 +4 +1 Bonus speed +10 feet 1d8 +0
Sth +5 41 +#4 41 Dance of the vexing snake 1d8 +1
6th +6/+1 +2 +5 +2 Dancer's strike (magic) 1d8 +1
7th +7[+2 +2 45 42 1d8 +1
8th +8/+3 +2 +6 +2 Dance of the floating step 1d10 +1
9th +9/+4 +3 +6 43 1d10 +1
10th  +10/+5 +3 +7 +3 Bonus speed +20 feet 1d10 +2
11th  +11/+6/+1 +3 47 43 Dance of the springing tiger 1d10 +2
12th  +12/+7/+2 +4 +8 +4 Dancer’s strike (alignment) 2d6 +2
13th  +13/+8/+3 +# 8 4 2dé +2
l4th  +14/+9/+4 +4 +9  +4 Dance of the crushing python 2d6 +2
15th  +15/+10/+5 #4549 45 2d6 +3
16th  +16/+11/+6/+1 +5  +10  +5 Bonus speed +30 feet 2d8 +3
17th  +17/+12/+7[+2 +5 410 45 Dance of the soaring eagle 2d8 +3
18th  +18/+13/+8/+3 +6  +11  +6 Dancer’s strike (any) 2d8 +3
19th  +19/+14/+9/+4 +6  +11 46 2d8 +3
20th  +20/+15/+10/+5 +6  +12  +6 Dance of death’s embrace 2d10 +4

Tumble can cross the surface of a liquid, such as water
or magma, without taking damage or sinking below the
surface. If she ends her movement on such a liquid, she
takes damage and sinks as normal. The battle dancer
must begin her movement on a stable, firm surface.

Dance of the Springing Tiger (Su): An 1ith-level
battle dancer with 14 ranks in Tumble can spring upon
an opponent with the ferocity of a tiger. When charging,
she can attempt a DC 20 Tumble check. If she succeeds,
she may make a full attack rather than a standard attack
as part of her charge.

Dance of the Crushing Python (Su): The battle dancer’s
speed and mighty unarmed strikes combine to make her
a fearsome opponent. She can step into an opponent’s
reach and confuse it with a series of feints and quick blows,
distracting it from other threats. A 14th-level battle dancer
with 17 ranks in Tumble can rain a series of hammering
blows upon a foe. She must use the Tumble skill to enter
her opponent’s space without provoking an attack of
opportunity. If she succeeds, she may then attack her
opponent while in its space. If the battle dancer’s attack hits,
her opponent takes a —2 penalty to AC and it cannot make
attacks of opportunity until the start of the battle dancer’s
next action. After the battle dancer completes her attack,
she enters a square of her choice adjacent to the target.

Dance of the Soaring Eagle (Su): A 17th-level battle

'J)(er with 20 ranks in Tumble gains a fly speed equal

to her base land speed with average maneuverability. If
a flying battle dancer charges an opponent below her,
she gains a +4 bonus on attack rolls and a +2 bonus on
damage in place of the normal benefits of charging. She
may use her dance of the springing tiger in conjunction
with an aerial charge.

Dance of Death’s Embrace (Su): A 20th-level battle
dance with 23 ranks in Tumble can perform a vicious,
deadly dance to defeat her opponent. Before using this
dance, the battle dancer selects a single target within 30
feet. As a full-round action, the battle dancer performs
an elaborate dance that requires a DC 35 Tumble check
to complete. If she succeeds, any time she makes a
successful attack against her designated target she deals
+2d6 points of damage. In addition, any critical threat
the battle dancer makes against her designated target is
automatically confirmed as a critical hit.

Death Master

by Len Lakofka, DRAGON #76, August 1983

The death master is a minion of Orcus, the lord of the
undead. Armed with a powerful combination of divine
and arcane magic, the death master is the unquestioned
master of necromancy. He gains a series of boons from
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Orcus that allow him to spread terror and fear across
the land. Even some of the mightiest undead creatures
see him as a worthy leader. While rare, the magical
powers and deadly abilities of death masters allow them
to cause far more damage than their numbers would

otherwise allow.

Adventures: To a death master, poisoning a town's
well, unleashing a horde of undead monsters against a
sleeping village, and butchering innocents in the name
of Orcus qualify as adventures. Only black-hearted
villains follow this class.

Characteristics: A death master can use a variety
of necromantic spells. He masters the ability to
create undead sooner than any other caster,
and his close relationship with Orcus
grants him the ability to command
undead. He gains several other
boons that allow him to handle
undead creatures with greater
skill than any other class.

Alignment: Death masters
are always evil. A staggering
majority of them are chaotic evil
like their master, but a few lean
toward neutral evil or lawful
evil. These villains might
worship other dark deities who
grant similar powers or they
might serve so effectively as
agents of evil that Orcus bestows
them with power despite their
tendency away from chaos.

Religion: Death masters
revere Orcus. The prince of the dead
grants this class’s powers to the most
ambitious and sadistic of his cultists. In some
cases, a deity, demon lord, or archdevil graces

a favored servant with the death master’s abilities.

Even then, a death master pays at least some respect
to Orcus.

Background: Death masters usually arise within
the cults of Orcus. Theystudythesect’'sblasphemous
texts, experiment with the production of undead,
and master forbidden secrets. Other death
masters are apprentice wizards and neophyte
clerics who find necromancy too tempting
to resist. These students uncover the
principles of necromancy and study them
in secret. A demon or undead creature
dispatched by Orcus tempts the most
promising students with the death
master’s powers.

Races: Most death masters are
humans and half-orcs. Humanity's
ambition and often short-
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sighted outlook leads many to this path. Half-ores raised
among the orcs have the intelligence and cruel curiosity
needed to follow the death master’s path. Among the
gnolls, a small sect of Yeenoghu embraces the death
master’s abilities.

Other Classes: Death masters usually associate with
blackguards, hexblades, mountebanks, rogues, and
warlocks. They consider paladins their ultimate enemies,
and a death master might travel well out of his way to slay
such a champion of good.

Role: The death master’s role is simple: He strives
to spread undead across the world. In so doing, he
increases his own prestige and power and that of his
dreaded lord, Orcus.

GAME RULE INFORMATION
Death masters have the following game statistics.
Abilities: Intelligence determines the potency and
number of a death master’s spells. Charisma is a key
attribute in his ability to rebuke undead and force them
into service,
Alignment: Any evil.
Hit Die: d8.

CrAss SKILLS
The death master’s class skills (and the key ability
for each skill) are Concentration (Con), Craft (Int),
Decipher Script (Int), Heal (Wis), Intimidate (Cha),
Knowledge (arcana) (Int), Knowledge (religion) (Int),
Knowledge (the planes) (Int), Profession (Wis), and
Spellcraft (Int).

Skill Points at 1st Level: (2 + Int modifier) x 4.

Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 2 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the death master.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A death master is
proficient with the club, crossbow (light and heavy),
dagger, scimitar, scythe, sickle, and staff. Death masters
are proficient with light armor but not with shields of
any type.

Bonus Language: The death master gains Abyssal as a
bonus language. All of his spells, along with most death
master tomes and manuals, appear in that tongue.

Rebuke Undead: As an emissary of Orcus, a death
master has the power to compel undead to serve him.
He channels Orcus’s fell energy and uses it to turn
the living dead into his pawns. The death master can
attempt to rebuke undead a number of times per day
equal to 3 + his Charisma modifier. A death master
with 5 or more ranks in Knowledge (religion) gains a +2
bonus on rebuking checks against undead.

Spells: The death master’s exhaustive study of
necromantic magic grants him the ability to use arcane

pells. The death master can cast the spells given on the
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death master spells list. He must choose and prepare
his spells ahead of time, as a wizard.

To learn, prepare, or cast a spell, a death master must
have an Intelligence score equal to at least 10 + the spell’s
level. The DC for a saving throw against the death master’s
spells equals 10 + the spell’s level + the death master's
Intelligence modifier. The death master receives bonus
spells for having a high Intelligence score.

Similar to a wizard, the death master keeps a series
of spellbooks in which he scribes the formulas for his
spells. He must choose and prepare his spells by getting
a good night’s sleep and studying his books for 1 hour.
While studying, the death master chooses the spells he
wants to prepare.

The death master’s spells have a special material
component that makes them easier to cast in armor.
If the death master uses a vial of blood as a material
component he can cast the spell without somatic
components and thereby ignore the spell failure chance
for casting in armor. This blood must come from an
intelligent creature (Intelligence 3 or higher) that the
death master sacrificed to Orcus. The death master can
extract 8 vials from a Medium creature. Double this
for each size category above Medium and halve it, to a
minimum of 1, for each category below. This extracted
blood remains viable for one day, but a gentle repose spell
prolongs this time.

Spellbooks: The deathmaster keeps a set of unholy
tomes that record the blasphemous, arcane methods
for his spells. His spellbooks function in all ways as a
wizard's spellbooks, including size, capacity, and cost to
add spells.

Undead Minion: A death master gains the services
of an undead creature bestowed unto him by Orcus,
typically a wolf skeleton or a zombie troglodyte. With
your DM'’s permission you can gain the services of a
different skeleton or zombie creature with a total, post-
template CR of 1 or lower.

The death master’s minion gains new abilities as he
gains levels. A minion’s abilities depend on the death
master’s total level in this class. The death master gains
this minion from the great undead legions of Orcus.
It obeys his commands without fail, and even takes
suicidal actions. The minion is as much a spy for Orcus
as a servant for the death master. If destroyed, a new
minion appears 24 hours later. The death master can
also choose to dismiss his minion to gain a new one. In
this case, the death master must wait 24 hours for the
new minion to appear.

A death master can choose to gain the services of a more
powerful undead servitor at higher levels. Subtract the
level modifier listed for a minion from the death master’s
level to determine the abilities and bonuses it gains. For
example, an 11th-level death master with a ghast minion
grants it benefits as a 2nd-level death master.
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TABLE 2-4: THE DEATH MASTER

Base
ATTACK
LeveL Bonus

ForT REF WiLL
SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL

1st +0 +0 +0 +2 Rebuke undead, spells,
undead minion

2nd 41 +0 40 43

3rd  +2 +1 41 +3

4th +3 +1 41 +4

S5th 43 +1 +1 +4 Master of the dead

6th +4 +2  +2 45

7th +5 +2 42 45

8th  +6/+1 +2 42 46

9th  +6/+1 +3 43 46

10th  +7/+2 +3 43 47 Sustenance of the dead

11th  +8/+3 +3 43 47

12th  +9/+4 +4  +4  +8

13th  +9/+4 +4  +4 48

14th  +10/+5 +4  +4  +9

15th  +11/+6/+1 +5 +5 +9 Aspectofthe dead

16th  +12/+7/+2 +5 +5 +10

17th  +12/+7/+2 +5 +5 +10

18th  +13/+8/+3 +6 +6 +11

19th  +14/+9/+4 +6 +6 +11

20th  +15/+10/+5 +6 +6 +12 Lichdom

THE DEATH MASTER’S UNDEAD MINION
A death master’s undead minion is superior to a
normal undead creature of its kind and has special
powers, as described below.

DeaTH
Str/DEx
Bonus

MasTER Bonus

LevEL HD SPECIAL

+2 +2 Unholy might

Link of the grave

Undead Minion Basics: Use the base statistics for a
creature of the minion’s kind, as given in the Monster
Manual, but make the following changes.

Bonus Hit Dice: The undead minion gains the listed
bonus hit dice. Advance its saving throws, base attack
bonus, and so forth as per the Monster Manual. It does
not increase in size due to these bonus HD.

Str/Dex Bonus: The minion gains the listed bonus to
both its Strength and Dexterity scores.

Special Abilities: As the death master gains levels, his
undead minion gains a number of special abilities.

Turn Resistance +4: The undead minion gains this
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turn resistance in addition to any turn resistance it
normally gains.

Unholy Might: Once per day as a standard action, the
death master can channel unholy energy into his minion
to allow it to fight with increased vigor. The death master
must touch the minion to imbue it with this power. The
minion gains a +4 bonus to Strength and a +2 bonus on
all saves for a number of rounds equal to 5 + the death
master's Wisdom modifier. If the minion is a zombie, it
loses the single actions only drawback for the duration
of this ability.

Persistent Corruption: The death master of this level is
such a favored apostle of Orcus that the lord of undead
returns a destroyed minion to him shortly after its
destruction. The death master must only wait 1 hour

for a replacement undead minion if his is destroyed.

He must still wait 24 hours for a replacement undead
minion if he releases his current one.

Link of the Grave: Once per day as a free action, the death
master can cast a shield otherspell that links him to his minion.
This spell has one critical difference from its normal form.
Treat the death master as the spell's target and the minion as
the caster. Thus, if the death master suffers damage he shares
the total with his minion, but not vice versa.

Relentless Undead: The death master’s minion gains
fast healing 3.
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ALTERNATIVE UNDEAD MINIONS

As explained on page 35, a death master of sufficiently
high level can select his undead minion from one of
the following lists, applying the indicated adjustment
to the death master’s level (in parentheses) for purposes
of determining the companion’s characteristics and

special abilities.

4th Level or Higher (Level -3)
Bugbear zombie
Ghoul
Owlbear skeleton
7th Level or Higher (Level -6)
Chimera skeleton
Minotaur zombie
Ogre zombie
Wyvern zombie
10th Level or Higher (Level -9)
| Allip
Ettin skeleton
Ghast
Gray render zombie
Wight
13th Level or Higher (Level -12)
Cloud giant skeleton
Mummy
L ET
| 16th Level or Higher (Level -15)
Spectre

DEATH MASTER SPELLS

0-LeveL DEATH MASTER SPELLS (CANTRIPS)

Arcane Mark: Inscribes a personal rune (visible or
invisible).

Dancing Lights: Creates torches or other lights.

Daze: Humanoid creature of 4 HD or less loses
next action.

Detect Magic: Detects spells and magic items within 60 ft.

Detect Poison: Detects poison in one creature or
object.

Disrupt Undead: Deals 1d6 damage to one undead.

Flare: Dazzles one creature (-1 penalty on attack rolls).

Ghost Sound: Figment sounds.

Inflict Minor Wounds: Touch attack, 1 point of damage.

Light: Object shines like a torch.

Mage Hand: 5-pound telekinesis.

Mending: Makes minor repairs on an object.

Prestidigitation: Performs minor tricks.

Ray of Frost: Ray deals 1d3 cold damage.

Read Magic: Read scrolls and spellbooks.

Resistance: Subject gains +1 on saving throws.

Touch of Fatigue: Touch attack fatigues target.
.P’

. * Nirtue: Subject gains 1 temporary hp.

.,

1sT-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Alarm: Wards an area for 2 hours/level.

Bane: Enemies take —1 on attack rolls and saves
against fear.

Cause Fear: One creature of 5 HD or less flees for
1d4 rounds.

Chill Touch: One touch/level deals 1d6 damage and
possibly 1 Str damage.

Command: One subject obeys selected command for
1 round.

Comprehend Languages: You understand all spoken
and written languages.

Curse Water: Makes unholy water.

Deathwatch: Reveals how near death subjects
within 30 ft. are.

Detect Chaos/Evil/Good/Law: Reveals creatures,
spells, or objects of selected alignment.

Detect Undead: Reveals undead within 60 fi.

Doom: One subject takes —2 on attack rolls, damage
rolls, saves, and checks.

Entropic Shield: Ranged attacks against you have
20% miss chance.

Expeditious Retreat: Your speed increases by 30 ft.

Grease: Makes 10-f. square or one object slippery.

Hide from Undead: Undead can’t perceive one
subject/level.

Identify: Determines properties of magic item.

Inflict Light Wounds: Touch deals 1d8 damage +1/
level (max +5).

Magic Fang: One natural weapon of subject creature
gets +1 on attack and damage rolls.

Magic Stone: Three stones gain +1 on attack rolls,
deal 1d6+1 damage.

Magic Weapon: Weapon gains +1 bonus.

Obscuring Mist: Fog surrounds you.

Protection from Good: +2 to AC and saves, counter
mind control, hedge out elementals and outsiders.

Ray of Enfeeblement: Ray deals 1d6 +1 per two
levels Str damage.

Sanctuary: Opponents can't attack you, and you
can't attack.

Shield: Invisible disc gives +4 to AC, blocks magic
missiles.

Shocking Grasp: Touch delivers 1dé/level electricity
damage (max 5d6).

Unseen Servant: Invisible force obeys your

commands.

2ND-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Align Weapon: Weapon becomes good, evil, lawful,
or chaotic.

Alter Self: Assume form of a similar creature.

Animate Dead: Creates undead skeletons and zombies.

Blindness/Deafness: Makes subject blinded or deafened.

Blur: Attacks miss subject 20% of the time.
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Chill Metal: Cold metal damages those who touch it.

Command Undead: Undead creature obeys your
commands.

Darkness: 20-ft. radius of supernatural shadow.

Darkvision: See 60 ft. in total darkness.

Daze Monster: Living creature of 6 HD or less loses
next action.

Death Knell: Kills dying creature; you gain 1d8
temporary hp, +2 to Str, and +1 level.

Desecrate: Fills area with negative energy, making
undead stronger.

Detect Thoughts: Allows “listening” to surface
thoughts.

False Life: Gain 1d10 temporary hp +1/level (max +10).

Fog Cloud: Fog obscures vision.

Gentle Repose: Preserves one corpse.

Ghoul Touch: Paralyzes one subject, which exudes stench

Tasha's Hideous Laughter: Subject loses actions for
1 round/level.

Hold Person: Paralyzes one humanoid for 1 round/level.

Inflict Moderate Wounds: Touch attack, 2d8 damage
+1/level (max +10).

Locate Object: Senses direction toward object
(specific or type).

Make Whole: Repairs an object.

Misdirection: Misleads divinations for one creature
or object.

Resist Energy: Ignores first 10 (or more) points of
damage/attack from specified energy type.

Restoration, Lesser: Dispels magical ability penalty
or repairs 1d4 ability damage.

Scare: Panics creatures of less than 6 HD.

See Invisibility: Reveals invisible creatures or objects.

Shatter: Sonic vibration damages objects or
crystalline creatures.

Silence: Negates sound in 20-ft. radius.

Soften Earth and Stone: Turns stone to clay or dirt to
sand or mud.

Spectral Hand: Creates disembodied glowing hand
to deliver touch attacks.

Spider Climb: Grants ability to walk on walls and
ceilings.

Summon Swarm: Summons swarm of bats, rats,
or spiders.

Touch of Idiocy: Subject takes 1d6 points of Int, Wis,
and Cha damage.

Undetectable Alignment: Conceals alignment for
24 hours.

Web: Fills 20-ft.-radius spread with sticky spiderwebs.

3rD-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS
Arcane Sight: Magical auras become visible to you.
Bestow Curse: —6 to an ability score; —4 on attack
rolls, saves, and checks; or 50% chance of losing
each action. ¢

-

Contagion: Infects subject with chosen disease.

Deep Slumber: Puts 10 HD of creatures to sleep.

Deeper Darkness: Object sheds supernatural shadow
in 60-ft. radius.

Diminish Plants: Reduces size or blights growth of
normal plants.

Dispel Magic: Cancels magical spells and effects.

Gaseous Form: Subject becomes insubstantial and
can fly slowly.

Halt Undead: Immobilizes undead for 1 round|level.

Inflict Serious Wounds: Touch attack, 3d8 damage
+1/level (max +15).

Magic Circle against Good: As protection spells, but
10-ft. radius and 10 min./level.

Magic Fang, Greater: One natural weapon of subject
creature gets +1/four levels on attack and damage
rolls (max +5).

Magic Weapon, Greater: +1/four levels (max +5).

Meld into Stone: You and your gear merge with stone.

Phantom Steed: Magic horse appears for 1 hour/level.

Poison: Touch deals 1d10 Con damage, repeats in 1 min.

Protection from Energy: Absorb 12 points/level of
damage from one kind of energy.

Ray of Exhaustion: Ray makes subject exhausted.

Remove Curse: Frees object or person from curse.

Slow: One subject/level takes only one action/round,
-1 to AC, reflex saves, and attack rolls.

Speak with Dead: Corpse answers one question/
two levels.

Stinking Cloud: Nauseating vapors, 1 round|/level.

Stone Shape: Sculpts stone into any shape.

Vampiric Touch: Touch deals 1d6/two levels damage;
caster gains damage as hp.

Wind Wall: Deflects arrows, smaller creatures, and gases.

41H-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Arcane Eye: Invisible floating eye moves 30 ft./round.

Charm Monster: Makes monster believe it is your ally.

Crushing Despair: Subjects take —2 on attack rolls,
damage rolls, saves, and checks.

Death Ward: Grants immunity to death spells and
negative energy effects.

Detect Scrying: Alerts you of magical eavesdropping.

Dimension Door: Teleports you a short distance.

Dimensional Anchor: Bars extradimensional
movement.

Enervation: Subject gains 1d4 negative levels.

Evard’s Black Tentacles: Tentacles grapple all within
20-ft. spread.

Fear: Subjects within cone flee for 1 round|/level.

Giant Vermin: Turns centipedes, scorpions, or spiders
into giant vermin.

Globe of Invulnerability, Lesser: Stops 1st- through
3rd-level spell effects.

Ice Storm: Hail deals 5d6 damage in cylinder 40 ft. across.
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Inflict Critical Wounds: Touch attack, 4d8 damage
+1/level (max +20).

Phantasmal Killer: Fearsome illusion kills subject or
deals 3d6 damage.

Scrying *: Spies on subject from a distance.

Solid Fog: Blocks vision and slows movement.

Stoneskin: Ignore 10 points of damage per attack.

Tongues: Speak any language.

Wall of Ice: Ice plane creates wall with 15 hp +1/level,

or hemisphere can trap creatures inside.

5TH-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Baleful Polymorph: Transforms subject into harmless
animal.

Blight: Withers one plant or deals 1d6/level damage
to plant creature.

Cloudkill: Kills 3 HD or less; 4-6 HD save or die, 6+
HD take Con damage.

Command, Greater: As command, but affects one
subject/level.

Cone of Cold: 1d6/level cold damage.

Create Undead: Create ghouls, ghasts, mummies, or
mohrgs.

Dispel Good: +4 bonus against attacks.

Dominate Person: Controls humanoid telepathically.

Hold Monster: As hold person, but any creature.

Inflict Light Wounds, Mass: Deals 1d8 damage +1/
level to many creatures.

Insect Plague: Locust swarms attack creatures.

Magic Jar: Enables possession of another creature.

Nightmare: Sends vision dealing 1d10 damage, fatigue.

Slay Living: Touch attack kills subject.

Symbol of Pain: Triggered rune wracks nearby
creatures with pain.

Unhallow ™: Designates location as unholy.

Wall of Stone: Creates a stone wall that can be shaped.

Waves of Fatigue: Several targets become fatigued.

6TH-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Acid Fog: Fog deals acid damage.

Antilife Shell: 10-ft.-radius field hedges out living
creatures.

Blade Barrier: Wall of blades deals 1d6/level damage.

Circle of Death: Kills 1d4/level HD of creatures.

Control Undead: Undead don't attack you while
under your command.

Dispel Magic, Greater: As dispel magic, but up to +20
on check.

Eyebite: Target becomes panicked, sickened, and
comatose.

Harm: Deals 10 points/level damage to target.

Inflict Moderate Wounds, Mass: Deals 2d8 damage
+1/level to many creatures.

Move Earth: Digs trenches and builds hills.

* Shadow Walk: Step into shadow to travel rapidly.

Symbol of Fear: Triggered rune panics nearby creatures.

Undeath to Death: Destroys 1d4 HDflevel undead
(max 20d4).

Word of Recall: Teleports you back to designated place.

7TH-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Arcane Sight, Greater: As arcane sight, but also
reveals magic effects on creatures and objects.

Blasphemy: Kills, paralyzes, weakens, or dazes
nonevil subjects.

Creeping Doom: Swarms of centipedes attack at
your command.

Destruction: Kills subject and destroys remains.

Ethereal Jaunt: You become ethereal for 1 round/level.

Finger of Death: Kills one subject.

Hold Person, Mass: As hold person, but all within 30 ft.

Inflict Serious Wounds, Mass: Deals 3d8 damage
+1/level to many creatures.

Power Word Blind: Blinds creature with 200 hp or less.

Repulsion: Creatures can't approach you.

Scrying, Greater: As scrying, but faster and longer.

Symbol of Stunning: Triggered rune stuns nearby
creatures.

Symbol of Weakness: Triggered rune weakens nearby
creatures.

True Seeing: Lets you see all things as they really are.

Waves of Exhaustion: Several targets become
exhausted.

Word of Chaos: Kills, confuses, stuns, or deafens
nonchaotic subjects.

8TH-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Antimagic Field: Negates magic within 10 fi.

Antipathy: Object or location affected by spell repels
certain creatures.

Charm Monster, Mass: As charm monster, but all
within 30 ft.

Clone: Duplicate awakens when original dies.

Create Greater Undead: Create shadows, wraiths,
spectres, or devourers.

Discern Location: Reveals exact location of creature
or object.

Inflict Critical Wounds, Mass: Deals 4d8 damage
+1/level to many creatures.

Iron Body: Your body becomes living iron.

Maze: Traps subject in extradimensional maze.

Mind Blank: Subject is immune to mental/femotional
magic and scrying.

Power Word Stun: Stuns creature with 150 hp or less.

Symbol of Death: Triggered rune slays nearby
creatures.

Temporal Stasis: Puts subject into suspended animation.

Trap the Soul: Imprisons subject within gem.

Unholy Aura: +4 to AC, +4 resistance, and SR 25
against good spells. "

STANDARD

"\ {LLHSaES

-~

".#,' :




91H-LEVEL DEATH MASTER SPELLS

Astral Projection: Projects you and companions onto
Astral Plane.

Dominate Monster: As dominate person, but any creature,
Energy Drain: Subject gains 2d4 negative levels.
Etherealness: Travel to Ethereal Plane with companions.
Foresight: “Sixth sense” warns of impending danger.
Hold Monster, Mass: As hold monster, but all within 30 ft.
Implosion: Kills one creature/round.
Power Word Kill: Kills one creature with 100 hp or less.
Shapechange: Transforms you into any creature, and
change forms once per round.,
Soul Bind: Traps newly dead soul to prevent resurrection,
Wail of the Banshee: Kills one creature/level.
Weird: As phantasmal killer, but affects all within 30 f.

Master of the Dead (Su): As a herald of Orcus, the
death master is the unquestioned master of the living
dead. An undead creature must make a Will save (DC 10
+ half the death master’s level + his Charisma modifier)
in order to attack him in any way. If this save fails, the
undead creature cannot take any aggressive action
against the death master for 24 hours. If the undead
creature succeeds in this save, it can act normally for 24
hours. After this time, it must save again.

While under the effects of this ability, an undead
creature cannot take any direct action against the death
master, but it could order its minions to attack, cast
spells to boost its allies who can attack the death master,
and so on.

Undead creatures that lack Intelligence scores
automatically fail this save unless another creature
controls them, such as a cleric who channels negative
energy. In this case, the creature that controls the
unintelligent undead makes a save on its behalf.

Sustenance of the Dead (Su): A 1oth-level death
master gains power from the negative energy that
infuses undead creatures. Once per round as a free
action the death master can draw energy from a single
undead creature he controls. The undead creature must
be within 60 feet of the death master. When the death
master user this power, he reduces the undead creature
to a pile of dust and gains 2 temporary hit points per
Hit Die of the undead creature, These temporary hit
points fade after 1 hour.

An undead creature with an Intelligence score can
make a Will save (DC 10 + half the death master's level
+ his Charisma modifier) to avoid destruction. If the
save succeeds, the death master gains no temporary hit
points. The undead creature survives and is no longer
under the death master’s control. The death master
can attempt to rebuke the newly independent creature
as normal.

Undead creatures that lack Intelligence scores gain
no saving throw against this ability. +
- . 4
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Apsect of the Dead (Su): At 1sth level, the death
master has proven himself as a mighty servant of Orcus.
As a reward, the lord of undead grants him several
of the defenses and abilities of the living dead. The
death master gains darkvision with a range of 6o feet,
immunity to all mind-affecting effects, and immunity
against poison, sleep effects, paralysis, stunning, disease,
and death effects.

Lichdom: At 20th level, the death master gains the
lich template. Having proved himself as one of Orcus’s
most treasured followers, the death master attains the
mantle of undeath. Even nonhumanoid death masters
gain this template, although usually they are ineligible
for it. Already undead death masters gain the lich’s
benefits listed under armor class, special attacks, turn
resistance, damage reduction, abilities, and skills. These
granted abilities stack with any the undead death master
already possessed.

Jester

by Rager E. Moore, DRAGON #60, April 1982

The jester masters a style of performance and magic
similar to the bard’s. While a bard sings to inspire courage
and arouse hope in his friends, the jester uses his razor
wit and comedic put downs to devastate his enemies. The
jester’s style of performance allows him to find flaws in
others and exploit them with his cruel sense of humor.
Most jesters serve as fools and comedians in the courts
of powerful nobles. Their comedy serves to lighten the
mood in the royal court, while a jester’s jibes and puns
can put a king’s political enemies in their place.

A jester’s magic comes from his ability to find humor
in even the grimmest situation. Even while a fierce
battle rages around him, the jester finds reason to make
merry. Evil jesters see life as a running joke, with the
punchline the pain, suffering, and torment they inflict
on others. Good jesters see their role as providing
relief and support to others. Neutral jesters are merely
observers who report on the odd coincidences, grim
ironies, and bitter comedy of life.

Adventures: The jester’s profession naturally lends
itself to instability. A single poorly worded joke or a
scathing comeback delivered to the wrong nobleman
can see a jester banished from court and forced onto
the road. Other jesters work as traveling entertainers by
choice. In any case, jesters typically adventure for lack
of any other option. Jesters tend to be wanderers and
free spirits with an adventuresome streak.

Characteristics: Jesters produce magic from deep
within their souls in a manner similar to bards, but
while bards focus on great epics, inspiring stories, and
ancient myths, jesters seek purely to entertain. Their
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ability to find humor at the expense of others gives
their magic a more aggressive edge—one that allows
them to use spells that harass others.

Alignment: Jesters are iconoclasts who march to their
own tune. They are always chaotic, with most tending
toward neutrality. Most jesters are too mischievous, and
their humor too biting, for good. Yet by the same turn only
asmall fraction cross the line from comedy to sadism.

Religion: Most jesters revere Olidammara, although
a significant minority sees Fharlanghn, god of roads, as
their patron. Good jesters usually worship Olidammara,
while evil ones who find comedy in death and torment
follow Erythnul.

Background: An apprentice jester usually studies
under a master comedian, one who has served in a regal
court or earned his keep with performances across
the land. Serving as an apprentice jester is difficult,
miserable work. An apprentice must often serve
as the straight man or dupe in an act. If a jester
wants to include a pie-throwing bit in his act, his
apprentice is the most likely target on stage. Good
jesters maintain that, by learning what it feels
like to be on the receiving end of a joke or prank,

a jester learns to use his talents responsibly. Evil
jesters go out of their way to torment and abuse
their charges, the better to twist them to the cause of
evil and motivate them to revisit their hurts five fold
upon the world.

Races: Gnomes and halflings
have a natural l
affinity for the
jester’s talents.
Members  of
those races who
become jesters love
to use their humor to
knock the bigger races
down a peg. Elves, with
their love of music and
dance, also have a natural
pull toward the class, but
in many cases the long- !
lived elves find the jester’s
path too shallow and simple
for their tastes. Dwarves and
half-orcs rarely become jesters, as
their naturally withdrawn or crude
personalities make them ill-suited
as humorists and entertainers.

Other Classes: Jesters have
trouble getting along with
almost all other classes,
save for bards. As fellow

performers bards
can appreaate /

find paladins particularly stuffy, humorless, and dull,
and needle them with jokes and puns at every turn—
particularly because the paladin’s code forbids violence
over such a small matter as a joke.

Role: The jester functions best when he supports his
comrades on adventures., Unlike a bard, he has a fair
number of offensive spells and abilities. He can shake even
the mightiest warrior’s confidence with his performance
abilities and his spells. The jester’s natural charisma
sometimes makes him a good spokesmen or diplomat,
but his tendency toward humorous quips—even when
such jokes aren't in the party’s best interest—can sabotage
even the most sincere attempts at diplomacy.
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a jester’s wit even when it is aimed at them. Jesters ‘k
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GAME RULE INFORMATION
Jesters have the following game statistics.

Abilities: Charisma determines the jester’s ability to
use his comedic talents and spells, while Dexterity aids
many of his skills.

Alignment: Any chaotic.

Hit Die: d6.

CLAss SKILLS
The jester’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are Balance (Dex), Bluff (Cha), Climb
(Str), Disable Device (Int), Disguise (Cha), Escape
Artist (Dex), Gather Information (Cha), Hide (Dex),
Intimidate (Cha), Jump (Str), Knowledge (local) (Int),
Knowledge (nobility and royalty) (Int), Move Silently
(Dex), Open Lock (Dex), Perform (Cha), Search (Int),
Sense Motive (Wis), Sleight of Hand (Dex), Speak
Language (None), Tumble (Dex), Use Magic Device
(Cha), and Use Rope (Dex).

Skill Points at 1st Level: (6 + Int modifier) x 4.

Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 6 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the jester.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A jester is
proficient with all simple weapons, plus the rapier,
sap, short sword, shortbow, and whip. Jesters are
proficient with light armor and all shields save for
the tower shield. Most jesters prefer light armor
that gives them the maximum flexibility needed to
perform their acrobatics.

Spells: The jester casts arcane spells in amanner similar
to a sorcerer or bard. He can cast any spell he knows
without preparing it ahead of time. To learn or cast a spell,
a jester must have a Charisma score equal to at least 10 +
the spell’s level. The save DC for the jester's spells is 10 +
the spell’s level + the jester’s Charisma modifier.

The jester receives bonus spells based on his
Charisma. If the jester’s level progression chart shows
that he can cast o spells of a given level, he gains
only the bonus spells he is entitled to based on his
Charisma.

The jester knows only a limited range of spells, as
shown on table 2—5. At 5th level and every three jester
levels after that, the jester can remove one spell from his
list of known spells and replace it with a new one from
the jester spell list.

Jester’'s Audacity: The jester's natural talent for
performance, his often outrageous dress, and his
seemingly lackadaisical attitude throws his opponents
off guard in combat. Even a jester armed with a vicious-
looking weapon cuts a comedic figure that many
warriors have trouble taking seriously.

At 1st level, a jester gains a +1 dodge bonus to his
Armor Class. This bonus increases to +2 at 5@@51, +3at
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10th level, +4 at 15th level, and +5 at 20th level. However,
this bonus can never be greater than the jester’s current
Charisma bonus. The jester's audacity draws in part on
his shameless ability to project himself as nonchalant,
goofy, and inept in even the deadliest struggle.

Jester’s Performance: The jester is the master of the
verbal put down, the hilarious joke, or the savage verbal
lashing. His words can inspire dread and outrage in
his enemies or confidence and comfort in his friends.
Once per day per jester level, the jester can use his wit
to produce magical effects in those around him. The
jester must have at least 1 rank in Perform (comedy) to
use these abilities, and many of them rely on the use of
that skill to establish their save DCs and other effects.
The jester must share a language and be able to speak to
the target or targets of his performance abilities unless
otherwise noted in the specific ability’s description.

Starting a jester’s performance ability is a standard
action, and the jester can maintain the performance
(either as a free action or move action, depending on the
specific performance used). The jester cannot use spells,
activate magic items by spell completion, or activate
magic items by word while using his jester’s performance
ability. The jester must keep up a steady stream of puns,
insults, or jokes to maintain the performance’s effect.

A deaf jester has a 20% failure chance when
attempting to use his performance ability. If he fails, the
attempt still counts against his daily number of jester’s
performances.

Fascinate (Sp): A jester with 3 or more ranks in Perform
(comedy) can create a running stream of jokes, gags,
and acrobatic stunts to cause one or more creatures
to become fascinated with him. Each creature to be
fascinated must be within go feet, able to see and hear
the jester, and able to pay attention to him. The jester
must also be able to see the creature. The distraction of
a nearby combat or other dangers prevents the ability
from working. For every three levels a jester attains
beyond 1st, he can target one additional creature with a
single use of this ability.

An affected creature gets to make a Will save (DC 10
+ 1/2 jester’s level + jester’s Cha modifier). If a creature
succeeds at this saving throw the jester cannot attempt
to fascinate that creature again for 24 hours. Creatures
that fail this save sit quietly and listen to the jester's
performance, taking no other actions for as long as
the jester continues to perform (up to a maximum of 1
round per jester level). While fascinated, a target takes a—4
penalty on skill checks made as reactions, such as Listen
and Spot checks. Any potential threat requires the jester
to make another Perform (comedy) check and allows the
creature a new saving throw against a DC equal to the
new check result.

Any obvious threat, such as someone drawing a
weapon, casting a spell, or aiming a ranged weapon at
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TABLE 2-5: THE JESTER

- L% STATDARD

BAsE
ATTACK  FORT REF WiLL
LeveL BoNus SAVE SAVE SAVE  SPECIAL O 1ST 2ND 3RD 4TH 5TH 6TH
1st +0 +0 42 42 Jester’s audacity +1, jester’s performance 2 — — — — — —
fascinate, inspiring quip
2nd +1 +0 +3 43 Bonus feat 3 0 — — — — —
3rd +2 +1 43 43 Taunt 31 — — — — —
dth +3 +1 +4 44 3 2 0 — — — —
sth +3 +1 44 +4  Bonus feat, jester’s audacity +2 3 31 — — — —
6th -+ +2 45 45 Calming performance 3 3 2 — — — —
7th +5 42 45 45 A2 oL == —
8th +6/+1 +2 +6  +6 S 3 1l — — —
9th +6/+1 43 46 +6  Buffoonery 3 3. 3 2 — — —
10th +7[+2 +3 +7 47 Bone rattler, jester’s audacity +3 3 3 3 2 0 — —
11th +8/+3 +3 +7 47 e e TR P R e
12th  +9/+4 +4  +8 +8  Vicious lampoon 3 3 3 3 2 — —
13th  +9/+4 +#  +8 48 ST ANIAT D3l gdl=
14th +10/+5 +4 +9 49 4 3 3 3 3 1 —
15th  +11/+6/+1 45 +9 49  Jester's audacity +4, vexing dialogue A0 VS B it 3 o B ==
16th  +12/+7/+2 +5  +10 +10 4. 4 4 3 3 0
17th  +12/+7/+2 +5 +10 +10 43545 - @i T3 BT
18th  +13/+8/+3 +6  +11 +11  Scathing wit 4 4 4 4 4 3 2
19th  +14/+9/+4 +6  +11 +11 & 4 4.4 474 .3
20th +15/+10/+5 +6  +12 +12  Jester’s audacity +5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

the target, automatically breaks the effect. Fascinate is
an enchantment (compulsion), language-dependant,
mind-affecting ability.

Inspiring Quip (Su): A jester with 3 or more ranks in
Perform (comedy) can boost his allies’ morale with a joke
that breaks their tension and invigorates their spirits.
As an immediate action when an opponent misses an
attack, the jester makes a wisecrack denigrating the
foe's fighting ability. The jester must be able to see the
unsuccessful attack. All allies within 30 feet of the jester
gain a +2 morale bonus on all attacks against that foe for
the rest of the encounter. The jester can use this ability
more than once during an encounter to grant a morale
bonus against multiple foes,

Taunt (Su): A jester with 3 or more ranks in Perform
(comedy) can attempt to hurl such stinging insults
against a foe that his opponent loses his temper in
an explosive display. The jester targets one creature
within 60 feet that shares a language with him. The
target must be able to hear the jester for this ability
to have an effect. The target can make a Will save
(DC 10 + 1/2 jester’s level + jester’s Cha modifier).
If he fails, the target gains a +1 morale bonus on
attack rolls but takes a —2 penalty to Armor Class.
On its next turn the affected target takes the most
direct route possible (charging if able) toward the
jester that avoids any obviously dangerous terrain,
sugh as a pit of bubbling lava. The target may stop
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TABLE 2-6: JESTER SPELLS KNOWN

N
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LEVEL o 5TH 6TH
1st 4
2nd 5
3rd 6
4th 6
Sth 6
6th 6
7th 6
8th 6
9th 6
10th 6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
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11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
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if an opponent blocks its path and can move around
its foes in such a way as to avoid provoking attacks
of opportunity (unless able to charge). If the target
does provoke an attack of opportunity due to this
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movement, it immediately gets to make another Will
save, this time with a +2 bonus. The jester must use
a free action to continue to taunt his opponent each
round, and if he cannot complete this act the taunt’s
effects immediately end. This is a mind-affecting,
language-dependant ability.

Calming Performance (Su): A jester of 6th level and with g
ormoreranksin Perform (comedy)candiffuse thetension,
anger, and simmering violence in a confrontation. He
can cause all creatures currently affected by his fascinate
ability to adopt a friendly attitude toward himself, his
allies, and all other creatures currently affected by the
jester’s fascinate ability. This effect lasts for 10 minutes per
jester level. Calming performance is a mind-affecting,
language-dependent ability.

Buffoonery (Su): A gth-level jester with 12 or more
ranks in Perform (comedy) can caper and dance
to distract his opponents in battle. The jester’s
outrageous actions distract his foe, leaving it unable
to effectively defend itself. The jester can choose a
single target within 30 feet to whom he has line of
sight. The target must be able to see and hear the
jester, and gets a Will save (DC 10 + 1/2 jester’s level +
jester’s Cha modifier). If the target misses this save,
it loses its Dexterity bonus (if any) to its Armor Class.
The target gains a new save each round the jester
maintains buffoonery (a free action). If the target
makes a successful Will save the effect ends and the
target becomes immune to that particular jester's
buffoonery for 24 hours.

Vicious Lampoon (Su) A 12th-level jester with 15
or more ranks in Perform (comedy) can mock his
opponents with such vicious, cutting humor that they
lose confidence in their fighting ability. Every opponent
within 6o feet of the jester who can hear and understand
him must make a Will save (DC 10 + 1/2 jester’s level +
jester’s Cha modifier), Creatures that fail this save suffer
a—2 penalty on attack rolls, skill and ability checks, and
saving throws for as long as the jester continues to
perform (as a move action), up to a maximum number
of rounds equal to the jester's level. This is a mind-
affecting, language-dependant effect.

Vexing Dialogue (Su): A 1sth-level jester with 18 or
more ranks in Perform (comedy) can create a running
series of jokes, observations, and insults that breaks a
single target’s ability to concentrate. When the jester
uses this ability, his target must make a Concentration
check opposed by the jester’s Perform (comedy) check
to cast a spell, use a supernatural ability, or otherwise
perform an act that would require a Concentration
check to complete if the target suffered damage
while attempting it. This effect lasts for 1 round. The
jester can use this ability against a given target once
per encounter. This is a mind-affecting, _‘I'anguage-
dependent effect. 1,
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Scathing Wit (Su): An 18th-level jester with 21 or
more ranks in Perform (comedy) can leave his target
a dispirited, demoralized shell with a few choice,
cutting remarks. The target can make a Will save (DC
10 +1/2 jester’s level + jester’s Cha modifier). If the save
fails, the target suffers a penalty equal to the jester's
Charisma bonus on attack rolls and saving throws.
This penalty lasts for as long as the jester performs
(a move action), for a maximum number of rounds
equal to half the jester’s level. This is a mind-affecting,
language-dependent effect. The target must be able to
see and clearly hear the jester.

Bonus Feats: A jester learns a variety of juggling
tricks to entertain his audience. As a result, he develops
the reflexes and timing needed to knock fast moving
objects out of the air. At 2nd level, a jester with 5 or
more ranks in Perform (comedy) gains Deflect Arrows
as a bonus feat.

At 6th level, a jester with 9 or more ranks in Perform
(comedy) gains Snatch Arrows as a bonus feat. His reflexes
and timing improve to the point that he can catch deadly
missiles rather than merely knock them aside.

Bone Rattler: At 1oth-level, the jester’s antics are
so vexing that even the normally implacable undead
fall victim to them. The jester’s mind-affecting
jester's performance abilities function as normal
against undead that possess intelligence scores,
although undead creatures gain a +2 bonus on their
saves against such abilities. Undead creatures that
lack intelligence scores and other types of creatures
immune to mind-affecting effects remain immune to
the jester’s talents.

JESTER SPELLS

O-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS

Create Water: Creates 2 gallons/level of pure water.

Dancing Lights: Creates torches or other lights.

Daze: Humanoid creature of 4 HD or less loses
next action.

Detect Magic: Detects spells and magic items
within 60 ft.

Flare: Dazzles one creature (-1 on attack rolls).

Light: Object shines like a torch.

Mage Hand: 5-pound telekinesis.

Mending: Makes minor repairs on an object.

Open/Close: Opens or closes small or light things.

Prestidigitation: Performs minor tricks.

1sT-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS
Animate Rope: Makes a rope move at your command.
Bane: Enemies take —1 on attack rolls and saves
against fear.
Cause Fear: One creature of 5 HD or less flees for
1d4 rounds.
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Charm Person: Makes one person your friend.
Color Spray: Knocks unconscious, blinds, and/or
stuns weak creatures.

Command: One subject obeys selected command for

1 round.

Disguise Self: Changes your appearance.

Doom: One subject takes -2 on attack rolls, damage
rolls, saves, and checks.

Entropic Shield: Ranged attacks against you have
20% miss chance.

Expeditious Retreat: Your speed increases by 30 ft.

Feather Fall: Objects or creatures fall slowly.

Grease: Makes 10-ft. square or one object slippery.

Hypnotism: Fascinates 2d4 HD of creatures.

Jump: Subject gets bonus on Jump checks.

Magic Aura: Alters object’s magic aura.

Obscuring Mist: Fog surrounds you.

Reduce Person: Humanoid creature halves in size.

Sanctuary: Opponents can't attack you, and you can't
attack.

Shocking Grasp: Touch delivers 1d6/level electricity
damage (max 5d6).

Silent Image: Creates minor illusion of your design.

Sleep: Puts 4 HD of creatures into magical slumber.

Tasha’s Hideous Laughter: Subject loses actions for
1 round/level.

Unseen Servant: Invisible force obeys your
commands.

Ventriloquism: Throws voice for 1 min./level.

2ND-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS
Alter Self: Assume form of a similar creature.
Blur: Attacks miss subject 20% of the time.
Darkvision: See 60 ft. in total darkness.
Daze Monster: Living creature of 6 HD or less loses
next action.

Eagle’s Splendor: Subject gains +4 to Cha for 1 min./level.

Enthrall: Captivates all within 100 ft. + 10 ft./level.

Find Traps: Notice traps as a rogue does.

Fog Cloud: Fog obscures vision.

Fox's Cunning: Subject gains +4 Int for 1 min./level.

Glitterdust: Blinds creatures, outlines invisible creatures.

Hypnotic Pattern: Fascinates (2d4 + level) HD of
creatures.

Invisibility: Subject is invisible for 1 min./level or
until it attacks.

Levitate: Subject moves up and down at your direction.

Minor Image: As silent image, plus some sound.

Mirror Image: Creates decoy duplicates of you (1d4
+1 per three levels, max 8).

Misdirection: Misleads divinations for one creature
or object.

Pyrotechnics: Turns fire into blinding light or
choking smoke.

- Bope Trick: As many as eight creatures hide in
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extradimensional space.
Scare: Panics creatures of less than 6 HD,

Sound Burst: Deals 1d8 sonic damage to subjects;
may stun them.

Spider Climb: Grants ability to walk on walls and ceilings.

Touch of Idiocy: Subject takes 1d6 points of Int, Wis,
and Cha damage.

Undetectable Alignment: Conceals alignment
for 24 hours.

3RD-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS

Bestow Curse: -6 to an ability score; —4 on attack
rolls, saves, and checks; or 50% chance of losing
each action.

Confusion: Subjects behave oddly for 1 round/level.

Crushing Despair: Subjects take -2 on attack rolls,
damage rolls, saves, and checks.

Displacement: Attacks miss subject 50%.

Gaseous Form: Subject becomes insubstantial and
can fly slowly.

Haste: One creature/level moves faster, +1 on attack
rolls, AC, and Reflex saves.

Invisibility Sphere: Makes everyone within 10 ft.
invisible.

Rage: Subjects gains +2 to Str and Con, +1 on Will
saves,—2 to AC.

Shrink Item: Object shrinks to one-sixteenth size.

Slow: One subject/level takes only one actionfround,
—1 to AC, reflex saves, and attack rolls.

Stinking Cloud: Nauseating vapors, 1 round/level.

Suggestion: Compels subject to follow stated course
of action.

Tongues: Speak any language.

4TH-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS

Bestow Curse: —6 to an ability score; —4 on attack
rolls, saves, and checks; or 50% chance of losing
each action.

Charm Monster: Makes monster believe it is your ally.

Dimension Door: Teleports you short distance.

Fear: Subjects within cone flee for 1 round/level.

Freedom of Movement: Subject moves normally
despite impediments.

Invisibility, Greater: As invisibility, but subject can
attack and stay invisible.

Minor Creation: Creates one cloth or wood object.

Polymorph: Gives one willing subject a new form.

Rainbow Pattern: Lights fascinate 24 HD of creatures.

Reduce Person, Mass: Reduces several creatures.

Shout: Deafens all within cone and deals 5d6 sonic
damage.

5TH-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS

Break Enchantment: Frees subjects from
enchantments, alterations, curses, and petriﬁcatiqp.
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Command, Greater: As command, but affects one

subject/level.

Feeblemind: Subject’s Int and Cha drop to 1.

Hold Monster: As hold person, but any creature.

Mind Fog: Subjects in fog get—10 to Wis and Will checks.

Persistent Image: As major image, but no
concentration required.

Seeming: Changes appearance of one person per
two levels.

6TH-LEVEL JESTER SPELLS
Animate Objects: Objects attack your foes.
Eagle’s Splendor, Mass: As eagle’s splendor, affects

one subject/level.

Ethereal Jaunt: You become ethereal for 1 round/level.
Insanity: Subject suffers continuous confusion.
Mislead: Turns you invisible and creates illusory double.
Otto’s Irresistible Dance: Forces subject to dance.

Mountebank

based on an idea proposed by E. Gary Gygax, DRAGON
#G5, September 1982

The mountebank is a trickster allied with the fell powers
of the Outer Planes: the herald of a demon prince, a duke
of Hell, or a similar power. Some mountebanks seek out
such an alliance, their thirst for power blotting out any
fears they might have of eternal damnation or servitude.
Other mountebanks are opportunists forced to embrace
an infernal pact for lack of any better options. In any case,
the mountebank is a master trickster who derives power
from her link to a dark master.

Mountebanks excel atmanipulating others with careful
lies, ruses, and other stratagems. Their connection to the
dark powers allows them to generate magical effects that
normally require extensive arcane training and skill to
create. Their hypnotic gaze can leave even the stoutest
warriors vulnerable to attack, while their magical talents
make them almost impossible to trap. Mountebanks
thrive on swindling the trusting, stealing from those
who use their wealth to help others, and doing whatever
else they can to spread misery. Some mountebanks fight
against the temptation to do evil. These brave souls strike
a bargain with evil and try to turn it against their foul
masters. Few of them succeed.

Adventures: Most mountebanks adventure out of a
pure sense of greed. They ally with other adventurers
only to have a stable of useful dupes to shield them from
harm. When the going gets rough, the mountebank saves
her own life. The more marks between her skin and her
enemies, the better.

Mountebanks who seek to betray their infernal
bargain usually work alone, but scmetjmes'-"ﬁﬁ'ejr find a
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small group of allies who grow to become their friends.
These mountebanks walk a lonely road, but in trusted
allies they might find the strength needed to sunder
their bonds to evil.

Characteristics: A mountebank derives strength from
her cunning and her infernal pact. She can produce
magical effects to trick others with the dark power
invested in her soul. The mountebank also has several
abilities similar to a rogue’s. She has a wide variety of
skills, she can disarm even magical traps, and she can
strike with deadly accuracy against an opponent ill-
prepared for her attack.

Alignment: Mountebanks are never good. The dark
powers never invest their might in one who could
blatantly turn it against them. Evil mountebanks
are marauders who care only for their own needs.
They loot, kill, assassinate, and deceive others as it
pleases them. Most neutral mountebanks have similar
attitudes, although they might not harm others from
a sense of joy but rather for the sake of necessity.
Mountebanks who struggle against their fate are
almost always neutral.

Religion: Mountebanks generally enter pacts with
demonic or infernal powers. Having been exposed to
such creatures, they rarely pray to other deities, Baalzebul,
Graz'zt, Mammon, Mephistopheles, and Orcus most
likely serve as patrons to a mountebank. A few evil deities,
such as Vecna and Iuz, also strike bargains with them.

Background: Mountebanks arise in a wide variety of
circumstances. Some reach out to the dark powers as part
of their initiation into an evil cult, while others learn to
forge their pact from a more powerful mountebank, one
who seeks out and recruits new fodder for her master.
In some cases—particularly in the case of a neutral
person—a deity, devil, or demon tempts a mortal who
faces a great danger with the powers of a mountebank.
Baalzebul in particularly enjoys corrupting the innocent
and desperate to the mountebank’s path.

Races: Humans and half-elves most often become
mountebanks. Humans are ambitious and daring enough
to take up such an offer. Half-elves, suspended between
two distinct cultures, might turn to the mountebank’s
path due to the resentment both halves of their heritage
display. While half-orcs are outcasts to an even greater
degree, their poor charisma and tendency toward direct
action make them poorly suited to this role. Dwarves,
elves, halflings, and gnomes produce few mountebanks,
and typically only from among the deviants and criminals
in their midst.

Other Classes: Mountebanks trust no one and
see all others in terms of their utility. Friendship is
almost utterly alien to them. They particularly hate
paladins, both because they are champions of good
and because paladins can sense the evil that dwells in
a mountebank’s heart.
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Role: Mountebanks are scouts, diplomats, and
tricksters at their best when they support their allies
in combat. Most mountebanks prefer to let others
shoulder the risks while they collect the rewards.

GAME RULE INFORMATION
Mountebanks have the following game statistics.

Abilities: Charisma is the mountebank’s most
important ability, as it aids in the use of her infernal |
talents. Dexterity aids a mountebank’s primary skills,
such as Hide and Sleight of Hand. Intelligence grants
her extra skill, thus expanding her abilities.

Alignment: Any non-good.

Hit Die: d6.

CLASS SKILLS
The mountebank’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are Appraise (Int), Balance (Dex), Bluff (Cha),
Concentration (Con), Diplomacy (Cha), Disable Device (Int),
Disguise (Cha), Escape Artist (Dex), Forgery (Int), Gather
Information (Cha), Hide (Dex), Intimidate (Cha), Knowledge
(the planes) (Int), Move Silently (Dex), Open Lock (Dex),
Search (Int), Sense Motive (Wis), Sleight of Hand (Dex),
Spellcraft (Int), Tumble (Dex), and Use Magic Device (Cha).
Skill Points at 1st Level: (6 + Int modifier) % 4.
Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 6 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the mountebank.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A mountebank is
proficient with all simple weapons and light armor, but
not with any shields.

Beguiling Stare (Su): As a standard action, the
mountebank can stare into her target’s eyes and attempt
to hypnotize him through the force of her infernal gaze.
The target of this ability must make a Will save (DC 10 +
1/2 mountebank’s level + mountebank’s Cha modifier).
If this save fails, the target becomes beguiled until the
end of the mountebank’s next turn. The mountebank
can use this ability at will, but she cannot attempt to use
it against a single target more than once per day.

A beguiled character loses his Dexterity bonus to
Armor Class. He also suffers a —2 penalty on all Will
saves and a —5 penalty on all Sense Motive checks. The
mountebank’s infernal power overwhelms the target's
mind, leaving his thoughts foggy and his body leaden.
If the mountebank’s target succeeds in his save, he has
no knowledge of the mountebank’s attempt to beguile
him unless he makes a DC 20 Knowledge (the planes)
check. In the target's mind, he merely stared into her
eyes for a moment.

Beguiling stare is a mind-affecting ability.

Bonus Language: The mountebank gains either
Abyssal or Infernal as a bonus language to better
‘tommunicate with her sinister masters.
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TABLE 2-7: THE MOUNTEBANK

Beguiling stare, bonus language, mark of damnation, trapfinding
Infernal patron, mass beguile

Disguise the soul’s aspect

Base

ATTACK  FORT REF  WiLL
LeveL BoNus SAvE SAVE SAvVE SPECIAL
1st +0 +0 +2 +0
2nd +1 +0 +3 +0 Deceptive attack +1d6
3rd +2 +1 +3 +1
4th +3 +1 +#4 4l Infernal guise
Sth +3 +1 +4 +1
6th +4 +2 +5 +2 Deceptive attack +2d6
7th +5 +2 +5 +2

8th +6/+1 +2 +6 42
gth +6/+1 +3 +6 +3

Infernal defense

Deceptive attack +3d6, infernal jaunt

10th  +7/+2  +3 W7 a3

11th  +8/43 +3 +7 43

12th +9/+4 +4 +8 +4 Infernal influence
13th  +9/+4 +4 +8  +4

l4th  +10/+5 +4 +9 +4 Deceptive attack +4d6
15th  +11/+6/+1 +5 49 45 Sudden strike

16th  +12/+7/+2  +5 +10 45 Infernal escape

17th  +12/+7/+2 45 +#10 45

18th +13/+8[+3 +6 +11  +6 Deceptive attack +5d6
19th +14/+9/+4 +6  +11 46

20th +15/+10/+5 +6  +12  +6

Mark of Damnation: A mountebank pledges her soul
to an infernal power, be it a demon, devil, or similar
baleful lord. When the mountebank dies, her soul is
consigned to her master. Any attempt to return her to
life has a chance of failure, as the mountebank’s master
determines the fate of her soul. The mountebank must
make a DC 25 Bluff or Diplomacy check (her choice) to
return to the living. She gains a bonus on this check
equal to half her mountebank level, as the dark lords of
the Outer Planes prefer to let their more accomplished
and skilled pawns return to the Material Plane to wreak
further misery.

Trapfinding: Mountebanks can use the Search skill to
locate traps when the task has a Difficulty Class higher
than 20. Finding a nonmagical trap has a DC of at least
20, or higher if it is well hidden. Finding a magic trap
has a DC of 25 + the level of the spell used to create it.

Mountebanks can use the Disable Device skill to
disarm magic traps. A magic trap generally has a DC of
25+ the level of the spell used to create it. A mountebank
who beats a trap’s DC by 10 or more with a Disable
Device check can study the trap, figure out how it works,
and bypass it without disarming it.

Deceptive Attack: If a mountebank of at least 2nd
level can lull an opponent into dropping his defenses,
she can make a sudden, devastating strike.

The mountebank’s attack deals extra damage against
any target that is beguiled (as per the mountebank’s
beguiling stare ability) or against targets that she

-
' ..

- ,. T

Aspect of the damned, infernal deception

successfully feints. This extra damage is 1d6 at 2nd
level, and it increases by 1d6 every four mountebank
levels thereafter. The mountebank never multiplies
deceptive attack damage on a successful critical hit.
The mountebank cannot use this ability with ranged
weapons, nor can she use it to deal nonlethal damage.

This bonus damage applies against all creatures,
even those immune to critical hits or sneak attacks. The
speed and sudden nature of the mountebank’s attack
allows her to make a telling blow, rather than a strike
against a specific spot in her opponent’s anatomy.

Infernal Patron (Su): Owing to her close connection
to an infernal patron or similar, sinister master, the
mountebank can channel the energies of the Lower
Planes to aid her in clouding the minds of others. In a
manner similar to how a cleric calls upon the power of
his deity the mountebank turns to her master for aid. She
can call upon her patron’s aid a number of times per day
equal to 1/2 her mountebank level + Charisma modifier.
Channeling this energy and using it to power her abilities
is a standard action. The mountebank gains the ability to
use this power in a number of different ways.

Mass Beguile (Su): At 3rd level, the mountebank can
use her infernal patron ability to cloud the minds of her
enemies. She channels her power into a 3o0-foot burst,
with a range of 100 feet + 10 feet per mountebank level,
All creatures within this area must make Will saves
(DC 10 + 1/2 mountebank’s level + mountebank’s Cha
modifier). Creatures that fail this save are beguiled for a
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number of rounds equal to the mountebank’s Charisma
bonus, with a minimum of 1 round. This power affects
only those creatures with Hit Dice less than or equal to
the mountebank’s level. This is a mind-affecting ability.

Infernal Guise (Sp): By expending one use of her
infernal patron ability, the mountebank can use
alter self as a sorcerer with a caster level equal to her
mountebank level.

Disguise the Soul’s Aspect (Su): Whenever an opponent
attempts to use a spell capable of determining or
detecting the mountebank’s alignment, the mountebank
may expend one of her daily infernal patron uses to
make a Charisma check opposed by the Sense Motive
of the person attempting to discern her alignment. If
she succeeds, she picks the alignment that the caster
detects. In some cases, this might lead the caster to detect
nothing. For example, Abelard the paladin attempts
to use detect evil on the area occupied by Joreena the
mountebank. Joreena’s Charisma check beats Abelard’s,
and she decides to detect as lawful good. Thus, Abelard’s
ability does not detect her.

After making a successful Charisma check, the
mountebank foils that specific opponent's attempts for
24 hours. If her check fails, the mountebank cannot make
another opposed check against that target for 24 hours.

Infernal Defense (Sp): The mountebank can call upon her
foul patron to protect her from attacks. By expending one
of her uses of her infernal patron ability, the mountebank
can use displacement upon herself as a sorcerer with a
caster level equal to her mountebank level.

Infernal Jaunt (Sp): By expending one of her uses of
her infernal patron ability, the mountebank can slide
through planar space in a manner similar to a dimension
door. She can use this ability to travel a total of 10 feet +
5 feet per mountebank level. She activates this ability as
amove action and may take her other actions as normal
after arriving at her destination. When the mountebank
uses this ability, she disappears and re-appears in a
small puff of brimstone.,

If the mountebank wears a cloak of the mountebank,
the cloak adds 100 feet to her daily use of this ability in
addition to its normal benefits.

If the mountebank makes a melee attack immediately
after using her infernal jaunt ability, she gains the
benefits of her deceptive attack damage against her foe,

Infernal Influence (Sp): By expending one of her uses
of her infernal patron ability, the mountebank can use
confusion against a single target (rather than as an area of
effect ability). She otherwise uses the spell as a sorcerer
with a caster level equal to her mountebank level.

Infernal Escape (Su): By expending two of her uses of her
infernal patron ability, the mountebank can use teleport

as a sorcerer with a caster level equal to her mountebank
level, but with one important exception. The mountebank
"‘E?only use this ability on herself. She cannot transport

levels in an appropriate class.

Infernal Deception (Sp): By expending one use of
her infernal patron ability, the mountebank can use
mislead as a sorcerer with a caster level equal to her
mountebank level.

Aspect of the Damned: At 2oth level the mountebank’s
soul comes due to her master. She gains the half-fiend
template unless already one. Her alignment shifts to evil
unless already evil. In any case, she becomes her master’s
willing thrall. She transports to the Outer Planes and
becomes an NPC under the DM’s control.

Only a quest to break her pact with her demonic or
infernal overlord can free the mountebank from this
fate. The exact nature of this quest is left to the DM, but
it usually requires a mountebank to defeat her patron or
his most powerful minions, render him a great service,
or trick him into releasing her from their contract.

Savant

by Vince Garcia, DRAGON #140, December 1988

The savant is an adventurous expert, an academic who
seeks to expand his knowledge of the world by actively
exploring it. Savants learn a little bit of everything.
Much of their knowledge comes from striking out into
foreign lands and strange cultures. While a sage or other
academic relies on sprawling libraries and careful study
to expand his knowledge, the savant plunges into the
world and uncovers truths long overlooked or lost to
the mists of history.

Adventures: Savants see their adventures as the
opportunity to expand their knowledge. In battle, a
savant observes a creature and takes mental notes on its
abilities even as he struggles to defeat it.

Characteristics: The savantlearnsalittle bitofeverything,
He studies arcane and divine magic, learns how to find
and disarm traps, and handles a wide variety of weapons
with ease. His deep knowledge and intense learning allow
him to aid his allies in a variety of situations. The savant's
advice and talents guide and assist his allies.

Alignment: Savants can be of any alignment. Lawful
savants seek to catalog the world’s knowledge, while
chaotic savants study whatever lore happens to come
across their paths. Evil savants believe knowledge is
power, jealously guarding their lore and considering
others their bumbling, intellectual inferiors. Good
savants seek to broaden the world’s knowledge. They
wish to improve the good of all by uncovering forgotten
lore and bringing enlightenment to the masses.

Religion: Some savants see the deities as another
subject of study worthy of impartial, careful study. Thus,
they prefer to avoid any attachments to one specific
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| Dexterity (+2) and wears no armor. Her total result is 22 |
{ (Delephon’s 8 ranks + 12 result on the d20 +2 Dex). '
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SKILL ASSISTANCE EXAMPLE

Delephon the savant, Abelard the paladin, and
Esmeralda the sorcerer attempt to sneak past a group
of orc guards. Neither Abelard nor Esmeralda has
ranks in Move Silently. Luckily, Delephon has chosen
that skill for his skill assistance ability. Delephon has
8 ranks in Move Silently. He makes one d20 roll for
his Move Silently check and the checks for his two
companions, The die’s result is 12. Delephon resolves

| his Move Silently check as normal using that roll. His

companions resolve their Move Silently checks as if
they had 8 ranks in the skill (just like Delephon) and
rolled a 12 on the d20, the result of Delephon’s roll, to
make the skill check. Abelard has a Dexterity of 8 (-1)
and wears full plate (armor check penalty —6). Thus, his
total Move Silently result is 13 (Delephon’s 8 ranks + 12
result on the d20-1 Dex -6 armor), Esmeralda has a 14

deity. Other savants see their quest for knowledge as
religious in nature. Good and neutral savants with this
attitude tend to worship Boccob, while evil savants
revere Vecna.

Background: Becoming a savant is a difficult task
akin to training to become a wizard. Savants spend
long years in an apprenticeship, usually at a major
library, monastery, or similar center of learning. Once
a savant completes his training, he must set on out
his own to begin his academic research. Many savants
return to the place where they first trained to present
their findings in hopes of increasing their stature and
renown. A savant who uncovers new lore or makes a
major intellectual discovery wins tremendous respect
from his peers. Feuds among savants who research
similar areas are common, and some evil savants resort
to trickery and murder to advance their work at the
expense of their rivals.

Savants tend to identify themselves by the academy
where they studied. Each academy has a unique
identity among savants. The Library at Atheneus might
be known for studying planar phenomenon, while the
Velden Collegium produces the finest historians in
the world. Rivalries and competitions between these
academies are both common and intense.

Races: Humanity's innate ambition and curiosity
produces many savants, and some of the most
prestigious savant academies lie within human lands.
Elves see savants as keepers of their racial lore, but
their flighty, light-hearted nature means that few elves
take on the rigors of the class. Dwarves and gnomes, on
the other hand, have a strong tradition of hard work,

invention,and toiland produce arelativelylarge number

of savants. Dwarven savant academies are located in
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remote mountain strongholds where the savants carve
their knowledge into metal plates mounted within
enormous caverns, preserving it forever. Halflings and
half-orcs rarely become savants. The halflings’ nomadic
lifestyle makes their culture ill-suited to produce and
support large, formal institutions of learning, Most
halfling savants study under an elderly, revered master
who passes his lore to the next generation. Half-orcs,
with their poor intellectual abilities, rarely have the
patience or desire to become savants.

Other Classes: Savants find all of the other classes
intriguing, as they see in each a unique talent worthy of’
study and even emulation. In particular, they see bards as
fonts of myths, stories, news,and rumor. Savants appreciate
awizard’s study and research of arcane matters, while they
see sorcerers as enigmas waiting to be solved. Of all the
classes, savants are the most likely to see themselves as
members of a team made stronger for its diversity.

Role: The savant is a jack-of-all-trades. His mastery
of a wide range of lore, from arcane and divine magic
to the secrets of defeating traps, makes him useful in
almost any situation. However, savants lack other, more
focused classes’ mastery of magic and combat. They are
excellent support characters, particularly since their
unique talent with skills allows them to mask their allies’
shortcomings.

GAME RULE INFORMATION
Savants have the following game statistics.

Abilities: Intelligence determines the savant’s ability
to use his skill talents. Dexterity aids his ability to avoid
attackers, while a good Constitution allows him to continue
granting his benefits to his allies despite injuries.

Alignment: Any.

Hit Die: d8.

CrLAss SKILLS
The savant counts all skills as class skills.
Skill Points at 1st Level: (6 + Int modifier) x 4.
Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 6 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the savant.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A savant is proficient
with all simple and martial weapons. Savants are
proficient with light armor and all shields save for the
tower shield.

Academic Lore: The savant studies a wide variety of
disciplines, from the physiology and lore of plants to
the genealogy of ancient noble lines. The savant may
make a special academic lore check with a bonus equal
to his savant level + his Intelligence modifier to see
whether he knows some relevant information about a
particular situation, person, item, historical event, or
other subjec ;-I:fthe savant fails this check, he must gain
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PROGRESSION

LEVEL
Sth
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
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TABLE 2—9: SAVANT DIVINE SPELL
PROGRESSION

LEVEL 2ND
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

1ST
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at least one level in this class before attempting to use
this ability to answer the specific question again.

If the savant has ranks in a Knowledge skill relevant
to the situation, he can use both this ability and his
normal Knowledge check to answer the same question.
A failure with one method has no effect on his attempt
with the other. If both checks fail, he cannot attempt
another Knowledge or academic lore check on that
particular subject until he gains a level in savant or
rank in the appropriate Knowledge skill. For example,
Delephon the 3rd-level savant has 6 ranks in Knowledge
(engineering). He inspects an old ruin to determine if
it is structurally sound. His Knowledge (engineering)
check fails. He then attempts to use his academic lore
ability and succeeds.

Skill Assistance: The savant’s broad range of talents
and insights into dozens of areas of knowledge grant
him the ability to lend his knowledge to others. If,
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TABLE 2—-10: THE SAVANT

BAsE
ATTACK FoRrT REF WiLL

LEVEL Bonus SAVE SAVE SAVE
1st +0 +0 +0 +2
2nd +1 +0 +0 +3
3rd +2 +1 +1 +3
4th +3 +1 +1 +4
Sth +3 +1 +1 +4
6th +4 +2 +2 +5
7th +5 +2 +2 +5
8th +6/+1 +2 +2 +6
Sth +6/+1 +3 +3 +6
10th +7/42 +3 +3 +7
11th +8/+3 +3 +3 +7
12th +9/+4 +4 - +8
13th +9/+4 +4 +4 +8
14th +10/+5 +4 i +9
15th +11/+6/+1 +5 +5 +9
16th +12[+7 [+2 +5 +5 +10
17th +12/+7[+2 +5 +5 +10
18th +13/+8/+3 +6 +6 +11
19th +14/+9/+4 +6 +6 +11
20th +15/+10/+5 +6 +6 +12

for example, a savant sees an approaching ogre, he
knows how to deliver a swift warning that alerts his
allies before the ogre is upon them. If he and his
friends must slip into a blackguard’s fortress, his
intense study of stealth and reconnaissance allows
him to mask the clanks of his paladin ally’s armor.
At 1st level and again at 4th level and every 4 levels
thereafter (8th, 12th, and so on), the savant selects a
skill from the following list in which he has at least
1 rank: Balance, Climb, Disguise, Hide, Listen, Move
Silently, Ride, Spot, and Swim.

The savant can choose to replace an ally’s skill
attempt with his own efforts. Rather than make a skill
check, the ally can use the result of a special check made
with a bonus equal to the savant’s skill ranks + the ally’s
ability score modifier, armor check penalty (if any), and
other modifiers. In effect, the ally replaces her ranks in
the particular skill with those of the savant and adds all
other modifiers as normal. The savant makes the d2o
roll on this check in secret (although the DM can ask to
see it) and cannot take 10 or take 2o0.

The savant can replace the skill checks of a number
of allies equal to his Intelligence modifier. The allies
must be within 5 feet of the savant at 1st level. This range
increases by 5 feet each time the savant chooses a new
skill to gain the benefits of this ability (up to 30 feet at
2oth level).

A target of this ability must choose whether to use
the savant’s result or make his own, and he niﬁ'sf choose
‘ -
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SPECIAL

Academic lore, skill assistance (5 feet), trapfinding
Talent lore

Sneak attack +1dé

Skill assistance (10 feet)

Arcane lore

Talent lore

Skill assistance (15 feet)
Sneak attack +2d6
Divine lore

Skill assistance (20 feet), talent lore

Sneak attack +3d6
Skill assistance (25 feet)
Talent lore

Skill assistance (30 feet)

before he knows the savant's die roll. In any case, the
targets of this ability never use their own ranks in
addition to the savant’s ranks. They must either make a
check as normal or substitute the savant’s ranks and die
result for their own.

The savant cannot use this ability if his allies wish
to make a skill check as part of an attempt to aid
another’s check.

Trapfinding: Savants can use the Search skill to
locate traps when the task has a Difficulty Class higher
than 2o. Finding a nonmagical trap has a DC of at least
20, or higher if it is well hidden. Finding a magic trap
has a DC of 25 + the level of the spell used to create it.

Savants can use the Disable Device skill to disarm
magic traps. A magic trap generally has a DC of 25 + the
level of the spell used to create it. A savant who beats
a trap’s DC by 10 or more with a Disable Device check
can study a trap, figure out how it works, and bypass it
without disarming it.

Talent Lore: The savant gains a bonus feat at 2nd level
and every five levels thereafter. His intense studies and
wide range of training grant him access to specialized
abilities and talents.

Sneak Attack: Beginning at 3rd level, if a savant
can catch an opponent unable to defend itself
effectively from his attack, he can strike a vital spot
for extra damage.

The savant’s attack deals extra damage any time
his target would be denied a Dexterity bonus to AC




(whether the target actually has a Dexterity bonus or
not), or when the savant flanks his target. This extra
damage is 1d6 at 3rd level, and it increases by 1d6 every
six savant levels thereafter. The savant never multiplies
sneak attack damage on a successful critical hit.

Ranged attacks can count as sneak attacks only if the
target is within 30 feet.

With a sap (blackjack) or an unarmed strike, a
savant can make a sneak attack that deals nonlethal
damage instead of lethal damage. He cannot use a
weapon that deals lethal damage to deal nonlethal
damage in a sneak attack, not even with the usual
8-4 penalty.

A savant can sneak attack only living creatures with
discernible anatomies. Any creature that is immune
to critical hits is not vulnerable to sneak attacks. The
savant must be able to see the target well enough to pick
out a vital spot and must be able to reach such a spot.
A savant cannot sneak attack while striking a creature
with concealment or striking the limbs of a creature
whose vitals are beyond reach.

Arcane Lore: Savants study magic with the same
curiosity and intellectual rigor they use to approach
other topics. Through an understanding of the basic
theories of magic, the savant learns to cast a limited
number of arcane spells.

At sth level the savant gains access to arcane spells
as shown on Table 2-8. The savant must choose and
prepare his spells ahead of time. To learn, prepare, or
cast a spell, a savant must have an Intelligence of at
least 10 + the spell’s level. The DC for a saving throw
against a savant’s arcane spell is 10 + the spell’s level +
the savant’s Intelligence modifier.

Like other spellcasters, a savant can cast only a
certain number of spells of each level per day. His
base allotment of spells is given below. In addition,
the savant receives bonus arcane spells if he has a high
Intelligence score.

At sth level, the savant chooses two spells from his
lists that he has acquired through research and diligent
study. Each level afterward, he selects two more arcane
spells from the savant arcane spell list. The savant
cannot select spells from a given level until he is high
enough level to cast them.

The savant must choose and prepare his spells
ahead of time by getting a good night's sleep and
spending 1 hour in study. While studying, the savant
decides which spells to prepare. The savant does not
need a spellbook or similar item. Instead, he focuses
on the arcane lore he has learned and sorts through
his notes.

If the savant has a o listed for a spell level, he adds
his bonus spells for a high Intelligence as normal to
determine the number of spells he can cast each day.
1f after applying this modifier the result is still o, the

1

his two new spells, he cannot choose them from that
level’s list. A sth- or 6th-level savant who lacks the
Intelligence score needed to gain a bonus 1st-level spell
does not choose any spells.

Divine Lore: At 10th level, the savant’s broad range
of study and research allows him to unlock the secrets
of divine magic. He learns to manipulate deific energy
and use it to cast spells much like a cleric.

At 10th level the savant gains access to divine spells
as shown on Table 2—-9. The savant must choose and
prepare his spells ahead of time. To learn, prepare, or
cast a spell, a savant must have a Wisdom of at least 10
+ the spell’s level. The DC for a saving throw against
a savant’s divine spell is 10 + the spell’s level + the
savant’s Wisdom modifier.

Like other spellcasters, a savant can cast only a
certain number of spells of each level per day. His
base allotment of spells is given below. In addition,
the savant receives bonus divine spells if he has a high
Wisdom score.

The savant gains divine spells in the same manner
as arcane ones. At 1oth level, he learns two new
divine spells from the savant divine list. Each level
thereafter he gains two additional divine spells. He
must be high enough level to cast a spell before he
can select it. If the savant has a o listed for a spell
level, he can cast and gain new spells of that level if
his Wisdom score is high enough to grant him bonus
spells of that level.

The savant chooses and prepares his divine spells at
the same time as his arcane ones. After 8 hours of rest,
he needs 1 hour of meditation and study to prepare
both sets of spells.

The savant cannot use his arcane spell slots to prepare
divine spells and vice versa. Keep track of the two sets of
spells separately.

SAVANT SPELLS

1sT-LEVEL ARCANE SAVANT SPELLS
Alarm: Wards an area for 2 hours/level.
Comprehend Languages: You understand all spoken

and written languages.

Detect Secret Doors: Reveals hidden doors within 60 ft.
Detect Undead: Reveals undead within 60 ft.
Disguise Self: Changes your appearance.
Erase: Mundane or magical writing vanishes.
Expeditious Retreat: Your speed increases by 30 ft.
Feather Fall: Objects or creatures fall slowly.
Grease: Makes 10-ft. square or one object slippery.
Hold Portal: Holds door shut.
Identify: Determines properties of magic item.
Jump: Subject gets bonus on Jump checks.
Mount: Summons riding horse for 2 hours/level..

e ' SWYCLASIES
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Shield: Invisible disc gives +4 to AC, blocks magic
missiles.

True Strike: +20 on your next attack roll.

Unseen Servant: Invisible force obeys your commands.

2ND-LEVEL ARCANE SAVANT SPELLS

Alter Self: Assume form of a similar creature.

Arcane Lock: Magically locks a portal or chest.

Darkvision: See 60 ft. in total darkness.

Detect Thoughts: Allows “listening” to surface thoughts.

False Life: Gain 1d10 temporary hp +1/level (max +10).

Glitterdust: Blinds creatures, outlines invisible creatures.

Knock: Opens locked or magically sealed door.

Levitate: Subject moves up and down at your direction.

Locate Object: Senses direction toward object
(specific or type).

Melf’s Acid Arrow: Ranged touch attack; 2d4 damage
for 1 round + 1 round/three levels.

See Invisibility: Reveals invisible creatures or objects.

Touch of Idiocy: Subject takes 1d6 points of Int, Wis,

and Cha damage.

Whispering Wind: Sends a short message 1 mile/level.

3RD-LEVEL ARCANE SAVANT SPELLS

Arcane Sight: Magical auras become visible to you.

Clairaudience/Clairvoyance: Hear or see at a
distance for 1 min./level.

Flame Arrow: Arrows deal +1d6 fire damage.

Illusory Script: Only intended reader can decipher.

Phantom Steed: Magic horse appears for 1 hour/level.

Secret Page: Changes one page to hide its real content.

Sepia Snake Sigil: Creates text symbol that
immobilizes reader.

Shrink Item: Object shrinks to one-sixteenth size.

Sleet Storm: Hampers vision and movement.

Tongues: Speak any language.

471H-LEVEL ARCANE SAVANT SPELLS
Arcane Eye: Invisible floating eye moves 30 ft./round.
Detect Scrying: Alerts you of magical eavesdropping.
Dimension Door: Teleports you a short distance.
Dimensional Anchor: Bars extradimensional movement.
Ice Storm: Hail deals 5d6 damage in cylinder 40 ft. across.
Locate Creature: Indicates direction to familiar creature.
Minor Creation: Creates one cloth or wood object.
Mnemonic Enhancer: Prepares extra spells or retains

one just cast.

Remove Curse: Frees object or person from curse.
Scrying: Spies on subject from a distance.

1sT-LEVEL DIVINE SAVANT SPELLS

Bane: Enemies take —1 on attack rolls and saves
against fear.

Bless: Allies gain +1 on attack rolls and saves against fear.

Comprehend Languages: You understand :ill_';s'goken
*
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and written languages.

Cure Light Wounds: Cures 1d8 damage +1/level
(max +5).

Detect Chaos/Evil/Good/Law: Reveals creatures,
spells, or objects of selected alignment.

Endure Elements: Exist comfortably in hot or cold
environments.

Entropic Shield: Ranged attacks against you have
20% miss chance.

Protection from Chaos/Evil/Good/Law: +2 to AC and
saves, counter mind control, hedge out elementals
and outsiders.

Sanctuary: Opponents can't attack you, and you can't
attack.

Shield of Faith: Aura grants +2 or higher deflection

bonus.

2ND-LEVEL DIVINE SAVANT SPELLS

Align Weapon: Weapon becomes good, evil, lawful, or
chaotic.

Augury: Learns whether an action will be good or bad.

Calm Emotions: Calms creatures, negating emotion
effects.

Cure Moderate Wounds: Cures 2d8 damage +1/level
(max +10).

Gentle Repose: Preserves one corpse.

Make Whole: Repairs an object.

Shield Other: You take half of subject’s damage.

Zone of Truth: Subjects within range cannot lie.

3rD-LEVEL DIVINE SAVANT SPELLS

Create Food and Water: Feeds three humans (or one
horse)/level.

Helping Hand: Ghostly hand leads subject to you.

Invisibility Purge: Dispels invisibility within 5 ft./level.

Locate Object: Senses direction toward object
(specific or type).

Magic Circle against Chaos/Evil/Good/Law: As
protection spells, but 10-ft. radius and 10 min./level.

Magic Vestment: Armor or shield gains +1
enhancement per four levels.

Speak with Dead: Corpse answers one question/two
levels.

Water Breathing: Subjects can breathe underwater.

41H-LEVEL DIVINE SAVANT SPELLS

Discern Lies: Reveals deliberate falsehoods.

Divination: Provides useful advice for specific
proposed actions.

Divine Power: You gain attack bonus, +6 to Str, and
1 hp/level.

Freedom of Movement: Subject moves normally
despite impediments,

Sending: Delivers short message anywhere, instantly.

Tongues: Speak any language.

'




Sha’ir

by Dean Poisso, DRAGON #2315, January 2004

The traders speak of a distant land where genies walk
the streets, where princes fly upon carpets, and where
desert winds sing promises of earthly delights. Even
the most skeptical adventurer realizes that a nation
of vast power lies somewhere across the seas, and
that its civilization was old before recorded history
began. This quixotic land, where fate determines the
fortunes of the most tyrannical desert princes and
the humblest of beggars, calls out to those who would
learn its secrets.

The enigmatic sha'irs are the sages of this
mysterious land—the primary arbiters between
the immensely powerful geniekind and the mortal
natives. Feared for their mysterious ways, the sha'irs
are also revered by the people. Some of the most
powerful caliphs employ these respected spellcasters
as advisors.

Steeped in ancient lore, the sha'irs enjoy a cultural
acceptance of their sorcerous power that is found
nowhere else in the world. The chief reason for this
appreciation of sha'irs is that their exquisite finesse
allows them to parley with the ancient, powerful
forces of the desert. In fact, genies forced to deal with
mortals often refuse to interact with anyone other
than a sha'ir.

A sha'ir could find his way into a traditional
campaign in a number of ways. An angry genie could
use a powerful spell to send him across the cosmos,
or a curious sha'ir might travel across land and sea to
visit distant regions of your campaign world. Between
commerce, diplomacy, or even war, the sha'ir’s arcane
traditions could slowly filter across the world. The
sha'ir’s magical tradition could even originate on a
different plane and make its way to your world via
planar travel.

Adventures: Sha'irs adventure for many of the same
reasons as wizards and sorcerers. They might seek to
test their spellcasting talent in the field, as study and
practice in the safety of civilized lands lacks a certain
edge they seek. Other sha'irs might seek out ancient
relics, particularly those relating to genies and their
kind. Sha'irs tend to prefer to travel with other
adventurers, particularly fighters, barbarians, and
other skilled combatants. Their magic is flexible, but
it takes them some time to gather a specific spell.

Characteristics: A sha'ir is a skilled spellcaster who,
with the help of his elemental familiar, can gain access
to almost any arcane spell and many divine ones. The
sha'ir’s familiar, known as a gen, searches the elemental
planes for __'}_mrledge of a spell and then returns to its

l.' '

STAIARD
CLASSES -

UDIPIDIN 2av( £q pappysnip




TABLE 2—-11: THE SHA'IR

Base
Attack Fort Ref Will

Level Bonus Save Save Save  Special 0 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th
Ist  +0 +0  +0 +2 Summon gen familiar 4 2 - — — — — — — —
2nd  +1 +0 +0 +3 53 — — — — — — — —
3rd 41 +1  +1 43 Recognize genie works 5§31 —— — — — — —
4th +2 +1  +1  +4 543 — — — — — — —
5th  +2 +1 41 +4 Elemental protection 543 1 —— — — — —
6th 43 +2 42 45 54 4 3 — — — — — —
7th 43 +2 42 45 Call janni 55 4 3 1 — — — — —
8th  +4 +2 42 46 55 4 4 3 — — — — —
g9th +4 +3 43 46 Elemental travel (1/day) 555 4 3 1 — — — —
10th 45 +3 43 47 55 5 4 4 3 — — — —
11th  +5 +3 43 47 Call genie T . I L e
12th  +6/+1 +4 +4 48 555 5 4 4 3 — — —
13th +6/+1 +4 +4 +8  Craft genie prison 5SS EeNET BENED ey aae
14th  +7/+2 +4 +4 49 555 5 5 4 4 3 — —
15th  +7[+2 +5 +5 49 Elemental travel (2/day) SEAS SN B ash ST L =
16th +8/+3 +5 45 +10 515 %y 5 5 5 4 4 g —
17th  +8/+3 45 45 +10 SE S NS S SIS S e

18th +9/+4 +6 +6 +11  Elemental travel (at will) i e T T e

19th  +9/+4 +6 +6 +11 L T T e e s

20th  +10/+5 +6 +6 +12 Svs 5. 5 ok 5 5 &5 S

master. While a sha'ir can thus use almost any spell
he has seen or learned about, it takes at least a few
moments for his gen to retrieve it for him.

In addition to his abilities with spells, the sha'ir excels
at dealing with geniekind and elemental powers. Since
his magic relies on traffic with the elemental planes,
he gains immunity to some forms of damage and the
ability to travel to different planes.

Alignment: Sha'irs are drawn from a wide range
of alignments. In their native lands, their magical
practices are as common as the sorcerer and wizard's
abilities in the standard D&D setting.

Religion: Sha'irs tend to revere deities of magic,
elemental powers, and knowledge. Chances are—if
the sha'ir originates from a land far from the core
realms of your campaign setting—he prays to deities
that are unknown to the other members of the party.

Background: A sha'ir’s background is similar to
a wizard’s. Sha'irs learn their talents from masters
and must work as apprentices for many long years
before they attain spellcasting ability.

Races: The common races for sha'irs depends on the
campaign setting you use. The sha'ir has a strong Arabian
flavor. In GREYHAWK, the Baklunish folk provide a
logical match for this class. In other campaign settings,
the closest analog to mythical Arabia provides the best
source for the sha’ir. The sha'ir’s close connection to
the elemental planes also makes it a good match for
outsiders, such as tieflings, genasi, and aasimars.
"

.

Other Classes: Sha'irs sometimes see wizards and
sorcerers as rivals. They feel their magic is superior to
other arcane casters because of their flexibility. A clever
sha'ir always has the right spell for any situation. He is
never forced to prepare his spells ahead of time or rely
on the talents he inherited from his forefathers.

Sha'irs appreciate other characters, particularly
fighters and rogues, for the talents they lend to an
adventuring group. Sometimes a sha'ir needs a few
moments to recover the perfect spell to defeat an
enemy. While the sha'ir waits for his gen to return
with the spell, he needs his friends to keep him safe.

Role: The sha’ir provides arcane casting ability to
the party. His ability to recall a wide variety of spells
makes him the most flexible of casters, but this ability
is sometimes unreliable and slow. He works best with
rogues, monks, and other scouts who can uncover
trouble and give the sha'ir and his gen time to find the
right spells for the job.

GAME RULE INFORMATION
Sha'irs have the following game statistics.

Abilities: Charisma determines how powerful a
spell a sha'ir can cast, how many spells he can cast
per day, and how hard those spells are to resist. Like a
wizard, a sha'ir also benefits from high Dexterity and
Constitution scores.

Alignment: Any.

Hit Die: dg4.




TABLE 2-12: SHA'IR SPELLS KNOWN
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SPELLS KNOWN

LEVEL 1ST
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
Sth
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

3RD 4TH
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CrLAss SKILLS
The sha'ir’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are: Bluff (Cha), Concentration (Con),
Craft (Int), Decipher Script (Int), Diplomacy (Cha),
Knowledge (arcana) (Int), Knowledge (the planes)
(Int), Listen (Wis), Profession (Wis), Sense Motive
(Wis), Spellcraft (Int).

Skill Points at 1st Level: (z + Int modifier) x 4.

Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 2 + Int modifier.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the sha'ir.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Sha'irs are
proficient with all simple weapons, but not with any
type of armor or shield. Armor of any type interferes
with a sha'ir’s arcane gestures, which can cause his
spells with somatic components to fail.

Spells: A sha'ir’s spells must be retrieved from the
elemental planes by his familiar, an outsider called a
gen. Once retrieved, a spell remains set in the sha'ir’s
memory, like a wizard’s prepared spell, until cast or
until a number of hours pass equal to the sha'ir's
class level. A sha'ir is capable of extraordinarily
versatile spellcasting because he can use arcane
spells as well as a limited selection of divine spells. A
sha'ir’s familiar can retrieve any spell on the sorcerer/
wizard spell list, plus any spell from the Air, Chaos,
Earth, Fire, Knowledge, Law, Luck, Sun, and Water
domain spell lists. Even though the sha'ir has access
foeertain domain spells, he gains no other benefit

5TH 6TH JTH 8TH 9TH
2 —— — — —_—
3 = -y i (N
3 2 — — —
4 3 - —_ —_
4 3 2 — —
5 4 3 — —_
5 4 3 2 -
6 5 4 3 —
6 5 4 3 2
7 6 5 4 3
7 6 5 4 3

of the cleric class, including the granted powers of
those domains.

To learn or cast a spell, a sha'ir must have a
Charisma score equal to at least 10 + the spell level.
The Difficulty Class for a saving throw against
a sha'ir's spell is 10 + spell level + the sha'ir's
Cha modifier.

Like other spellcasters, a sha’ir can cast only a
certain number of spells of each spell level per day.
In addition, he receives bonus spells per day if he has
a high Charisma score.

A sha’ir begins play knowing five o-level spells
and three 1st-level spells of his choice. (Unlike spells
per day, the number of spells a sha'ir knows is not
affected by his Charisma score.) These new spells may
be common spells chosen from the sorcerer/wizard
spell list or the appropriate domain spell list.

A sha'ir decides what spell might be useful
and sends out his familiar to retrieve it from the
elemental planes. To do this, the sha’ir must summon
his gen and tell it the name of the spell he seeks. The
gen immediately plane shifts to seek the spell in the
elemental planes.

The gen's success in finding the desired spell
depends on the following parameters.

« Arcane Spell Known: To retrieve an arcane spell
that the sha'ir can normally cast (that is, one
within his Spells Known repertoire), the gen
must search for a number of rounds equal to 1d4
+ the spell level.

N
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"GEN FAMILIARS

A gen is an outsider similar to a genie, but much smaller
and far less powerful. Like genies, gens are native to the
various elemental planes.

ComMBAT

All gens have certain traits in common. They prefer to
avoid combat, a task that is easy for them since they
can travel to the elemental planes at will and survive
equally well in any of them.

Elemental Endurance (Ex): A gen can survive on the
elemental planes like a native. On the Elemental Plane of
Fire, a gen is immune to fire damage. On the Elemental
Plane of Water, a gen can breathe water and has a swim
speed equal to its fly speed (gaining the normal +8 racial
bonus on Swim checks). On the Elemental Plane of
Earth, a gen has a burrow speed equal to its land speed,
leaving no tunnel or sign of its passage as though it has
the earth glide ability of a xorn (see the Monster Manual).

Elemental Travel (Sp): A gen can plane shift at will
to any of the Elemental Planes or from any elemental
plane to the Material Plane. This ability transports the
gen only. It is otherwise identical to the plane shift
spell (caster level 13th).

Fetch Spells (Ex): A gen can find and deliver spells
to a sha'ir from the elemental planes. The time
required depends upon the spell, as given in the
sha'ir description.

|
AIR GEN

Tiny Outsider (Air, Extraplanar)

Hit Dice: 1d8+1 (5 hp)

Initiative: +2

Speed: 20 ft. (4 squares), fly 70 ft. (perfect)

Armor Class: 15 (+2 size, +2 Dex, +1 natural), touch
14, flat-footed 13

Base Attack/Grapple: +1/-9

Attack: Slam +5 melee (1d2-2)

Full Attack: 2 slams +5 melee (1d2-2)

Space/Reach: 2-1/2 ft./0 ft.

Special Attacks: —

Special Qualities: Air mastery, darkvision 60 ft.,
elemental endurance, fetch spells, immunity to
electricity, elemental travel, vulnerability to acid
Saves: Fort +3, Ref +4, Will +4

Abilities: Str 7, Dex 14, Con 12, Int 13, Wis 15, Cha 10
Skills: Concentration +5, Escape Artist +6, Hide +12,
Knowledge (arcana) +5, Knowledge (the planes) +5,
Listen +4, Move Silently +4, Search +5, Spellcraft +5,
Spot +4, Survival +6

Feats: Combat Casting®, Weapon Finesse
Environment: Any elemental plane

Organization: Solitary

Challenge Rating: 1/2

Treasure: Standard

Alignment: Often chaotic good

Advancement: 2-3 HD (Tiny); 4-6 HD (Small)

Level Adjustment: —

This creature resembles a pale-skinned humanoid
surrounded by misty vapors.

Air gens often dwell on the Elemental Plane of Air.
Thought to be related to the djinn, they are often
found within djinn cities, although they travel almost
constantly.

Air gens speak Common and Auran.

ComBAT
Air gens avoid combat whenever possible. When they
must fight, they slam opponents with their fists.

Air Mastery (Ex): An airborne creature takes a -1
penalty on attack and damage rolls against an air gen.

« Arcane Spell Unknown: The sha'ir can castaspell DC 20 Diplomacy check, since the gen is acting as a
from the sorcerer/wizard list he does not know  proxy to the elemental powers on behalf of the sha'ir.
but has seen the effects of and identified with a  Modify the sha'ir’s Diplomacy check as follows:

successful Spellcraft check. If the sha'ir seeks to
cast such an arcane spell, the gen must search for
1d6 minutes + 1 minute per spell level. A spell so
retrieved does not become learned or known for
the purposes of the gen retrieving it again.
Divine Spell: Retrieving a divine spell, known or
not, takes a gen 1d6 hours + 1 hour per spell level.
The gen can retrieve only divine spells from the
domains indicated above.

Once a gen is sent out to fetch a spell, it cannot

« +1 per sha'ir level.

« +2 if the spell is in the Spells Known category (ar-
cane only).
-2 per level of the desired spell.
—6 if the spell is an unknown divine spell.
-1 per increase in level caused by the use of a
metamagic feat.
—2 per attempt after a failed check the gen makes
to retrieve the same spell in the same day.

If the sha'ir succeeds at his Diplomacy check the

be recalled; it is gone for the duration of the search.  gen reappears within 5 feet of its master and imparts
To determine its success, the sha'ir must succeed ata  to him the power to cast the spell. If the check fails,




I EARTH GEN
Tiny Outsider (Earth, Extraplanar)

Hit Dice: 1d8+1 (5 hp) '
Initiative: +1

Speed: 20 ft. (4 squares), fly 60 f. (perfect)

Armor Class: 16 (+2 size, +1 Dex, +3 natural), touch
13, flat-footed 15

Base Attack/Grapple: +1/-8

Attack: Slam +4 melee (1d2-1)

Full Attack: 2 slams +4 melee (1d2-1)

Space/Reach: 2-1/2 f./0 ft.

Special Attacks: —

Special Qualities: Darkvision 60 ft., earth mastery,
elemental endurance, fetch spells, immunity to acid,
elemental travel, vulnerability to electricity

Saves: Fort +3, Ref +3, Will +4

Abilities: Str 9, Dex 12, Con 12, Int 13, Wis 15, Cha 10
Skills: Concentration +5, Escape Artist +6, Hide +11,
Knowledge (arcana) +5, Knowledge (the planes) +5,
Listen +4, Move Silently +3, Search +5, Spellcraft +5,
Spot +4, Survival +6

Feats: Combat Casting®, Weapon Finesse

Environment: Any elemental plane J
Organization: Solitary

Challenge Rating: 1/2

Treasure: Standard

Alignment: Often chaotic evil

Advancement: 2-3 HD (Tiny); 4-6 HD (Small)

Level Adjustment: —

This creature resembles a muscular, dusky-skinned
, humanoid. Tiny gems stud its skin.

Earth gens usually dwell on the Elemental Plane of Earth.

Thought to be related to the dao, they are often found

within dao cities, although they travel almost constantly.
Earth gens speak Common and Terran.

ComBAT
Earth gens avoid combat whenever possible. When
they must fight, they slam opponents with their fists.
Earth Mastery (Ex): An earth gen gains a +1 bonus on
attack and damage rolls if both it and its foe are touching
the ground. If an opponent is airborne or waterborne, the l
gen takes a—4 penalty on attack and damage rolls. (These
modifiers are not included in the statistics block.)

the gen reappears with no spell. A failure by 5 or more
results in the gen being detained for an additional
1d4 minutes.

Spells retrieved by the gen remain available to the
sha'ir to cast for 1 hour per sha'ir level. If a spell is
not used within that time, the power to cast the spell

digsipates harmlessly.
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FIRE GEN

Tiny Outsider (Extraplanar, Fire)

Hit Dice: 1d8+1 (4 hp)

Initiative: +2

Speed: 20 ft. (4 squares), fly 60 ft. (perfect)

Armor Class: 15 (+2 size, +2 Dex, +1 natural), touch
14, flat-footed 13

Base Attack/Grapple: +1/-9

Attack: Slam +5 melee (1d2-2 plus 1 fire)

Full Attack: 2 slams +5 melee (1d2-2 plus 1 fire)
Space/Reach: 2-1/2 ft./0 ft.

Special Attacks: Heat

Special Qualities: Darkvision 60 ft., elemental
endurance, fetch spells, immunity to fire, elemental
travel, vulnerability to cold

Saves: Fort +2, Ref +4, Will +4

Abilities: Str 7, Dex 14, Con 10, Int 13, Wis 15, Cha 10
Skills: Concentration +4, Escape Artist +6, Hide +12,
Knowledge (arcana) +5, Knowledge (the planes) +5,
Listen +4, Move Silently +4, Search +5, Spellcraft +5,
Spot +4, Survival +6

Feats: Combat Casting®, Weapon Finesse -
Environment: Any elemental plane
Organization: Solitary

Challenge Rating: 1/2

Treasure: Standard

Alignment: Often neutral evil

Advancement: 2-3 HD (Tiny); 4-6 HD (Small)
Level Adjustment: —

This creature resembles a ruddy-skinned humanoid with
hair like crackling flames.

Fire gens can usually be found on the Elemental Plane
of Fire. Thought to be related to the efreet, they are
often found within efreeti cities, although they travel
almost constantly.

Fire gens speak Common and Ignan.

CoMBAT
Fire gens avoid combat whenever possible. When they
must fight, they slam opponents with their fists.

Heat (Ex): A fire gen’s red-hot body deals 1 point of
extra fire damage whenever it hits in melee, or in each l
round that it maintains a hold while grappling.

At 4th level, and every even-numbered sha'ir
level thereafter, a sha’ir may choose to learn a
new spell in place of one he already knows. In
effect, the sha'ir “loses” an old spell known in
exchange for a new one. The new spell’s level
must be the same as that of the spell for which
it is exchanged. A sha'ir may swap one spell at




WATER GEN

Tiny Outsider (Aquatic, Extraplanar, Water)
Hit Dice: 1d8+1 (6 hp)

Initiative: +1

Speed: 20 ft. (4 squares), fly 60 ft. (perfect), swim 20 ft.
Armor Class: 14 (+2 size, +1 Dex, +1 natural), touch
13, flat-footed 13

Base Attack/Grapple: +1/-9

Attack: Slam +4 melee (1d2-2)

Full Attack: 2 slams +4 melee (1d2-2)

Space/Reach: 2-1/2 f./0 fi.

Special Attacks: —

Special Qualities: Amphibious, darkvision 60 ft.,
elemental endurance, fetch spells, immunity to cold,
elemental travel, vulnerability to fire

Saves: Fort +4, Ref +3, Will +4

Abilities: Str 7, Dex 12, Con 14, Int 13, Wis 15, Cha 10
Skills: Concentration +6, Escape Artist +5, Hide +11,
Knowledge (arcana) +5, Knowledge (the planes) +5,
Listen +4, Move Silently +3, Search +5, Spellcraft +5,
Spot +4, Survival +6, Swim +6

Feats: Combat Casting®, Weapon Finesse
Environment: Any elemental plane

Organization: Solitary

Challenge Rating: 1/2

Treasure: Standard

Alignment: Often chaotic neutral

Advancement: 2-3 HD (Tiny); 4-6 HD (Small)

Level Adjustment: —

This creature resembles a blue-skinned humanoid with
hair like waving seaweed.

Water gens often dwell on the Elemental Plane of
Water. Thought to be related to the marids, they are
often found within marid cities, although they travel
almost constantly.

Water gens speak Common and Aquan.

CoMBAT
Water gens avoid combat whenever possible.
When they must fight, they slam opponents with
their fists.

Amphibious (Ex): Although water gens are aquatic, |
they can survive indefinitely on land.

any given level and must make the decision at
the same time as he gains new spells known for
the level.

Metamagic Feats: A sha'ir may use metamagic feats
he possesses to modify the spells his gen fetches. The
gen simply fetches the spell with the metamagic feats
applied. Unlike the sorcerer, the sha’ir does not need
to take a full-round action to cast such spells.
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Bonus Languages: A sha'ir may substitute Aquan,
Auran, Ignan, or Terran for any of the bonus
languages available to his race. Sha'irs are expected
to have a great deal of contact with elemental entities,
and apprentice sha'irs often study the languages that
such creatures speak.

Summon Gen Familiar: A sha'ir must obtain a gen
familiar (see Gen Familiars) at 1st level. A gen familiar is
an intelligent outsider that resembles a small elemental.
The creature serves as a companion and servant to the
sha'ir. The sha'ir may choose the elemental type of the
gen he summons, and its alignment matches his own.
The summoning takes 12 hours and consumes raw
materials that cost 100 gp.

A gen can retrieve spells for the sha'ir, as indicated
above. As the sha'ir advances in level, the gen increases
in power similar to the manner that a normal familiar
gains power. A gen advances as a normal familiar,
gaining all the normal benefits described in the
Familiars section on page 52 of the Player’s Handbook,
except that its Intelligence does not increase and it can
speak the languages noted in the gen’s description (see
below). It retains the outsider type.

If a gen familiar dies or is dismissed by the sha'ir,
the sha'ir must attempt a DC 15 Fortitude saving
throw. Failure means he loses 200 experience points
per sha'ir level; success reduces the loss to one-half
that amount. However, a sha'ir’s experience point total
can never go below o as the result of a gen’s demise or
dismissal. A slain or dismissed gen can be replaced the
following day, but since it is an outsider, it cannot be
raised from the dead.

A sha'ir with more than one class that grants a familiar
may have only one familiar at a time.

Recognize Genie Works: At 3rd level, a sha'ir can
recognize the craftsmanship of any item or magical
effect created by geniekind. To use this ability, the sha'ir
must make a successful DC 20 Knowledge (the planes)
check. The sha'ir receives a bonus on this check equal to
his sha'ir level.

Elemental Protection: At sth level, a sha'ir gains
resistance to acid 2, cold 2, electricity 2, and fire 2. He
also gains damage reduction 2z/— against attacks made
by any creature with the air, earth, fire, or water subtype.
The resistance increases to 4 against the energy type to
which his gen is immune (see below), and the damage
reduction increases to 4/— against attacks made by
creatures of his gen’s elemental subtype. He also gains
a +2 bonus on all saves against acid-, cold-, electricity-,
and fire-based attacks, and this bonus increases to +4
against attacks that deal the energy damage to which his
gen is immune.

Call Janni (Sp): A 7th-level or higher sha'ir may call
a janni to aid him once per day. This functions as the
lesser planar ally spell except that the Sha'ir can only
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call a janni. The sha'ir must pay the spell’'s XP cost and
bargain with the janni as normal. Caster level is equal to
the sha'ir’s class level.

Elemental Travel (Sp): At oth level, a sha'ir can
plane shift once per day, as the spell, to any of the
elemental planes or from any elemental plane to the
Material Plane. At 15th level, the sha’ir may use this
ability twice per day, and at 18th level, the sha'ir may
use this ability at will. Caster level is equal to the
sha'ir’s class level.

Call Genie (Sp): An 11th-level or higher sha'ir may call
any type of genie to aid him once per day. This functions
as the planar ally spell except that the Sha'ir can only call
one dao (see the Manual of the Planes), djinni, efreeti, or
marid (see the Manual of the Planes), or two jann. The
sha'ir must pay the spell’s XP cost and bargain with
the genie or jann as normal. Caster level is equal to the
sha'ir's class level.

Craft Genie Prison (Ex): At 13th level, a sha'ir gains the
benefit of the Craft Wondrous Item feat, except that he can
use it only to create genie prisons. A genie prison is created in
the same way as an iron flask and functions identically to
that device, except that it can hold only geniekind.

Urban Druid

by James Jacobs, DRAGON #317, March 2004

The frenzied surge of a riot, the stately presence
of a cathedral, the constant vigilance of the city
watch, the slow decay of worm-eaten waterfront
buildings—to most, these things are nothing more
than the results of civilization, but to a rare few,
they represent something more. To these few, the
milling of pedestrians in a busy marketplace is akin
to the industry of an ant colony. The towering statues
erected to honor bygone dynasties are as pure as the
mightiest redwood tree. The cobblestone and dirt
streets are arteries of life. To these few, civilization
represents a powerful force in and of itself, opposed
to but not necessarily in conflict with nature. Just as
nature has those who venerate and worship its purity
and strength, so does the city have its faithful. They
tend to be solitary and introverted, despite living in
urban environments. They are physically alone but
spiritually connected to the secret voices of the city
itself. They are the urban druids.

The urban druid knows that each city is, after a
fashion, a living organism. Each city has its own
personality, its own joys, and its own nightmares. The
presence of its citizens are its voice, and the memories
of its dead are its soul. The buildings are its bones, the
streets its veins, and the protective walls its skin. Its
2ygs are the market, and its ears the port. Urban druids
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draw their power from the city and return it tenfold
with devotion and faith.

Adventures: Urban druids adventure to gain
knowledge (especially about the history and
architecture of cities and the ways of their citizens).
Unlike the druids of nature, urban druids do not
form hierarchical societies. Each is left to her own;
when two urban druids meet, they often exchange
ideas, lore, and philosophies, but only rarely do
they stay together. Urban druids find destruction
and entropy to be the most horrifying aspect of the
world; anything that can destroy a city is to be hated,
feared, and hunted. Undead are particularly reviled
for their ability to quickly destroy populations
through disease, terror, and negative energy, but
dragons and elementals (with their capability to
destroy large buildings and swaths of cities with
ease) are also hated, and often an urban druid turns
to an adventuring life to seek out and slay these
terrible foes.

Characteristics: Urban druids cast divine spells in
the same way druids do, although they get their spells
from the power of the city’s spirit rather than from
nature. Their spells are oriented toward society and
construction. In addition to spells, urban druids gain
an increasing array of magical powers, including the
ability to change shape into different humanoids and
creatures found in urban environments. The most
powerful urban druids can transform into objects or
even constructs.

Alignment: As with classic druids, urban druids
must remain impartial to a certain degree. They must
value society and civilization above the individual.
As a result, all urban druids must have a neutral
component to their alignment. No urban druid is
chaotic neutral, since hearing the secret voice of the
city requires at least a modicum of organization.

Religion: An urban druid worships the purity
of society and the city above all else. Religions are
incorporated into this as a whole, although the urban
druid finds more to draw power from in the massive
cathedrals and huge masses of worshipers than from
their deities.

Background: As mentioned above, urban druids
are alone in the crowd. They dwell in cities, and
although they often visit smaller towns or even travel
into the wilderness on a quest, they are only truly at
ease in a settlement with a population of no less than
5,000 souls. Often, a neighborhood never realizes
that an urban druid dwells in its midst, so secretive
and subtle are her workings and goals.

Races: Humans, being industrious and quick
to expand and build, have the highest affinity for
the calling of the urban druid. Half-elves and
half-orcs, often forced to live in large cities where
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TABLE 2-13: THE URBAN DRUID

Base
Attack ForT REF WiLL

Leve. BonNus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL

T +0 +2 0 +2 Citysense, favored city 1,
urban companion
2nd +1 +3 Crowdwalk
i +2 +3 Alley fighting
+3 & Disease immunity,

favored city 2
Urban shape (1/day)
Urban shape (2/day)
Urban shape (3/day)
Urban shape (Large),
favored city 3
Information network
Urban shape (4/day)
Urban shape (Tiny)
Urban shape (object),

+0
+1
+1

+3
+3
+4

+4
+5
+5
+6

+3

+4

+5
+6/+1

+1
+2
+2
+2

+3
+3
+3
+4

+6
+7
+7
+8

+6/+1
+7[+2
+8/+3
+9/+4

favored city 4
80—
+9

+9

+9/+4

+10/+5
+11/+6/+1
+12/+7[+2

14
1Lsth

16th

th

Urban shape (5/day)
Urban shape (Huge)
Favored city 5, urban shape

(animated object 1/day)

18th

+12/+7 [+2
+13/+8/+3

Urban shape (6/day,

animated object 2/day)

19th +14/+9/+4

20th +15/+10/+5

6 5

Favored city 6, urban shape 6 5

(animated object 3/day, Gargantuan)

they can rely on the anonymity of the crowd to
hide their heritages, also often find themselves
answering the secret voice of the city. Elves and
gnomes, with their love of nature, are almost never
urban druids.

Other Classes: Urban druids share a love of society
with the bard and the rogue, and they tend to find
the company of these classes the most pleasing. Their
devotion to cities and civilization often places them at
odds with more rural regions and the wildlands beyond;
as a result, they tend to avoid interaction with rangers
and druids. Barbarians, with their rash behavior and
disdain for civilized life, are the most reviled of the
other classes.

Role: As with the standard druid, the urban druid is
aversatile character. She can serve as a healer, a warrior,
and a diplomat with ease. Her urban companion can
also provide valuable melee combat support.

GAME RULE INFORMATION

an druids have the following game statistics.

Abilities: Charisma determines how powerful a spell
an urban druid can cast, how many spells she can cast
per day, and how hard those spells are to resist. To cast
a spell, an urban druid must have a Charisma score of
10 + the spell’s level. An urban druid gains bonus spells
based on her Charisma. The Difficulty Class of an urban
druid’s spell is 10 + the spell’s level + the urban druid’s
Charisma modifier. Since several of an urban druid’s
skills are based on Intelligence and Wisdom, those
ability scores are also important to her. Dexterity is
important in order to make up for their lack of training
with all but the lightest forms of armor.

Alignment: Neutral good, neutral, lawful neutral, or
lawful evil.

Hit Die: d8.

CLAss SKILLS

The urban druid's class skills (and the key ability
for each skill) are Bluff (Cha), Concentration (Con),
Craft (Int), Diplomacy (Cha), Gather Information
(Cha), Intimidate (Cha), Knowledge (architecture




and engineering) (Int), Knowledge (history) (Int),
Knowledge (local) (Int), Perform (Cha), Profession
(Wis), Sense Motive (Wis), Speak Language, Spellcraft
(Int), Survival (Wis).

Skill Points at 1st Level: (4 + Int modifier) x 4.

Skill Points at Each Additional Level: 4 + Int modifier.

CrLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the urban druid.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Urban druids
eschew most forms of weaponry, preferring to use
smaller and faster weapons that don't spread panic by
their mere presence. Urban druids are proficient with
the following weapons: club, crossbow (any), dagger,
quarterstaff, rapier, sap, and short sword. They find
armor to be distasteful and rude, and although they
are proficient with padded, leather, and studded
leather armor, they prefer to wear armor only when
adventuring. The DM may allow urban druids to wear
other forms of light armor that provide less than a
+4 armor bonus as well. Urban druids are proficient
with bucklers but no other shields.

An urban druid who wears prohibited armor or
carries a prohibited shield is unable to cast urban
druid spells or use any of her supernatural class
abilities while doing so and for 24 hours thereafter.

Spells: An urban druid casts divine spells, which are
drawn from the urban druid spell list. Her alignment
may restrict her from casting certain spells opposed
to her moral or ethical beliefs; see Chaotic, Evil, Good,
and Lawful Spells, below. An urban druid must choose
and prepare her spells in advance (see below).

To prepare or cast a spell, the urban druid must
have a Charisma score equal to at least 10 + the spell
level. The Difficulty Class for a saving throw against
a druid’s spell is 10 + the spell level + the druid’s
Charisma modifier.

Like other spellcasters, an urban druid can cast
only a certain number of spells of each spell level per
day. She receives bonus spells per day if she has a
high Charisma score. She does not have access to any
domain spells or granted powers, as a cleric does.

An urban druid prepares and casts spells the way a
cleric does, although she cannot lose a prepared spell
to cast a cure spell in its place (but see Spontaneous
Casting, below). An urban druid may prepare and
cast any spell on the urban druid spell list, provided
she can cast spells of that level, but she must choose
which spells to prepare during her daily meditation.

Spontaneous Casting: An urban druid can channel
stored spell energy into repair spells that she hasn't
prepared ahead of time. She can “lose” a prepared spell in
order to cast any repair spell of the same level or lower.

Chaotic, Evil, Good, and Lawful Spells: A druid
can’t cast spells of an alignment opposed to her own
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or her deity’s (if she has one). Spells associated with
particular alignments are indicated by the chaos, evil,
good, and law descriptors in their spell descriptions.

City Sense (Ex): An urban druid gains a +2 bonus on
Gather Information and Knowledge (local) checks.

Favored City (Ex): At 1st level, an urban druid must
select a favored city. This must be a settlement of
at least small town size (DunceEON MASTER's Guide,
page 137) or larger that the urban druid has visited,
but need not be the city the urban druid currently
calls home. As she gains levels, an urban druid may
consider additional cities her favored cities.

While within the city limits of one of her favored
cities, an urban druid gains a sacred bonus to all
Bluff, Diplomacy, Gather Information, and Intimidate
checks equal to her Wisdom modifier. In addition, she
gains a +2 morale bonus on all Will saving throws.

Urban Companion (Ex): An urban druid begins
play with an urban companion selected from the
following list: Small animated object, bat, dire rat, rat,
cat, dog, riding dog, horse (light or heavy), Medium
monstrous centipede, Small monstrous scorpion,
Small monstrous spider, mule, owl, pony, raven,
snake (Small or Medium viper), warhorse (light). This
creature is a loyal companion that accompanies the
urban druid on her adventures as appropriate for its
kind. A vermin serving as an urban companion has
an Intelligence of 1, and its type changes to animal.

A 1st-level urban druid’s companion is completely
typical for its kind except as noted in the Druid’s
Animal Companion sidebar on page 36 of the
Player’s Handbook. As the urban druid advances in
level, the companion’s power increases as shown in
that sidebar.

If an urban druid releases her companion from
service, she may gain a new one by performing a
ceremony requiring 24 uninterrupted hours of
prayer. This ceremony can also replace a companion
that has perished.

An urban druid of 4th level or higher may select
from alternative lists of creatures (see below). Should
she select an urban companion from one of these
alternative lists, the creature gains abilities as if
the character’s urban druid level were lower than
it actually is. Subtract the value indicated in the
appropriate list header from the character’s urban
druid level and compare the result with the urban
druid level entry on the table in the sidebar on page 36
of the Player’s Handbook to determine the companion’s
powers. (If this adjustment would reduce the urban
druid’s effective level to o or lower, she can't have that
creature as a companion.)

Any construct that serves an urban druid is
spontaneously created by the 24-hour prayer that
calls the urban companion; the urban druid need not
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ALTERNATIVE URBAN COMPANIONS
An urban druid of sufficiently high level can select
her urban companion from one of the following
lists, applying the indicated adjustment to the
druid’s level (in parentheses) for purposes of
determining the companion’s characteristics and
special abilities.
4th Level or Higher (Level -3)
Animated object (Medium)
Giant ant (soldier)
Dire bat
Monstrous centipede (Large)
Monstrous scorpion (Medium)
Monstrous spider (Medium)
Snake, viper (Large)
Warhorse, heavy
7th Level or Higher (Level -6)
Animated object (Large)
Carrion crawler

| Hammerer (Monster Manual [I, page 27)
Otyugh
Monstrous centipede (Huge)
Monstrous scorpion (Large)
Monstrous spider (Large)
Pulverizer (Monster Manual 11, page 27)
Snake, viper (Huge)
10th Level or Higher (Level -9)
Animated object (Huge)

| Monstrous spider (Huge)
13th Level or Higher (Level -12)
Monstrous centipede (Gargantuan)
Monstrous scorpion (Huge)
16th Level or Higher (Level -15)
Animated object (Gargantuan)

| Monstrous spider (Gargantuan)

have the Craft Construct feat (Monster Manual, page
303) or expend gold and experience points to gain the
construct companion.

Crowdwalk (Ex): At 2nd level, an urban druid can
move through crowds with ease, moving as if in an open
space. If an urban druid attempts to move through a
square occupied by a hostile creature (such as with a
Tumble check or an overrun attempt), she gains a +4
bonus on any skill check, Strength check, or attack roll
made to resolve the movement.

Alley Fighting (Ex): Urban druids are masters at
fighting in cramped quarters, such as city alleyways or
narrow dungeon corridors. At 3rd-level, an urban druid’s
ability to fight in these conditions improves greatly. As
long as she is fighting in an area no wider than her space
(5 feet for a Small or Medium humanoid), she gains a
+1 competence bonus on all attack rolls. Additionally,

if ghe makes a melee attack against a target around a
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corner, the target does not gain the benefit of cover
(unless the foe has total cover). The urban druid retains
the benefits of cover against her enemy, unless she is
fighting another urban druid or other creature with a
similar power.

Disease Immunity (Ex): At 4th level, an urban druid
becomes immune to all forms of disease, including
supernatural diseases like mummy rot.

Urban Shape (Su): At sth-level, an urban druid gains the
ability to turn herself into any Small or Medium urban
creature. This ability functions identically to a druid’s
wild shape ability, save that the list of forms the urban
druid can take is much more specialized: It is limited to
creatures with the humanoid type or to any non-construct
creatures from her urban companion list (see above).

An urban druid can use this ability more times per
day at 6th, 7th, 10th, 14th, and 18th level. In addition, she
gains the ability to take the shape of a Large creature at
8th level, a Tiny creature at 11th level, and a Huge creature
at 15th level. The new form's Hit Dice can't exceed the
character’s urban druid level.

At 12th level, the urban druid becomes able to use
urban shape to change into an object (size based on the
sizes allowed by the urban shape ability), such as a door
or a wagon. The urban druid gains hardness equal to the
material assumed, but the urban druid cannot assume
the form of an object with a hardness of more than 10.
As long as the urban druid is in object form, she has no
means of Jocomotion or speech, but she retains awareness
of her surroundings as if she were in her natural form.

At 16th level, an urban druid becomes able to use
urban shape to transform into a Small, Medium,
Large, or Huge animated object once per day. These
construct forms are in addition to her normal urban
shape usage. In addition to the normal effects of
urban shape, the urban druid also gains all of the
animated object’s extraordinary special attacks and
special qualities, including any defenses gained from
the construct type. Her type changes to construct
for the duration of the animated object form.

At18th level, an urban druid gains the ability to assume
animated object form twice per day, and at 20th level she
can do so three times per day. At 20th level, she may use
this ability to change into a gargantuan animated object.

Information Network (Ex): Upon reaching oth level,
an urban druid has established an information network
in a number of cities equal to her Charisma bonus. While
in any of these cities, the urban druid only takes half an
hour to make a Gather Information check (rather than
a full evening or day). In addition, if any event occurs
in a city that would interest the urban druid, she may
make a Gather Information check to learn of the event
as a free action. Knowledge of such an event reaches the
urban druid’s ears in 1d4 hours unless the urban druid
is in an area that cannot be reached by her contacts.

e

[LASSES ./




NEW URBAN DRUID SPELLS
The following spells were created or borrowed by urban
druids to aid in their custodianship of a city’s well-being.

CITYGATE

Transmutation [Teleportation]

Level: Urban Druid 9

Components: V, F

Casting Time: 10 minutes

Range: Touch

Effect: One city gate set in a city wall up to 20 feet wide
and 20 feet tall teleports those who pass through it
Duration: 1 hour/level (D)

Saving Throw: None

Spell Resistance: Yes

You cause a gate built into a city’s wall to teleport,
as greater teleport, any creature that passes through
it to a second city gate designated by you when the
spell is cast. Once you select the destination, you
can't change it. Both the departure point and arrival
point must be in city gates set in walls that surround
a city of small town size or larger (DunGEON MASTER'S
Guide, page 137). The spell fails if you attempt to set
the gate to teleport creatures into a solid object, to
a place with which you are not familiar and have no
clear description of, or to another plane. The spell fails
if either city gate is closed, and the effects of the spell
end instantly if either gate is physically closed during
the spell’s duration, This spell is most often used to aid
in the quick evacuation of a city in a time of disaster,
but with a little forethought and planning it can also
be used to stage sudden invasions of a city.

Focus: Ambers worth a total of at least 1,000 gp
must be buried in the ground underneath each gate.

Repair CriTicaL DAMAGE
Transmutation
Level: Sor/Wiz 4, Urban Druid 4

As repair light damage, except repair critical damage
repairs 4d8 points of damage +1 point per caster level
(up to +20).

REepAIR CriTiIcCAL DAMAGE, MASS
Transmutation
Level: Urban Druid 8

This spell functions like mass repair light damage,
except that it repairs 4d8 points of damage +1 point
per caster level (maximum +40).

REepPAIR LiIGHT DAMAGE
Transmutation
Level: Sor/Wiz 1, Urban Druid 1

d

Components: V, S
Casting Time: 1 standard action
Range: Touch

Target: Construct touched
Duration: Instantaneous
Saving Throw: None

Spell Resistance: Yes (harmless)

When laying your hands upon a construct that has at
least 1 hit point remaining, you transmute its structure
to repair damage it has suffered. The spell repairs 1d8
points of damage +1 point per caster level (up to +5).

REepAIR LicHT DAMAGE, MASs
Transmutation

Level: Urban Druid 5

Components: V, S

Casting Time: 1 standard action
Range: Close (25 ft. + 5 ft./2 levels)
Target: One construct/level, no two of which can be
more than 30 ft. apart

Duration: Instantaneous

Saving Throw: None

Spell Resistance: Yes (harmless)

You repair 1d8 points of damage +1 point per caster
level (maximum +25) to each selected construct.

Repair Minor DAMAGE
Transmutation
Level: Sor/Wiz 0, Urban Druid 0

As repair light damage, except repair minor damage
repairs only 1 point of damage.

REePAIR MODERATE DAMAGE
Transmutation
Level: Sor/Wiz 2, Urban Druid 2

As repair light damage, except repair moderate damage
repairs 2d8 points of damage +1 point per caster level
(up to +10).

REPAIR MODERATE DAMAGE, MAss
Transmutation
Level: Urban Druid 6

This spell functions like mass repair light damage,
except that it repairs 2d8 points of damage +1 point
per caster level (maximum +30).

REePAIR SERIOUS DAMAGE

Transmutation

Level: Sor/Wiz 3, Urban Druid 3

As repair light damage, except repair serious damage
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repairs 3d8 points of damage +1 point per caster level
(up to +15).

RepaIR SErRIOUS DAMAGE, Mass
Transmutation
Level: Urban Druid 7

This spell functions like mass repair light damage,
except that it repairs 3d8 points of damage +1 point
per caster level (maximum +35).

SCATTERSPRAY

Transmutation

Level: Urban Druid 1, Sor/Wiz 1

Components: V, S

Casting Time: 1 standard action

Range: Close (25 ft. + 5 ft./2 levels)

Target: Six or more Diminutive or Fine objects, all
within 1 ft. of each other, whose total weight does not
exceed 25 |b.

Duration: Instantaneous

Saving Throw: None (see text)

Spell Resistance: No

You pointto a collection of little, unsecured items and
cause them to fly off in all directions simultaneously.
The spray of items makes a burst with a 10-foot
radius. If the items are fairly hard or sharp (such as
stones, sling bullets, coins, broken glass, or the like),
creatures in the burst take 1d8 points of damage.
A successful Reflex save negates this damage. Eggs,
fruit, and other soft objects deal nonlethal damage.

This spell originally appeared in the ForcoTTEN
ReaLms Campaign Setting.

Susurrus of THE CITY
Divination

Level: Urban Druid 5
Components: V, F, XP
Casting Time: 10 minutes
Range: Personal

Effect: You

Duration: 1 round/level

This spell awakens the secret voice of the city and
causes a vacant building’s fagade to form a crude face
and answers questions you have. You may ask one
question per round. Each question must be one that
can be answered in no more than one word, and the
knowledge imparted by the susurrus of the city must
be knowledge that is known to at least one person who
is currently located in the city.
This spell, at best, provides information to aid
character decisions. The susurrus of the city has no
" agenda o its own, and does not try to deceive or
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trick the caster. In cases where there are multiple
answers to a question, the spell provides the one
that is the most pertinent to the caster. If you lag,
discuss the answers, or go off to do anything else,
the spell ends.

Focus: An abandoned building in a settlement of
at least small town size or larger (DUNGEON MASTER’S
Guide, page 137).

XP Cost: 100 XP.

URBAN DRUID SPELL LIST

Urban druids cast spells from the following list. Most
of these spells are from the Player's Handbook, but a
few are detailed above. New spells are marked with
an asterisk.

0-LEvEL UrBAN DRuID SPELLS (ORISONS)

Create Water: Creates 2 gallons/level of pure water.

Cure Minor Wounds: Cures 1 point of damage.

Detect Magic: Detects spells and magic items within 60 ft.

Detect Poison: Detects poison in one creature or object.

Guidance: +1 on one attack roll, saving throw, or
skill check.

Know Direction: You discern north.

Light: Object shines like a torch.

Mending: Makes minor repairs on an object.

Purify Food and Drink: Purifies 1 cu. ft./level of food or water.

Read Magic: Read scrolls and spellbooks.

Repair Minor Damage*: Repairs 1 point of damage.
Resistance: Subject gains +1 bonus on saving throws.
Virtue: Subject gains 1 temporary hp.

1sT-LEVEL UrRBAN DRUID SPELLS

Alarm: Wards an area for 2 hours/level.

Animate Rope: Makes a rope move at your command.

Charm Person: Makes one person your friend.

Comprehend Languages: You understand all spoken
and written languages.

Cure Light Wounds: Cures 1d8 damage +1/level (max +5).
Detect Secret Doors: Reveals hidden doors within 60 ft.

Detect Undead: Reveals undead within 60 ft.
Endure Elements: Exist comfortably in hot or cold
environments.

Faerie Fire: Outlines subjects with light, canceling blur,

concealment, and the like.
Hold Portal: Holds door shut.
Jump: Subject gets bonus on Jump checks.
Longstrider: Your speed increases by 10 ft.
Magic Fang: One natural weapon of subject creature
gets +1 on attack and damage rolls.

Magic Stone: Three stones gain +1 on attack rolls, deal

1d6+1 damage.
Obscure Object: Masks object against scrying.
Obscuring Mist: Fog surrounds you.
Pass without Trace: One subject/level leaves no tracks.
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Repair Light Damage*: Repairs 1d8 damage +1/level
(max +5).

Scatterspray*: Unsecured objects fly outward in 10-ft.-
radius burst.

2nD-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS
Barkskin: Grants +2 (or higher) enhancement to
natural armor.
Bear’s Endurance: Subject gains +4 to Con for 1 min./level.

Bull’s Strength: Subject gains +4 to Str for 1 min./level.

Calm Emotions: Calms creatures, negating
emotion effects.
Cat’s Grace: Subject gains +4 to Dex for 1 min./level.
Chill Metal: Cold metal damages those who touch it.
Delay Poison: Stops poison from harming subject for 1
hour/level.
Detect Thoughts: Allows “listening” to surface thoughts.

Eagle’s Splendor: Subject gains +5 to Cha for 1 min./level.

Enthrall: Captivates all within 100 ft. + 10 ft./level.

Fog Cloud: Fog obscures vision.

Heat Metal: Make metal so hot it damages those who
touch it.

Hold Person: Paralyzes one humanoid for 1 round/level.

Knock: Opens locked or magically sealed door.

Locate Object: Senses direction toward object (specific
or type).

Misdirection: Misleads divinations for one creature
or object.

Owl’s Wisdom: Subject gains +4 to Wis for 1 min./level.

Repair Moderate Damage*: Repairs 2d8 damage +1/
level (max +10).

Resist Energy: Ignores 10 (or more) points of damage/
attack from specified energy type.

Restoration, Lesser: Dispels magical ability penalty or
repairs 1d4 ability damage.

Rope Trick: As many as eight creatures hide in
extradimensional space.

Spider Climb: Grants ability to walk on walls and ceilings.

Suggestion: Compels subject to follow stated course
of action.

Summon Swarm: Summons swarm of bats, rats, or spiders.

Warp Wood: Bends wood (shaft, handle, door, plank).
Wood Shape: Rearranges wooden objects to suit you.

3rD-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Call Lightning: Calls down lightning bolts (3d6 per
bolt) from sky.

Charm Monster: Makes monster believe it is your ally.

Contagion: Infects subject with chosen disease.

Cure Moderate Wounds: Cures 2d8 damage +1/level
{max +10).

Daylight: 60-ft. radius of bright light.

Diminish Plants: Reduces size or blights growth of
normal plants.

Glibness: You gain a +30 on Bluff checks, aq‘a"{@ur lies
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can escape magical discernment.

Halt Undead: Immobilizes undead for 1 round/level.

Keen Edge: Doubles normal weapon's threat range.

Leomund’s Tiny Hut: Creates shelter for ten creatures.

Magic Fang, Greater: One natural weapon of subject
creature gets +1/four levels on attack and damage
rolls (max +5).

Neutralize Poison: Immunizes subject against poison,
detoxifies venom in or on subject,

Nondetection : Hides subject from divination, scrying,

Poison: Touch deals 1d10 Con damage, repeats in 1 min.

Protection from Energy: Absorb 12 points/level of
damage from one kind of energy.

Quench: Extinguishes nonmagical fires or one magic item.

Remove Disease: Cures all diseases affecting subject.

Repair Serious Damage*: Repairs 3d8 damage +1/level
(max +15).

Shrink Item: Object shrinks to one-sixteenth size.

Speak with Dead: Corpse answers one question/two levels,

Stinking Cloud: Nauseating vapors, 1 round/level.

Tongues: Speak any language.

41H-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Antiplant Shell: Keeps animated plants at bay.

Blight: Withers one plant or deals 1d6/level damage to
plant creature.

Cure Serious Wounds: Cures 3d8 damage +1/level
(max +15).

Dispel Magic: Cancels spells and magical effects.

Dominate Person: Controls humanoid telepathically.

Freedom of Movement: Subject moves normally
despite impediments.

Giant Vermin: Turns centipedes, scorpions, or spiders
into giant vermin.

Hold Monster: As hold person, but any creature.

Legend Lore ™ F: Lets you learn tales about a person,
place, or thing.

Leomund’s Secure Shelter: Creates sturdy cottage.

Locate Creature: Indicates direction to familiar creature.

Minor Creation: Creates one cloth or wood object.

Repel Vermin: Insects, spiders, and other vermin stay
10 ft. away.

Repair Critical Damage*: Repairs 4d8 damage +1/level
(max +20).

Rusting Grasp: Your touch corrodes iron and alloys.

Scrying : Spies on subject from a distance.

5TH-LevEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Animate Objects: Objects attack your foes.

Atonement: Removes burden of misdeeds from subject.

Call Lightning Storm: As call lightning, but 5dé
damage per bolt.

Control Winds: Change wind direction and speed.

Cure Critical Wounds: Cures 4d8 damage +1/level
(max +20). :
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Death Ward: Grants immunity to all death spells and
negative energy effects.

Fabricate: Transforms raw materials into finished items.

Hallow M: Designates location as holy.

Leomund'’s Secret Chest *: Hides expensive chest on
Ethereal Plane; you retrieve it at will.

Major Creation: As minor creation, plus stone and metal.

Mordenkainen’s Private Sanctum: Prevents anyone
from viewing or scrying an area for 24 hours.

Passwall: Creates passage through wood or stone wall.

Repair Light Damage, Mass*: Repairs 1d8 damage +1/
level for many objects.

Stoneskin ™: Ignore 10 points of damage per attack.

Susurrus of the City* F *: Knowledge of city answers
one question/round.

Transmute Mud to Rock: Transforms two 10-ft. cubes
per level.

Transmute Rock to Mud: Transforms two 10-ft. cubes
per level.

Unhallow ™: Designates location as unholy.

Wall of Stone: Creates a stone wall that can be shaped.

6TH-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Antilife Shell: 10-ft.-radius field hedges out living creatures.

Bear’s Endurance, Mass: As bear’s endurance, affects
one subject/ level.

Bull’'s Strength, Mass: As bull’s strength, affects one
subject/level.

Cat's Grace, Mass: As cat's grace, affects one subject/level.

Cure Light Wounds, Mass: Cures 1d8 damage +1/level
for many creatures.

Dispel Magic, Greater: As dispel magic, but +20 on check.

Eagle’s Splendor, Mass: As eagle’s splendor, affects one
subject/level.

Find the Path: Shows most direct way to a location.

Flesh to Stone: Turns subject creature into statue.

Guards and Wards: Array of magic effects protect area.

Move Earth: Digs trenches and builds hills.

Owl’s Wisdom, Mass: As owl’s wisdom, affects one
subject/level.

Repair Moderate Damage, Mass*: Repairs 1d8 damage
+1/level for many objects.

Repel Wood: Pushes away wooden objects.

Spellstaff: Stores one spell in wooden quarterstaff.

Stone Tell: Talk to natural or worked stone.

Stone to Flesh: Restores petrified creature.

Suggestion, Mass: As suggestion, plus one subject/level.

Undeath to Death ™: Destroys 1d4/level HD of undead
(max 20d4).

Wall of Iron ™: 30 hp/four levels; can topple onto foes.

7tH-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Control Weather: Changes weather in local area.
Creeping Doom: Swarms of centipedes attack at
your command.
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Cure Moderate Wounds, Mass: Cures 2d8 damage
+1/level for many creatures.

Disintegrate: Makes one creature or object vanish.

Heal: Cures 10 points/level of damage, all diseases and
mental conditions.

Mordenkainen’s Magnificent Mansion 7: Door leads to
extradimensional space.

Phase Door: Creates an invisible passage through wood
or stone.

Repair Serious Damage, Mass*: Repairs 3d8 damage
+1/level for many objects.

Scrying, Greater: As scrying, but faster and longer.

Sequester: Subject is invisible to sight and scrying;
renders creature comatose.

Statue: Subject can become statue at will.

Transmute Metal to Wood: Metal within 40 ft.
becomes wood.

True Seeing ™: Lets you see all things as they really are.

Wind Walk: You and your allies turn vaporous and

travel fast.

8T1H-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Cure Serious Wounds, Mass: Cures 3d8 damage +1/
level for many creatures.

Dimensional Lock: Teleportation and interplanar travel
blocked for one day/level.

Discern Location: Reveals exact location of creature
or object.

Earthquake: Intense tremor shakes 80-ft. radius.

Finger of Death: Kills one subject.

Iron Body: Your body becomes living iron.

Maze: Traps subject in extradimensional maze.

Polymorph Any Object: Changes any subject into
anything else.

Repair Critical Damage, Mass: Repairs 4d8 damage
+1/level for many objects.

Repel Metal or Stone: Pushes away metal and stone.

Reverse Gravity: Objects and creatures fall upward.

Word of Recall: Teleports you back to designated place.

91H-LEVEL URBAN DRUID SPELLS

Antipathy: Object or location affected by spell repels
certain creatures.

Citygate* ©: Teleports from one city gate to another.

Cure Critical Wounds, Mass: Cures 4d8 damage +1/
level for many creatures.

Foresight: “Sixth sense” warns of impending danger.

Freedom: Releases creature from imprisonment.

Imprisonment: Entombs subject beneath the earth,

Regenerate: Subject’s severed limbs grow back, cures
4d8 damage +1/level (max +35).

Shapechange : Transforms you into any creature, and
change forms once per round.

Storm of Vengeance: Storm rains acid, lightning, and hail.

Sympathy ™: Object or location attracts certain creatures.
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restige classes are handy tools for
P introducing new mechanics to
D&D, expanding characters

into fun, new directions, and
broadening the scope of possibilities
in the game. This chapter presents ten
prestige classes first introduced in the
pages of Dracon. The classes are:

Aerial Avenger: A master of air combat, the aerial
avenger swoops down upon his enemies like a
deadly thunderbolt.

Arcanopath Monk: Martial arts and a hatred of
spellcasters combine to produce a killer feared and
hunted by wizards and sorcerers.

Blessed of Gruumsh: This champion of
orc-kind makes a formidable foe
or, in the case of a half-orc PC,
a valued ally.

Cerebrex: The cerebrex’s
arcane talents grant him
the ability to develop his
vast intellect and peer into
others’ minds to rob them of
their spells.

Fleet Runner of Ehlonna: These
dedicated clerics and druids of Ehlonna
fight and move with divine speed.

Flux Adept: The flux adept learns to use
her magic to alter and control her body.

Force Missile Mage: Mages of this class
focus on magic missile to push that spell beyond its
normal limits.

Monk of the Enabled Hand: This prestige class
encompasses a fighting style that incorporates a variety
of special unarmed attacks.

Osteomancer: This spellcaster learns to weave magic
that allows him to control the structure of bones, whether
his own or his enemies’.

Shaper of Form: Initiates into this rare magical
tradition learn from mysterious entirites to reshape
objects with incredible ease.
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Aerial Avenger

by Monte Cook, DrRAGON #319, May 2004

Some say there is a brotherhood—unspoken, perhaps—
among those who can leave the ground behind and
take to the sky. The unbridled freedom enjoyed by such
creatures breeds jealousy in their earthbound lessers.

Arole common among creatures as diverse as dragons,
cloud giants,and harpies, the aerial avengerisa combatant
trained to utilize the ability to fly to its utmost. They
come streaking out of the sky to attack those below with
skill and ferocity, inspiring dread in all who experience
their assaults.

Aerial avengers are quite rare among humanoid
races, although sometimes a sorcerer with the ability
to magically fly takes up the necessary training, Usually
however, aerial avengers are creatures like mephits,
celestials, certain fiends, giant eagles, sphinxes, dragons
(and half-dragons), sprites, and couatls—to name just a
few. Even beholders and other creatures that fly by non-
traditional means sometimes become aerial avengers.

Usually, an aerial avenger serves as a steward over
her fellow creatures, defending them against attack and
retaliating against their enemies, They sometimes form
into efficient cadres of flying warriors.

CLass FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the aerial avenger
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Aerial avengers are
proficient with all simple and martial weapons but with
no armor or shields.

Flyby Attack: At 1st level, the aerial avenger gets Flyby
Attack as a bonus feat.

Momentum (Ex): A 2nd-level aerial avenger learns
to use her momentum and weight to her advantage
while fighting. If in the air, the aerial avenger gains a

TABLE 3-1: THE AERIAL AVENGER

% PRESTIGE

REQUIREMENTS

To qualify to become an aerial

avenger, a character must fulfill

all of the following criteria.

Base Save Bonus: Reflex +3.

Skills: Tumble 5 ranks.

Feats: Dodge, Mobility.

Special: Must have a fly speed or the ability to cast fly
at least twice per day.

CLASS SKILLS

The aerial avenger's class skills (and the key ability for

each skill) are: Balance (Dex), Concentration (Con), Craft

(Int), Escape Artist (Dex), Hide (Dex), Jump (Str), Listen

(Wis), Move Silently (Dex), Perform (Cha), Profession

(Wis), Survival (Wis), Swim (Str), and Tumble (Dex).
Skill Points at Each Level: 6 + Int modifier.

+1 competence bonus to damage. At sth level, this bonus 'Q’ "

becomes +2, and at 8th level it rises to +3.

Power Dive (Ex): When a 2nd-level aerial avenger makes
a dive (charge) attack, she deals an additional +1d6 points
of damage if she hits.

Maneuverability Increase (Ex): At 3rd level, the aerial
avenger’s maneuverability increases by one rank, so thatan
aerial avenger with an average maneuverability gains good
maneuverability. If the aerial avenger’s maneuverability
is already perfect, this ability cannot affect it. The aerial
avenger's maneuverability increases again at 7th level.

Speed (Ex): At 3rd level, the aerial avenger learns to
increase her speed by +10 feet. This bonus increases by +10
feet at 8th level.

Death From Above (Ex): Through training and practice,
the gth-level aerial avenger improves her attack bonus
while airborne, If in the air above a foe, the aerial avenger
gains a +1 competence bonus to attacks. At gth level, this
bonus increases to +2.

Range Increase (Ex): The gth-level aerial avenger,
when making a ranged attack while in the air, increases

BAsE

ATTACK ForT RErF WiLe
LeveEL Bonus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL
Ist +0 +0 +2 +0 Flyby Attack
2nd +1 +0 +3 +0 Momentum +1, power dive
3rd +2 +1 +3 +1 Maneuverability increase, speed +10 feet
4th +3 +1 +4 +1 Death from above +1, range increase
Sth +3 +1 +4 +1 Momentum +2
6th +4 +2 +5 +2 Swoop
7th +5 +2 +5 +2 Maneuverability increase, speed +10 feet
8th +6 +2 +6 +2 Momentum +3
9th +6 +3 +6 +3 Death from above +2
10th +7 +3 +7 +3 Terrifying shriek
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the distance of any range increment (or in the case of
spells that require a ranged attack roll, an increase in the
overall range) by 50%.

Swoop (Ex): At 6th level, the aerial avenger learns to make
a devastating attack. While flying in a straight line (using a
full-round action), the aerial avenger can move her speed,
making a melee attack at any foe within reach on her path.
For each foe attacked beyond the first, each attack suffers
a1 attack penalty, so the aerial avenger must declare how
many foes she attacks before she starts (minimum two).
The aerial avenger gives up her regular attacks to take
this action. This is an extraordinary ability that draws no
attacks of opportunity, even if the aerial avenger passes
through threatened areas on her way through the swoop.

Terrifying Shriek (Ex): The 1oth-level aerial avenger can
add a shrill shriek to any swoop attack, causing all creatures
within 5o feet of the point of the first attack to make a Will
saving throw (DC 20 plus the aerial avenger’s Charisma
modifier) or become panicked for 1d6+4 rounds.

Arcanopath Monk

by Bruce R. Cordell, DrRAGON #281, March 2001

A terrible hate burns in the heart of the arcanopath monk.
While others might hate with all their hearts,impotently, the
arcanopath encompasses his fury and learns to use it. The
arcanopath’s meditations utilize methods of confronting
a spellcaster. Once a monk begins to learn the art of the
arcanopath, he can never expect safety in the presence of
spellcasters again. The reverse, however, is also true.

A monk may take one or more levels of arcanopath
monk and later take additional monk levels.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the arcanopath
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Arcanopaths are
proficient with the club, crossbow (light or heavy),
dagger, handaxe, javelin, kama, nunchaku, quarterstaff,
shuriken, siangham, and sling, The arcanopath monk
gains the same advantages for using a kama, nunchaku,
or siangham as does a monk.

Student of Perfection: Arcanopaths are monks, although
they meditate on alternative methods of achieving physical
enlightenment. As such, an arcanopath monk gains flurry
of blows, unarmed damage, AC bonus, and unarmored
speed as if he were a monk whose level equaled his monk
level + his arcanopath monk level. For instance, a 6th-level
monkf/ist-level arcanopath has a base flurry of blows attack
bonus of +4/+4 (as if he were a 7th-level monk). Those who
manage to meet the requirements for this class who are
not monks gain these abilities as if a monk equal to only
their arcanopath monk level.

-
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REQUIREMENTS

To qualify to become an

arcanopath, a character must

fulfill the following criteria.
Alignment: Any lawful.
Base Attack Bonus: +4.
Skills: Knowledge (arcana) 8

41 D
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ranks.

Feats: Deflect Arrows, Dodge, Improved Unarmed
Strike, Mobility.

Special: Must find the Monastery of Finithamon
the Ever-Changing Chaos of Limbo,
successfully petition the sensei for membership, and

amidst
have slain an arcane spellcaster.

CLASS SKILLS
The arcanopath’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are Balance (Dex), Climb (Str), Concentration
(Con), Craft (Int), Diplomacy (Cha), Escape Artist (Dex),
Hide (Dex), Jump (Str), Knowledge (arcana) (Int), Listen
(Wis), Move Silently (Dex), Perform (Cha), Profession |
(Wis), and Tumble (Dex).

Skill Points at Each Level: 4 + Int modifier.

Clap of Deafness (Su): The monk can use this
supernatural ability once per round, but no more than once
per arcanopath level per day. The monk must declare he
is using the clap of deafness before making the attack roll
(thus, a missed attack roll ruins the attempt). A foe struck by
the arcanopath is forced to make a Fortitude saving throw
(DC 10 + the arcanopath level + the arcanopath’s Wisdom
modifier), in addition to taking damage as normal. If the
saving throw fails, the opponent is deafened for 1 round. A
deafened character has a 20% chance of spell failure when
casting spells with verbal components (as well as suffering
a-4 penalty on initiative checks and an inability to make
Listen checks). Unless specified to the contrary, all spell
failure penalties stack. Creatures immune to critical hits or
sonic attacks cannot be affected by the arcanopath’s clap.

TABLE 3-2: THE ARCANOPATH MONK

% PRESTIGE

Chop of Silence (Su): The arcanopath of at least 2nd
level can use this supernatural ability once per round,
but no more than once per arcanopath level per day. The
arcanopath must declare he is using the chop of silence
attack before making the attack roll (thus, a missed attack
roll ruins the attempt). A foe struck by the arcanopath
is forced to make a Fortitude saving throw (DC 10 + the
arcanopath level + the arcanopath’s Wisdom modifier), in
addition to taking damage as normal. If the saving throw
fails, the opponent is rendered mute for 1 round. A mute
character is unable to cast spells with a verbal component
(and cannot communicate verbally). Creatures immune to
critical hits cannot be affected by the chop.

Strike of Confusion (Su): The monk of 3rd or higher
level can use this supernatural ability once per round,
but no more than once per arcanopath level per day. The
monk must declare he is using the strike of confusion
before making the attack roll (thus, a missed attack roll
ruins the attempt). A foe struck by the arcanopath is forced
to make a Fortitude saving throw (DC 10 + the arcanopath
level + the arcanopath’'s Wisdom modifier), in addition
to taking damage as normal. If the saving throw fails, the
opponent has a 50% chance of spell failure when casting
any spell (or attempting to use a spell-like ability) for 2d4
rounds. Unless specified to the contrary, all spell failure
penalties stack. Creatures immune to critical hits cannot
be affected by the strike.

Deflect Spell (Su): At 4th level, the arcanopath monk
learns to deflect incoming ray and energy missile spells.
The arcanopath must have at least one hand free (holding
nothing) to use this ability. Once per round when the
arcanopath would normally be hit with a ray or energy
missile spell the character can make a DC 20 Reflex saving
throw (if the ray or energy missile has a magical bonus to
attack, the DC increases by that amount). If the arcanopath
succeeds, he deflects the spell. The arcanopath must be
aware of the attack and not flat-footed. Attempting to
deflect a ray or energy missile doesn't count as an action.

A ray is a spell that produces a ray effect.

Base
ATTACK ForTt Rer WiLL

LeveL Bonus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL

Ist +0 +2 +2 +2 Student of perfection, clap of deafness
2nd +1 +3 +3 +3 Chop of muteness

3rd +2 +3 +3 +3 Strike of confusion

4th +3 -4 4 +4 Deflect spell

Sth +3 +4 +4 +4 Ki strike (cold iron)

6th +4 +5 +5 +5 Allseeing eye

Tth +5 +5 +5 +5 Slap of forgetfulness

8th +6 +6 +6 +6 Empty hand

9th +6 +6 +6 +6 Reflect spell
10th +7 +7 +7 +7 Sundering strike of oblivion
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An energy missile is a weaponlike spell that produces
something physical that the spell projects or the caster
can hurl, such as Melf’s acid arrow or produce flame. Fireball,
magic missile, and the like are not energy missiles.

Ki Strike (Su): Beginning at sth level, an arcanopath’s
unarmed attack is empowered with ki and is treated as if’
it were made of cold iron for the purposes of bypassing
damage reduction.

Allseeing Eye (Su): The 6th-level arcanopath gains the
ability to see as if enjoying the effects of a permanent
see invisibility spell cast by a sth-level sorcerer. This
supernatural ability functions continuously.

Slap of Forgetfulness (Ex): The arcanopath monk of
7th or higher level can use this extraordinary ability once
per round, but no more than once per arcanopath level
per day. The monk must declare he is using the slap of
forgetfulness attack before making the attack roll (thus, a
missed attack roll ruins the attempt). A foe struck by the
arcanopath is forced to make a Fortitude saving throw
(DC 10 + the arcanopath level + the arcanopath’s Wisdom
modifier), in addition to taking damage as normal. If the
saving throw fails, the opponent loses 1d4 arcane spells
(or 1d4 unused daily arcane spell slots). The lost spells or
spell slots are lost first from the highest level spells the
spellcaster can cast, but otherwise are determined by the
creature struck. If the result indicates more spells lost
than are prepared (or unused) at a particular level, spells at
the next lower level are lost in the same fashion, and so on.
Lost spells (or open spell slots) can be regained normally.
Creatures immune to critical hits cannot be affected by
the slap of forgetfulness.

Empty Hand (Ex): An 8th-level arcanopath monk gains
the ability to make melee attacks against ethereal creatures.

Reflect Spell (Su) Starting at oth level, when an
arcanopath monk successfully deflects a spell he can
choose to reflect it back at the caster. An arcanopath can
use this ability a number of times per day equal to his
Wisdom modifier (minimum once per day). A reflected
spell is, in effect, cast back on the original caster, although
the monk rerolls any necessary attack roll (associated DCs
are unchanged).

Sundering Strike of Oblivion (Ex): When an arcanopath
monk of 1oth level makes a successful slap of forgetfulness,
he can automatically convert it to a sundering strike of
oblivion once per day. In addition to taking normal
damage and losing 1d4 prepared arcane spells (or 1d4
unused daily arcane spell slots), the foe completely
loses knowledge of the lost spells. Spellcasters who
lose knowledge of spells may later attempt a Spellcraft
check (DC 10 + spell level + the arcanopath’s Wisdom
modifier) to regain each one. Failure indicates the spell is
unavailable until the next time the spellcaster advances a
level, at which time the spellcaster automatically relearns
all her forgotten spells (as well as gains knowledge of new
spells as normal for the class). 9%
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Blessed of Gruumsh

by Monte Cook, DRAGON #282, April 2001

In a world of great magic and heroic deeds, even the
more bestial humanoids have champions who wield
great power. Witness the Blessed of Gruumsh, servitors
of the one-eyed god of the orcs.

Ablessed of Gruumsh is an orc or half-orc who enjoys
the favor of his dark-tempered god. Each exemplifies
all that is orc. He is always true to the ways of his race
and lives by the words of his god. Masters of combat and
intimidation, each is feared—and rightfully so.

Blessed of Gruumsh are most often fighters or
barbarians, but clerics join their ranks almost as often.
Rogues and rangers also make up a large minority of
members of this elite group.

NPC blessed of Gruumsh are usually leaders among
their people or lone, wandering champions fighting for
their god’s causes. Occasionally they work together in small,
tight-knit groups, fighting surprisingly well together.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the blessed of
Gruumsh prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: A blessed of
Gruumsh is proficient with all simple and martial
weapons, all types of armor, and with shields (except
tower shields).

Divine Blessing (Ex): Gruumsh, it is said, watches over
his blessed ones. Thus, each has a luck bonus to Armor
Class equal to his blessed of Gruumsh class level.

Fist of Gruumsh (Su): At 2nd level, once per day, the
blessed of Gruumsh can deal additional damage with
any single attack. The amount of damage dealt is +1d6 for
2nd-—4th levels, +2d6 for 5th—7th levels, and +3d6 for 8th-
10th levels. Use of this ability must be declared before the
attack roll is made. If the attack misses, that use of the fist
of Gruumsh is wasted.

Evil Eye (eye of disdain) (Sp): Once per day, as a spell-
like ability, the 3rd-level blessed of Gruumsh can make a
gaze attack for 1 round as an attack action with a range of
30 feet. A Will save resists the effect (DC 10 + blessed of
Gruumsh level + Cha modifier), and those who fail take a
-1 penalty on attacks, saves, and skill checks for 1 round
per blessed of Gruumsh level.

Keen Eye of Gruumsh (Su): At sth level, once per day,
the blessed of Gruumsh can add a luck bonus equal to
his blessed of Gruumsh level on an attack roll for any
single attack. Use of this ability must be declared before
the attack roll is made. If the attack misses the keen eye
of Gruumsh is wasted.

Evil Eye (eye of fear) (Sp): Once per day, as a spell-like
ability, the 6th-level blessed of Gruumsh can make a gaze

g ss——————— S —————————




C% PRESTIGE
SQCLASSES

REQUIREMENTS T
To qualify to become a blessed of '9' of

Gruumsh, a character must fulfill =2
all the following criteria. [Ilu

Race: Must be orc or half-orc.

Alignment: Any non-good.

Base Attack Bonus: +6.

Skills: Knowledge (religion) 3 ranks.

Feats: Cleave, Power Attack, Weapon Proficiency
{orc double-axe).

Special: In a ritual dedicated to Gruumsh, a
character seeking to become a blessed of Gruumsh
must remove one of his own eyes (to further embody
the one-eyed god).

CLASS SKILLS

The blessed of Gruumsh’s class skills (and the key

ability for each skill) are Bluff (Cha), Climb (Str), Craft

(Int), Intimidate (Cha), Jump (Str), Knowledge (religion)

(Int), Profession (Wis), Spot (Wis). '
Skill Points at Each Level: 4 + Int modifier.

attack for 1 round as an attack action with a range of 30 feet.
AWill save resists the effect (DC 10 + blessed of Gruumsh
level + Cha modifier), and those who fail must run in fear
as if affected by a fear spell cast by a sorcerer with a caster
level equal to the blessed of Gruumsh’s class level.

Thunderous Roar of Gruumsh (Ex): At 8th level, once
per day, the blessed of Gruumsh can double the number
of attacks he makes in a given round while he bellows
an incredible roar. If, for example, a blessed of Gruumsh
normally attacks with an orc double axe at +16/+11/+6 and
an off-hand attack of +16, he instead makes six attacks
(at +16{+26/+11/+11/+6/+6) and two off-hand attacks
(at +16/+16). The blessed of Gruumsh must be able to
audibly roar to use this ability—a silence spell negates
this ability, for example.

Evil Eye (eye of curses) (Sp): Once per day, as a spell-like
ability, the gth-level blessed of Gruumsh can make a gaze

TABLE 3—3: THE BLESSED OF GRUUMSH

Base

ATTACK Fort REF WiLL ,_.E
LeveL Bonus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL g
Ist +1 +2 +0 +0 Divine blessing +1 3
2nd +2 +3 +0 +0 Fist of Gruumsh <
3rd +3 +3 +1 +1 Evil eye (eye of disdain) g
dth -4 +4 +1 +1 Divine blessing +2 i
5th +5 +4 +1 +1 Keen eye of Gruumsh 3
6th +6 +5 +2 +2 Evil eye (eye of fear) S
7th +7 +5 +2 +2 Divine blessing +3
8th +8 +6 +2 +2 Thunderous roar of Gruumsh

+9 +6 +3 +3 Evil eye (eye of curses)

Divine blessing +4, true orc
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attack for 1 round as an attack action with a range of 30
feet. A Fortitude save resists the effect (DC 10 + blessed
of Gruumsh level + Cha modifier), and those who fail are
cursed as if a sorcerer (of a caster level equal to the blessed
of Gruumsh'’s class level) had cast bestow curse upon them.
True Orc(Sp): At1oth level, the blessed of Gruumsh can
call upon his deity’s might and speak in a commanding
voice, uttering words in the true language of orcs—the
very language that Gruumsh used to give birth to his
children. These words inspire all orcs who can hear
. @ them (including the blessed of Gruumsh), granting those
W~ within1oo feet of the blessed of Gruumsh a +4 morale
bonus on attack rolls, skill checks, and saving throws
for 10 minutes. He can use this ability once per week.

Cerebrex

by Andrew M. Scott, DRAGON #317, March 2004

Experts at finding solutions to puzzles that baffle even
the greatest minds, cerebrexes also possess awesome
intellectual powers that strike fear in the hearts of other
spellcasters.

Cerebrexes follow a path to enhance the human
""" _ P central nervous system—not merely the brain, but the
: i o, eyes, the spine, and the senses—using magic. Those who
follow this path are great thinkers and problem solvers.
They are respected and feared for their ability to control
not only their own minds, but also the minds of others.
Cerebrexes are typically seen as aloof, absent-minded,
and unaware of their surroundings. In fact, they are often
so aware of their surroundings and have remembered so
many facts that they simply forget—or do not care—to
interact with the people around them.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the Cerebrex
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Cerebrexes gain no
additional proficiency with any weapon or armor.

Spells: At each even-numbered level gained in the
Cerebrex class, a character gains new spells per day (and
spells known, if applicable) as if she had also gained
a level in a spellcasting class she belonged to before
adding the prestige class. She does not, however, gain any
other benefit a character of that class would have gained
(improved chance of rebuking or controlling undead,
metamagic or item creation feats, and so on), except for
an increased effective level of spellcasting. If a character
had more than one spellcasting class before becoming
a Cerebrex, she must decide to which class she adds the
new level for purposes of determining spells per day.

Enigma’s Bane (Ex): A Cerebrex knows the way to
the heart of any mystery. When confronted by a puzzle,
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ranks, Knowledge (arcane) 8 ranks, Spellcraft 8 ranks.

REQUIREMENTS
To qualify to become a
cerebex, a character must
fulfill all of the following
criteria.

8
ranks, Craft (alchemy) 4

Skills: Concentration

Spells: Ability to cast 3rd-level arcane spells.

CLASS SKILLS

The cerebex’s class skills (and the key ability for each
skill) are: Appraise (Int), Concentration (Con), Craft (Int),
Decipher Script (Int), Disable Device (Int), Forgery (Int),
Heal (Wis), Knowledge (all) (Int), Listen (Wis), Profession
(Wis), Search (Int), Speak Language (None), Spellcraft
(Int), Spot (Wis), and Use Magic Device (Cha). '

Skill Points at Each Level: 8 + Int modifier.

enigma, code, or riddle, she gains a circumstance bonus
equal to her cerebrex level to any Intelligence checks or
Intelligence-based skill checks necessary to solve it.

Scent (Su): At 2nd level, the cerebrex gains the scent
ability (Monster Manual, page 314).

Aggression Mastery (Su): At this point in her
development, the 3rd-level cerebrex has mastered the
areas of the brain responsible for aggression. Once
per day, as a standard action, the cerebrex may either
cause herself or another creature to enter a rage (as a
barbarian), or alternatively to force a barbarian out of a
rage. Non-barbarians rage as a 1st-level barbarian, while
barbarians rage as normal. The cerebrex must touch the
creature, which provokes an attack of opportunity, to use
this ability. An unwilling target can make a Will save (DC
10 + one-half cerebrex level + Charisma bonus) to negate
the effect.

Symphony of Nerves (Su): A 4th-level cerebrex’s neural
networks are now highly sensitized. Once per day, as a
free action, she gains an enhancement bonus to Dexterity

TABLE 3-4: THE CEREBREX

BAsSE
AtTack  FoRrT REF WiLL

LeveL BoNus SAve SAVE  Save SPECIAL
Ist +0 +0 +0 +2 Enigma’s bane
2nd +1 +0 +0 +3 Scent
3rd +1 +1 +1 +3
4th +2 +1 +1 +4
5th +2 +1 +1 +4
6th +3 +2 +2 +5 Eidetic memory

+3 +2 +2 +5

i +2 +2 +6 Blindsight

) +3 +3 +6

+5 +3 +3 +7

43

Aggression mastery
Symphony of nerves
Blindsense, telepathic immunity

Clairaudience/clairvoyance

Twist the neural skein
Neural glimpse, inscrutable mind
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equal to one-half her cerebrex level. This effect lasts one
round per cerebrex level.

Blindsense (Ex): At 5sth level, the cerebrex’s heightening
senses grant her blindsense to 30 feet.

Telepathic Immunity (Su): A Cerebrex of sth level is
immune to all forms of telepathy or mind reading, She
may suppress and reactivate this immunity at will, as a
free action.

Eidetic Memory(Ex): At Gth level, the Cerebrex reaches the
next level of her evolution: memory. She has perfect recall
of events in all five senses. This grants her a competence
bonus on all Intelligence checks and Intelligence-based
skill checks equal to half her cerebrex levels.

Clairaudience/Clairvoyance (Sp): By concentrating for
1 minute, a 7th-level Cerebrex may expand her senses to
such an extent that she can perceive an unseen area as
per the clairaudience/clairvoyance spell. This ability is as
the spell of the same name, as cast by a sorcerer of the
cerebrex’s class level.

Blindsight (Ex): An 8th-level cerebrex gains blindsight
to 6o feet (Monster Manual, page 306).

Twist the Neural Skein (Su): The gth-level Cerebrex
knows the neural “shapes” of spells in her own mind so
well that she can sense the traces of memorized spells in
the minds of her opponents and tear them from their
minds. Twice per day, as a standard action, a Cerebrex
can watch a known spellcaster and attempt to determine
a spell that caster still has prepared. She must succeed
at a Spellcraft check (DC 15 + spell level + opponent’s
Intelligence modifier) to uncover a spell. The amount
the check result exceeds this DC determines the highest
level of spell she can find. She knows one randomly
determined prepared spell of the appropriate level (or
lower). The cerebrex chooses the spell level she wishes to
investigate after making her check.

The cerebrex may attempt to overload the paths of
the spellcaster’s memory, making a discerned spell
inaccessible, as if it had been cast. This requires the
cerebrex to succeed ata touch attack against the opponent.

SPELLS PER DAy

+1 level of existing class

+1 level of existing class

+1 level of existing class

+1 level of existing class

+1 level of existing class
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She and her opponent then both make opposed Will
saves. If the cerebrex wins the opposed roll, the target
loses the spell. If her opponent wins, he retains the
spell, but the cerebrex may try again (including another
attempt that round, if she can make more than one attack
per round).

This ability has no effect on spellcasters who don't
prepare their spells, such as bards and sorcerers.

Neural Glimpse (Su): The cerebrex can detect
minute indicators of a humanoid’s intended actions
even as that being becomes aware of them. In combat,
this translates into an insight bonus to AC equal
to the cerebrex's Intelligence modifier. Outside of
combat, the cerebrex gains an insight bonus equal
to her Intelligence modifier (minimum +1) on Bluff,
Diplomacy, Intimidate, and Sense Motive checks. She
may use this ability once per day for a number of
rounds equal to her cerebrex class level.

Inscrutable Mind (Su): Also at 10th level, the cerebrex
has become so aware of her own mind that she gains
a +4 bonus on all saves made against mind-affecting,
fear, and sleep effects. In addition, whenever a cerebrex
makes a saving throw against an illusion, she gains a
circumstance bonus equal to her Intelligence bonus.

Fleet Runner of
Ehlonna

by James Wyatt, DRAGON #283, May 2001

In the wild, speed is sometimes essential. Often, an
animal’s only hope of survival is to outrun another
creature. Certain followers of Ehlonna, goddess of
the woodlands, emulate this aspect of the natural
world above all others, cultivating their natural
speed until they become like the deer leaping
between the trees, or—eventually—the wind that
blows through them.

Most fleet runners of Ehlonna are clerics or druids
who serve that deity, although a number of rangers
also follow this path. Multiclass cleric/rangers or druid/
rangers quite often become fleet runners, but members
of other classes are rarely interested.

NPC fleet runners are almost feral creatures of
the woodland. They have been known to run with the
centaurs and dance with the satyrs although many prefer
the company of animals to that of more sophisticated
creatures. They use their speed and travel-related abilities
in defense of the woodlands—to carry messages, send for
aid, or bring aid themselves.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the fleet
runner of Ehlonna prestige class.




REQUIREMENTS \.1 b',
To qualify to become a fleet runner ':' 3]
of Ehlonna, a character must fulfill ﬂﬂ

all the following criteria:

Alignment: Neutral good.

Base Save Bonus: Will +3.

Skills: Knowledge (religion) 8 ranks.
Feats: Dodge, Mobility, Run.
Spells: Ability to cast divine spells.

Patron Deity: Ehlonna.

CLASS SKILLS
The fleet runner’s class skills (and the key ability for
each skill) are Concentration (Con), Heal (Wis), Hide
(Dex), Knowledge (nature) (Int), Knowledge (religion)
(Int), Move Silently (Dex), and Survival (Wis).

Skill Points at Each Level: 2 + Int modifier.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Fleet runners are
proficient with all simple and martial weapons, with
all armor, and with shields (except tower shields).

Spells: At every even level the fleet runner gains new
spells per day (and spells known, if applicable) as if she
had also gained a level in a divine spellcasting class
she belonged to before adding the prestige class. She
does not, however, gain any other benefit a character
of that class would have gained (improved chance of
rebuking or controlling undead, wildshape, and so on),
except for an increased effective level of spellcasting.
If a character had more than one spellcasting class
before becoming a fleet runner, she must decide to
which class she adds the new level for purposes of
determining spells per day.

Fast Movement (Ex): The fleet runner has a speed
faster than what is normal for her race by +10 feet when
wearing no armor, light armor, or medium armor (and
not carrying a heavy load). For example, a human fleet
runner in studded leather armor has a standard speed of
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4o feet. This increase stacks with similar speed increases,
such as from the barbarian or monk classes.

Greater Mobility (Ex): A fleet runner of Ehlonna gains
a +8 dodge bonus to Armor Class against attacks of
opportunity caused when she moves out of or within a
threatened area. This supercedes the bonus granted by
the Mobility feat.

Additional Domain: A fleet runner gains access to
another of Ehlonna’s domains as a third clerical domain.
She can use the granted power of the domain (using
her fleet runner level instead of her cleric level), and
can choose from the spell lists of three domains when
selecting her domain spells for the day. She can still cast
only one domain spell of each level (1st through gth) per
day. Fleet runners without a level of cleric gain no benefit
from this granted ability.

Evasion (Ex): At 2nd level and above, a fleet runner can
avoid even magical and unusual attacks with great agility.
Ifthe fleet runner makes a successful Reflex saving throw
against an attack that normally allows a Reflex save for
half damage she instead takes no damage. The fleet
runner can use evasion only if she is wearing light armor
OT NO armor,

Leap of the Hart (Ex): At 3rd level and higher, a
fleet runner makes Jump checks as if she made a
running jump regardless of how far she moves (if at all)
before leaping,

Shot on the Rum: At 4th level, the fleet runner gains
the Shot on the Run feat, even if she does not meet
its prerequisite.

Run Like the Huntress (Su): At sth level, a fleet
runner gains supernatural stamina while running. She
can run for a number of rounds equal to two times her
Constitution score without making any checks, and
she gains a +8 bonus on Constitution checks made to
continue running after that point.

Improved Evasion (Ex): At 6th level, a fleet runner’s
evasion ability improves. She still takes no damage on

TABLE 3-5: THE FLEET RUNNER OF EHLONNA

Base
Attack ForT REF WiLL
LeveL BoNus SAvE SAve SAVE SPECIAL SPELLS
Ist +0 +2 +0 +2 Fast movement, greater mobility, —
additional domain

2nd +1 +3 +0 +3 Evasion +1 caster level
3rd +2 +3 +1 +3 Leap of the hart —
4th +3 +4 +1 +4 Shot on the Run +1 caster level
Sth +3 +4 +1 +4 Run like the huntress —
6th +4 +5 +2 +5 Improved evasion +1 caster level
Tth +5 +5 +2 +5 Run like the wind —
8th +6 +6 +2 +6 Leopard’s pounce +1 caster level

+6 +6 +3 +6 Swiftness of the tigress —

+7 +7 +3 +7 Cheetah's sprint +1 caster level
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a successful Reflex, but henceforth she only takes half
damage on a failed save. The fleet runner can only use
improved evasion if she wears light armor or no armor.

Run Like the Wind (Sp): At 7th level, a fleet runner can
slip magically between spaces, as per the spell dimension
door, once per day as a spell-like ability. The fleet runner’s
effective caster level equals her class level.

Leopard’s Pounce (Ex): At 8th level, a fleet runner can
make a full attack at the end of a charge.

Swiftness of the Tigress (Ex): When she reaches gth
level, a fleet runner can act as if under the effects of a
haste spell for a total of 1 round per class level per day.
These rounds need not be consecutive.

Cheetah’s Sprint (Su): Once an hour, a 10th-level
fleet runner can take a charge action to move ten
times her normal speed.

Flux Adept

by Andrew M. Scott, DRAGON #317, March 2004

The path of the flux adept is far more physical
and bloody than most mages would ever want to
experience. The creed of the adept is that the body
is in constant turmoil, and that turmoil should be
embraced and empowered, not overcome. Arcane
magic opens the door to the true potential of what is
usually thought of as mere scaffolding for the brain:
muscles, glands, organs. However, these systems,
given their due, can turn any creature—mage or
not—into an awesome force.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the flux adept
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Flux adepts gain no
additional proficiency with any weapon or armor.

Spells: At every odd-numbered level, a flux adept gains
new spells per day (and spells known, if applicable) as
if she had also gained a level in a spellcasting class she
belonged to before adding this prestige class. She does
not, however, gain any other benefit a character of that
class would have gained (improved chance of rebuking
or controlling undead, metamagic or item creation
feats, and so on), except for an increased effective
level of spellcasting, If a character had more than one
spellcasting class before becoming a flux adept, she
must decide to which class she adds the new level for
purposes of determining spells per day.

Grace Through Will (Ex): The simplest lesson of the
path of the flux adept is the means to precisely control
all of the body’s muscles. While this is by no means
something that can be mastered immediately, the mind
and body can be made, in time, to work as one. The
-
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character adds half her flux adept level to all Balance,
Climb, Escape Artist, and Tumble skill checks.

Pheromonic Control (Ex): At 2nd level, the flux adept
learns that beauty is more than skin deep—it lies at least
as deep as the glands. Three times per day, the flux adept
may create an affect that functions like eagle’s splendor,
as cast by a sorcerer of the flux adept’s class level. In
addition, the flux adept gains an additional +2 bonus on
any Charisma-based skill check made against a creature
with the scent ability.

Thermoregulation (Su): A 2nd-level flux adept can, at
will, vary her skin and blood to cope with extremes of
temperature, even when these extremes have magical
origins. The flux adept gains a +2 bonus on all saves
against fire or cold effects, as well as Fortitude saves
made in cold or very hot conditions (DUNGEON MASTER's
Guide, pages 302-303). At 7th level, the bonus increases
to +4, and the flux adept is immune to the effects of cold
and hot conditions.

Iron Stomach (Su): Beginning at 3rd level, the flux
adept may draw nutrients out of any substance: bark,
grass, stone, gold, and even ash. The adept gains no
benefit against poisons delivered by an attack, but
becomes immune to all ingested poisons (DUNGEON
MasTER's Guide, page 297).

Bitter Tides (Ex): The gth-level flux adept now
commands the composition of all fluids produced by
glands or ducts of the body, such as tears, sweat, and
saliva. She gains the ability to make such fluids acidic,
and can do so a number of times per day equal to 3 plus
her Constitution modifier (minimum 1). With this ability,
the flux adept may either spit a single concentrated bolus
of acidic saliva or sweat acid for 10 minutes. The acidic
spittle deals 3d6 points of acid damage on a successful
ranged touch attack (range increment 1o feet). Her
acidic sweat deals 1 point of acid damage per round to
any object she touches and wishes to affect. In addition,
any creature that hits her with a natural weapon suffers
1 point of acid damage per hit. For each minute that she
touches an item (such as ropes or shackles binding her,
or a wooden door that blocks her path), her acidic sweat
ignores 1 point of the object’s hardness.

Feign Death (Ex): The sth-level flux adept is able
to turn off her metabolism (requiring no food, water,
or even air) by entering a deep trance that resembles
death. She can remain in this dormant state for up to
24 hours, and shows all the physical signs of death. She
may enter this trance as a standard action. Awakening
from the trance takes a full round. Upon entering a
trance, the flux adept must designate up to three
triggers that will awaken her prematurely. A trigger
can only be an event that somehow affects the character
(such as being touched, slapped, or damaged), and
cannot be something tied to the time of day (such as
the sun rising or setting). Triggers cannot depend on
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REQUIREMENTS ) )
To qualify to become a flux adept, tﬂﬁ P

a character must fulfill all of the
following criteria.

Skills: Heal 5 ranks, Knowledge
(arcana) 8 ranks.

Feats: At least one metamagic
|feat, Endurance, Great Fortitude.

Spells: Ability to cast 2nd-level spells.

CLASS SKILLS
The flux adept’s class skills (and the key ability for
each) are: Balance (Dex), Bluff (Cha), Climb (Str), Craft
(Int), Escape Artist (Dex), Heal (Wis), Hide (Dex), Jump
(Str), Knowledge (any) (Int), Move Silently (Dex), Sense |
Motive (Wis), Spellcraft (Int), Swim (Str), Tumble (Dex), |
and Use Magic Device (Cha).

Skill Points at Each Level: 2 + Int modifier.

the character perceiving her surroundings, such as
hearing a sound.

Ifnone of her triggers are set off during her trance, the
flux adept remains in this state for the full 24 hours. After
a full 24 hours of rest in this state, the flux adept heals
2d8 damage and 2 points of damage to each ability score.
While in this inert state, her body slowly repairs damage
it has suffered.

Taste of Truth (Ex): At Gth level, the hormones of
the body are now so familiar to the flux adept that she
can actually read a creature’s emotions by tasting its
infinitesimal hormonal secretions in the air. Against living
creatures, the flux adept receives a bonus on all Bluff and
Sense Motive checks equal to her flux adept class level.
Conditions that would prevent a creature from using the
scent ability prevent a flux adept from using this ability.

Haste (Ex): Twice per day as a free action, the
jth-level flux adept may control her adrenaline and
muscles to the extent she can act as if she was under
the effect of a haste spell, as cast by a sorcerer of her
flux adept level.

Boiling Blood (Ex): At 8th level, the flux adept
has such mastery over her body chemistry that she
can cause her hands to bloat with her body’s primal
power. Her hands become over-sized claws that grant
her a natural attack. This grants the flux adept two
claw attacks that deal 1d4 points of damage plus her
Strength modifier.

If the flux adept also chooses to use her bitter tides
ability, she deals +1 point of acid damage per claw attack.

The flux adept can maintain this effect for up to 1
round per level as a free action and may use it a number
oftimes per day equal to 1 plus her Constitution modifier
(minimum 1 per day).

Polyhaemia (Su): This ability allows the gth-level flux

’?t to xgthesize potions in her own blood from
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TABLE 3-6: THE FLUX ADEPT

BAsE
ATTACK FORT REF WiLL

LeveL BoNus SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL SPELLS PER DAY

Lst +0 +0 +2 +0  Grace through will +1 level of existing class
2nd +1 +0 +3 +0  Pheromonic control, thermoregulation +2 ~ —

3rd +2 +1 +3 +1  Iron stomach +1 level of existing class
4th +3 +1 +4 +1  Bitter tides —

5th +3 +1 +4 +1  Feign death +1 level of existing class
6th +4 +2 +5 +2  Taste of truth —

7th +5 +2 +5 +2  Thermoregulation +4, haste +1 level of existing class
8th +6 +2 +6 +2 Boiling blood —

9th +6 +3 +6 +3  Polyhaemia +1 level of existing class
10th +7 +3 +7 +3  Regeneration 1 —

those that she has consumed in the last 24 hours. Once
synthesized, the potion immediately affects the flux adept
as if she had just drunk it. This ability requires a Craft
(alchemy) check with a DC equal 20 + double the spell’s
level, For example, a flux adept attempting to duplicate a
potion of blurwould need to succeed at DC 22 Craft(alchemy)
check. The flux adept may use this ability a number of
times per day equal to 1 plus her Constitution modifier
(minimum 1 per day). A failed Craft (alchemy) check still
consumes a use of the ability. Each use requires a full-
round action that provokes an attack of opportunity.
Regeneration 1 (Ex): At 10th level, a flux adept's mastery
of the immune and repair systems of the body is such
that she gains regeneration 1. Cold, electricity, fire, and
sonic deal normal damage to a flux adept. A flux adept can
regrow a lost limb or body part in 4d6 days, but cannot
reattach the severed member by holding it to the stump.

Force
Missile Mage

by Jishuo Yang, DrRAGON #328, February 2005

The spell magic missileis one of the most iconic elements
of DUNGEONs & DRrAGONs, a favored staple of many
arcane spellcasters and an example of raw magical force.
Thus, it is no wonder that a cabal of arcane spellcasters
focuses their studies on this spell, determined to
perfect its casting technique above all others. As these
spellcasters obsessively explore magic missile’s secrets
and press its boundaries, every rune and magical
symbol of the spell becomes inexorably etched upon
their minds. The outcome of such focused study results
in the ability to warp the magical energies involved in
casting magic missile, which leads to the creation of new
abilities that augment the spell’s effects. Eventually the
most devoted researchers come to a new understanding
of how magic works, revealing unplumﬁ_e’ﬂ.: depths
-
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of power out of the reach of ordinary spellcasters. These
inspired spellcasters are known as force missile mages.

Other spellcasters don’t understand the force missile
mages’ dedication to only one spell and frown upon
what they see as misguided research. In their reasoning,
force missile mages are a discredit to all spellcasters as
they limit their understanding of magic to delve into the
secrets of what many see as ultimately an insignificant
spell. Due to this disdain, force missile mages avoid
their more widely studied peers, either pursuing their
studies subtly or in seclusion. This has led many to take
up the life of a wanderer, traveling from one school or
library to the next, learning more about their spell of
choice and exploring the world.

Wizards stand to gain the most from becoming a
force missile mage, but some sorcerers and multiclassed
clerics also benefit from the class’s unique focus. Clerics
with access to the Force domain (see Complete Divine)
often take levels in force missile mage and view their
research into one of their faith’s most fundamental
spells as a religious undertaking,

While many who embark upon the path of the force
missile mage claim to do so in order to gain a deeper
understanding of magic in general, the majority take
on the arduous task in order to become better killers.
These arcane snipers hone their skill with magic missiles
not out of curiosity, but for less scholarly reasons:
wealth, revenge, or the power to kill with impunity.

CrLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the force missile
mage prestige class.
Weapons and Armor Proficiency: Force missile
mages gain no new weapon or armor proficiencies.
Spells: A force missile mage continues training
in magic as he gains levels. At each level after 1st, the
force missile mage gains new spells per day (and spells
known, if applicable) as if he had also gained a level in
an spellcasting class he belonged to before he added
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To qualify to become a force t, e
missile mage, a character must 2]
fulfill the following criteria. ]]H
Skills: Concentration 9 ranks,
Spellcraft 9 ranks.
Feat: Combat Casting.
Spells: Ability to cast magic
missile once per day.

CLASS SKILLS

The force missile mage’s class skills (and the key ability

for each skill) are Concentration (Con), Craft (Int),

Knowledge (arcana) (Int), Profession (Wis), Spellcraft

(Int), and Spot (Wis). |
Skill Points at Each Level: 2 + Int modifier.

the prestige class. He does not, however, gain any other
benefit a character of that class would have gained. If
the character has levels in more than one spellcasting
class before becoming a force missile mage, he must
decide to which class he adds each level of force missile
mage for the purposes of determining spells per day.

Bonus Missile: At 1st level, a force missile mage gains
increased mastery over his spell of choice. Every time
he casts magic missile he creates an addition missile,
even if this extra missile exceeds the normal maximum
of five missiles that the spell normally allows. Thus, a
1st-level force missile mage/6th-level wizard creates five
magic missiles, while a 1st-level force missile mage/8th-
level wizard produces six missiles.

At sth level, the force missile mage benefits from an
additional bonus missile. This means that a high-level
force missile mage can create up to seven missiles with a
single casting of magic missile.

Still Missile (Ex): All of the force missile mage’s
magic missile spells lack a somatic component. He casts
magic missile as if using the Still Spell feat but without
an increase in spell level.

Energy Missile (Ex): A force missile mage becomes
intimately attuned to the energies that compose the
spell magic missile and may alter them in significant
ways. Starting at 2nd level, a force missile mage may
add either the acid, cold, electricity, or fire descriptor
to any magic missile he casts.

The type of energy added to the spell is chosen at the
time of casting, and you can choose a different type of
energy each time you cast magic missile. This altered
descriptor affects all missiles created by a single casting
of magic missile. Although still a force spell, any magic
missile altered in this way deals additional damage
against vulnerable creatures and less damage against
creatures with related resistances and immunities.

Swift Shield (Sp): A force missile mage realizes the
Tff to defend himself against the magic missiles of
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FAVORED SPELLS OF THE FORCE MISSILE MAGES

Force missile mages have a long and prolific history of using
and creating magic similar to their spell of choice. Provided
here are two spells likely to appear in the spellbooks of
many force missile mages. More information on force
spells and the Force domain are provided in Complete
Arcane and Complete Divine, respectively. Those interested
in further expanding their repertoire of force spells should
also consult “Force Spells” in Dracon #323.

BLAST OF FORCE

Evocation [Force]

Level: Force 3, Sor/Wiz 3
Components: V, S

Casting Time: 1 standard action
Range: Medium (100 ft. + 10 ft./level)
Effect: Ray

Duration: Instantaneous

Saving Throw: Fortitude partial

Spell Resistance: Yes

You direct an invisible blast of force at a chosen target.
The blast is a ranged touch attack that deals 1d6 points

TABLE 3-7: THE FORCE MISSILE MAGE

Base

ATTACK  FORT REF WiLL
LeEveL Bonus  Save SAVE SAVE
1st +0 +0 +0 +2
2nd +1 +0 +0 +3
3rd +1 +1 +1 +3
4th +2 +1 +1 +4
5th +2 +1 +1 +4

SPECIAL

other spellcasters. A 2nd-level force missile mage can
cast shield once per day as an immediate action. (An
immediate action is like a free action, but only one can
be made per round.) This spell is cast in addition to the
force missile mage's usual number of spells per day and
at the force missile mage’s highest caster level.

Overpowering Missile: At 3rd level, the force missile
mage’s magic missile spells become especially potent,
breaking through spell resistance more readily than normal.
He gains a +2 bonus on caster level checks to overcome a
creature’s spell resistance with the spell magic missile. This
benefit only applies to magic missile spells he casts,

In addition, a force missile mage’s magic missiles might
penetrate shield spells and brooches of shielding. Against
such protections, the force missile mage makes a caster
level check with a DC equal to the caster level, in the case
of shield, or DC 20, in the case of a brooch.

Reflective Shield (Sp): At 4th level, a force missile
mage can reflect the spell magic missile. For the purposes
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of damage per two caster levels (maximum 5dé). In
addition, any target damaged by this spell must succeed
at a Fortitude save or be knocked prone (size and stability
modifiers apply to the saving throw as if the spell were a
bull rush).

Ors OF FORCE

Evocation [Force]

Level: Sor/Wiz 4

Components: V, S

Casting Time: 1 standard action
Range: Medium (100 ft. + 10 ft./level)
Effect: One orb of force

Duration: Instantaneous

Saving Throw: None

Spell Resistance: No

You create a globe of force 3 inches across, which
streaks from your palm toward your target. You must
succeed on a ranged touch attack to hit the target. The
orb deals a total of 1d6 points of damage per caster
level (maximum 10d6).

SPELLS PER DAy

Bonus missile, still missile  —
Energy missile, swift shield
Overpowering missile
Reflective shield

Bonus missile

+1 level of existing spellcasting class
+1 level of existing spellcasting class
+1 level of existing spellcasting class
+1 level of existing spellcasting class

of being affected by magic missile, a force missile mage is
constantly treated as being under the effect of the spell
spell turning, thus reflecting offensive magic missiles back
at their caster. If that caster is protected by the shield
spell or a brooch of shielding, these reflected magic missiles
are negated as normal. Missiles reflected back against
a caster who also has spell turning in effect require the
force missile mage to roll on the spell turning mishap
chart (Player’s Handbook, page 283).

Monk of th
Enabled Hand

by Bruce R. Cordell, DRAGON #: epternber 2002

Monasteries can be found in every corner of the land,
each filled with contemplative monks learning the
special brand of martial arts each individual monastery




REQUIREMENTS

To qualify to become a monk of
the Enabled Hand, a character
must fulfill the following criteria.

X 0,
Alignment: Any lawful.
Base Attack Bonus: +4.

Feats: Combat Expertise, Deflect Arrows, Improved
Disarm, Improved Unarmed Strike.

Special: Must obtain permission to join the order at
any one of the many chapter houses that dot the land.

CLASS SKILLS

The monk of the Enabled Hand’s class skills (and the
key ability for each skill) are Balance (Dex), Climb (Str),
Concentration (Con), Craft (Int), Diplomacy (Cha),
Escape Artist (Dex), Hide (Dex), Jump (Str), Knowledge |
(arcana)(Int), Listen (Wis), Move Silently (Dex), Perform !
(Cha), Profession (Wis), Swim (Str), and Tumble (Dex). |

Skill Points at Each Level: 4 + Int modifier.

TABLE 3-8: THE MONK OF THE
ENABLED HAND

Base
ATTACK FORT REF WiLL
LeveL ATTACK SAVE SAVE SAVE SPECIAL
1st 0 +2 +2 +2  Monk abilities;
shim soo, “mind
over hand”

2nd +1 +3 43 43
3rd +2 W33

Ki strike (lawful)
Kal so0, “reverse
hand”

Kong soo,
“empty hand”
Lung soo,
“dragon’s tail
slap”

4th +3 +4  +4 4

Sth +3

specializes in. While the naive believe that a monk is a
monk, the initiated know that every monastery teaches
its own unique style. The Order of the Enabled Hand
is one such cloister inhabited by monks. Versatile
warriors skilled at fighting without weapons or armor,
monks of the Enabled Hand pursue personal perfection
through action as well as contemplation. The Order of
the Enabled Hand is known for its good works and
the protection its members offer the downtrodden.
Wherever they go, monks of the Enabled Hand are
respected, and chapter houses teaching the Enabled
Hand style have sprung up in many unlikely places.
Monks are the only characters suited to learn the
style of the Enabled Hand.
PCs might encounter monks of the Enabled Hand
bagefoot and dressed in peasant clothes moving
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unnoticed among the populace, catching outlaws,
monsters, and corrupt leaders unawares. PC monks
who wish to join the order are usually able to find a
chapter house in most cities.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the monk of the
Enabled Hand prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Monks of the
Enabled Hand, although potentially proficient with
several weapons from their standard monk training,
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generally eschew those weapons in favor of using only
their hands.

Monk Abilities (Ex): Monks of the Enabled Hand
continue much of their monk training. As such, a monk
of the Enabled Hand gains the flurry of blows, unarmed
damage, AC bonus, and unarmored speed bonus as if
he were a monk whose level equaled his monk level +
his Enabled Hand level. Those who manage to meet the
requirements for this class who are not monks gain
these abilities as if a monk equal to only their Enabled
Hand level.

Shim Soo, “Mind Over Hand” (Su): A monk of the
Enabled Hand has the ability to ignore a creature’s
armor with his unarmed attacks. The monk can use this
supernatural ability once per round, up to a number of
times per day equal to 1 + his Enabled Hand class level.
The Enabled Hand monk must declare he is using a shim
soo attack before making the attack roll (thus, a missed
attack ruins the attempt). Against “mind over hand”
attacks, the target uses its touch Armor Class.

Ki Strike (Su): A monk of the Enabled Hand's unarmed
attack is empowered with ki. His unarmed attacks are
treated as lawful weapons for the purpose of dealing
damage to creatures with damage reduction.

Kal Soo, “Reverse Hand” (Su): A monk of the Enabled
Hand can strike his opponent at the same instant his
opponent strikes the monk. The Enabled Hand monk
can choose to make an immediate attack of opportunity
against an opponent that makes a successful melee attack
roll or melee touch attack roll against the monk, but the
Enabled Hand monk takes a — penalty on the attack roll.
The Enabled Hand monk cannot make more attacks of
opportunity than he is normally allowed in a round. The
monk can only use the reverse hand strike against an
opponent he threatens.

Kong Soo, “Empty Hand” (Su): A monk of the Enabled
Hand is already adept at disarming his opponents (via the
Improved Disarm feat). However, a monk of the Enabled
Hand is an expert at relieving his foes of their weapons.
When using kong soo, the monk’s hands are treated as a
Large weapon when the monk and his foe make opposed
attack rolls with respect to their weapons.

Lung Soo, “Dragon’s Tail Slap” (Su): The Enabled Hand
monk has the ability to send a creature that is damaged
by his unarmed attacks flying across the battlefield. The
monk can use this supernatural ability once per round,
up to a number of times per day equal to his Enabled
Hand class level. The monk must declare he is using a
dragon’s tail slap before making the attack roll (thus, a
missed attack roll ruins the attempt). If a foe is struck by
a monk of the Enabled Hand, the monk automatically
initiates a bull rush attack (Player’s Handbook, page 154),
except as follows.

The Enabled Hand monk and his foe make opposed
Strength checks. The Enabled Hand monk i§ treated
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as if he were one size category larger than his actual size
for purposes of determining his size-category bonus on
the opposed Strength check. In addition, the monk also
automatically gains a +4 bonus from his lung soo training,

The foe takes an additional amount of damage from
the attack equal to the number of feet she is knocked
back. The Enabled Hand monk doesn’t move when his
foe is knocked back. The foe may provoke attacks of
opportunity when he is knocked back (although not
from the monk), but the monk is not subject to attacks of
opportunity because he doesn't move (unlike a standard
bull rush). If the monk fails the opposed check, he suffers
no deleterious effect.

Osteomancer

by Andrew M. Scott, DRAGON #317, March 2004

Not all arcane spellcasters who specialize in bones
traffic with the undead. Many osteomancers, in fact, see
themselves as artists; sculptors who just happen to use
their bones (or to use their terminology, their “core”) as
their chosen medium.

The pioneer of osteomancy was Wendell Chirain. He
was a complex man, driven by passions no person truly
understood. He was a pragmatist and sneered at even
the suggestion of sentimentality. Yet he was given to acts
of astonishing charity, often to people he met once and
would never see again.

Osteomancers are no more inclined to good or
evil than any other character, but their macabre
accoutrements and their tendency toward the bizarre
tend to alienate the average person. There appears to
be a resonance within the practice of osteomancy that
causes portions of Chirain’s worldview to be adopted
by his fledgling students. There are many tales of
mischievous osteomancers scaring tavern-goers witless
by ostentatiously sneezing and then using their ability
to turn boneless and slumping to the floor, as if struck
down by some curse or magical plague. Others have
put on impromptu shows to amuse local children by
extending and retracting bone spurs at random. However,
such displays often have social consequences, and wise
osteomancers—or ones who have grown tired of being
chased out of cities at pitchfork-point—learn discretion.
Those who are less wise do not live as long,

Interestingly, this class does not attract those who
specialize in necromancy; at its heart (or rather, marrow),
osteomancy is about transmutation. Druids tend to be
polarized in their attitudes and are either appalled or
enchanted. No other class has a prejudice one way or the
other, although they—like anyone else—might be taken
aback by an osteomantic display. Osteomancers tend not
to come from the longer-lived races. Dwarves, gnomes,
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REQUIREMENTS
To qualify to become an
osteomancer, a character
must fulfill all of the
following criteria.

Base Attack Bonus: +4.

Skills: Heal 4 ranks, Knowledge
(arcana) 4 ranks, Knowledge (nature) 4 ranks.

Feat: Toughness.

Spells: Ability to cast at least three transmutation
spells, one of which must be 1st level or higher.

CLASS SKILLS
The osteomancer’s class skills (and the key ability for
each) are: Concentration (Con), Craft (Int), Disguise |
(Cha), Heal (Wis), Intimidate (Cha), Knowledge (all) (Int), |
Scry (Int), Spellcraft (Int), Use Magic Device (Cha).

Skill Points at Each Level: 2 + Int modifier.

and elves tend to be deeply suspicious of magic that warps
their mortal frames. After all, they are possessions they
intend to keep intact for centuries.

CrLAss FEATURES
All of the following are class features of the osteomancer
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Osteomancers gain no
additional proficiency with any weapon or armor.

Spells: At every even level gained in the osteomancer
class, a character gains new spells per day (and spells
known, if applicable) as if he had also gained a level in a
spellcasting class he belonged to before adding
the prestige class. He does not, however, gain any
other benefit a character of that class would have
gained (improved chance of rebuking or controlling
undead, metamagic or item creation feats, and so on),
except for an increased effective level of spellcasting.
If a character had more than one spellcasting class
before becoming an osteomancer, he must decide
to which class he adds the new level for purposes of
determining spells per day.

Boneless (Su): At will, as a full-round action, an
osteomancer may dissolve or restore his own skeleton.
He becomes able to travel at a speed of 10 feet through
muscular control taught to all novice osteomancers
(he may not run). The osteomancer may now fit in
minute spaces and crawl under barriers, with one
important caveat: the osteomancer must at all times
take care to protect his organs, making sure they are
not squashed or crushed. For simplicity’s sake, assume
the osteomancer cannot travel through any space
smaller than 6 inches in diameter.

While in this form, the osteomancer is considered
prone. He cannot use a shield, and loses his Dexterity
Boaus to Armior Class. He can't attack or cast spells with
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verbal, somatic, material, or focus components while
boneless. (This does not rule out the use of certain spells
that the osteomancer might have prepared using the feats
Silent Spell, Still Spell, and Eschew Materials.)

Immunity to Disease (Ex): Due to their phenomenal
understanding of bone and the role it plays in the
immune system, osteomancers are immune to disease,
including supernatural and magical diseases.

Skeletal Shift (Ex): As a standard action, 2nd-level
osteomancers can shift the bone structure of their limbs
and face (including teeth) to appear as a different person,
at will. This ability grants a +3 bonus on Disguise checks.

Bone Spurs (Su): The 3rd-level osteomancer may, as
a free action, cause portions of his skeleton to break his
skin and protrude, causing him no damage or disability
whatsoever. The protruding bones act as armor spikes
and spiked gauntlets. The osteomancer is automatically
proficient in the weapons forged directly from his own
skeleton, but not the normal weapons of the same type.
Note that while normal bone is far more fragile than
any forged weapon, the osteomancer’s supernatural skill
causes his exposed bones to have the strength of steel.
He may use this ability at will. As natural weapons, the
osteomancer’s bone spurs cannot be sundered.

Unnerve (Su): As an extension of the above ability,
an osteomancer may sculpt his protruding bone into
terrifying shapes, such as sinister leering faces, Creatures
within 30 feet of the osteomancer attempting to strike
or otherwise directly attack the osteomancer, even
with a targeted spell, must attempt a Will save (DC 10
+ osteomancer level + Charisma modifier). If the save
succeeds, the opponent is unaffected and immune
to that particular osteomancer’s unnerve effect for 24
hours. If the save fails, the opponent suffers a —2 penalty
on every attack roll against the osteomancer for the next
24 hours. A creature only has to make one save against
a particular osteomancer per 24 hour period. This is a
mind-affecting, fear effect.

Enlarge/Reduce (Sp): Beginning at 4th level, once per
day, the osteomancer may cast enlarge person or reduce person
on himself, as cast by a sorcerer of the osteomancer’s class
level. He gains one daily use of each spell.

Iron Bones (Su): A 4th-level osteomancer’s bone spurs
act as cold iron weapons for the purpose of overcoming
damage reduction,

Seize the Core (Su): Once per day, the sth-level
osteomancer can take temporary control of the skeletons
of his opponents, paralyzing them. He can affect up
to one creature per osteomancer level within 6o feet,
no two of which can be more than 30 feet apart. Each
subject is allowed a Fortitude save (DC 10 + osteomancer
level + Charisma modifier). Creatures without skeletons
(such as oozes) are not affected. Subjects affected by this
ability are held immobile as though paralyzed. As this
ability targets the bone structure of a being, rather than
*
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its mind, corporeal undead are subject to its effect. A
winged creature affected by this ability cannot flap its
wings and falls. A swimmer cannot swim and might
drown. Creatures immune to paralysis are not immune
to this effect.

Silver Bones (Su): A 5th-level osteomancer’s bone spurs
act as both silver and cold iron weapons for the purpose of
overcoming damage reduction.

Aligned Bones (Su): At 6th level, an osteomancer’s
bone spurs take on any nonneutral alignment the
character has (chaotic, evil, good, or lawful) for the
purpose of overcoming damage reduction. For
example, a lawful neutral osteomancer’s bone spurs
act as lawful weapons. A wholly neutral osteomancer
must choose for his bone spurs to be chaotic, evil,
good, or lawful for the purpose of overcoming damage
reduction. Once chosen, this alignment component
cannot be changed.

Adamantine Bones (Su): A 7th-level osteomancer’s bone
spurs act as adamantine, cold iron, and silver weapons for
the purpose of overcoming damage reduction.

Sap Life (Su): As a touch attack, an 8th-level
osteomancer can cause a malaise to settle into the core
of an opponent’s bones. This effect deals 2d4 points
of Strength damage unless the opponent makes a
Fortitude save (DC 10 + osteomancer level + Charisma
modifier). The osteomancer can use this ability a
number of times per day equal to 1 plus his Charisma
modifier (minimum 1). This ability can only affect
living creatures with a skeleton.

Wield the Core (Su): At gth level, the osteomancer can
telepathically control the physical actions of any creature
with a skeleton. The target creature must be within 30
feet, and is allowed a Fortitude save (DC 10 + osteomancer
level + Charisma modifier) to negate the effect. On a
failed save, the osteomancer can control the movements
of the subject by forcing its bones to move however the
osteomancer wills.

The effect only allows the osteomancer to control
the movement of the creature’s bone structure, and
not its mind. Thus, the osteomancer cannot make the
controlled creature speak, but he can cause the creature’s

jaws to clench shut, which would prevent a character
from casting a spell with a verbal component or using
an item that has a command word. This effect lasts for 1
minute per osteomancer level.

Obviously self-destructive commands, such as
forcing the creature to walk off a cliff or jump into lava,
end the effect. Once control is established, the range at
which it can be exercised is unlimited, as long as the
osteomancer has line of effect to the subject. Because
the osteomancer must remain in line of effect (and
therefore potentially keeping himself in harm’s way),
commanding a creature to face an obviously superior
foe does not end the effect.
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TABLE 3-9: THE OSTEOMANCER

Base

AttAck ForTt REF WiLL
LeveL Bonus SAvE  SAve SAVE SPECIAL SPELLS PER DAY
1st +0 +2 +0 +2 Boneless, immunity to disease
2nd +1 +3 +0 +3 Skeletal shift +1 level of existing class
3rd +2 +3 +1 +3 Bone spurs, unnerve
4th +3 +4 +1 +4 Enlarge/reduce, iron bones +1 level of existing class
5th +3 +4 +1 +4 Seize the core, silver bones
6th +4 +5 +2 +5 Aligned bones +1 level of existing class
7th +5 +5 +2 +5 Adamantine bones
8th +6 +6 +2 +6 Sap life +1 level of existing class
Sth +6 +6 +3 +6 Wield the core
10th +7 +7 +3 +7 Osteophage +1 level of existing class

As this power targets the bone structure of a being, rather
than its mind, corporeal undead are subject to its effect. The
osteomancer can use this power three times per day.

Osteophage (Su): This 1oth-level ability is the most
lethal power at the osteomancer’s command. Once per
day, an osteomancer can cause the skeleton of a target
to liquefy in a matter of seconds, causing the target to
collapse in on itself. This collapse causes instant death
on a failed Fortitude save (DC 15 + Charisma modifier);
asuccessful save prevents skeletal collapse but still deals
10d6 points of damage.

Shaper of Form

by Monte Cook, DRAGON #:326, December 2004

Bards sometimes tell tales, late at night, of primal
beings from the very heart of existence that magically
kidnap those who delve into the secrets of certain
types of spellcasting. These spirits of form test their
captives like alchemists test the purity of a gold
sample gold. If the spirits find the tested individual
wanting, they return her to where she originated
with the memories of the experience wiped from her
mind. If the spellcaster passes these mysterious tests
the cryptic spirits of form tutor the spellcaster in a
rare and special form of magic only they know how to
teach—form shaping.

The shapers of form are rare but proud of their
abilities. Unable to pass along the art of shaping magic
(only the spirits of form can do that), they rarely work in
guilds or with other organized groups of spellcasters.
Instead, they find appropriate uses for their special
talents as befits their needs and personality, whether
as craftsmen, adventurers, performers, thieves, or
anything else.

Any character with a spellcasting class can become a
per of form. However, the specific type of magical

knowledge required determines the spirits of form’s
decision more than the individual’s

whether from dusty tomes or the blessing of nature—
shapers of form are universally competent at using
spells or abilities that alter things or themselves.
Thus, most are usually quite good at a strange variety
of skills—disabling devices by changing a gear or
lever’s shape slightly, escaping bonds by temporarily
dislocating a joint, or even healing others by expertly
staunching the flow of blood. Most shapers of form
know how to alter their surroundings without the aid
of magic.

Transmuters make up the majority of shapers of form,
although clerics, druids, sorcerers, and unspecialized
wizards are common in their ranks.

CLAss FEATURES
All of the following are features of the shaper of form
prestige class.

Weapon and Armor Proficiency: Shapers of form gain
no proficiency with any weapon or armor.

Spells: When a shaper of form gains her 1st level, and
every odd level after that (plus 10th level), the character
gains new spells per day as if she had also gained a level
in whatever spellcasting class she belonged to before
she added the prestige class. She does not, however, gain
any other benefit a character of that class would have
gained (improved chance of controlling or rebuking
undead, metamagic or item creation feats, and so on).
This essentially means that she adds the new level of
shaper of form to the level of whatever other spellcasting
class the character has, then determines spells per
day, spells known, and caster level accordingly. For
example, if an 8th-level cleric gains a level in shaper
of form, she gains new spells as if she had risen to gth
level in cleric but uses the other shaper of form aspects
of level progression such as attack bonus and save
bonus. If she next gains a level of cleric, making her a
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To qualify to become a shaper of z

form, acharacter must fulfill all the

following criteria. " E
Skills: Craft (alchemy) 5 ranks,

Craft (any other craft skill) 8 ranks,

Knowledge (arcana) 5 ranks.

Feats: Great Fortitude, Spell Focus (transmutation),

Spells: Ability to cast six spells from the school of
transmutation.

Special: Spirits of form, mysterious beings from
beyond the normal ken of mortals, must have
contacted the character. A character who wishes to
join this class does well to study both magical and
mundane means of altering the world around her in
order to attract the attention of these beings.

CLASS SKILLS
The shaper of form’s class skills (and the key ability
for each skill) are Appraise (Int), Concentration (Con),
Craft (Int), Disable Device (Int), Escape Artist (Dex),
Heal (Wis), Knowledge (arcana) (Int), Profession (Wis), |
and Spellcraft (Int).

Skill Points at Each Level: 2 + Int modifier.

gth-level cleric/ist-level shaper of form, she gains spells
as if she had risen to become a 10th-level cleric.

If a character had more than one spellcasting class
before she became a shaper of form, she must decide to
which class she adds the spellcasting ability granted by
levels of shaper of form.

Like Begets Like (Su): Once per day per three class
levels, the shaper of form can change one nonmagic object
of her size or smaller into a similar object of the same size.
Similar items have the same or nearly the same shape and
weight within 50% of each other. Similar items must also
share a material in their construction that constitutes at
least half of their form. For example, the shaper of form
can transform a scimitar into a longsword, since both
are swords that weight the same. She cannot change a
dagger into a short sword, for example, because a short
sword weighs twice as much as a dagger. The shaper of
form could also change a set of leather armor into a set of
studded leather but not a chain shirt (because the chain
shirt is made of steel and not leather).

Sometimes, overall improvements can be made, but
the value of the item cannot increase by more than
double its original worth. This change is permanent
and cannot be dispelled or otherwise removed by any
means short of a wish or miracle.

This effect requires a full-round action to use and the
shaper of form must touch the item in question in order
to affect it. She can attempt to change an item in another
creature’s possession, but the item gets a Fortitude save
(DC 10 + shaper of form level) to resist the effect.
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TABLE 3-10: THE SHAPER OF FORM

BAsEe

% PRESTIGE

Attack  Fort REF  WiLL

LeveL  Bownus  SAve SAVE  SAVE SPECIAL SPELLS

Ist +0 +2 +0 +2 Like begets like, modify self +1 level of existing class
2nd +1 +3 +0 +3 Fortify item, polymorph (1/day), —

3rd +1 +3 +1 +3 Polymorph (2/day) +1 level of existing class
4th +2 +4 +1 +4 Modify self, resist shaping —

Sth +2 +4 +1 +4 Like begets like (magic) +1 level of existing class
6th +3 +5 +2 +5 As above, so below —

7th +3 +5 +2 +5 Modify self +1 level of existing class
8th -4 +6 +2 +6 Like begets like (larger) —

9th +4 +6 +3 +6 Polymorph any object +1 level of existing class
10th +5 +7 +3 +7 Disable, modify self +1 level of existing class

At sth level, the shaper of form can use this ability on
magic items. The magic qualities do not change. If used
on a +1 flaming longsword to make it into a warhammer,
it becomes a +1 flaming warhammer. The value of the
finished item cannot exceed the value of the original,
and the change lasts for only 24 hours.

At 8th level, the shaper of form can use this ability on
any object up to three sizes larger than herself.

Modify Self (Ex): At ast level and every three levels
thereafter (at 4th, 7th, and 10th level), the shaper of form
can gain one effect from the following list, achieved
through applying shaping magic to her own body. The
effect is permanent. The shaper of form can choose the
same ability more than once—the effects of each ability
stack with themselves. For example, a shaper of form who
takes the resilience ability three times has a permanent
+3 natural armor bonus to her Armor Class. These effects
cannot be removed by any means short of a wish or
miracle, and each use of one of those spells removes only
a single effect of this ability (thus, multiple wishes must
be used to eliminate multiple benefits).

Prowess: The shaper of form gains a +1 inherent bonus
to a physical ability score (Strength, Constitution, or
Dexterity).

Quickness: The shaper of form adds +10 feet to her base
land speed.

Renaissance: The shaper of form changes race, gender,
or general physical appearance. She cannot change type
and no ability score adjustments occur as a result of
the change. Thus, if the character is weak and becomes
an orc, she becomes a weak orc. The shaper of form
cannot choose to become a member of a race with a level
adjustment.

Resilience: The shaper of form gains a +1 natural
armor bonus.

Toughness: The shaper of form gains +10 hit points.

Fortify Item (Su): Also at 2nd level, a shaper of form
can increase the hardness of a single object her size or
" smaller by 1 with a touch. She can do this once per day.

AN

The change is permanent, and an object can receive the
benefit of this ability only once. This effect cannot be
removed by any means short of a wish or miracle.

Polymorph (Sp): At 2nd level, the shaper of form can
cast polymorph once per day as a spell-like ability. At 3rd
level, the shaper of form can cast polymorph twice per day.

Resist Shaping (Ex): At 4th level, the shaper of form gains
a +2 inherent bonus on saves against transmutation magic.

As Above, So Below (Su): Once per day at 6th level
the shaper of form can temporarily alter any non-living
object of her size or smaller, changing it into another
object of her size or smaller that the shaper can touch.
For example, if the shaper sees an orc charging at her
with a greatsword, she can transform a rock at her feet
into a greatsword. The finished item can have a value
no greater than 1,000 gp per level of the shaper of form.
Magic qualities can be duplicated as well, as long as
the shaper of form can identify them with a successful
Spellcraft check. Thus, if the shaper of form can see
someone else with boots of striding and springing, she can
transform her boots (or anything else she can touch) into
boots of striding and springing. The change lasts for 1 round
per shaper of form level. This effect cannot be removed
before its duration expires by any means short of a wish
or miracle,

This effect requires a full-round action to use, and the
shaper of form must touch the item to be changed in
order to affect it.

Polymorph Any Object (Sp): At oth level, the shaper of
form can cast polymorph any object once per day as a spell-
like ability.

Disable (Sp): At 10th level, the shaper of form gains the
ability to ruin an item once every other day. This ability
allows the shaper of form to create a Mordenkainen's
disjunction effect to completely remove all magical
abilities from a single item or to disintegrate (as the spell)
any nonmagical, nonliving object. Neither use of this
ability allows a saving throw, although artifacts can only
be affected as described under Mordenkainen’s disjunction
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eats are one of the most popular aspects of
third edition DunGeEoNs & Dracons. This
chapter presents a selection of new feats,

including metamagic feats and a new type of feat
called bloodline feats.

Bloodline Feats

Bloodline feats are designed with sorcerers in mind,
although any character who meets the prerequisites
can choose them. Each of the base feats in this category
(the ones with the word “bloodline” in their names)
grants a character the bloodline of a particular kind
of magical creature, plus a specific set of extra arcane
spells known. If more than one of her classes allows her
to cast arcane spells without preparation, the character
must decide to which list of spells known the spells
granted by the base bloodline feat are added when the
it is chosen. Choosing such a feat represents not only
having a particular sort of ancestor but also coming to
terms with that heritage sufficiently to benefit from it. A
character may choose only one base bloodline feat.

The description of each base bloodline feat offers
guidelines on how that ancestry might affect the
character’s personality, appearance, and spell selection.
The player is free to use or ignore any of these
suggestions, as desired. While ancestry does influence
who you are and what you do, it is not the only telling
feature of your character—or even the primary one.

Each base bloodline feat is the foundation of a short
feat tree—that is, other bloodline feats (those with the
bloodline type but that do not have “bloodline” in their
names) require it as a prerequisite. These additional feats
represent a sorcerer’s continuing mastery of her heritage.
In addition, some bloodline feats are general enough
that any character who has taken a base bloodline feat
(regardless of which one) can acquire them.

The base bloodline feats are most advantageous
when taken in conjunction with the character’s first
level of sorcerer (or another class that casts spells in
the same manner), but they can also prove beneficial
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TABLE 4—1: FEAT SUMMARY

FEAT NAME
Air Bloodline
Anarchic Bloodline

Axiomatic Bloodline

Celestial Bloodline
Celestial Light

Draconic Bloodline
Dragon Sight

Earth Bloodline
Fey Bloodline
Fey's Fate

Fiendish Bloodline
Fire Bloodline

Friend of the Earth

lllithid Bloodline
Kin Mastery

Lawful Discipline
Mind Weapon

Necromantic
Bloodline

Penumbra Bloodline

Plant Bloodline
Power in the Blood

Serpent Bloodline
Water Bloodline

Ability Enhancer
Astral Tracking

E

Braced for Charge
Charming

Circle Master
Circle Student ©
Combat Charm

Commanding
Cuthbert’s Smite

Cutpurse

Dead Eye

_') B

PREREQUISITES

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Celestial Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level
arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Draconic Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level
arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Fey Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level

arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Earth Bloodline, ability to cast Znd-level or
higher arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Any bloodline feat, ability to cast 3rd-level
arcane spells

Axiomatic Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level
arcane spells

Illithid Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level
arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Any blaadline feat, ability to cast 3rd-level
arcane spells

Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation
Ability to cast arcane spells without preparation

Spell Focus (transmutation)

Knowledge (the planes) 11 ranks, Spellcraft
8 ranks, Survival 10 ranks, Track

Base attack +1

Cha 13, Negotiator

Dodge, Circle Student, Concentration 4 ranks,
base attack bonus +8

Dodge, Concentration 2 ranks, base

attack bonus +4

Wis 13

Cha 14, Persuasive
Patron deity St. Cuthbert, smite evil

Improved Unarmed Strike, Sleight of Hand
5 ranks
Dex 17, base attack bonus +14, Point

Blank Shot, Weapon Focus (any ranged weapon).

BENEFITS

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Cast light five times per day

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Cast detect magic three times per day

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
+1 bonus on saves

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
+3 to Climb and Tumble on stone

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Turn/rebuke ancestors once per day

+2 save vs. mind-affecting
Cast daze three times per day
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Cast one extra bloodline spell per day

Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells
Sorcerous bloodline grants extra spells

Increase ability score bonus from spells
Track on Astral Plane

Set any polearm against charge

+3 on Charisma checks made to
control charmed creatures

Circle Student bonus increases to +2

+1 attack and AC against focused
opponent, AC penalty against others
Deny save bonus on charm spells in
combat

+1 DC on compulsion spells

Extra use of smite evil, smite chaotic
targets

Disguise Sleight of Hand attempt as
combat maneuvers

Add Dexterity bonus to ranged damage




Deceptive Dodge *

Divine Conduit

Divine Fervor
Double Team *

Elemental Theurgy

Enspell Familiar
Favored Power Attack

Flash Casting

Haft Strike
Hammer Fist

Heads Up

Hibernate

Kung Fu Genius

Long Strike

Mercurial Strike
Mighty Are Fallen

Pack Feint f

Pack Tactics *

Pebble Underfoot *

Pike Hedge *

Pole Balance *

Pole Fighter

Precise Strike
Puppet Master

Ring the Golden Bell

Riposte ©

Scalding Faith
of the Sun
Scathing Wit
Seer

Serenity

Dex 13, Int 13, Dodge, Expertise, base
attack bonus +4

Charisma 13, Divine Fervor, patron deity,
ability to turn/rebuke undead

Patron deity

Base attack bonus +6 or higher, Combat Reflexes

Elemental domain, arcane spells of
elemental type

Familiar, caster level 1st

Power Attack, base attack +4, favored enemy

Cha 13, ability to cast a spell with the fire
or light descriptor

Two-Weapon Fighting

Str 13, Improved Unarmed Strike

Spell-like abilities or ability to cast arcane
or divine spells
Con 13, Endurance

Int 13, 1st level only

Base attack +2

Quick Draw, base attack bonus +5
Dex 13, Int 13, Combat Expertise,
Dodge, Mobility

Improved Feint, Pack Tactics, base
attack bonus +8

Wis 13

Improved Trip
Base attack bonus +2, Combat Reflexes

Proficiency with the selected weapon, Weapon
Focus with the selected weapon, flurry

of blows class feature

Dex 13, sneak attack

Wis 13

Wis 13, Improved Unarmed Strike, Stunning
Fist, Weapon Focus (unarmed strike), base
attack bonus +5

Int 13, Combat Expertise, base attack bonus +5

Divine grace, turn undead

Cha 13, Divine Fervor, patron
deity

Divine grace

Shield Maiden’s Grace Divine grace, ability to turn undead

Shorten Grip
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Force opponent to accidentally

attack wrong target

Channel energy to boost ally's divine
casting

+2 ability score bonus for short time
Flank opponent with ally regardless of
position

Caster level is sum of all levels with
elemental spells

Cast shared spells on familiar at range
More damage with Power Attack against
favored enemy

Attackers suffer -2 penalty against you 1
round after you cast a spell

Fight with a polearm'’s haft

Deal 1-1/2 times Strength bonus

with unarmed attack

Use head of slain monster to access its
powers

Heal double level of hit points and
ability damage with sleep

Use Int in place of Wis for monk abilities
Use polearm as a reach weapon

Draw and attack to catch foe flat-footed
+4 AC vs. Power Attack

Feint attempt denies Dex bonus against
allies

Non-flanking allies gain +1 on attacks
against flanked target

Gain bonus to trip larger foes

Double damage to receive charge,
triple with polearm

+4 on Balance, resist bull rush, or resist
trip with polearm

Use flurry of blows with polearm

Trade sneak attack dice for bonus to hit
+5 DC to notice your magical control
over target

Turn unarmed strike into ranged attack

Opponent that misses provokes
attack of opportunity

Grant divine grace ability to ally for short
time

Use Intimidate to confer penalties

+1 luck bonus to Listen, Search, Sense
Motive, Spot, use augury once per day

Use Wisdom rather than Charisma for
various paladin abilities

Grant divine grace to creature touched
Attack adjacent foe with reach polearm




Single Blade Style

base attack bonus +10

to characters of higher level, especially for the purpose
of accessing the other bloodline-related feats. DMs
should consider the spell selections provided and
how those fit into their game worlds before deciding
whether to use these feats. The DM is always free to
adjust the spell list to reflect campaign-based spell
restrictions or new spells not described in the Player’s
Handbook, if desired.

Additional subtypes within each bloodline are also
possible—most notably in the draconic bloodline,
since a sorcerer’s persona and abilities might reflect
the specific kind of dragon in her ancestry. In such
a case, DMs and players can adapt the base bloodline
feat accordingly.

Your helpful transmutation spells aid you more
than normal.

Prerequisite: Spell Focus (transmutation).

Benefit: Any transmutation spell you cast that
enhances ability scores increases the ability scores by
+2 more than it normally does. For example, casting
bull’s strength with this feat grants the subject a +6
enhancement bonus to Strength, instead of the usual
+4 enhancement bonus.

Author: Chris Perry. Source: $#325.

I
I
i ABILITY ENHANCER [GENERAL]

AIR BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
One of your ancestors was a creature of elemental air.
Beings associated with this element come in an almost
endless variety and your characteristics might vary with
the type of elemental creature from which you descend.
Regardless of your exact ancestry, you are likely to have
blue eyes and wild, unkempt hair.

The descendants of cloud giants tend to be tall, loud,
and often arrogant, but they have a strong appreciation

A

Int 13, Combat Expertise, Weapon Finesse,

FIndicates a feat eligible for selection with the fighter's bonus feats.

+2 dodge bonus to AC when using one- k
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handed weapon, no shield &;
+1 AC, no limit with Deflect Arrows when
using full defense with polearm

Stun foe on successful critical hit

Use flurry of blows with non-monk
weapon
Superior jump ability with polearm

Spell ignores benefits of cover.

Increase bonuses conferred by spells by
+2 for undead

Ranged touch spell ignores cover,
concealment

Mind-affecting spell may target undead

Spinning Defense Combat Expertise, Deflect Arrows

Staggering Blow * Str 13, Improved Critical (unarmed or
bludgeoning weapon), Power Attack, Heal 3 ranks,
base attack bonus +12

Unorthodox Flurry Flurry of blows

Vault * Str 13, Jump 4 ranks

Bend Spell —

Fell Energy Spell —

Guided Spell —

Song of the Dead —

for beauty. Characters with storm giant ancestors, on
the other hand, tend toward gentleness and tolerance,

but they can display violent tempers when provoked.
Descendants of elemental flying creatures display a
predatory nature in their movements and behavior,
always preferring to keep the advantage of height

and distance when dealing with others. Dust mephits
produce skinny, morbid descendants; air mephits pass
along their lively nature; and ice mephits lend their
aloof and distant manner to posterity.

Restless and moody, sorcerers with the Air Bloodline
feat often adventure just to move. They might seem
apathetic at times, but they can surprise others with
quick emotional displays. Such characters tend to be
impatient when others want to be still, and they enjoy
spending long periods of time in debate.

Prerequisite: Ability to cast arcane
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.

15t—Obscuring mist

2nd—Gust of wind

3rd—Wind wall

4th—Shout

sth—Telekinesis

6th—Control winds

7th—Ethereal jaunt

8th—Summon monster VIII (elementals and outsiders

with the air subtype only)

oth—Freedom

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after
1st level and has already learned any of the spells on
this list in the class that granted him access to this
feat, he gains no additional spells known at those
spell levels. This restriction does not applyyif he

spells
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learned any of these spells as a member of another
spellcasting class.

Characters with Air Bloodline cannot learn or cast spells
with the earth descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

ANARCHIC BLOODLINE
[BLOODLINE]

You are descended from a chaotic outsider. The
characteristics you display might depend in part on
the kind of chaotic heritage you have. Regardless of
your exact ancestry, you are likely to have one or more
unusual physical traits, such as mismatched eyes or
untamable and strangely hued hair.

The descendants of demons tend to have misshapen
features and a terrible temper with a decidedly cruel
streak. Eladrin descendants tend to have strong
emotional reactions (especially positive emotions)
and often become fervent (if short-term) supporters of
a cause. Characters with slaad ancestry generally have
strongly variable mood swings, and they often take
on the personality traits, speech patterns, and clothing
styles of those around them in a haphazard and
unpredictable manner. Those with titan blood often
stand head-and-shoulders above other members
of their race; they enjoy experiencing the world
around them and become angry when others might
merely be bored.

Characters with the Anarchic Bloodline feat are nearly
always chaotic-aligned. They tend to be restless, desiring
change above all else. They are prone to act irrationally,
based on sudden whims and flights of fancy. The
adventurous life, full of excitement, danger, and travel,
appeals to them. Chaos-blooded characters often have a
wide variety of spells in their repertoire from all schools
and for all manner of uses. They rarely focus their spells
around a theme or with a specific function in mind.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, from the following list.

1st—Color spray

2nd—Tasha's hideous laughter

3rd—Rage

4th—Confusion

sth—Mind fog

6th—Mislead

7th—Prismatic spray

8th—Maze

gth—Weird

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class to which she applies this feat, she gains
no additional spells known at those spell levels. This
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restriction does not apply if she learned any of these
spells as a member of another spellcasting class.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

ASTRAL TRACKING [GENERAL]

You can follow tracks across the featureless wastes of
the Astral Plane. In addition, you can try to determine
the destination of a creature that has used a teleport
spell or effect.

Prerequisites: Knowledge (the planes) 11 ranks,
Spellcraft 8 ranks, Survival 10 ranks, Track.

Benefit: You can attempt to track a creature normally,
even through the featureless wastes of the Astral Plane
(base Survival DC 25). In addition, when standing at
the location (on any plane) from which a creature
departed by means of a teleportation spell or effect,
you can determine its destination with a successful
DC 30 Survival check. If you have your own means of
teleportation, you can then teleport to that location as
though you had viewed it once.

Author: James Wyatt. Source: #309.

AXIOMATIC BLOODLINE
[BLOODLINE]
You are descended from a native of a lawful plane.
The most common members of this bloodline are the
spawn of devils, who sow their seed in the Material
Plane as part of far-reaching and complex plots against
their rivals. Archons create mixed-blood offspring with
mortals in order to counter the machinations of devils
and other evil outsiders. Rarely, mortal travelers who
spend a significant portion of their lives in a lawfully
aligned plane begin to take on some of the traits of
that plane that later manifest in their descendants.
Members of this bloodline are almost exclusively
lawful. They seem driven by an inner set of rules that
generally work in accordance with the laws of the land.
They tend to have a symmetrical appearance, dress
conservatively, and stick to a regimented life. Even
when adventuring, they follow their routine to the best
of their ability. Creatures descended from devils tend
to use rules for their benefit, manipulating the system
and taking advantage of legal loopholes. Descendants
of archons practice the gentler aspects of regimen,
living lives in as organized a fashion as possible.
Characters with the Axiomatic Bloodline feat tend
to be organized and consistent; they generally look
down on abnormality or spontaneity. As such, those
with lawful blood excel at spells that locate items and
creatures as well as spells that return things to their
proper place or shape.
Prerequisites: Ability to
without preparation.
Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, from the following list.

cast arcane spells
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1st—Detect chaos

2nd—Locate object

srd—Magic circle against chaos

4th—Locate creature

sth—Dismissal

6th—True seeing

7th—Forcecage

8th—Discern location

gth—Dominate monster

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class to which she applies this feat, she gains
no additional spells known at those spell levels. This
restriction does not apply if she learned any of these
spells as a member of another spellcasting class.

Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells with
the chaotic descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

BEND SPELL [METAMAGIC]
Cover does little to reduce the effectiveness of your spells.
Benefit: You reduce all benefits from cover for creatures
affected by one of your spells. Target creatures gain no
cover bonuses to Armor Class against a bent spell, and any
saving throws made by creatures in its area of effect gain
no cover bonuses, This feat does not allow your spell to
affect any target that would not normally be affected (for
- example, a target with total cover still cannot be affected).
A bent spell uses up a slot one level higher than the
spell’s actual level.
Author: James Jacobs. Source: #2091.

BRACED FOR CHARGE [GENERAL]
When receiving a charge, you know how to strike where
it truly hurts.

Prerequisite: Base attack bonus +1.

Benefit: You can ready an action to set any pole arm
against a charge. This attack deals double damage on
a successful hit against a charging character. This feat
grants no bonus to weapons that already grant double
damage when set against a charge.

Normal: Only specific weapons deal double damage
when readied against a charge.

Special: A fighter may select Braced for Charge as one
of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

CELESTIAL BLOODLINE
[BLOODLINE]

One of your distant ancestors was a good outsider. The
characteristics you display might depend in part on the
kind of celestial heritage you have.

Descendants of devas or archons tend to be very
isive—quick to judge and quick to act. Characters
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with couatl or lillend ancestors are often physically
beautiful, and they tend to favor snakes and other
reptiles as familiars. The most common sources of
celestial blood, however, are minor good deities or the
avatars of more powerful beings. A sorcerer descended
from such a line can be very passionate about his faith,
whether he follows his ancestor’s religion or not.

Characters with the Celestial Bloodline feat are usually
good-aligned, although not always. Their yearning for
adventure stems either from a desire to aid others, an
innate need to combat evil, or both. As such, celestial-
blooded characters tend to focus their spell selections
on good- or neutral-aligned spells that aid others.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1ist, according to the
following list.

1st—DProtection from evil

2nd—Daylight

3rd—Magic circle against evil

4th—Rainbow pattern

sth—Dismissal

6th—Guards and wards

7th—Sequester

8th—Sunburst

gth—Summon monster IX (good outsiders only)

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class that granted her access to this feat, she
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if she learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.

Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
with the evil descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

CELESTIAL LIGHT [BLOODLINE]
You gain the ability to produce light.

Prerequisites: Celestial Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-
level arcane spells.

Benefit: You can cast light five times per day as a
spell-like ability (caster level equals your level in the
arcane spellcasting class that granted you access to this
feat). This ability does not affect your number of spells
known or spells per day.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

CHARMING [GENERAL]
You are particularly convincing when attempting to
command targets of your mind-affecting spells.
Prerequisites: Cha 13, Negotiator.
Benefit: When you make a Charisma check to exert
control over the target of a mind-affecting spell you
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cast, you gain a +3 bonus on this roll. This
A% applies to checks to convince the target of
’ l a spell from the charm person spell chain to
take an action it normally wouldn’t, as well as
to opposed Charisma checks made by two casters
whose spells affect the same target and who give

| it conflicting orders.
“'i i } Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source:

E e

CIRCLE MASTER
[GENERAL]

: You have mastered the techniques of the
LY master’s wheel and can focus on multiple
- opponents at once.

A
Prerequisites: Concentration 4 ranks, Circle Student,

Dodge, base attack bonus +8.

Benefit: Your bonus on attack and to AC against the
target of your Circle Student feat increases to +2.

Special: A fighter may select Circle Master as one of
his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Travis Stout. Source: #301.

CIRCLE STUDENT [GENERAL]
You have been trained in a master’s wheel, a form of
fencing instruction that grants you focus and control.

Prerequisites: Concentration 2 ranks, Dodge, base
attack bonus +4.

Benefit: By focusing your perceptions on only one
opponent, you reap benefits at the cost of your ability
to defend against the attacks of others. When in melee
with the foe you designate as the focus of your Dodge
feat, you may choose to gain an additional +1 dodge
bonus to your Armor Class from attacks made by that
creature and a +1 competence bonus on attack rolls
against that foe. Unfortunately, during that round you
take a —2 penalty to your AC against attacks by any
other creature.

Special: A fighter may select Circle Student as one of
his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Travis Stout. Source: #301.

- ComBAT CHARM |[GENERAL]
Your charm spells are equally effective in combat and
noncombat situations.

Prerequisites: Wis 13.

Benefit: When casting a charm spell (such as charm
animal, charm person, or charm monster) on a creature
being threatened by you or your allies, it does not gain
the usual +5 bonus on its save against the spell.

Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #312.
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CoMMANDING [GENERAL]
The targets of your compulsion spells find them
difficult to resist.

N



Prerequisites: Cha 15, Persuasive.

Benefit: Add +1 to the Difficulty Class for all saving

throws against your enchantment (compulsion) spells.

This bonus stacks with the bonuses from Spell Focus

(enchantment) and Greater Spell Focus (enchantment).
Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #312.

CUTHBERT’S SMITE [GENERAL]

You can smite chaotic creatures as well as evil ones.
| Prerequisites: Patron deity St. Cuthbert, ability to
| smite evil.

Benefit: Your smite evil class ability also works
against chaotic creatures. Additionally, you may use
your smite ability one more time per day. If you

| accidentally smite a creature that is not chaotic or evil,
| the smite has no effect but is still used up for the day.
Smite evil and smite chaos are supernatural abilities.
Author: Gary Holian. Source: #306.

CuTtPURSE |[GENERAL]
You are able to pick the pockets of your melee opponents.

Prerequisites: Sleight of Hand 5 ranks, Improved
Unarmed Strike.

Benefit: While engaged in combat, you may attempt
to use the Sleight of Hand skill to pickpocket an enemy
without proveking an attack of opportunity. This feat
allows you to disguise your Sleight of Hand attempts as
combat maneuvers,

Normal: Using Sleight of Hand in melee provokes an
attack of opportunity.

Author: Paul Leach. Source: #322.

DeEAD EYE [GENERAL]|
Your precision with ranged weapons translates into
more telling strikes than you could normally make.

Prerequisites: Dex 17, Point Blank Shot, Weapon
Focus (any ranged weapon), base attack bonus +14.

Benefit: You may add your Dexterity bonus on
damage rolls made with ranged weapons for which
you have the Weapon Focus feat, so long as the target
is within 30 feet.

Special: Dead Eye does not increase the damage dealt
to creatures immune to critical hits.

A fighter may select Dead Eye as one of his fighter
bonus feats.

Author: Clifford Horrowitz. Source: #304.

DECEPTIVE DODGE [GENERAL]
You can assume a defensive posture that allows you to
redirect melee attacks made against you.

Prerequisite: Dex 13, Int 13, Dodge, Expertise, base
attack bonus +4.

Benefit: When a melee attack by your dodge target (as
per the Dodge feat) misses you while you are fighting
defensively, that attack has a chance to strike another

A

target of your choice that is both adjacent to you and
within the attacker’s reach. The attacker must make a
new attack roll for the redirected attack, using the same
modifiers applied to the missed attack.

You may use this feat once per round. If there are no
other targets adjacent to you and within the attacker’s
reach, you can't have attacks strike others.

Special: A fighter may select Deceptive Dodge as one
of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Andy Collins. Source: #305.

DiviNE CoNDUIT [GENERAL]
You can lend your own divine power to a divine
spellcaster of your faith.

Prerequisite: Cha 13, Divine Fervor, patron deity,
ability to turn or rebuke undead.

Benefit: If you touch a divine spellcaster who
worships the same deity as you, you can expend one
or more daily uses of your turn undead ability to
boost that character’s spellcasting power with your
own divine energy. Such a transfer requires a standard
action. The touched character can apply a metamagic
feat to the next spell he casts as a free action. The
total level cost of the metamagic feat must be less
than or equal to the number of turn undead uses you
expended. Unused energy lasts 1 round before it fades.
All divine energy transferred in this way is completely
absorbed by the touched character and has no other
effects. The caster must have access to the metamagic
feat as normal. He applies it to the spell while he casts
it via the energy you provided. He does not need to
prepare the spell with the feat.

You cannot use this ability to boost your own
spellcasting talents. The spell your ally uses requires its
normal casting time, making quickened spells useless
with this ability.

Author: Skip Williams. Source: #30s.

DiviNE FERVOR [GENERAL]
You can use divine energy to gain a temporary boost to
an ability score.

Prerequisite: Patron deity.

Benefit: Once per day you can call upon your deity
and gain a +2 bonus to any one ability score. The bonus
lasts a number of rounds equal to 1 + your Charisma
modifier (minimum 1 round).

Author: Skip Williams. Source: #305.

DouBLE TEAM [GENERAL]
When fighting with at least one ally who also possesses
this feat, you can coordinate your attacks effectively and
threaten your opponent’s vital areas more easily.
Prerequisites: Combat Reflexes, base attack bonus +6.
Benefit: When you and an ally who also has this
feat both threaten the same opponent with a melee
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weapon, the target is treated as flanked regardless of
the positions of you and your ally. Targets normally
immune to flanking are immune to the special flanking
conditions created by this feat.

Special: A fighter may select Double Team as one of
his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

DRrRACONIC BLOODLINE
[BLOODLINE]

You are descended from a dragon. The dragon
bloodline is strong in both physical power and magic.
Your characteristics might vary with the type of dragon
from which you are descended, but you share some
traits with others of draconic blood. Like your majestic
reptilian ancestor, you are proud and of noble bearing,
and you might even share its coloration in some way.

Although characters with draconic blood can have
any alignment, they are prone to mimic their dragon
ancestor’s personalities. Others often see them as
somewhat arrogant and obsessive, but the dragon-
blooded usually feel justifiably proud of their abilities.
Spellcasters with draconic ancestors love knowledge and
beautiful items, and they often adventure to acquire one
or the other. Their spell selections tend toward either
flamboyant, combat-oriented spells, or knowledge-
gathering spells. Sorcerers of this bloodline favor the
same environments as their dragon ancestors.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.

1st—Comprehend languages

and—Darkvision

3rd—Protection from elements

4th—Fear

sth—Mind fog

6th—True seeing

7th—Vision

8th—Mind blank

gth—Dominate monster

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class that granted him access to this feat, he
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if he learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.

A character with the Draconic Bloodline feat retains
many of the strengths and weaknesses of his ancestor.
As such, he must choose a category of spells (often spells
with a certain descriptor) that he cannot learn or cast.
(For example, the descendant of a green dragon might
not be able to cast spells with the earth descriptor, while
the heir of a bronze dragon might be denied access
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to spells with the fire descriptor.) Such spells do not
appear on the character’s spell list for any class. The
DM should be involved in the decision about which
category of spells the character is denied.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: $#311.

DRAGON SIGHT [BLOODLINE]

You have a dragon’s affinity for magic and can see
magical auras. When you use this ability, your eyes glow
with inner light.

Prerequisites: Draconic Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-
level arcane spells.

Benefit: You can use detect magic three times per day
as a spell-like ability (caster level equals your level in the
arcane spellcasting class that granted you access to this
feat). This ability does not affect your number of spells
known or spells per day.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

EARTH BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
You are descended from a creature of elemental
earth. Your heritage probably stems from one of the
humanoid-shaped beings from the Elemental Plane
of Earth, although elemental earth creatures native
to the Material Plane can contribute this bloodline
as well. Regardless of the exact earth creature in your
ancestry, you probably have a hardy, solid-looking
body and dark coloration, and you might even exude
an earthy smell.

Stone giants produce long, lean descendants who tend
to be shy but playful. The progeny of earth mephits are
generally stubborn, while those of salt mephits are often
gifted with a sarcastic wit. Characters with gargoyle blood
tend to be territorial and prone to violence, especially
when it comes to protecting what is theirs.

Some would say that sorcerers with the Earth
Bloodline feat are unchanging, but this assessment is
not entirely true. Rather, they are slow to change—not
to mention tough, determined, and unwavering in
their goals. They generally enjoy being underground,
so they like to delve into dungeons and other
subterranean locales.

Prerequisites: Ability to
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.
1st—Enlarge person
2nd—Shatter
3rd—Keen edge
4th—Stone shape
sth—Transmute mud to rock
6th—Move earth
7th—Statue
ath IJ'O_‘. iy

cast arcane spells

gth—Summon monster IX (elementals and outsiders
with the earth subtype only)

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class that granted her access to this feat, she
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if she learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.

Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
with the air descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

ELEMENTAL THEURGY [GENERAL]
You can combine alternative sources of power when
using spells that contain the same elemental descriptor
(air, earth, fire, or water).

Prerequisites: At least one elemental domain (Air,

Earth, Fire, or Water), ability to cast arcane spells with #

the same elemental descriptor as your domain.

Benefit: Choose one of your elemental domains: Air,
Earth, Fire, or Water. You can cast spells with the related
spell descriptor as if your caster level was the sum of all
spellcasting classes that grant spells of that elemental
spell descriptor. The effect applies only to a single
elemental descriptor chosen when the feat is taken.
For example, a sth-level cleric/3rd-level wizard with the
Fire domain and this feat can cast any spell with the fire
descriptor as an 8th-level caster.

This does not affect your spells per day or spells
known. It only increases your caster level when casting
spells of the appropriate descriptor.

Special: You can gain this feat multiple times. Its
effects do not stack. Each time you take the feat, it applies
to a new elemental domain and spell descriptor.

Author: Tim Hitchcock. Source: #325.

EnsPELL FAMILIAR [GENERAL]

You can cast spells on your familiar over a distance.
Prerequisites: Caster level 1st , ability to gain a familiar.
Benefit: You are always considered to be in contact

with your familiar for the purpose of casting shared

spells, as long as it is within 1 mile of you. Thus any
spell you cast on yourself also affects your familiar.
Normal: The familiar must be within 5 feet of the
caster at the time such a spell is cast.
Author: Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

FAVORED POWER ATTACK
[GENERAL]
You can deal more damage to favored enemies.
Prerequisites: Power Attack, base attack +4,
favored enemy.
Benefit: Chose one of your favored enemies. When
you use the Power Attack feat against that favored
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enemy, you may subtract a number from your melee
attack rolls and add twice that number to your melee
damage rolls. If you are using a two-handed weapon,
add 3 times the number. The normal restrictions of the
Power Attack feat apply.

Author: Rich Redman. Source: #310.

FELL ENERGY SPELL [METAMAGIC]
You add a dose of raw necromantic energy to your
beneficial spells, making them especially effective for
undead creatures.

Benefit: Any numerical bonus granted by a spell
modified with this feat increases by +2 for all undead
creaturesitaffects. Thisincrease does notapply to factors
such as range, save DC, healing, or other numerical
factors relating to a spell. Only effects described as
bonuses gain this benefit. A fell energy spell takes up a
spell slot one level higher than the spell’s actual level.

Author: Mike Mearls. Source: #312.

FEY BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
One of your ancestors was a fey creature, or was raised as
such. Fey sometimes take humanoid mates or capture
children and raise them as their own. Fey-blooded characters
vary greatly in appearance but most have some odd feature
that marks them, such as a strange eye or hair color.

The heirs of dryads are often quite shy but they
possess quick minds and an earthy beauty. Grig-blooded
characters are mischievous and lighthearted, while
those with pixie blood are prone to take their pranks
too far. Characters with nixie blood are suspicious
beings who tend to avoid strangers but remain fiercely
loyal to places or persons they love.

Sorcerers with fey blood often have changing, fickle
natures. They are quick to laugh and play tricks, but slow
to forgive or forget slights. They adventure primarily out
of a sense of alienation, seeking some place or group
to which they can belong. They are fond of spells that
deceive and manipulate emotions, such as charm person.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry grants you a bonus spell
known at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to
the following list.

1st—Detect secret doors

2nd—Glitterdust

3rd—Tongues

4th—Hallucinatory terrain

sth—Seeming

G6th—Mislead

7th—Sequester

8th—Otto’s irresistible dance

oth—Wiail of the banshee

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this

- 3

-

list in the class that granted him access to this feat, he
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if he learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.
Although folklore often associates fey creatures with the
spirits of the dead, this belief could not be further from the
truth—in fact, all fey are inherently bound to life. Thus,
characters with the Fey Bloodline feat cannot learn or cast
spells that create or control undead, and all such spells are
removed from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

FEY’s FATE [BLOODLINE]

You are touched by the luck of your ancestors.
Prerequisites: Fey Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-level

arcane spells.
Benefit: You get a +1 luck bonus on all saving throws.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

FIENDISH BLOODLINE

[BLOODLINE]

One of your distant ancestors was an evil outsider. The
characteristics you display might depend in part on
the kind of fiendish heritage you have. Many of your
bloodlineare darkin coloration, although greatvariation
can exist depending on your specific ancestry.

Evil outsiders such as demons and devils produce a
surprisingly large number of offspring on the Material
Plane. Their descendants are frequently (but not always)
evil. Demon-blooded characters and others descended
from beings native to the chaotic evil realms are usually
chaotic themselves, and at their worst they can be prone
to greedy or lustful behavior.

Those with devil blood, on the other hand, tend to
be lawful. They have no compunctions about bending
the rules as far as possible, but they rarely break them.
Like their fiendish ancestors, devil-spawn are known
for keeping their word.

Characters with fiendish blood often seem driven—
even haunted—by the potential for evil within them,
especially if they try to hold to a neutral or good path.
They frequently adventure out of a restlessness caused
by their own internal struggles, although sometimes
they do so simply because they enjoy killing and
adventuring provides a perfect outlet for that tendency.
Such characters usually prefer spells of darkness and
deception, even if they are good-aligned.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.

1st—Protection from good

2nd—Darkness

3rd—Sepia snake sigil
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4th—Bestow curse
sth—Nightmare
6th—Mislead
7th—Insanity
8th—Maze
gth—Imprisonment
Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class that granted her access to this feat, she
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if she learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.
Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
with the good descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

FIRE BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]

One of your ancestors was a creature of elemental fire. Your
physical characteristics might vary with the type of elemental
creature from which you are descended, but you're likely to
have wild red or coal-black hair and either smoky gray or
golden eyes. Your heritage probably stems from one of the
humanoid-shaped beings from the Elemental Plane of Fire,
although elemental fire creatures native to the Material
Plane can contribute this bloodline as well.

The descendants of azers see fire as a tool, and they
love crafts that control the power of flame. They tend
to prefer a regimented life and usually keep their
destructive natures in tight check, although they are
no less dangerous because of that forbearance. The
descendants of fire mephits have a mischievous nature
and enjoy destructive pranks, while characters with
steam mephits in their ancestry consider themselves
above such behavior and often look down on others
with considerable arrogance. Fire giant spawn can be
ruthless in achieving their goals, and even others with
fire blood see them as brutal. None, however, can be as
cruel as the descendants of salamanders.

Usually  hot-tempered and  unpredictable,
characters with the Fire Bloodline feat can also
be passionate, egotistical, and unusually prone to
destructive behavior. They usually adventure for a
chance at personal gain and glory. Fire holds a primal
fascination and fear for most creatures, and scions
of this bloodline use that to their advantage, often
choosing mind-affecting spells to supplement their
preferred destructive flame spells.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.
1st—Hypnotism
r nd P _.'__‘hm'cs
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arcane spells

3rd—Tongues*
4th—Fire shield
sth—Cloudkill**
6th—Summon monster VI (elementals and outsiders
with the fire subtype only)
7th—Delayed blast fireball
8th—Sunburst
oth—Meteor swarm
*The subject’s tongue resembles a tongue of flame.
**The fog produced has a smoky smell and quality.
Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class that granted him access to this feat, he
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if he learned any of
these spells as a member of another spellcasting class.
Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
with the water descriptor, and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

FrasH CASTING [GENERAL]
Your passion for magic manifests visibly when you cast
a spell.

Prerequisite: Cha 13, ability to cast a spell with the fire
or light descriptor.

Benefit: A fiery nimbus surrounds you whenever you
cast a spell with the fire or light descriptor. This makes it
almostimpossible to hide while spellcasting, but it makes
you difficult to look at as well. For 1 round after casting a
fire or light spell creatures that attempt to attack you take
a—2 penalty on attack rolls. Creatures must be able to see
you to be affected by Flash Casting, and creatures with
blindsight or creatures that cannot see are immune.

Author: Clifford Horowitz. Source: #314.

FRIEND OF THE EARTH
[BLOODLINE]

Your deep affinity for the earth enables you to move
across it with greater ease than others.

Prerequisites: Earth Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-
level or higher arcane spells,

Benefit: You gain a +3 circumstance bonus on Climb
and Tumble checks when in contact with stone or
earthen surfaces.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: $#311.

GUIDED SPELL [METAMAGIC]
Your spells zero in on a specific target.
Benefit: Only those spells delivered by a ranged
touch attack can be guided. Choose a target within
range before casting a guided spell. A guided spell
ignores anything up to total cover and full concealment
as it moves over, under, or around barriers, seeking
that target. You do not check for miss chance due to
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concealment, and your foe does not gain an AC bonus
due to cover. If a guided spell misses on its initial
attack, it persists for a number of rounds equal to 1/3
your level (rounded down), making another ranged
touch attack on your turn each round against that
target until it hits or the guided duration ends, If the
target or you move out of the range of the spell, if the
target gains total cover or concealment from your
position, or if the line of effect for the spell is blocked,
the guided spell immediately ends. You do not need
to concentrate on a guided spell while it is attacking.
A guided spell uses up a spell slot three levels higher
than the spell’s actual level.
Author: Christopher Campbell. Source: #307.

HAFT STRIKE [GENERAL]
You have learned to fight with both ends of a pole arm.

Prerequisite: Two-Weapon Fighting,

Benefit: When wielding a pole arm two-handed you
may choose to attack with the haft of the weapon. You
may only perform this attack as part of a full-attack
action. This additional attack is at your highest attack
bonus and deals damage like a club of the same size
as the pole arm. Although the haft does not possess
any of the bonuses associated with the weapon (such
as flaming), it does count as magic for the purposes
of overcoming damage reduction if the weapon is
enchanted. When using this feat, each attack you
make in that round (the extra one and the normal
ones) suffers a —2 penalty. You only receive half your
Strength bonus on damage rolls with this attack. This
feat cannot be used with a double weapon.

Normal: The haft of a non-double weapon is
considered an improvised weapon and cannot be used
as part of a full-attack action.

Special: A fighter may select Haft Strike as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

HAMMER Fi1sT [GENERAL]|
You are trained in an unarmed fighting style that
emphasizes a two-handed strike.

Prerequisites: Str 13, Improved Unarmed Strike.

Benefit: You may make a single unarmed attack
with both hands to add 1-1/2 your Strength bonus on
the damage roll. This extra damage does not apply if
you make a flurry of blows attack or if you are holding
anything in either hand.

Special: A fighter may select Hammer Fist as one of
his fighter bonus feats.

Author: James Wyatt. Source: #279.

HeAps Up [GENERAL]
You are capable of using the gaze attacks of a slain
creature. Why should monsters have all the fun?

S

Prerequisite: Spell-like abilities or ability to cast
arcane or divine spells.

Benefit: If you grasp the severed head of a creature
with a gaze supernatural ability (such as the petrifying
gaze of a medusa) within 1 hour of the creature being
slain, you may use that creature’s head to employ the
slain creature’s gaze supernatural ability as a standard
action up to three times during the next 24 hours. After
that time the head is rendered useless. Retrieving the
head from a slain creature is a full-round action that
provokes an attack of opportunity.

Author: Eric Haddock. Source: #328.

HI1BERNATE [GENERAL]
When you sleep, you heal at an increased rate.

Prerequisite: Con 13, Endurance.

Benefit: So long as you get at least 8 hours of
uninterrupted sleep, you regain hit points equal to
twice your character level and heal 2 points of ability
damage to each ability score. If you sleep uninterrupted
for a full 24 hours, you regain hit points equal to four
times your character level and heal 4 points of ability
damage to each ability score. “Uninterrupted sleep”
does not need to take place in a bed.

Normal: When you rest a full 8 hours, you regain hit
points equal to your character level and heal 1 point
of ability damage to each affected score. If you have
complete bed rest for a full day and night, you regain
hit points equal to twice your character level and heal
2 points of ability damage to each affected score.

Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #313.

ILLITHID BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
Illithids frequently perform experiments on their
slaves, grafting and splicing bits from one species
onto another. Often, illithids use body parts from
their own race to augment their slaves. Eventually,
some of these enhanced slaves escape back to their
own people. You are the descendant of ome such
escaped slave.

Creatures with the Illithid Bloodline feat tend
toward no particular alignment, personality trait,
or overall outlook. They do, however, typically share
certain physical traits, such as lacking hair but
possessing black eyes and pale skin with a slightly
purplish tint.

Sorcerers who have an escaped illithid slave in their
ancestry tend to select spells that manipulate or ruin the
mind. They favor enchantment spells above all others.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known at
each spell level, starting at first, from the following list.

1st—Hypnotism

and—Detect thoughts




3rd—Sugqgestion

4th—Confusion

sth—Feeblemind

6th—Mass suggestion

7th—Insanity

8th—Mind blank

gth—Dominate monster

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class to which she applies this feat, she gains
no additional spells known at those spell levels. This
restriction does not apply if she learned any of these
'&?l: as a meémber of another spellcasting class.
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Those with this feat cannot learn or cast spells that alter
an object or creature’s size or shape (such as enlarge person
or the polymorph spells) and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

KiIN MASTERY [BLOODLINE]

You can channel the energies of your arcane bloodline
to turn or rebuke creatures with which you share a
common heritage.

Prerequisites: Any bloodline feat, ability to cast 3rd-
level arcane spells.

Benefit: Once per day, you may turn or rebuke creatures
of the same kind as your bloodline ancestor as a cleric of
1/2 your level in the arcane spellcasting class that granted
you access to your base bloodline feat. You may choose
to either turn or rebuke such creatures upon taking this
feat, but you cannot later change that decision.

Special: You may take this feat more than once. Each
time you take it after the first, you gain an extra use per
day of your chosen turning ability.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

KunG Fu GeNIus [GENERAL]

Some styles of martial arts require the student to
memorize advanced medical text's and anatomical
charts. These styles favor the intellectual over the
introspective.

Prerequisites: Int 13, must be gained at or before the
first level of the monk class is taken.

Benefit: You use your Intelligence modifier rather
than Wisdom modifier for all monk special abilities
that normally rely on Wisdom.

Author: Patrick Younts. Source: #319.

LAwWFUL Di1sCIPLINE [BLOODLINE]
Your orderly mind allows you to overcome magical
coercion more easily.

Prerequisites: Axiomatic Bloodline, ability to cast
2nd-level arcane spells.

Benefit: You gain a +3 bonus on Will saves made to
resist mind-affecting effects.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

LoNG STRIKE [GENERAL]
You have practiced grasping a pole arm farther down
the haft than normal, granting you extended reach.

Prerequisite: Base attack bonus +2.

Benefit: As a full-attack action, you can make one
attack with a pole arm as if it had reach, allowing you
to strike an opponent 10 feet away. If the pole arm
already grants reach, treat its reach as if it extended 5
feet farther.

Normal: Only reach weapons allow you to attack foes
more than 5 feet away.
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Special: A fighter may select Long Strike as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al.
Source: #331.

MERCURIAL STRIKE [GENERAL]
With a single motion, you draw your weapon and slash
at an opponent.

Prerequisite: Quick Draw, base attack bonus +5.

Benefit: Any time an opponent provokes an attack
of opportunity from you but you are unarmed, you
may draw a melee weapon and make your attack
of opportunity with it. The target of your attack of
opportunity is caught flat-footed for that attack.

Author: Mike Mearls and Jeff Quick. Source: #310.

MIGHTY ARE FALLEN [GENERAL]
You can sidestep the powerful swings of an opponent
that is using Power Attack.

Prerequisites: Dex 13, Int 13, Combat Expertise,
Dodge, Mobility.

Benefit: You gain a +4 bonus to your Armor Class
against any blow enhanced by the Power Attack feat.

Special: A fighter may take Mighty are Fallen as one
of his fighter bonus feats.
Author: James Wyatt. Source: #309.
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MIND WEAPON [BLOODLINE]
The mental power of your ancestors has passed to you.

Prerequisites: Illithid Bloodline, ability to cast 2nd-
level arcane spells.

Benefit: You can use daze three times per day as a
spell-like ability (caster level equals your level in the
arcane spellcasting class that granted you access to
this feat). This ability does not affect your number of
spells known or spells per day.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

NECROMANTIC BLOODINE
[BLOODLINE]

One of your ancestors was an undead creature or possessed
an unholy link with the undead brought on by frequent
contact. While undead do not reproduce by normal
means, their infectious taint might affect necromancers
and others who deal regularly with the dead or undead. In
rare instances a vampire or other undead might feed offa
pregnant humanoid and in allowing her to live endow the
unborn child with its foul nature.

Your physical characteristics might vary depending on
the type of undead creature from which you are descended,
but you're likely to have pale or ashen skin and dark
eyes and hair. The touch of undeath in a family almost
exclusively comes from intelligent, corporeal undead. It
LY o




takes powerful magic or extremely bizarre situations for
creatures to gain this feat from unintelligent or incorporeal
undead. The descendants of ghouls tend to be feral and
constantly hungry. Those with ghast ancestors generally
have a strong, unpleasant stench, and they often find it
difficult to satiate their hunger. Lich-blooded characters
value intelligence and generally have elitist personalities,
often appearing gaunt and skeletal. Characters descended
from mummies tend to have dull but focused personalities,
and many have gaunt, dry skin. Descendants of vampires
tend to have long canine teeth and commanding,
seductive personalities. Wight-blooded characters tend
to have clawlike fingernails and toenails, and lean,
muscular bodies; they are generally hate-filled loners who
hold grudges. Characters with the Necromantic Bloodline
feat often favor wearing the blacks, whites, and grays of
mourning.

Sorcerers with a touch of the undead in their family
trees tend to concentrate, appropriately enough, on
spells from the school of necromancy. Spells that allow
the caster to control a creature’s mind are popular
among those descended from vampires.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
ateach spell level, starting at 1st, from the following list.

1st—Cause fear

2nd—Ghoul touch

3rd—Vampiric touch

4th—Contagion

sth—Dominate person

6th—Eyebite

7th—Control undead

8th—Trap the soul

oth—Wiail of the banshee

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after
ist level and has already learned any of the spells
on this list in the class to which she applies this
feat, she gains no additional spells known at those
spell levels. This restriction does not apply if she
learned any of these spells as a member of another
spellcasting class.

Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
of the conjuration (healing) subschool, and all such
spells are removed from the spell lists of all their
spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

spells

Pack FEINT [GENERAL]|
You know how to confuse an opponent with the aid of
your comrades.

Prerequisites: Improved Feint, Pack Tactics, base
attack bonus +8.

Benefit: Whenever you successfully use Bluff to
feint in com bat, the target loses his Dexterity bonus
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to Armor Class for your next attack and the next k __

attack of any allies adjacent to the foe when you made
your Bluff check. To benefit from this feat, each ally’s
next attack and your next attack must be made on or
before your next turn.

Normal: After a successful feint in combat, your
victim loses his Dexterity bonus to AC for your next
attack, so long as you make your attack on or before
your next turn.

Special: A fighter may select Pack Feint as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Dean Poisso. Source: $313.

Pack TAcTICS [GENERAL]

Fighting in cooperation with one or more partners
is second nature to you. You are a master of harrying
opponents and finding their undefended flanks.

Prerequisite: Wis 13.

Benefit: Whenever you flank an opponent, an ally
not flanking that foe gains a +1 bonus on melee attacks
made against your flanked opponent. Flanking allies
retain the normal +2 bonus on melee attacks.

Special: A fighter may select Pack Tactics as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #313.

PEBBLE UNDERFOOT [GENERAL]
You have learned a special combat technique useful for
bringing down creatures much larger than you.

Prerequisite: Improved Trip.

Benefit: When attempting to trip a creature at least
two size categories larger than you, you gain a +4 bonus
on opposed trip checks. If you fail to trip the creature, it
cannot immediately attempt to trip you.

Special: A fighter may select Pebble Underfoot as one
of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: James Wyatt. Source: #279.

PENUMBRA BLOODLINE
[BLOODLINE]
You are descended from a planar traveler who
frequented the Ethereal Plane or Plane of Shadow. The
energies of these planes altered and augmented your
ancestor, infusing your bloodline with a trace of shadow
or ether. You are touched by the planes, and they grant
you arcane powers that continue to shape your life.
Penumbra-blooded creatures tend toward extremes in
coloration, with either unusually dark or fair skin, black
or stark white hair, and silver or black irises. Most are very
thin, but not to the point of unhealthiness. They generally
wear plain clothing in subdued hues of gray or white.
Creatures with shadowy or ethereal ancestry tend toward
neutrality and often have quiet, secretive personalities.
Many penumbra-blooded creatures prefer dark places and
avoid direct sunlight as much as possible. .
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Sorcerers who possess a penumbral ancestor favor
spells that conceal places and people as well as spells
that access the Plane of Shadow or Ethereal Plane.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, from the following list.

1st—Obscuring mist

and—Darkness

3rd—Nondetection

4th—Evard’s black tentacles

sth—Shadow evocation

6th—Shadow walk

7th—Plane shift

8th—Greater shadow evocation

gth—Etherealness

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after
1st level and has already learned any of the spells on
this list in the class to which she applies this feat, she
gains no additional spells known at those spell levels.
This restriction does not apply if she
learned any of these spells as a member
of another spellcasting class.

Characters with this feat cannot learn
or cast spells with

the light

darcane
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descriptor, and all such spells are removed from the
spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.
Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

Pike HEDGE [GENERAL]
You are particularly skilled at setting a weapon to
receive a charge.

Prerequisites: Combat Reflexes, base attack bonus +2

Benefit: When readying an action to receive a charge,
you deal double damage with any melee weapon,
or triple damage with a spear, halberd, or any other
polearm that normally deals double damage when set
to receive a charge.

Special: A fighter may select Pike Hedge as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Travis Stout. Source: #317.

PLANT BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
One of your ancestors had an unusually close tie to the
natural world. Possibly the rarest of ancestries, only
the most powerful spellcasters or deities can cause the
melding of plants and animals.

Plant-blooded creatures tend to have brown skin and
green eyes, and they generally act more patiently and
quietly than their peers, Scions of flowering plants are
often beautiful and vain, in love with bright colors and
prone to extravagance. Those who descend from vines
have long thin bodies with tangled masses of hair and
combative dispositions. Fungal descendants tend toward

pale skin and hair tones, preferring sedentary lives and

dark, cool places. Tree-blooded creatures stand taller
than their peers and have quiet but friendly personalities,
content with deep thoughts and slow actions.

Sorcerers with plants in their ancestry prefer spells
that manipulate themselves or the environment around
them to protect or grow life.

Prerequisites: Ability to
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, from the following list.

1st—Endure elements

2nd—False life

3rd—Water breathing

4th—Minor creation

sth—Transmute rock to mud
6th—Control water
7th—Control weather

8th—Control plants

gth—Imprisonment
Special: If a character takes this feat |
any time after ist level and has already
learned any of the spells on this list in
the class to which she applies this feat, she
gains no additional spells known at those
spell levels. This restriction does not apply if

N

cast arcane spells
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she learned any of these spells as a member of another
spellcasting class.

In almost every culture, plants and growing things
represent life and growth. Thus, characters who
possess this life-centered bloodline cannot learn or
cast spells with the death descriptor, and all such
spells are removed from the spell lists of all their
spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

PoLE BALANCE [GENERAL]
You can use your pole arm to brace yourself against
impact and prevent you from falling.

Benefit: When wielding a pole arm two-handed
jou gain a +4 circumstance bonus to resist being bull
rushed or tripped, and on any Balance checks to avoid
losing your footing. You may not use this feat if you are
flat-footed or if you are in a precarious position (such as
on a tightrope or while climbing) that does not provide
you a solid surface against which to prop the weapon.

Special: A fighter may select Pole Balance as one of
his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

PoLE FIGHTER [GENERAL]
Your monastic training included extensive work with
pole arms and other similar weapons.

Prerequisite: Proficiency with the selected weapon,
Weapon Focus with the selected weapon, flurry of blows
class feature.

Benefit: Chose a pole arm. You can treat that weapon
as a special monk weapon, allowing you to perform a
flurry of blows with it.

Special: A fighter may select Pole Fighter as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: $#331.

POwWER IN THE BLoOD
[BLOODLINE]

You can call on your arcane heritage to cast one
additional spell per day.

Prerequisites: Any bloodline feat, ability to cast 3rd-
level arcane spells.

Benefit: You may cast one additional spell per day,
overand above your allotment for the class that qualified
you for your base bloodline feat. The additional spell
must be one granted by that bloodline feat.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311.

PRECISE STRIKE [GENERAL]

You are skilled in finding your opponent’s weakness
and striking where it hurts most.

Prerequisites: Dex 13, ability to sneak attack.

Benefit: When making an attack that would qualify
a sneak attack, you may take away any number

»o

of dice from your sneak attack damage and add a +2
circumstance bonus on your attack roll for each die
reduction you make. You may convert as many of your
dice from your sneak attack damage as you wish in this
manner. However, if you make more than one sneak
attack during a round and are using this feat, you must
convert the same number of dice for each one.
Author: Mike Mearls and Jeff Quick. Source: #310.

PupPET MASTER [GENERAL]
It is more difficult to notice manipulation of the targets
of your enchantment spells.

Prerequisite: Wis 13.

Benefit: Add +5 to the DC of a Sense Motive check
to notice that the target of one of your mind-affecting
spells is being magically influenced (DC 30 for most
spells, DC 2o for dominate person or dominate monster),

Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #312.

RING THE GOLDEN BELL
[GENERAL]

With the rush of air from a single precise strike, skilled
martial artists can extinguish a candle flame from
several feet away. Legendary masters developed this
ability to the point that they could ring a thousand-
pound bell using only a finger strike from 20 feet away.

Prerequisites: Wis 13, Improved Unarmed Strike,
Stunning Fist, Weapon Focus (unarmed strike), base
attack bonus +5.

Benefit: A number of times per day equal to 1 + your
Wisdom bonus, you may deal unarmed strike damage with
asuccessful ranged attack. This attack has a range increment
equal to 5 feet + 5 feet per point of Wisdom bonus, Normal
cover modifiers apply. This attack can deliver any effect your
unarmed strike can normally deliver, such as a stunning
attack due to the Stunning Fist feat.

Special: A fighter may select Ring the Golden Bell as
one of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Patrick Younts. Source: #319.

Ri1POSTE [GENERAL]
You are adept at striking from a defensive posture.

Prerequisites: Int 13, Combat Expertise, base attack
bonus +s5.

Benefit: If you use Combat Expertise to increase your
Armor Class, the first opponent to attack and miss you for
that round provokes an attack of opportunity from you.

Special: A fighter may select Riposte as one of his
fighter bonus feats.

Author: Clifford Horrowitz. Source: #304.

ScALDING FAITH OF THE SUN

[GENERAL]
The power and grace of the Sun Lord has enhanced
your ability to turn undead %
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Prerequisite: Patrion deity Pelor, divine grace,

turn undead.
Benefit: You turn undead as a cleric of your class level.
Normal: A paladin turns undead as a cleric two levels
lower would.
Author: Gary Holian. Source: #306.

ScATHING WIT [GENERAL]
You are particularly gifted in the art of hurling insults,
Benefit: As a full-round action, you can belittle and
insult a single creature that can understand you and is
within 30 feet. You and the target must make opposed
Intimidate checks; if you win, the target is humiliated
and takes a —1 penalty on attack rolls, weapon damage
rolls, ability checks, skill checks, and saving throws for
a number of rounds equal to your Charisma modifier
(minimum of 1 round). If you fail the opposed
Intimidate check, the target shrugs off the insults.
A particular target may only be subjected to your
Scathing Wit once per day.
Author: James Jacobs. Source: #291.

SEER [GENERAL]

You receive flashes of insight from your deity.
Prerequisite: Charisma 13, Divine Fervor, patron deity.
Benefit: You gain a +1 luck bonus on Listen, Search,

Sense Motive, and Spot checks.

In addition, you can call upon your deity once per
day for limited information about the future in general,
although this usage of the feat temporarily depletes
your capacity for divine insight. The effect is similar
to that of an augury spell, except there is no material
component and you can see only about 10 minutes into
the future. This usage of the feat is a spell-like ability
requiring a full-round action. Once you have used the
feat in this way, the luck bonus it normally provides is
negated for the rest of the day.

Author: Skip Williams. Source: #305.

SERENITY [GENERAL]
Your wisdom, inner calm, and sagacity fuels your class
abilities rather than your force of personality or will.

Prerequisite: Divine grace.

Benefit: Use your Wisdom bonus in place of your
Charisma bonus for purposes of divine grace, lay on
hands, smite evil, and turn undead. i

Normal: The abilities use your Charisma bonus.

Author: Gary Holian. Source: #306.

SERPENT BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
One of your ancestors served as a slave of the yuan- :
ti. Over the course of years, the constant exposure to '
serpentine magic and blood warped your ancestor,
putting just a trace of snake blood into your family
line. Your physical characteristics might vary with
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the type of snake from which you are descended, but
you're likely to have yellow or black eyes and patches
of scaly skin.

Viper-blooded characters tend to have sharp,
angular features with narrow jaws; they generally
speak quickly and have a sharp wit. Descendants
of cobras tend to have wide, thick necks and hair
that grows out from the sides of their heads; they G »
generally prefer solitude, but when in the company e
of others they possess a commanding presence. !
Creatures with a constrictor ancestor often have
strong, thick bodies and limbs; they tend to take their
time, even in dangerous situations, but they become
an unstoppable force once they finally decide to act,
Rattler-blooded characters tend to have a tough,
worldly look; they like to dress in bright colors,
especially reds and yellows, and are usually quite
vocal about their abilities and intent.

Sorcerers with serpentine blood prefer spells
that intimidate a foe or end a fight quickly.

Prerequisites: Ability to cast arcane spells
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell
known at each spell level, starting at 1st, from
the following list.

1st—Cause fear

2nd—Hypnotic pattern

3rd—Sepia snake sigil

4th—Phantasmal killer

sth—Dominate person

6th—Repulsion

7th—Power word blind

8th—Power word stun

gth—Power word kill

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after 1st
level and has already learned any of the spells on this
list in the class to which she applies this feat, she gains
no additional spells known at those spell levels. This
restriction does not apply if she learned any of these
spells as a member of another spellcasting class.
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Because serpents must forever crawl on their bellies,
even their offspring cannot hope to look to the skies.
Characters with this feat cannot learn or cast spells
intended to allow them to leave the ground (such as fly,
levitate, or overland flight), and all such spells are removed
from the spell lists of all their spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #325.

SHIELD MAIDEN’S GRACE
[GENERAL]
You can channel energy to grant grace and spiritual
calm to your companions.
Prerequisite: Divine grace, ability to turn undead.
Benefit: Spend one of your turn undead attempts to
grant a touchied creature the protection of your divine
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grace. The creature applies your Charisma modifier at
the time it was touched as a bonus on all saving throws.
The Shield Maiden's Grace lasts a number of rounds
equal to your Charisma modifier (minimum 1 round).
The bonus from this ability does not stack with a
paladin’s divine grace.

Author: Gary Holian. Source: #306.

SHORTEN GRIP [GENERAL]
You know how to alter your grip on a reach weapon to
use it against nearby opponents.

Benefit: When wielding a pole arm with reach that
you are proficient with, you may treat the weapon as if it
did not have reach. The weapon is unwieldy when used
in this fashion and you take a —2 penalty on attack rolls
when attacking an opponent you normally could not.

Normal: Reach weapons cannot be used against
adjacent foes. /

Special: A fighter may select Shorten Grip as one of \ :
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his fighter bonus feats.
Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.
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SINGLE BLADE STYLE P
You wield a single weapon well., i /'1 -
Prerequisites: Int 13, Combat Expertise, Weapon . '
Finesse, base attack bonus +10.
Benefit: When fighting with a weapon you have - P
chosen for the Weapon Focus feat, wearing light armor
or no armor, and with nothing in your off-hand, you
gain a +2 dodge bonus to your Armor Class.
Special: A fighter may select Single Blade Style as one
of his fighter bonus feats.
Author: Travis Stout. Source: #301.

SONG OF THE DEAD [METAMAGIC]
You can add such a powerful dose of necromantic energy
to your mind-affecting spells that they function against
undead creatures but are useless against all others.

Benefit: A mind-affecting spell modified by this feat
works normally against intelligent undead creatures.
Mindless undead (those without Intelligence scores)
are still immune to its effect, and the altered spell
has no effect against living creatures or constructs. A
song of the dead spell takes up a spell slot one level
higher than the spell’s actual level. Note that the use
of this feat does not make mind-affecting spells affect
undead if the spell’s description specifies that the
target must be living or of a particular creature type
(other than undead).

Any spells prepared with Song of the Dead become
necromancy spells.

Author: Mike Mearls. Source: $#312.
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SPINNING DEFENSE [GENERAL]

You can spin a pole arm around you, deflecting attacks.
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Prerequisite: Combat Expertise, Deflect Arrows.

Benefit: While wielding a pole arm during a total
defense action, you receive a +1 dodge bonus to your
Armor Class (that stacks with the bonuses from total
defense) and you can use the Deflect Arrows feat any
number of times until your next turn (you do not need
an open hand to deflect ranged weapons while using
this feat). While using this feat, you cannot catch any
of the weapons through the Snatch Arrows feat.

Normal: You can only use the Deflect Arrows feat
once per round.

Special: A fighter may select Spinning Defense as one
of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al
Source: #331.

STAGGERING BLow [GENERAL]

You are capable of delivering devastating strikes in
melee combat, and when you land a critical blow,
opponents seldom recover in time to fend off your
attacks.

Prerequisites: Str 13, Heal 3 ranks, Improved Critical
(unarmed or bludgeoning weapon), Power Attack, base
attack bonus +12.

Benefit: Whenever you confirm a critical hit with
a melee attack that deals bludgeoning or nonlethal
damage for which you have the Improved Critical feat
your opponent must make a Fortitude save (DC 10 +1/2
your level + your Strength modifier) or be stunned for
one round.

Special: A fighter may select Staggering Blow as one
of his fighter bonus feats.

Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

UNORTHODOX FLURRY [GENERAL]
You are trained in a monastic tradition that uses
nontraditional weapons.

Prerequisite: Flurry of blows.

Benefit: Choose one light weapon. You become
proficient with that weapon and can use it as a special
monk weapon. You can make a flurry of blows attack
with the chosen weapon. (You cannot choose a light
exotic weapon unless you already have proficiency with
that weapon.)

Normal: Without this feat, monks only gain these
benefits with specific weapons, such as the kama,
siangham, or nunchaku.

Author: James Wyatt. Source: $#279.

VAULT [GENERAL]
While wielding a pole arm you can jump great distances.
Prerequisite: Str 13, Jump 4 ranks.
Benefit: When wielding a pole arm two-handed, the
DC for along jump is reduced by —s. In addition, the DC
fora high jump is equal to three times the distance to
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be cleared. If you jump up to grab something, you must \ :

drop the pole arm to grab the target.

Normal: The DC for a high jump is equal to four
times the distance to be cleared.

Special: A fighter may select Vault as one of his fighter
bonus feats.

Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

WATER BLOODLINE [BLOODLINE]
You have a creature of elemental water as an ancestor.
Your physical characteristics might vary with the type
of elemental creature from which you are descended,
but you're likely to have blue, green, or white coloration.
Water blood stems both from planar elemental beings
and creatures native to the Material Plane that have a
strong affinity for water.

Triton spawn often seem well meaning but distant.
Characters who can trace their water heritage directly
to a being from the Elemental Plane of Water, however,
can seem downright cold to others.

Water-blooded characters adventure for a number
of reasons, but they all seem driven to go forward, go
deeper, and overcome any obstacles in their paths. Some
deep-seated instinct teaches them to be aware of what's
going on around them, since death can come from any
direction underwater. Since fluids are so adaptable,
characters with this bloodline are fond of spells that
deal with change.

Prerequisites: Ability to
without preparation.

Benefit: Your ancestry gives you a bonus spell known
at each spell level, starting at 1st, according to the
following list.

1st—Expeditious retreat

2nd—Fog cloud

3rd—Water breathing

4th—Quench

sth—Transmute rock to mud

6th—Otiluke’s freezing sphere

7th—Control weather

8th—Summon monster VIII (elementals and outsiders
with the water subtype)

oth—Elemental swarm (water elementals only)

Special: If a character takes this feat any time after
1st level and has already learned any of the spells on
this list in the class that granted him access to this
feat, he gains no additional spells known at those
spell levels. This restriction does not apply if he
learned any of these spells as a member of another
spellcasting class.

Characters with Water Bloodline cannot learn
or cast spells with the fire descriptor, and all such
spells are removed from the spell lists of all their
spellcasting classes.

Author: Scott Carter. Source: #311. .

cast arcane spells

5 s




his chapter presents a variety of new magic

I items, mundane weapons and armor, and other
gear. It presents mundane weapons, armor,
adventuring gear, and alchemical goods first. It then

lists magical items in the same basic order (armor,
weapons, and so on) as the DUNCEON MASTER's Guide.

Weapons

Aside from the monk, every character needs a handy
weapon to keep monsters at bay. Even a wizard or
sorcerer leans on a crossbow or staff when the spells
run low. The weapons presented in this section cover
a variety of polearm types, new types of arrows, and
exotic weapons taken from cultures both historical
and imaginary.

Ankus: The ankus is made up of a long dull hook along
with a blunt point attached to a pole. An ankus has reach.
You can strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but you can't
use it against an adjacent foe. You can use an ankus to
make trip attacks. If you are tripped during your own trip
attempt, you can drop the ankus to avoid being tripped.
Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Arrow, Blunt: These masterwork arrows have specially
crafted wooden tips. They deal nonlethal damage
instead of normal damage. Author: Stephen Kenson.
Source: #279.

Arrow, Flight: The light shaft and special design of this
masterwork arrow increases a bow’s range increment by
25 feet. Author: Stephen Kenson. Source: $279.

Arrow, Signal: This masterwork arrow is specially
designed to emulate a bird’s call when fired. Elven
fletchers craft the arrows to make calls that will be
recognized as signals by the elves of the community.
For example, a hawk’s cry might be used to signal an
attack, and an owl’s cry might be used to signal a stealthy
advance. A successful DC 20 Survival check can be made
to determine whether the birdcall comes from a bird
or another source. The intricate carving of the arrows
makes them clumsy in flight, resulting in a-ip_enalty if
used to attack. Author: Stephen Kenson. Source: #279.
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Arrow, Smoke: The arrow is essentially a smokestick
in the shape of an arrow that can be ignited and fired
from a bow. It trails smoke behind and creates a cloud
of smoke in a 1o-foot cube where it strikes, but the
arrow deals no damage. The smoke dissipates normally.
Smoke arrows provide excellent concealment for elven
warriors, allowing them to make quick raids or retreats.
Author: Stephen Kenson. Source: #279.

Arrow, Thunder: Thunder arrows have thunderstones
at their tip. A direct hit inflicts no damage but does
trigger the thunderstone’s sonic attack. Misses should
be treated as an attack with a grenade-like weapon.
Author: Stephen Kenson. Source: #279.

Awl Pike: Built similarly to a longspear, the awl pike
is almost 15 feet long, You can strike opponents 15 feet
away with it, but you can’t use it against foes closer than
that. If you use a ready action to set an awl pike against
a charge, you deal double damage on a successful hit
against a charging character. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari
Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Bardiche: This weapon combines a pole with a long
curving cleaver blade, mounted near the tip. A bardiche
is cumbersome and unwieldy but devastating when
it strikes. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al.
Source: #331.

Bec de Corbin: Also called a “raven’s beak,” the bec de
corbin has both the head of an exceptionally heavy pick
and a spear blade. A bec de corbin has reach. You can
strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but you can’t use it
against an adjacent foe. If you use a ready action to set a
bec de corbin against a charge, you deal double damage
on a successful hit against a charging character. Author:
Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: $#331.

Bladed Flail: A heavy flail set with a sword blade
rather than a bludgeon, this weapon is renowned for its
ability to chop through hordes of opponents in a deadly
arc. When used with the Cleave or Great Cleave feat, the
bladed flail grants its wielder a +2 competence bonus on
additional attacks granted by those feats. This weapon
also grants the same bonuses on trip and disarm attacks
as a standard flail. Author: Mike Mearls. Source: #304.

v




. W& ENUIPTIENT &
- STAGICITENS

TABLE 5-1: WEAPONS S
AMMUNITION Cost DmG (S) DMG (M) CriTicAL RANGE INCREMENT  WEIGHT TYPE
Ammunition

Arrow, blunt (20) 10gp — — — — 31b. Bludgeoning
Arrow, flight (20) l0gp — — — +20 ft. 2 1b. Piercing
Arrow, signal (20)  10gp — —_ — — 3 b, Piercing
Arrow, smoke (1) 25gp — — - -10 ft. 1/5b. —
Arrow, thunder (1) 75gp — — — -20 ft. 1/2lb. —
Bolt, shatter (1) 75gp — — 18-20/x3 — 1/51b. —
SiMPLE WEAPONS CosT DmG (S) DmMG (M) CriTicAL RANGE INCREMENT  WEIGHT Type
Light Weapons
Dagger, disguised +50gp  * < * * * e
Poison ring 45 gp 1 1 20 —. — Piercing
Two-Handed Weapons
Fauchard ! 7gp 1d6 1d8 x3 — 10Ib.  Slashing
MarTIAL WEAPONS  CosT Dma (S) DmG (M) CriTicaAL RANGE INCREMENT  WEIGHT  TYPE &.
Two-Handed Weapons
Bardiche 9gp 1d8 1d10 x3 — 12|b.  Slashing
Duom ¢ 20gp 1dé 1d8 x3 — 8 |b. Piercing
Lucerne hammer! 12gp 1d6 2d4 x4 — 10lb.  Bludgeoning or
piercing
Partisan ! 12gp 1d6 2d4 x3 — 12|b.  Piercing or
slashing
Pilum ! 5gp 1d6 1d8 x3 20 ft. 6 Ib. Piercing
Spetum * 10gp 1d6 2d4 x3 — 8 lb. Piercing
Voulge * 10gp 1d8 1d10 %3 — 14|b.  Slashing
ExoTic WEAPONS Cost Dma (S) DmG (M) CriTicAL RANGE INCREMENT  WEIGHT  TyPe
Light Weapons
Garrote ring 50gp 1ldé/rd 1d8/rd  18-20 — — Slashing
Panther claw 75gp 1d3 1d4 x3 — 3 Ib. Slashing or
piercing
Spring dartboots  65gp  1d2 1d2 20 10 ft. 21b. Piercing
One-Handed Weapons
Hydraflail 40gp 1dé 1d8 x3 — 101b.  Bludgeoning
Swordbreaker 50gp 1dé 1d8  19-20/x2 — 4 |b. Slashing
Two-Handed Weapons
Ankus '? 15gp 1dé 2d4 x2 — 15|b.  Bludgeoning
Awl pike ?¢ 1l0gp 1dé 1d8 %3 — 10Ib.  Piercing
Bec de corbin 28gp 1d6 2d4 x4 — 14|b.  Piercing
Flail, bladed 45gp 1d8 1d10 x2 — 20 Ib. Slashing
Greatspear 25gp 1d10 2dé6 x3 10 ft. 9 Ib. Piercing
Lochaber axe 18gp 1d8 1d10 x3 — 151b.  Slashing
Longstaff *¢ 15 gp 1d4/1d4 1d6/1d6 %2 — 6 Ib. Bludgeoning
Poleaxe, heavy 20gp 1dl0 2d6 %3 .- 15Ib.  Piercing or
slashing
Shortspear, 25gp 1d8 1d10 %3 20 ft. 7 |b. Piercing
broad-bladed
Staff, bladed * 50 gp 1d6/1d6 1d8/1d8 x2 20 ft. 10lb.  Slashing
Vulcanian 75gp 1d8 1d10 x2 — 15Ib.  Bludgeoning
thunder club
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Warpike, dwarven ~ 45gp  1d8 2dé6 x3
Ranged

Razor net 50gp 1d4 1dé x2
Special

Folding bow +75gp ¥ % 5

Modular weapon  +150gp  * i %

* As base weapon

— 15|b.  Piercing or
Slashing
10 ft. 151b.  Slashing
*
* * *

1 This weapon has reach; you can use it to strike foes 10 feet away, but not adjacent foes.
2 This weapon deals double damage when readied against a charge.
3 You can use this weapon to make trip attacks. If you are tripped during the attempt, you may drop the weapon

to avoid being tripped in return.
4 This weapon grants a +2 bonus on disarm attacks.
5 Double weapon.
6 See the description of this weapon for special rules.
7 This weapon deals nonlethal damage.

Bladed Staff: The bladed staff is a 6-foot-long weapon
with blades at either end. The complex fighting styles
employed with this weapon typically use the haft of the
weapon for defense. The bladed staff is a double weapon.
You can fight with it as if fighting with two weapons,
but if you do, you incur all the normal attack penalties
associated with fighting with two weapons as if you
are using a one-handed weapon and a light weapon. A
creature using a double weapon in one hand can't use it
as a double weapon. Author: Jesse Decker. Source: #281.

Bolt, Shatter: This beautiful crossbow bolt is crafted
entirely from a specialized form of glass. It has a long
tip that is more slender than the rest of the shaft. Upon
striking a target, it shatters into razor sharp slivers that
cause tremendous amounts of pain, increasing the
critical threat increment to 18-20/x3. Shatter bolts are
available for hand, heavy, and light crossbows.

Shatter bolts are extremely delicate and are easily
destroyed by intense jostling, such as what occurs in
melee combat. Any time a character bearing shatter
bolts (held in hand, nocked in a crossbow, or held in a
quiver)is grappled, tripped, or takes 10 or more points of
damage from a single strike, there is a 50% chance that
all the shatter bolts break and are destroyed. A shatter
spell automatically destroys any shatter bolts caught in
its area of effect. Because of this, most wielders of shatter
bolts try to stay out of melee. Shatter bolts are always
destroyed if they miss their target.

Because of their extremely fragile structure, shatter
bolts cannot be the target of the following spells: greater
magic weapon, keen edge, or magic weapon. Author: Eric Cagle.
Source: $#298.

Broad-Bladed Shortspear: The heavy steel spear tip
of this weapon makes it difficult to use without the
special training of an exotic weapon. Author: Mike
Mearls. Source: #304.

Disguised Dagger: This weapon is a dagﬁ::r with a
stiletto-like blade disguised to look like an erdinary
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object, such as a ladies’ hair comb or an ink pen. In
addition to being easy to smuggle into well-guarded
areas, the dagger grants a +5 bonus on Sleight of Hand
checks to conceal it, in addition to the dagger’s usual
+2 bonus. Dedicated spies even have masterwork or
magical disguised daggers made for them. Author: Eric
Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Duom: The duom is a longspear with a standard
spearhead, as well as two blades curved so that they
point backward along the shaft. The weapon has reach,
allowing you to strike opponents 10 feet away with it.
Those proficient with the duom can also attack adjacent
foes with the reversed heads using a practiced “reversed
strike.” Apply a —2 penalty on the attack roll if you use
the duom to attack a second adjacent opponent in the
same round you attacked the first opponent. Author:
Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Fauchard: A simple pole arm with a curved, slashing
blade, not unlike a gently curved sickle. A fauchard has
reach. You can strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but
you can't use it against an adjacent foe. Author: Jason
Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Folding Bow: This bow has a joint in the middle
that allows it to fold in half when unstrung, making
it easier to conceal. A character can make a Sleight
of Hand check to conceal a folded folding bow as
if it were a small object. Only non-composite bows
can be made into folding bows. Assembling or
disassembling a folding bow is a standard action that
provokes an attack of opportunity. Author: Eric Cagle
& Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Garrote Ring: The wearer of this large, ostentatious
ring can detach the gem atop it and pull forth a length
of extremely fine, tough wire that can be used to strangle
an opponent. Pulling out the wire is a free action, but
rewinding it requires a full-round action.

A garrote attack uses the grappling rules from the
Player’s Handbook, with a few additions.




Panther Claw
illustrated by Steven Walsh

Broad-Bladed Shortspear
illustrated by Karl Kerschl

Attack of Opportunity: A garrote attempt provokes an
attack of opportunity from the target. If the attack of
opportunity deals damage, the garrote attack fails.

Getting the Garrote in Place: To attack with a garrote, you
must first loop the weapon over your opponent’s head
and work it into place around his neck. You must be
able to reach the target’s head, so you normally cannot
garrote an opponent two or more size categories larger
than yourself. However, if such an opponent is sitting
or lying down, or you are attacking from overhead, a
garrote attack might still be possible.

To begin a garrote attack, you must make a
successful melee touch attack to grab your opponent.
Unlike a normal melee touch attack, you do not ignore
all your opponent’s armor, since you might not be
able to place the garrote properly if your foe’s neck is
protected. To determine the opponent’s AC against a
garrote attack, apply the appropriate modifiers from
the table below.

ARMOR AC MODIFIER AGAINST
TYPE GARROTE ATTACK
Natural armor Normal protection

Full plate +4 armor bonus

If you fail to hit with your melee touch attack, your
gamote attack fails. If you are entitled to multiple
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Bladed Flail
illustrated by Karl Kerschl

attacks in a round, you can attempt to place the garrote
multiple times.

Strangle: Make a grapple check. You do not
automatically lose the grapple check if your opponent
is two or more size categories larger than you are.

If you succeed, your opponent is considered
grappled and has started to strangle. You immediately
deal your garrote’s damage. Your Strength modifier
applies to this damage, and if that modifier is a bonus,
you get one and one-half times that bonus if you use
both hands in the attack. If you fail the grapple check,
you don't start strangling your opponent or dealing
damage. Instead your opponent slips free and is no
longer considered grappled.

Move in: You must move into the target's space in
order to maintain the strangle. Doing so provokes
attacks of opportunity from threatening enemies, but
not from your target.

Maintaining a Garrote Attack: Once you have a garrote
in place, have won the grapple check, and have moved
into your opponent’s space, you can continue to deal
garrote damage with successful grapple checks as
often as you are entitled to attempt them. If you can
make multiple attacks in a round, you can use them to
attempt grapple checks to deal damage. The garrote
remains in place until you release your opponent or
until it escapes your hold. .

EOUIPTIENT &
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Unless you used a locking garrote to make your
attack, you and your opponent are considered grappled
while you maintain the attack. You cannot attempt to
pin your opponent during your garrote attack, nor can
you attack with another weapon.

While You're Being Garroted: Being garroted is just like
being grappled, except that you take normal damage.
You can attempt to escape the garrote by making a
successful grapple check on your turn. You can also
attack with a light weapon. Spellcasting is difficult, since
you cannot use any verbal or somatic components. You
may cast spells requiring only material components or
focuses if you already have them in hand. If the spell is
one that you can cast while being strangled, you must
still make a Concentration check (DC 20 + spell level) to
avoid losing it.

Cutting a garrote from your own throat is possible,
but difficult. When buried in your neck, the garrote is
AC 21. In addition, you take a —4 penalty on your attack,
since you must try to avoid cutting your own neck. You
cannot use the disarm action against an attacker who
has a garrote wrapped around your neck. Author: Eric
Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Greatspear: This heavy spear has a broad flat blade. A
greatspear has reach. You can strike opponents 10 feet
away with it, but you can't use it against an adjacent foe.
Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Hydraflail: Hydraflails are light, three-headed
flails. The individual flail-heads are smaller than
those of a light flail, but the multiple chains make
the weapon even more effective at disarming foes.
When wielding a hydraflail, you gain a +4 bonus on
your opposed attack roll when attempting to disarm
an enemy (including the opposed attack roll to avoid
being disarmed if you fail to disarm your enemy).
Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Lochaber Axe: An axe-headed weapon with a hook for
tripping, the lochaber axe is essentially a larger halberd
lacking the top-spike. A lochaber axe has reach. You can
strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but you can't use
it against an adjacent foe. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari
Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Longstaff: Longer than a quarterstaff, a longstaff
is much more difficult to use, but skilled wielders
are better able to protect themselves from multiple
attackers when fighting cautiously.

If you are proficient with the longstaff and you fight
defensively or employ the total defense combat maneuver,
you cannot be flanked for the rest of the round. This
benefit also applies if you are proficient in the weapon,
have the Combat Expertise feat, and shift at least 2 points
of your attack bonus to Armor Class for the round.

The longstaff'is a double weapon and a special monk
weapon just like the quarterstaff (see that description
for details). 2
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Characters proficient with the longstaff can treat it
as a quarterstaff for the purposes of the following feats:
Greater Weapon Focus, Greater Weapon Specialization,
Improved Critical, Weapon Focus, and Weapon
Specialization. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al.
Source: #331.

Lucerne Hammer: The lucerne hammer is similar to
the halberd, but with a longer spike and a smaller three-
pronged hammerhead instead of an axe blade. A lucerne
hammer has reach. You can strike opponents 10 feet away
with it, but you can't use it against an adjacent foe. Author:
Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Modular Weapon: Extremely popular with assassins
and spies alike, a modular weapon can be carried
on the owner’s person without drawing attention.
A modular weapon is made up of several tiny and
innocuous-looking components that snap, twist, or
screw together to make a fully functioning weapon,
Any simple or martial melee weapon that weighs 5
pounds or less may be made modular, as can hand
crossbows, darts, and slings.

A modular weapon has two modular components for
each pound of its weight. Each component is designed
to appear as an article of clothing, jewelry, or almost
any other ordinary wearable object. To recognize parts
of a modular weapon, an observer must make a DC 20
Intelligence check. A +1 bonus applies to this check for
every two components of the modular weapon that the
viewer can see.

Assembling or disassembling a modular weapon
takes 1 minute. Redistributing the individual pieces
into their proper, disguised locations after disassembly
requires 1 additional minute. If any components are
missing, the weapon cannot be assembled.

Because they are not whole and solid, modular
weapons tend to fall apart when subjected to serious
abuse. Whenever the wielder rolls a natural 1 on an attack
roll with the weapon, it breaks and falls apart. Author: Eric
Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Panther Claw: The panther claw looks much like
a punch dagger with two extra blades. The weapon
retains the punch dagger’s deadly force and the extra
blades are useful for disarming opponents. Wielders

-proficient with the panther claw gain a +4 competence

bonus when making disarm attempts with the panther
claw. Author: Jesse Decker. Source: #281.

Partisan: The partisan consists of a central spike
with two slashing axelike spikes protruding from the
sides of the main blade. A partisan has reach. You can
strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but you can't use it
against an adjacent foe. A partisan is sometimes called
a “bohemian ear-spoon.” Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari
Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Pilum: A thin spear; over a foot of its length is metal.

A pilum can be used to attack an enemy’s shield (and
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only a shield) as a sunder attempt. This attempt can be
made at range. If attempted in melee combat, this draws
an attack of opportunity unless you have the Improved
Sunder feat. If the pilum deals more damage than the
shield’s hardness, the spear is stuck in the shield. This
deals only 1 point of damage to the shield regardless
of how much damage was actually done

over the hardness. Removing a pilum
takes 2d4 rounds. While the
pilum is attached to a shield, the
target must drop the shield or
suffer a—2 penalty to Armor Class
and on attack rolls and Reflex
saves due to the added weight
and awkwardness. Obviously,
you lose use of the pilum while
it is attached in this way. Author: Jason
Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Poison Ring: This large but stylish ring
has a reservoir that can hold a single dose
of poison (injury only). To deliver the poison,
the wearer must flip down a tiny, hollow needle
so that it protrudes from the palm side of the
ring, then make a successful touch attack against
her target. Locking the needle into place requires a
standard action, but the wearer tends to look rather
suspicious fussing with her ring. Alternatively, the
wearer can attempt to position the needle one-handed
with a DC 15 Dexterity check, but failing by 5 or more
indicates that she has pricked herself with the needle
and is subject to the poison. An observer can notice
the needle protruding from the wearer's palm with a
successful DC 30 Spot check.

The ring deals 1 point of damage on a successful touch
attack, plus the poison’s normal damage. The victim
may have to make a DC 10 Wisdom check to recognize
the source of the attack if not in combat. Author: Eric
Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Poleaxe, Heavy: This weapon has a massive axe
blade set onto a long pole. A heavy poleaxe has reach.
You can strike opponents 10 feet away with it, but you
can't use it against an adjacent foe. If you use a ready
action to set a heavy poleaxe against a charge, you deal
double damage on a successful hit against a charging
character. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al.
Source: #331.

Razor Net: These wicked weapons act like standard
nets, but their barbs are larger and sharpened, allowing
them to inflict damage whenever a trapped creature
attempts either a Strength check to break the net or an
Escape Artist check to slip out of the net. Since the barbs
and razors invariably damage the net once a creature
begins struggling inside one, the escape and break DC
decreases by 1 each time a trapped creature attempts to
esgape. Once the net is successfully thrown and captures
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a creature, it cannot be used again. All other effects are
as a standard net. Exotic Weapon Proficiency (net) allows
use of either the standard net or a razor net. Author: Dean
Poisso. Source: $#303.

Spetum: A speturn is similar to a ranseur but on a shorter
pole. With a spetum, you get a +2 bonus on opposed attack
rolls made to disarm an opponent (including the roll to
avoid being disarmed if such an attempt fails). Author:

Jason Bulmahn, Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.
Spring Dart Boots: The heels of these boots
are slightly oversized so that each can
accommodate a small, spring-loaded dart
launcher equipped with a single dart. Firing
the dart requires a full-round action. Because the
dart deals only minimal damage, most users either
coat it with poison (which must be purchased
separately) or use the attack as a distraction. Author:
Eric Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.
Swordbreaker: Swordbreakers have
longsword-shaped blades with thick metal
teeth created by notches cut into one edge.
The tempered steel is designed to catch
blades, and when you use a swordbreaker
to sunder a foe’s weapon, you deal an
additional +1d6 points of damage. Author:

Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Voulge: The voulge is simply a long
cleaver blade mounted on the end of a
long pole. A voulge has reach. You can
strike opponents 10 feet away with it,
but you can'’t use it against an adjacent
foe. Author: Jason Bulmahn, Ari

Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Vulcanian Thunder Club: This long
wooden club is set with sharp, iron spikes. In addition
to being used as a greatclub, the vulcanian thunder club
has another use. The club’s upper end is set with a hollow
metal chamber. Before battle, this chamber is stuffed with
an ammunition packet—a mixture of alchemist’s fire,
other alchemical items, and iron pellets—and covered
with a wax-sealed wooden plate. A short string runs
down the club from this plate to the weapon's handle. In
combat, the wielder may use a standard action to pull the
string, breaking the seal and removing the wooden plate.
With the contents of the metal chamber exposed to air,
the alchemist’s fire within detonates in a small explosion
that sends the pellets bursting forth in a 20-foot cone that
deals 2d4 points of damage. A successful DC 15 Reflex save
halves this damage.

After using the club in this manner, a character
can reload the club with an ammunition packet.
Instead of purchasing the ammunition packets, a
character with the Alchemy skill can create them
with a successful Craft (alchemy) check. Author: Mike
Mearls. Source: #304. 4
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Warpike, Dwarven: The dwarven warpike resembles
a halberd with a greatly elongated shaft, and a
counterweight at the other end. A dwarven warpike has
reach. You can strike opponents 1o feet away with it, but
you can't use it against an adjacent foe.

If you use a ready action to set a dwarven warpike
against a charge, you deal double damage on a successful
hit against a charging character.

You can use the hook on the back of a dwarven
warpike to make trip attacks. If you are tripped during
your own trip attempt, you can drop the dwarven
warpike to avoid being tripped. Author: Jason Bulmahn,
Ari Marmell, et al. Source: #331.

Armor
Only a fool ventures out into the wilds or the depths of
a dungeon without some form of protection. The new
armors presented in this section are drawn from both
history and the world of the fantastic.

Retarius: This suit of gladiatorial armor consists
of leather and metal protection for only the left arm
and shoulder, including a high shoulder guard. Author:
Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Samnite: Samnite gladiator armor consists of a large
crested helmet with a visor, leather or metal bands on the
sword arm, and similar bands on the leg of the warrior’s
shield side. Sometimes the leg armor is replaced with a
greave. Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Secutor: Secutors gladiator armor includes a rounded
helmet, a metal leg guard called an ocrea on its left
side, and heavy leather and metal bands on the wearer's
sword arm. Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Silk Armor: Crafted by highly trained artisans who
weave this armor from the silk of monstrous spiders,
silk armor is a prized form of protection favored by drow
who want to look good without weighing themselves
down. Silk armor looks more like a medium-weight
jerkin than regular armor, but it is incredibly tough.

Silk armor is naturally accepting of enhancements.
Although the enhancement’s cost is unaffected, the time
it takes to add the enhancement to the armor is reduced
by half. In addition, non-masterwork silk armor can be
enhanced with magic. Author: Eric Cagle. Source: #298.

TABLE 5-2: ARMOR

ARMOR  MAXiMUM
ARMOR CosT Bonus Dex BoNus
Light Armor
Retarius armor 10 gp +1 +6
Samite armor 10 gp +1 +8
Secutor armor 40 gp +3 +3
Silk armor 5,000 gp +3 48
Thracian armor 15 gp +2 T

Arboreal Armor

Thracian: This set of gladiator armor includes a
large-crested helmet—often topped with the image
of a mythological beast—and leg armor for both legs.
Author: Dean Poisso. Source: #303.

Alchemical Items

While magic is the most common source of power
for adventurers, the pseudo-science of alchemy has
produced such useful tools as the tindertwig and the
thunderstone. These new alchemical items fill a variety
of roles for adventurers.

Alchemist’s Mercy: A fine powder that, when mixed
with water or fruit juice and consumed, eliminates the
effects of a hangover. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: $280.

ARMOR ARCANE SPELL
CHECK PENALTY FAILURE CHANCE  WEIGHT
-1 5% 5 Ib.
-1 10% 10 Ib.
-2 20% 30 Ib.
-1 5% 15 Ib.
-2 15 |b.
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Armor Soft: This slippery red oil has a mild corrosive
effect on most metals. Although long-term use of armor
soft is detrimental to any suit of armor, it provides the
short-term benefit of easier movement and less noise.
Any suit of metal armor treated with armor soft has
its armor check penalty reduced by one. The effects of
armor soft last for 1 hour.

Each application of armor soft causes a cumulative
5% chance of the armor failing, The check is made after
the duration of the armor soft has expired. Any armor
that fails as a result of armor soft’s corrosive effect is
rendered useless.

Armor soft does not reduce the armor check penalty of
nonmetal armor, but the corrosive properties still apply.
Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Blackwater: A single vial of blackwater rapidly affects a
10-foot cube of water. Any aquatic creature that breathes
blackwater must make a DC 10 Constitution check each
round or begin to drown. The DC for this check increases
by 1 on each round after the first. The creature can also
try to “hold its breath” (as a creature going underwater
would normally do), using the rules from the DuncEoN
MasTER's Guide. Blackwater affects creatures that can
breathe water due to a spell or effect, such as water
breathing, but it has no effect on creatures that can only
breathe air. Author: Eric Cagle. Source: #298.

Catstink: Given the penchant of the powerful to guard
their estates with dogs, more than one spy has had to
make a quick getaway pursued by a pack of barking
canines. A dose of catstink (which is actually an alchemical
compound, not the urine or musk of felines) on your trail
temporarily confuses the scent ability of any creature. The
creature must make a successful DC 15 Survival check to
regain the scent of any target it pursued before exposure
to the catstink. Catstink does not prevent a creature with
scent from using the ability in any other way (such as to
detect or pinpoint a hidden creature); it only
makes it more difficult for the creature to track
by scent alone. Author: Eric Cagle & Evan Michael
Jackson. Source: #316.

Cooling Gel: This cold blue gel can be applied
to the skin. It provides
fire resistance 1 for 1
hour or heals 1d6 points
of fire or heat damage
dealt within the last
5 rounds. Author:
Jesse Decker and
Stephen Kenson.
Source: #280.

Courier’s Ink:
Courier's ink is a
special invisible
ink that becomes
ble only when
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dipped into a revealing solution. The efficient formula
for the ink actually produces the revealing solution as
a byproduct of the creation process, making the two
relatively inexpensive. Courier’s ink is common enough
that blank pages found among captured documents
are routinely dipped in a revealing solution to look for
information hidden with the ink. Revealed courier's ink
is always red, so most people with sensitive information
to hide write or draw on a page first in a differently
colored ink. This serves to draw suspicion away from
pages treated with the special ink. Once the revealing
solution is applied, messages written in courier’s ink are
permanently visible.

Courier’s ink cannot be used to record a spell. Until
it is dipped in the revealing solution, courier’s ink is
invisible. This makes drawing the precise symbols used
in magic spells impossible. Author: Jesse Decker and
Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Firestone: This small orange stone can be hurled as
a grenadelike weapon. When it hits a hard surface, it
bursts into a puff of flame that deals 1d6 points of fire
damage and ignites any flammable materials within
the 5-foot square where it strikes. Fires lit by a firestone
burn normally. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.

Flash Powder: This silky gray powder is a mild
explosive. Flash powder burns too quickly to cause more
than minor burns even in large quantities. What the
powder lacks in explosive force it makes up for in visual
effect. Used occasionally in warfare as a diversionary
tool, flash powder has become a mainstay of a burglar’s
equipment. The blinding light it produces often
provides enough of a distraction for a skilled rogue to
get out of danger. Even a small quantity of the powder
burns brightly enough to cause those looking directly
at it to take a —5 penalty on Spot checks for the next 5

rounds. The flash also provides enough distraction

to allow someone under observation to make a

Hide check. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.
j  Flashstone: The flashstone is a hard, shiny
' pellet that glistens in light and glows
slightly under both normal vision and
darkvision. It is the same size and shape
as a sling bullet, and it is used in
a sling as often as it is thrown.
When a flashstone strikes a
hard surface, it vaporizes
instantly, releasing a
blast of light (15-foot-
diameter burst). Any
creature caught in
the blast must make
a DC 16 Fortitude
save or be blinded
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TABLE 5-3: ALCHEMICAL ITEMS

ITEM CosT
Alchemist’s Mercy lgp
Armor Soft 50 gp
Blackwater 100 gp
Catstink 250 gp
Cooling Gel 100 gp
Courier’s Ink 20 gp
Firestone 50gp
Flash Powder 20 gp
Flashstone 30 gp
Free Foot 25gp
Holdfast 50 gp
Ice Crystal 5gp
Insect Repellent 5gp
Liquid Ice 30 gp
Night Eyes 25 gp
Powdered Water 5sp
Shriek Paste 50 gp
Slimebane 15 gp
Slippery Oil 50 gp
Slumberweed 500 gp
Sneezing Powder 60 gp
Softshoe Powder 25 gp
Soupstone 300 gp
Spy button, flash 50 gp
Spy button, smoke 30 gp
Spy button, thundering 40 gp
Stonecloth 100 gp
Tangle Wire 25 gp
Tongueloose 150 gp
Traveler's Solace 50 gp
Truth Wine 75 gp
Vapors of Sleep 50 gp

for 1 round. Once the 1-round blindness has passed, the
creature takes a —2 penalty on Search and Spot checks
for 1 minute while its eyes recover. Author: Eric Cagle.
Source: #298.

Free Foot: This quick-drying oil makes one 5-foot square
exceptionally slippery. Creatures moving through the
affected area must make a DC 15 Dexterity check to keep
their feet. Trying to stand requires a similar check, as does
moving out of the square once footing has been regained.
Large or multilegged creatures only suffer the effects of
free foot if all of their legs are in the covered area,

Free foot and tangle wire can make a fearsome
improvised trap. If either check to move out of the
square is failed, the victim cannot move out and is
subjected to the effects of both substances again on
the following round. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.

Holdfast: Since the tanglefoot bag's invention,
scholars and adventurers alike have looke'é@r more

-

-

ways to use the powerful but short-lived adhesive. One
of the most successful variations is holdfast, a small
bundle of the same adhesive attached to the end of
a rope. When the rope is thrown with enough force
and accuracy, the bundle breaks, creating a temporary
means of securing the rope to the surface it was thrown
against. Quieter than a grappling hook and easy to
transport, holdfast has become an item of choice for
those who must infiltrate a walled structure or cross a
dangerous chasm.

To attach the rope to the desired target, the character
must make a ranged attack. A holdfast container has a
range increment of 10 feet. Armor Class modifiers for
size apply. Thus a character trying to hit any point high
on a30-foot wall must try to hit AC o (the desired area of
the wall is Huge, but Armor Class can go no lower than
o) with a —4 range penalty (three range increments). A
character who wants to hit a spot within 1 foot below a
2-foot-wide window high on a 4o-foot wall would have
to hit AC 2 (+2 size modifier to AC because the desired
target area is Tiny) with a—6 range penalty. Any missed
attack has a 50% chance of causing the holdfast bundle
to break against another surface (use the rules for the
deviation of grenadelike weapons to determine where
the holdfast struck on such a failed throw). One bag of
holdfast can support 200 pounds until the adhesive
loses its effectiveness. Holdfast lasts 1d4+3 rounds
before becoming too weak to hold the rope in place.
Creatures struck by holdfast can pull off the sticky bag
with a successful DC 27 Strength check. Author: Jesse
Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Ice Crystal: When immersed in liquid, this small
piece of rock crystal becomes as cold as a piece of ice
and remains that way until it is removed from the
liquid, whereupon it reverts to its normal temperature,
Ice crystals are used to cool liquids in laboratories and
keep drinks cold. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.

Insect Repellent: This strong-smelling liquid can
be applied to the skin to repel insects. It keeps Tiny
or smaller insects at bay for 4 hours per application.
Larger insects and those under the control of a spell
must make a DC 12 Will save to approach a protected
character. This benefit is lost if the character attacks
the insect. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen Kenson.
Source: $#280.

Liquid Ice: This viscous liquid becomes extremely
cold when exposed to air. A vial of liquid ice can freeze
the surface of a 10-foot-square area of water or smother
a like area of fire. Used as a grenadelike weapon, a vial
of liquid ice deals 1d6 points of cold damage on a direct
hit and 1 point of splash damage. Author: Jesse Decker
and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Night Eyes: This thick grease, when applied to the
naked eye, grants temporary low-light vision. The
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grease takes one full-round action to apply and lasts
for 10 minutes. Torches and other faint light sources
provide light normally for a character, but any source
of bright light (like sunlight or the daylight spell)
causes the night eyes user to take a —1 penalty on
attack rolls. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen Kenson.
Source: #280.

Powdered Water: This fine white powder sparkles
faintly. An ounce, mixed with a single drop of water,
becomes a gallon of drinkable water. The powder is
usually put in a vessel that can contain the full gallon of
water before the drop of activating liquid is added. The
vessel is then shaken to agitate the mixture. It takes a full
round for the gallon of water to form.

The powder must be kept in a watertight container to
remain effective, but it is an easy way to transport large
amounts of water over great distances. Author: Jesse
Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Shriek Paste: The shrieker, a common fungus
found in the bowels of the Underdark, is sometimes
cultivated by drow societies, creating a first line
of defense against intrusion around their cities.
In addition, drow alchemists harvest the fungus
and render it down to a base substance capable of
reproducing the shrieker’s howl.

Shriek paste is an oily, smelly substance with a
slightly purplish color. When smeared on a surface,
it retains the same consistency almost indefinitely.
When the paste is exposed to a light source equivalent
to torchlight or greater, it rapidly crystallizes. During
this process, the paste emits a high-pitched screeching
noise, making it a useful signaling device. The shriek
is loud and easy to hear (Listen DC -10) This sound
lasts for 1 round before the paste dries up entirely and
is rendered inert. Author: Eric Cagle. Source: #298.

Slimebane: This concoction breaks down oozes
of all types (see the Monster Manual). When used as a
grenadelike ranged weapon, it deals 1d6 points of
damage on a successful hitand 1 point of splash damage.
On the round following a direct hit, the ooze must make
a DC 15 Fortitude save or take an additional 1d6 points
of damage. Slimebane does not affect creatures not of
the ooze type. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen Kenson.
Source: #280.

Slippery Oil: This oil provides a +5 bonus on Escape
Artist checks for up to 1 hour or until removed with an
alcohol-based liquid. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.

Slumberweed: When dried, ground to a powder, and
inhaled or ingested, the leaves of this plant induce a
sleeplike state resembling death for 8 hours. Sometimes
spies pack a dose of slumberweed into specially made
necklaces with holes on either end that can act as an
impromptu blowgun (usable only for delivering the

‘pawdery toxin), At other times, slumberweed is ingested
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by the spy himself; for the purpose of feigning death. A
successful DC12 Fortitude save negates the sleep. Author:
Eric Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Sneezing Powder: This fine powder can be thrown as
a grenadelike weapon. On a direct hit, the target must
make a DC 12 Fort save or take a—1 penalty on all attack
rolls, saving throws, ability checks, and skill checks
for 1d4 rounds because of sneezing and watery eyes.
Creatures immune to gases or poisons are immune
to sneezing powder. Author: Jesse Decker and Stephen
Kenson. Source: #280.

Softshoe Powder: Rubbing this powder on feet or
footwear makes moving silently easier. Applying softshoe
powder provides a +2 competence bonus on Move Silently
checks. Unless all of a creature’s feet or footwear are
treated, there is no benefit from the powder. The effects of
the powder last for 10 minutes after its application. Author:
Jesse Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Soupstone: When dropped into a container of water,
this small smooth stone turns the water into a hot,
nourishing broth of a flavor chosen when the stone is
made. A soupstone can transform up to 10 gallons of
water before it becomes inert. It has no effect on water-
based creatures like water elementals. Author: Jesse
Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Spy Button: Several versions of these specially
designed buttons exist. They can be fancy or plain and
are made to blend in with the clothing they are sewn
on. To use a spy button, the wearer must rip it free from
the article of clothing to which it is attached as a free
action and throw it against a hard surface. The most
common types of spy buttons are as follows.

Flash: This button creates a brilliant burst of light
on impact. If a flash button detonates within 5 feet (1
square) of a creature, that creature must make a DC 15
Fortitude save or be dazzled for 1d3 rounds. Sightless
creatures are not affected.

Smoke: This button produces a cloud of impenetrable
black smoke that fills a 10-foot cube, It dissipates in 2
rounds, or a single round if affected by moderate or
stronger winds.

Thundering: This button mimics the effect of a
thunderstone (Player’s Handbook, page 129). Author: Eric
Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson. Source: #316.

Stonecloth: This heavy, gray cloth is woven from
special mineral fibers. Making it requires the Craft
(tailoring) skill in addition to the Craft (alchemy) skill.
The fire-retardant cloth does not catch fire unless
exposed to flame for more than a minute. Thus,
someone wearing stonecloth takes the initial damage
from a fire attack, but does not catch fire and take
burning damage on later rounds. Author: Jesse Decker
and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Tangle Wire: Tangle wire, a thin spiked wire coated
with a less-adhesive, longer-lasting form of the
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substance found in tanglefoot bags, is made in strands
of up to 10 feet long. The adhesive makes tangle wire
hard to transport and handle, but easy to string across
a narrow opening and doubly effective against those
who encounter it. Tangle wire comes wrapped in a tight
bundle, and once unwound, it cannot be rewound and
stored for later use.

To avoid tangle wire, a character must make a successful
DC 15 Spot check. A character who fails this Spot check is
caught by the tangle wire and takes 1d2 points of damage
per round unless he remains completely immobile
and cannot move out of the square containing the wire
until freed of its grip. Anyone caught by a tangle wire
can make a DC 20 Escape Artist check to escape or a DC
15 Strength check to pull away. A caught creature with a
slashing weapon can free himself as a full-round action.
As long as the creature is willing to take the damage from
the wire he can act normally while caught. Author: Jesse
Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Tongueloose: When ingested—usually dissolved in a
drink or sprinkled over a meal—a vial of this powder
induces a lethargic state for 1d3 hours, during which the
subject is highly susceptible to suggestion. A successful
DC 14 Fortitude save negates this effect. Anyone
interacting with someone who has failed the save against
a dose of tongueloose receives a +4 circumstance bonus
on Bluff, Diplomacy, and Intimidate checks against
that person. Author: Eric Cagle & Evan Michael Jackson.
Source: #316.

Traveler’s Solace: This fiery, unpleasant liquid allows
the user to temporarily circumvent the effects of fatigue
and exhaustion for a short time. Fatigued or exhausted
characters who drink a vial of traveler’s solace can run and
charge normally. Fatigued characters under the effects
of traveler's solace take no penalties to their Strength
or Dexterity. Exhausted characters take a —4 penalty to
both ability scores (instead of the usual -6 penalty). The
beneficial effects of traveler's solace last for 1d4 hours, but
the aftereffects last much longer. Exhausted characters
who use traveler's solace to lessen the effects of exhaustion
require a full 8 hours of rest before they become fatigued.
Fatigued characters who use traveler’s solace require at
least 8 hours of bed rest before they become fully rested.
A vial of traveler’s solace has no effect if another has been
taken within the past 8 hours. Author: Jesse Decker and
Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Truth Wine: This sweet white wine of elven origin
loosens the tongue more effectively than other alcohol-
based drinks. In addition to suffering the wine’s
normal intoxicating effects, a character who drinks
truth wine must make a DC 15 Will save to tell a lie. The
wine’s effects are short-lived, lasting only 10 rounds -1
round per point of the drinker’s Constitution bonus.
(For example, a character with a +2 Constitution
bonus would suffer truth wine’s effects foﬁ%’g’bunds.)
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Creatures must drink at least 1 glass (8 oz.) of truth
wine to suffer its effects.

Elves are unaffected by truth wine. Author: Jesse
Decker and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Vapors of Sleep: When applied to a cloth and held
over the nose and mouth (or other breathing orifices),
this liquid forces the target to make a DC 13 Fortitude
save or fall asleep, as if affected by a sleep spell, for 1d4
hours. The attacker must successfully grapple the target
in order to use the vapors of sleep on her. A vial of the
liquid can also be thrown as a grenadelike weapon. It
does not cause the target creature to fall asleep, but the
creature must make a DC 13 Fortitude save on a direct
hit or take a—1 penalty on all actions for 1d4 rounds due
to drowsiness and disorientation. Author: Jesse Decker
and Stephen Kenson. Source: #280.

Magic Items

This section presents a variety of new magic items. It is
arranged in the same order as the DUNGEON MASTER's
Guide, although rods and staffs are combined into one
table and section.

TABLE 5—-4: SPECIFIC ARMORS

ARMOR PricE

Drachensgaard 11,000 gp
Arboreal armor 16,000 gp
Humillianthir 21,000 gp
Praesidium Luminata 24,000 gp
Hellshield 25,000 gp
Truedeath 26,000 gp
Shield of ebstruction 27,403 gp
Armor of the long journey 39,650 gp
Spellcease 40,000 gp
Breastplate of righteous endeavors 61,600 gp

SPECIFIC ARMORS
The following specific suits of armor usually are
preconstructed with exactly the qualities described here.

Arboreal Armor: Druids created arboreal armor for
their ranger allies so they might better defend the wilds
against despoilers.

Arboreal armor appears as plates of bark held together
by vines and covered with patches of moss. The armor
has an earthy smell, and it is favored by wood elves, who
find it especially suited to their naturalistic taste.

Arboreal armor functions as a set of +2 leather
armor. Its appearance gives the wearer a +4 bonus on
Hide checks made in forested settings. The armor
automatically regenerates damage dealt to it at the
rate of 1 hit point per hour. The wearer can cast
entangle three times per day, and the armor itself
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Hellshield Armor

casts goodberry every morning at dawn, growing five
berries from its own form.

Faint abjuration; CL sth; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, entangle, goodberry; Price 16,000 gp; Weight 15 1b.
Author: Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Armor of the Long Journey: A suit of armor of the long
Jjourney is made from a mundane-looking steel alloy
bearing no special marks or runes. While the armor
appears bulky, a closer inspection reveals that it is
actually as light as a chain shirt.

Armor of the long journey protects its wearer as a suit of
+2 full plate armor of cold resistance. The suit, however, is
so light that its owner can move at his normal base land
speed rather than the reduced land speed caused by
normal full plate. The armor of the long journey also aids
its wearer in carrying great loads. While wearing this
armor, the owner treats all medium loads as light loads,
and all heavy loads as medium loads. Furthermore, the
wearer of armor of the long journey never suffers from the
effects of fatigue caused by traveling. Combat and other
conditions (such as swimming, raging, and certain
spells) fatigue the wearer normally.

Moderate abjuration; CL 6th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, bear’s endurance, resist enerqy; Price 39,650 gp;
Weight 25 1b. Author: Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Breastplate of Righteous Endeavors: Legend has it
that the breastplate of righteous endeavors was forged in
the bowels of the earth by a dwarven metalworker,
Furg Ironbrow. It is said that Heironeous himself
visited the old smith and warned him that an ancient
evil would arise from the heart of the abandoned
dark elf city of Liznoberrev. Heironeous granted
Ironbrow an oil from another realm of existence,
blgssed the dwarf with an unceasing vitality, and

.

Truedeath Armor
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Drachensgaard Armor

removed his need for rest. Heironeous instructed
Ironbrow to forge as many breastplates as he could
within a three-month period, anoint the armor with
the ethereal-based oil, and sprinkle each chest plate
with the blood of seven specific dwarves whose piety
impressed him greatly.

When the foretold day of evil arrived, the dwarves
were ready. As hordes of drow vampires surrounded
the underground dwarven complex, legions of its
bravest soldiers teleported into their midst. It was the
breastplate of righteous endeavors that won the battle, a feat
that history has not forgotten.

Each breastplate of righteous endeavors is a +3 breastplate.
All are marked with Heironeous'’s holy symbol—a large
white hand gripping a surging lightning bolt. Only lawful
good characters can use the breastplate’s other powers; to
all others it functions simply as a +3 breastplate.

For lawful good characters, the armor absorbs the
first 10 points of damage per round due to damage
from negative energy the wearer would normally take
(similar to the resist energy spell). In addition, the wearer
can use the armor to cast bless, invisibility to undead, and
protection from evil three times per day, and holy smite
once per day as a 1oth-level caster.

Moderate evocation; CL 1oth level; Craft Magic
Arms and Armor, bless, holy smite, invisibility to undead,
protection from evil, resist elements, creator must be lawful
good; Price 61,600 gp; Weight 30 Ib. Author: Joseph R.
Terrazzino. Source: $288.

Drachensgaard: Drachensgaard has often been worn
by paladins who devoted their lives to the destruction
of evil dragons. It was created by the wizard Thurgas
“Dragondoom” Dorrn for his companion and fellow
dragonslayer, Justinian Graevis. Since Justinian'sdeath

o
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Hulillianthir Armor

at the claws of an ancient red dragon, Drachensgaard
has been passed down to various paladins of his order,
but the armor works perfectly well for any paladin.

Drachensgaard is a suit of +1 full plate enhanced to
provide the following additional powers to paladins:

« A +2 resistance bonus against dragons’ breath

weapons that allow a Reflex save.

+ Allows the wearer to understand and speak
Draconic while worn.

+ When the wearer utters a command word, crampons
project from the boots of the armor to aid the wearer
in climbing the rocky cliffs and icy mountains where
many dragons lair. The magic crampons grant the
paladin a +2 competence bonus on his Climb skill
checks.

Moderate divination; CL 6th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, endure elements, tongues; Price 11,000; Weight 50
1b. Author: Johnathan M. Richards. Source: #275.

Hellshield: Hellshield was crafted by the wizard Armadane
for the paladin Cornelius Borugon, a devout follower of
Heironeous who dedicated his life to the destruction of
fiends. Cornelius was slain by the blade of a beautiful
assassin in the service of a demon lord; while he readily
saw the evils of the demonic and diabolic races he often
turned a blind eye to the evil members of his own race.

Hellshield is a suit of +3 full plate crafted to allow a paladin
to bring the war against fiends to their home ground.

Hellshield provides its wearer with the ability to exist
unharmed in extreme environments. A paladin so
outfitted is granted fire and cold resistance 25.

The wearer gains a +4 insight bonus on Sense Motive
checks versus evil outsiders. This power allows the
paladin to better ignore the glib lies, silkcnﬁé@imtions,

L ]
'y

e

Spellcease Armor

Praesidium Illuminata Armor

and false promises of the evil creatures he has been sent
to destroy.

Moderate abjuration; CL oth; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, detect thoughts, protection from energy; Price
25,000; Weight 5o 1b. Author: Johnathan M. Richards.
Source: $#27s.

Humillianthir: Because of the strong ties between a
paladinand hisbonded mount, a special type of armor was
developed for both. Collectively known as Humillianthir
(“The Armor-Bond between Horse and Master” in Elven),
it consists of a suit of armor for the paladin and a set of
barding for the mount. The barding has a saddle built
into its design. Both pieces were created at the same
time by the elven sorceress Aelleanna for her brother, the
paladin Caldeth, and his warhorse, Silverhooves.

Humillianthir is a suit of +3 leather armor for the rider and
+3 leather barding for the mount. Once a paladin equips his
special mount with this barding, it appears on the mount
whenever he summons it.

As a move action the paladin can greater teleport onto
his mount with the following restrictions:

» The paladin must be within 500 feet of his mount.

+ The teleportation occurs only if both horse and

rider are wearing their armor.

« The mount cannot be carrying someone else in

the saddle.

The greater teleport power functions only for a paladin
and his special mount, buta normal mount ornonpaladin
can still gain the benefit of the armor’s protection.

If either the paladin’s armor or the mount’s barding
is destroyed, the remaining half of the set loses its
greater teleport power (although it still functions as
+3 leather armor or +3 leather barding). Damaged or
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destroyed Humillianthir armor or barding cannot
be replaced with a new complimentary piece; a
completely new set of both barding and armor must
be fashioned.

Because of'its light weight, Humillianthir can be placed
upon any Large aerial steed such as a pegasus, griffon,
or hippogriff.

Strong conjuration; CL 13th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, greater teleport; Price 21,000; Weight 15 1b. Author:
Johnathan M. Richards. Source: #275.

Praesidium Luminata: The Praesidium Luminata
was crafted by the wizard Bombulio for the paladin
Shiornna Ravenstorm after she saved his life and his
tower from a magical assault by the forces of Hextor.

This suit of +1 full plate glows with a holy light when
worn by a paladin. This light is a manifestation of the
purity and goodness inherent in the paladin and her
deity. It provides illumination as bright as daylight
within a 30-foot radius and has the following additional
magical effects:

+ All good-aligned creatures within 30 feet of
the paladin gain a +1 morale bonus on their
attack rolls.

+ All evil-aligned beings within 30 feet of the paladin
take a—1 penalty on their attack rolls.

« Creatures with the light sensitivity special quality
suffer the drawbacks of that ability while within
the radius of illumination.

+ The light reveals all invisible creatures within 30
feet of the paladin. Such creatures become visible
to anyone, not just the paladin.

+ The light reveals all forms of magical shapeshifting
by superimposing an image, visible to anyone, of
the shapeshifting creature’s original form over its
current guise. While the creature is within 30 feet
of the paladin both its original and current form
are visible in a kind of double image. This double
image vanishes once the creature attacks or is
attacked by someone within the light's range. Note
that the power of the armor’s light does not force
a physical change in the shapeshifter; it merely
allows everyone to see the creature as it really is.
Furthermore, as soon as the creature exits the
radius of illumination, the image of it's original
form vanishes.

In addition, the armor is easier to don. By placing
the helm upon her head and invoking the name of
Heironeous while mentally willing the action, the
paladin can teleport the rest of Praesidium Luminata
onto her body as a free action. The teleporting power
can only be used if the armor is within 10 feet of the
paladin. Summoning the armor is a standard action.

A non-paladin wearing Praesidium Luminata cannot
activate any of its magical powers, although the armor
| functions as +1 full plate.
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TABLE 5-5: SPECIFIC WEAPONS

SpeciFic WEAPON Cost

Bolt of discord 3,250 gp
Quiet dagger, apprentice 10,800 gp
Staff of the crushing breeze 18,000 gp
Quiet dagger, journeyman 25,300 gp
Hand of the creator 48,502 gp
Thornblade 56,450 gp
Quiet dagger, master 59,300 gp
Sai of the hornet 72,300 gp
Eagles’ cry bow 73,800 gp
Barthon'’s delving doves 78,000 gp
Deitus daggers 88.302 gp
Lash of torment 98,325 gp
Heart tracker 110,500 gp
Quarterstaff of law 278,300 gp

Moderate conjuration; CL gth; Craft Magic Arms ﬁ‘ L

and Armor, bless, daylight, greater teleport, prayer, true
seeing; Price 24,000; Weight 50 1b. Author: Johnathan M.
Richards. Source: #275.

Shield of Obstruction: The elven war masters of
ancient times commissioned a number of magic arms
and vestments forged by the greatest smiths of the era.
The generals who led the great elven hosts used these
weapons and armors to reward their loyal commanders
as well as their most valiant warriors. Today, few of
these items remain; the hardy shield of obstruction is one
of them.

Shields of obstruction are most commonly shaped into
the form of pointed-edged leaves. Along with countless
battle scars, each is covered with intricate carvings of
vines that bristle with protruding thorns. This tangled
motif often circles the ancient insignia of the elven
house the shield’s original owner served.

A shield of obstruction is a spiked +3 light wooden shield
that can grow a wall of thorns, as per the spell, once
per day. This wall of thorns is go feet long and 10 feet
thick and lasts go minutes. It must be created in a
straight line and is not shapeable by the wielder.

Moderate transmutation; CL gth; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, wall of thorns; Price 27,403 gp; Weight g Ib.
Author: Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Spellcease: This armor is an invaluable tool in the fight
against evil spellcasters. Spellcease was created by Volifume
Phormeidul, a wizard long associated with various paladin
orders. Mounted into the chestpiece of the armor in a “V”
pattern are five ellipsoid gemstones. Each gem is a deep
purple and glows with an internal power of its own.

Spellcease is a suit of +1 full plate that automatically
absorbs (1d4+2) x 10 spell levels of spells with the evil
descriptor or from the school of necromancy.

When the armor absorbs its full limit of spell levels,
the five stones burn out and the armor is unable to
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absorb further evil magic (although it remains +1 full
plate). Volifume was able to “recharge” the spellcease
armor by replacing the stones—unfortunately, that
process was lost when the wizard died. If he left any
notes detailing the process they have yet to be found.

A paladin wearing spellcease can cast holy sword once
per day.

Strong abjuration; CL 13th; Craft Magic arms and
Armor, Craft Wondrous Item, greater spell immunity,
holy sword, creator must be 1sth-level paladin; Price
40,000; Weight 50 lb. Author: Johnathan M. Richards.
Source: #275.

Truedeath: This armor was designed for Sir Michael
Pellingrove of Battlebarrow—a paladin dedicated to
the destruction of all forms of undead—by the wizard
Vhandal Deathsbane, who shared his calling.

The name truedeath refers to laying to rest of the
tortured souls that have become undead, many against
their will. Sir Michael Pellingrove had compassion
for those unfortunates who had entered such a state
unwillingly. For those like the lich—who meticulously
planned and orchestrated their own undeath—he had
nothing but the edge of his blade and the burning
power of his god’s fury.

A set of +1 full plate, truedeath has the symbol of Sir
Michael’s order sculpted on the chest plate. When worn,
the armor’s symbol glows in the presence of undead,
alerting the paladin when such a creature is within
6o feet. The paladin can use the symbol to aid his
turn undead checks. A paladin using this power turns
undead as a cleric of two levels lower instead of the
normal three.

Truedeath was magically bonded to a font of holy
water at Sir Michael’s church. As long as the font
remains filled, any corporeal undead creature coming
in contact with the magic armor is affected as if doused
with holy water: The undead creature takes 2d4 points
of damage. When this occurs, the holy water in the font
at the church boils and bubbles. After 1d4+4 such uses,
the holy water must be replenished in the font or this
power stops functioning and remains dormant until
the font is refilled.

The wearer of truedeath is immune to magical aging
effects from undead attacks.

Because each of the various paladin orders have
different symbols, truedeath is fully useful only to a
member of the order for which it was made. The undead
detection ability works only for an active believer of the
order’s faith, so a cleric from the same faith can wear it
and use all of the armor’s benefits (including turning at
one level higher than normal), but a fighter from another
faith (even a different lawful good religion) or a paladin
of a different deity gains only the protection from the
magical aging powers of undead and the caustic holy
water effect for as long as the font stays filled. The DM
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should determine the specific paladin order to which the
armor belongs.

Faint divination; CL sth; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, bless water, detect undead; Price 26,000; Weight 50
Ib. Author: Johnathan M. Richards. Source: #275.

TABLE 5-6: WEAPON SPECIAL ABILITY

SPECIAL ABILITY CosT
Suppressing +5

WEAPON SPECIAL ABILITY

Most magic weapons only have enhancement bonuses.
Such items can also have the following special ability.
A weapon with a special ability must have at least a +1
enhancement bonus.

Suppressing: A creature damaged by a suppressing
weapon must make a DC 22 Will save or lose the benefits
of its spell resistance for 1 round. The target’s spell
resistance returns to normal on the following round.

Strong abjuration; CL 1sth; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, antimagic field; Price +5 bonus. Author: Chris
Thomasson. Source: #306.

SPecIFIC WEAPONS
Thefollowingspecificweaponsusuallyare preconstructed
with exactly the qualities described here.

Barthon's Delving Doves: Each delvingdoveisa +2 undead
bane arrow. In addition, a delving dove is exceptionally good
at hitting foes behind cover. When fired at a foe behind
cover, a delving dove grants an additional +2 bonus on
that ranged attack roll. A creature damaged by a delving
dovemust make a DC 15 Will save or lose its resistances to
cold and electricity for 2d4 rounds. Creatures immune to
cold and electricity are not affected.

Unlike most magic ammunition, a delving dove
is not destroyed after hitting or missing its target.
Instead, it appears to transform into a dove and flies
back to it owner’s quiver or hand to be usable on the
following round.

Moderate transmutation; CL 1oth; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, summon monster I, telekinesis; Price 78,000 gp;
Cost 39,000 gp + 3,120 XP; Weight —. Author: Joseph R.
Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Bolt of Discord: Delighting in sowing chaos among
their enemies, the drow have created weapons that
disrupt and confuse, thereby prolonging the conflict. A
bolt of discord is a +1 crossbow bolt covered in bizarre sigils
that seem to move on their own accord. Upon impact,
the bolt releases a confusion spell with a 15-foot radius,
as if cast by a 13th-level wizard (DC 16 Will save negates).
In addition, if a creature is directly struck by the bolt
of discord it is affected by an insanity spell as if cast by a
13th-level wizard (DC 20Will save negates).
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Strong enchantment; CL 13th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, confusion, insanity; Price 3250 gp; Cost 1625 gp +
130 XP; Weight —. Author: Eric
Cagle. Source: #208.

Deitus Daggers: Each deitus
dagger is a +2 holy dagger that on
command can be used to cast righteous
might and searing light once each per
day. These spells are cast as though by
a1oth-level caster.

A deitus dagger can end the
control a master vampire
has over its spawn and other
vampires. When a vampire is
struck by a deitus dagger its
master vampire must make
a DC 15 Will save. Failure
indicates that the master
vampire has lost control of its
slave, which is now free to act
as it wills. The master vampire
can never regain the control it
once had.

Whenever a successful
attack against a vampire or
vampire spawn made with a
deitus dagger comes up as a
natural 19 or 20 the vampire
or vampire spawn must make
aDC 20 Will save or be destroyed.

Strong transmutation; CL 17th; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, holy smite, protection from evil, righteous might,
searing light, creator must be good; Price 88302 gp;
Weight 1 Ib. Author: Joseph R. Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Eagles’ Cry Bow: Powerful creations of Corellon
Larethian and sacred relics of the elven people, eagles’
cry bows are potent weapons. Their power as a symbol
to elves exceeds their worth on the battlefield. Elves
dutifully protect the secrets of creating eagles’ cry
bows, and they ruthlessly hunt down any non-elf who
steals one. If a non-elf comes into possession of one
through honorable means, the hunters deal with the
erstwhile owner in a more diplomatic manner. Elves
grimly but earnestly spread the rumor that a thief
might find a quicker and less painful death at the
claws of an angry dragon than from elves hunting for
a stolen eagles’ cry bow.

A work of art, an eagles’ cry bow is covered in beautiful
woodcarvings depicting scenes from elven history.
A mithral bowtip caps each arm of the bow, while
rich leather covers its grip, and two eagle feathers are
interwoven with the string and tied in place with fine
mithril wire.

An eagles’ cry bow is a +5 composite longbow (+4 Strength
bonus) with double the range increment of a normal
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composite longbow (220 feet) and a maximum range of

twenty range increments (each range increment beyond
the first still incurs the normal —2 penalty). Whenever a
user fires an eagles’ cry bow it lets out a cry similar to that
of an eagle, thus giving the bow its name. All
elves within 30 feet of the bow who can hear
it are affected as if by a 15th-level bard’s
inspire courage ability (granting a +3
morale bonus on saving throws against
charm and fear effects and on attack and
weapon damage rolls) for that round
and for the following 5 rounds.
Strong transmutation; CL 15th; Craft

Magic Arms and Armor, Far Shot, true
strike, creator must be an elf; Price
73,800 gp; Weight 3 1b. Author:

Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Hand of the Creaton:
Clerics of Corellon Larethian
dedicate their lives to the
protection of the elven people and their ancient culture.
Those who prove themselves worthy champions of their
faith sometimes receive a special blade dubbed the hand
of the creator. This intricately designed punching dagger
is fashioned from mithral. Its handle is covered with
strands of dark blue leather strips, and its silvery
blade is marked with tiny elven runes.

The hand of the creator works as a +1
keen punching dagger that deals an extra
1d4 points of damage when wielded

by an elf or half-elf. When used by

a character with elven blood,
the hand of the creator bestows
the Curse of the Creator on any
creature without elven blood it
strikes. The non-elf foe can make a DC 14 Will save
to resist the curse. The Curse of the Creator surrounds
the creature in a permanent faerie fire effect and causes
the target to be permanently shaken. (A shaken creature
takes a —2 penalty on attack rolls, saving throws, skill
checks, and ability checks.)) The hand of the creator's
wielder can remove the curse as a standard action. The
spells break enchantment, limited wish, miracle, remove curse,
and wish can also remove the curse.

Moderate abjuration; CL 7th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, bestow curse, faerie fire, keen edge, creator must
be elf or half-elf; Price 48,502 gp; Weight 1/2 1b. Author:
Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Heart Tracker: The original heart tracker was crafted by
the Iron Leaf; a clan of druids fighting to regain control
of Malteth Wood, a forest invaded by a vampire lord and
his minions. After its usefulness was proven, the druids
crafted many more and allied themselves with a nearby
community of wood elves who carried heart trackers into
battle with taunting smiles and proud declarations of
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vengeance. The vampire lord Virmiklar and his
kin were all but extinguished. Virmiklar alone
escaped, vowing to return.

In years following the incident in Malteth
Wood, the heart trackers lost their appeal and were
forgotten, for there were no more vampires to
fight. The wood elves migrated elsewhere,
and it is believed they took many of the
weapons with them. Legend has it that Lord
Virmiklar’s agents slowly recovered the
troublesome heart trackers and destroyed all
but a few. Some sages wonder whether this is
why the dread vampire has returned today.

Each heart tracker is a +1 repeating crosshow
of speed. Intelligent undead damaged by a bolt
fired from the heart tracker must make a DC
15 Will save or be held immobile, as per halt
undead. Non-intelligent undead receive no
save and are automatically held immobile.

Moderate transmutation; CL 1oth; Craft
Magic Arms and Armor, halt undead, haste;
Price 110,550 gp; Weight 4 Ib. Author: Joseph R.
Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Lash of Torment: This whip is embedded
with cruel spikes of iron and glass, effectively
making it a whip-dagger. (Whip daggers are exotic
weapons that cost 25 gp, deal 1d6 points of slashing
damage [1d4 Small], score a critical on a 19-20, and
weigh 3 pounds. They are identical to whips in all other
respects.) It is usually found in the possession of drow
slavers or torturers. In the hands of a non-drow, the lash
of torment acts merely as a +1 whip dagger. In addition,
every time a non-drow wielder misses on an attack roll,
the lash of torment curls back and strikes the wielder. This
curse has been placed on the weapon to prevent slaves
from taking it up against their masters. Some drow
slavers leave the lash of torment in a place where a slave
can find it, watching with delight as the slave suffers the
consequences of a missed strike.

In the hands of a drow, the lash of torment functions
as a +3 wounding whip dagger. On a critical hit, the lash
of torment also causes tremendous agony. The victim
suffers wracking pains, resulting in a —2 penalty to
Dexterity and a —4 penalty on all attack rolls, skill
checks, and ability checks. A DC 18 Fortitude save
negates this effect. Both effects last 1dio minutes, and
any additional hits from a lash of torment during this
time have no further effect on the victim beyond the
normal damage dealt.

Strong evocation; CL 1sth; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, Mordenkainen’s sword, symbol; Price 98,325; Weight
3 Ib. Author: Eric Cagle. Source: #298.

Quarterstaff of Law: This +2 lawful suppressing
quarterstaff is designed specifically for use by the most
powerful githzerai monks against the slaadi of Limbo
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and foes who attempt to invade their homes. While
wielding the weapon, the user of a quarterstaff of law
can cast order’s wrath once per day and detect chaos
at will. Suppressing is a new item quality described
on page 124.

Strong abjuration; CL 18th; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, antimagic field, detect chaos, order’s wrath,
creator must be lawful; Price 278,300 gp; Weight

4 1b. Author: Chris Thomasson. Source: #306.

Quiet Dagger: Quiet daggers come in three

forms: apprentice, journeyman, and master.

An apprentice acquires his dagger when he
takes his first level in the assassin prestige class.
He reaches the rank of journeyman at 5th level and
master at gth.

An apprentice’s quiet daqger is a +1 dagger that
grants its wielder a +5 competence bonus on Move
Silently checks when held.

A journeyman’s quiet daqger is a +2 dagger that
grants it wielder a +5 competence bonus on Move
Silently checks when held. It also functions as a lesser
silent metamagic rod.

A master's quiet dagger is a +3 daqger that grants its
wielder a +5 competence bonus on Move Silently
checks when held, functions as a lesser silent metamagic

rod, and grants its wielder SR 14.

Faint or moderate illusion; CL3rd (apprentice),

CL 6th (journeyman), CL oth (master); Craft
Magic Arms and Armor, dispel magic (master dagger
only), silence; Price 10,800 gp (apprentice), 25300 gp
(journeyman), 59300 gp (master); Weight 1 1b. Author:
Oliver Diaz and Robert J. Hahn. Source: #330.

Sai of the Hornet: Created for an order of monk
assassins dedicated to the destruction of all arcane
spellcasters, these magic weapons can make their
own unremitting assaults. It is said that countless
spellcasters and supernatural creatures have fallen to
the twirling blades of these animate weapons.

This finely wrought steel weapon is a +1 dancing
returning sai. However, the wielder of a sai of the hornet
can loose it to attack on its own. A sai of the hornet
functions as a dancing weapon except that it can also
make ranged attacks as though thrown by its wielder,
attacking any foe within 50 feet and taking penalties for
range normally, After commanded to attack a distant
foe, it returns to its owner per the returning property
and it continues to dance if dancing duration remains.

Strong transmutation; CL 1sth; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, shield or shield of faith, telekinesis; Price 72,300 gp;
Weight 1 1b. Author: Keith Strohm. Source: #325.

Staff of the Crushing Breeze: A staff of the crushing
breeze is the weapon of a warrior-philosopher. These
sturdy shoots of evergreen bamboo are ornately etched
with depictions of serene glades, lakes, and mountains,
as well as symbols meant to inspire peace. However, in
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stark contrast, the glistening metal of countless chains
covers much of their carved surfaces. While the silvery
chains hide much of the staff's masterfully crafted
surfaces, they protect the etchings from coming to
harm when used in battle.

Composed of a length of bamboo wrapped in a thin
mesh of mithral chains, the staff of the crushing breeze is a +2
quarterstaff that grants its wielder access to the Improved
Trip feat, even if she does not meet the prerequisites.

Moderate evocation; CL 6th; Craft Magic Arms and
Armor, gust of wind; Price 18,000 gp; Weight 4 1b. Author:
Keith Strohm. Source: $325.

Thornblade: Nature deities and powerful sylvan
creatures grant these potent weapons to great protectors
of nature. Many good and neutral fey view the possession
of a thornblade as evidence of skill and trustworthiness. A
thomblade bonds with its owner, and should its owner not
touch the weapon for 30 days, it withers away to nothing,
effectively destroying itself. A thornblade’s owner can grant
the sword as a gift to another creature, making that creature
the weapon’s new owner. Most owners of a thornblade are
careful to announce an heir for the sword while they yet
live. Those who don't make their wishes known are
usually buried with their weapons, which never
again allow other creatures to claim them,
causing them to wither away if stolen from
their owners’ graves.

A thornblade appears in its sheath
as a simple scimitar with a leather-
bound hilt. When drawn, a number
of barbed rosebush-like thorns
instantly spring from the flat of
its emerald-sheened blade. The
thorns sink back into the blade
when sheathed.

A thornblade is a +3 keen scimitar.
Up to three times per day, when its
wielder makes a successful attack with the
thornblade, he can choose to have the sword’s
thorns affect the target with bloodroot poison (see the
DUNGEON MASTER's Guide).

Moderate conjuration; CL gth; Craft Magic Arms
and Armor, poison; Price 56,450 gp; Weight 4 1b. Author:
Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

RINGS
Rings bestow magical powers upon their wearers.
Keeper’s Guide: Clerics of Osiris often place traps in
the tombs of dead nobles to protect their treasures and
bodies from grave robbers. Eventually, the clerics need
to return to these tombs to bury the next generation of
nobles and their belongings. Since the knowledge of the
exact location of every trap can be forgotten (and cannot
be written down for fear of theft), the clerics created the
tegher’s guide to help them. The keeper’s guide is a ring

. B

TABLE 5-7: RINGS

RinG CosTt

Evil eye 6,000 gp
Earth'’s grasp 10,000 gp
Keeper’s guide 24,000 gp
Scry detection 28,000 gp
Stalking 56,000 gp

made of solid turquoise with a single lapis lazuli stone
set in it. This ring grants the wearer the ability to find
traps as a rogue and a +3 insight bonus on all Search
checks to find traps.

Moderate divination; CL 6th; Forge Ring, find traps;
Price 24,000 gp; Weight —. Author: Kevin Hamilton.
Source: #325.

Ring of Earth’s Grasp: This ring enhances the wearer’s
grip with each hand. The wearer gains a +4 bonus on
Climb checks, grapple checks, checks to resist being
disarmed, and any other Strength-based checks for
which grip is a factor.

Moderate transmutation; CL1oth; Craft Wondrous
Item, bull’s strength; Price 10,000 gp; Weight —.
Author: Ari Marmell. Source: #314.

Ring of Secry Detection: This
unobtrusive gold ring is inscribed
with images of eyes on its interior
curves. The wearer of this ring

constantly benefits from the
detect scrying spell.

Moderate divination; CL
7th; Forge Ring, detect scrying;
Price 28,000 gp; Weight —.
Author: Johnathan Richards and

Matt Sernett. Source: #319.

Ring of the Evil Eye: A
ring of the evil eye is a cursed item that
appears to be a moist living eye set in a

large gold ring. This disturbing item provides

its wearer with a +6 bonus on Spot checks and a +2 bonus

on initiative rolls, and that appears to be the item’s only

function. Yet if the wearer is the target of a divination

(scrying) spell, he automatically fails any saving throw

to resist the spell and the spell automatically penetrates
the wearer’s spell resistance (if any).

A simple detect magic spell yields only a faint
transmutation aura on this item. An identify spell has
a 1% chance per caster level to reveal the item’s true
properties. Analyze dweomer automatically reveals the
ring’s true nature.

Moderate divination; CL 7th; Forge Ring, clairaudience/
clairvoyance, scrying; Price 6,000 gp; Weight —. Author:
Oliver Diaz and Robert J. Hahn. Source: #330.

Ring of Stalking: This delicate silver band has a
single black diamond set on its surface. To activate the
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ring, the wearer must speak a command word and then
the name of a creature known to the user into the stone.
If the wearer concentrates on the creature and holds
his hand aloft, the ring's gem glows when held in the
direction of the named creature. There is no limit to
the ring’s range except that the target must be on the
same plane as the wearer. When the wearer is within 120
feet of the target the ring glows continuously and grows
warm to the touch. At that point, the proximity of the
target is too close to reveal its exact direction. Changing
the ring’s target is a full-round action.

Strong divination; CL 13th; Forge Ring, greater
scrying, locate creature; Price 56,000 gp; Weight
—. Author: Johnathan Richards and Matt Sernett.
Source: #319.

RoDs AND STAFFS

Rods are scepterlike devices that have unique magical
powers and do no usually have charges. Anyone can
use a rod.

Staffs offer immense utility because they pack so
many capabilities into one item and they use the
wielder’s ability score and relevant feats to set the DC
for saves against their spells.

Briar Staff: Druids working to rid their home of savage
humanoid invaders created the first briar staffs. These
staffs have seen extensive use against orc raiding parties
and as a result have drawn the vengeful attention of at
least one orc deity. Anyone wielding a briar staff should
expect trouble from orcs in his future.

A briar staff is created from a single gnarled oak
bough. The staff bears a cluster of twisted twigs at its
top, which bud to life whenever its wielder uses one of
its powers.

Unlike other staffs, a briar staffcan regain spent charges.
This requires burying the staff1 foot deep within a forest
at least 1 square mile in size. For every 7 days it remains
buried and undisturbed, the staff regains 1 charge. The
briar staff allows the use of the following spells:

« Entangle (1 charge)

« Spike growth (1 charge)

« Wall of thorns (3 charges)

Strong transmutation; CL 12th; Craft Staff, entangle,
spike growth, wall of thorns; Price 139,500 gp; Weight 4 Ib.
Author: Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Deluge Rod: A reclusive ocean-dwelling druid calling
himself the Brine Lord created the first deluge rods.
After pirates slew the druid, they discovered a number
of these rods hidden in his island home. Deluge rods
have a dark reputation among arcane spellcasters and
the rods’ side-effects have made them unpopular with
all but the most power hungry.

Deluge rods appear as scepters of solid water
suspended in time, sometimes with tiny sea creatures
swimming within. The rods are undecorated, but a
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TABLE 5-8: RODS AND STAFFS

RoD/STAFF CosT

Rod of the wild 35,145 gp
Staff of earthen might 46,406 gp
Rod of deadly function 60,000 gp
Rod of revealing 60,000 gp
Deluge rod 93,180 gp
Briar staff 139,500 gp

cascade of miniature rainbows appears around them
when they are exposed to strong sunlight. During
quiet moments, these rods emit echoes of crashing
waves upon a rocky coast.

A deluge rod has a number of formidable powers, but it
extracts a price from its user. The bearer of a deluge rod can
never truly feel warm or dry, even in the hottest desert. As
a result, the wielder takes a —8 penalty on Fortitude saves
made to resist the effects of a cold environment and on
Constitution checks to resist drowning, but he gains a
+4 circumstance bonus on Fortitude saves to resist the
effects of heat and on Constitution checks to stave off
thirst. Sea elves and other aquatic races consider this
curse a boon when traveling on land.

A deluge rod has the properties of a +1 frost club with
the following powers.

Touch of the Brine Lord: As a free action, the rod’s
wielder can activate this ability, causing the rod to deal
an additional 2d6 points of cold damage when used as
a melee weapon. This effect lasts for 10 rounds once
activated, and can be used three times per day.

Breath of the Brine Lord: The rod sprays forth a cloud of
acidic mist, as the spell acid fog. This power can be used
once per day.

Will of the Brine Lord: The rod summons 1d4+1 Huge
fiendish sharks or 1 Huge water elemental, as the spell
summon monster VII, once per day.

Strong conjuration; CL 13th; Create Rod, acid fog,
summon monster VII; Price 93,180 gp; Weight 2 Ib.
Author: Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Rod of Deadly Function: A dark variation of the
rod of lordly might, this slim black rod has a series of
studs along its base. Its design is cruel and utilitarian,
like a torture device version of a traditional rod of
lordly might. The rod of deadly function has numerous
magical and mundane functions activated either by
concentrating or by pressing one of the studs along
the base

The following spell-like functions of the rod can each
be used once per day.

« Deep slumberupon touch, if the wielder so commands
(Will DC 14 negates). The wielder must choose to
use this power and then succeed on a melee touch
attack to activate the power. If the attack fails, the
effect is lost.
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Briar Staff

Rod of the Wild

Rod of Deadly
Rod of Revealing Dirscating
« True strike. who wish they could categorize everything as easily as day

« Deal 2d4 hit points of damage to an opponent on  and night. These highly valuable rods appear as simple
a successful touch attack (Will DC 17 halves) and  iron scepters carved with an open eye upon one end.
cure the wielder of a like amount of damage. The A rod of revealing suppresses all magic from the school
wielder must choose to use this power before of illusion as if it were within an antimagic field. This
attacking, as with deep slumber. If the attack fails, effect covers a 110-foot radius centered on the rod and

the effect is lost. is useable once per day. The rod can maintain this
The following weapon functions of the rod have no  illusion suppression field for 110 minutes (1 hour, 50
limit on the number of times they can be employed. minutes). While the rod affects an area, no new illusion
« In its normal form, the rod can be used as a +1  spells or effects can be cast or triggered. Any attempt to
light mace. cast such a spell in the area instantly fails and items with

» Pressing button 1 turns the rod into a +1 keen rapier. illusion effects (such as a ring of invisibility) simply fail to
» Pressing button 2 turns the rod into a +2 returning  function. A rod of revealing has no effect on nonillusion

throwing axe. spells and effects.
» Pressing button 3 causes a steel-chain whip to form Strong abjuration; CL 11th; Craft Rod, antimagic field,
that acts as a +3 whip dagqger. invisibility purge; Price 60,000 gp; Weight 5 1b. Author:

« Pressing button 4 causes the rod to extend various  Richard Farrese. Source: #328.
lockpicking tools which function as a set of masterwork Rod of the Wild: Primitive human barbarians and
lockpicks. The tools it creates include picks, files, some wood elf tribes favor these stout cudgels and
manual drills, spikes, levers, and wrenches. actively pursue rumors of their locations. A rod of the
Strong divination, enchantment, evocation, and  wild provides great prestige to a member of such a tribe
transmutation; CL 18th; Craft Rod, Craft Magic Arms and ~ who possesses it, and occasionally one finds its way into
Armor, deep slumber, true strike; Price 60,000 gp; Weight 5 the tomb of a particularly powerful or respected warrior
Ib. Author: Oliver Diaz and Robert J. Hahn. Source: #330. or chieftain.
Rod of Revealing: Cherished by all who face illusionists Rods of the wild appear as 3-foot-long oak cudgels
inBattle, rodsof revealing are especially prized among those  intricately carved with stylized representations of

3 . ‘ : -
F » - '-‘P

aps1pn) flaf ‘uasun[ SVPIN ‘UIHIAT DADD) “UBHIIAT VDD ‘WAl ‘van)) (1B og 1f31) &q papysnyr




the four animal aspects they bestow. As a rod ages,
the grain of its wood darkens until it achieves the
appearance of bog oak.

A rod of the wild functions as a +2 club that grants special
abilities based on four animal totems. Once per day, the
rod of the wild’s wielder can choose to take on certain
aspects of one of these four animals. The rod continues
to grant the special abilities of the chosen animal totem
as long as its wielder holds it. A rod of the wild only grants
its wielder the abilities of one totem animal at a time.

Bear: The wielder gains a +3 natural armor bonus
and a +4 enhancement bonus to his Strength. While
using this aspect the wielder adds 20 pounds to his
weight from increased bulk.

Hawk: The wielder gains a +2 competence bonus on
Search and Spot checks and can feather fall at will as a
spell-like ability. In this aspect, the wielder'’s eyes take
on a golden hue.

Mouse: The wielder gains a +4 competence bonus on
all Hide checks and can use reduce person on himself
at will. While in this aspect the wielder gains an
uncontrollable nose twitch. This twitch has no effect
other than for roleplaying purposes.

Salmon: The wielder gains a +4 competence bonus on
all Swim checks and can use water breathing once per day.
While in this form, the wielder’s skin takes on a slight
silvery sheen.

Moderate transmutation; CL oth; Craft Rod, bull’s
strength, feather fall, reduce person, water breathing; Price
35,145 gp; Weight 3 1b. Author: Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Staff of Earthen Might: This staffis carved from stone
and tipped with either a gem or an intricately sculpted
chunk of marble. It allows the use of the following spells:

« Soften earth and stone (1 charge)

« Stone shape (1 charge)

« Tremor (1 charges)

« Transmute mud to rock (2 charges)

« Transmute rock to mud (2 charges)

Moderate transmutation; CL 1oth;

Craft Wondrous Item, soften earth and
stone, stone shape, tremor, transmute
mud to rock, transmute rock to mud;
Price 46,406 gp; Weight 5 Ib.
Author: Ari Marmell. Source: #314.

WonbRrous ITEMS
This is a catch-all category for
anything that doesn't fall into
the other groups. Anyone can use
a wondrous item (unless specified
otherwise in the description).

Acorn of Acuity: These simply carved acorns
are powerful tools originally created by druids to help
their companions understand the glory of nature. Many
travelers find these items indispensable forlqééjhumeys

s
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in the wild. Rangers tend to favor acorns of acuity, as they
enhance their nature-oriented skills.

An acorn of acuity is a fist-sized wooden carving of
an acorn made from oak and polished smooth as if
from years of use. The first time a character holds an
acorn of acuity he feels a sudden rush of consciousness
as the item attunes to him.

A character who holds the acorn in one hand gains a
+5 competence bonus on all Survival skill checks. The
acorn of acuity’s owner can also speak with animals, as the
spell, once per day.

Faint divination; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item, speak
with animals; Price 4,120 gp; Weight —. Author: Kieran
Turley. Source: #326.

Alchemist’s Glass: An alchemist’s glass is a beaker
usually constructed of green or blue glass with
several small spouts near the bottom. Arcane writing
frequently covers the sides of the glass and sometimes
includes the command words required to use the glass
to its full potential.

Whenever the glass is filled with fluids, powders,
or leaves, it mixes them together evenly. This occurs
even if the materials in question normally don’t mix,
such as oil and water (although in this case the fluids
separate normally as soon as they leave the glass)
Infusions and teas can be made in a single round if
placed within the glass.

Additionally, each alchemist’s glass has two command
words associated with it. The first command word causes
the glass to break down any liquid or potion it contains
into its component parts. This effect immediately
destroys a potion but also reveals what ingredients
were used in the potion’s creation. This command also
removes the salt from seawater, separates poisons from
any liquids they're mixed with, and is sometimes used
to check the purity of fresh water.

The second command word causes separated
materials to pour from the bottom of the glass, each
from a different spout. This can be helpful when

identifying unusual ingredients or when trying
to purify a potable liquid.

If there are more components than
spouts, as many components as possible
drain out. When the second command
word is spoken again, another round
of components pours from the spouts.

The second command word can be used

repeatedly until all of the components

have been separated.
Faint divination; CL 3rd; Brew
Potion, Craft Wondrous Item, detect poison,
purify food and drink; Price 1,800 gp; Weight

2 Ib. Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Amulet of Astral Projection: This silvery, prismatic

pendant hangs from a fine chain of adamantine. When
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TABLE 5-9: WONDROUS ITEMS

WoNDROUS ITEMS Cost
Scarab charm 300 gp
Snake charmer 1,000 gp
Amulet of deception 1,200 gp
Alchemist’s glass 1,800 gp
Belt of the camel 3,000 gp
Scorpion bracers 3,000 gp
Thespian’s mask 3,000 gp
Dwarven rune stein 3,300 gp
Requiem jar 3,300 gp
Deathglance locket 3,860 gp
Acorn of acuity 4,120 gp
Sand of Set 4,200 gp
Circlet of convocation 4,775 gp
Ventriloquist's mouthpiece 6,000 gp
Autonomous harp 6,250 gp
Bardic cup 6,500 gp
Shell of amplification 7,000 gp
Silver collars of Adentrius 7,250 gp
Caine's flagon of shadows 8,000 gp
Tiara of Bast 8,000 gp
Vampiric goblet 8,100 gp
War mug of the ogre magi 8,315 gp
Zhen'hra'’s tools 8,640 gp
Rose of kings 10,000 gp
Sylvan cloak 11,500 gp
Gauntlets of heartfelt blows 12,000 gp
Goggles of scrutiny 12,000 gp
Eye of Horus 13,200 gp
Bands of the iron monkey 15,000 gp

the command word is spoken, the amulet projects its
wearer and up to eight other willing creatures of the
wearer's choice onto the Astral Plane as if with an astral
projection spell. Using this item takes its toll, however.
Upon returning from a trip to the Astral Plane made
with the amulet, the user must make a successful DC
23 Will save or take 2d6 points of Intelligence damage.
(Creatures that accompanied the wearer on the trip are
safe from this effect.)

Strong necromancy; CL 17th; Craft Wondrous Item,
astral projection; Price 320,320 gp; Weight —. Author:
Chris Thomasson. Source: #306.

Amulet of Deception: Amulets of deception are used
to confuse those who might scry upon their wearers.
Each amulet of deception is a 1-inch-wide, 2-inch-tall
gold locket on a thin chain of golden links. The amulet
is often oval- or heart-shaped and opens up to reveal
a tiny portrait, such as one might keep of a lover or
spouse. However, the image that appears in the locket is
also the one that appears in place of the wearer if she is
ever scried upon or in the area of a scrying effect while
wearing the amulet of deception. The amulet also grants

A
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WoNDROUS ITEMS CosTt
Scout googles 15,000 gp
Boots of the woodland 16,000 gp
Girdle of hate 16,000 gp
Spy glass 16,000 gp
Cloak of the desert 18,000 gp
Quiver of plenty 18,000 gp
Holy bone shackles 19,500 gp
Clay of sculpting 20,000 gp
Chalice of true seeing 21,600 gp
Mask of the reaper 30,000 gp
Carrion gauntlet 32,300 gp
Coffin clamps of Aziell Moonchild 37,760 gp
Spider mask, brown recluse 37,840 gp
Cape of the general 38,000 gp
Golden beholder 38,000 gp
Mirror of captured images 40,000 gp
Robe of the burning serpent 40,000 gp
Chromatic flute 46,500 gp
River sandals 47,000 gp
Obi of the white lotus master 48,000 gp
Horn of the planes 55,000 gp
Spider mask, black widow 56,150 gp
loun stone, black and white ellipsoid 60,000 gp
Dragon'’s goblet 72,000 gp
Vestment of judgement 95,000 gp
Extradimensional anchor 112,000 gp
Spider mask, phase spider 115,440 gp
Sylvan cloak, greater 153,360 gp
Amulet of astral projection 320,320 gp

the wearer a +2 insight bonus on Intelligence checks to
notice a scrying sensor, but it does nothing to prevent
the scrying from continuing other than cloak the wearer
in the appearance depicted in the amulet. Many who
work in the shadows use these devices to prevent their
enemies from determining their true appearances.

Faint illusion; CL 5th; Craft Wondrous Item, disquise
self; Price 1,200 gp; Weight —. Author: Johnathan M.
Richards and Matthew Sernett. Source: #319.

Autonomous Harp: An autonomous harp is usually
made of wood plated with gold and stands on four
clawed legs. The masterwork harp is a construct
capable of movement and has statistics identical
to a Medium animated object made of wood.
Like a golem, it follows the commands of its creator
or those its creator designates. In addition to the
normal actions an animated object can take, the
autonomous harp can be commanded to play itself as a
free action (playing itself is also a free action for the
harp), providing a +2 circumstance bonus on Perform
checks made within 20 feet that would benefit from
musical accompaniment.
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SMACICATEMS .~



Moderate transmutation; CL 11th; Craft Wondrous
Item, Perform (strings) 5 ranks, animate objects; Price 6,250
gp; Weight 4o 1b. Author: S. Deniz Bucak. Source: #317.

Bands of the Iron Monkey: Inspired by the piety and
dedication of one of the monkey god’s most devout
servants, these bands are among the most
honored gifts bestowed by those in the deity’s
service. With the swiftness of the wind and the
strength of a savage animal, the forces incarnate
in these simple-looking bands combine to keep
their wearer from harm.

The bands of the iron monkey are simple leather
with six silver
medallions sewn along
the leather that covers
the outer forearm. This
item grants the wearer

armbands

a +2 bonus on initiative
rolls and grants her free
use of the Deflect
Arrows feat. Both
armbands must
be worn, and the
user must have at
least one hand free
to deflect projectiles. If the
wearer already has the Deflect
Arrows feat, bands of the iron monkey
allow the wearer to use the feat twice each round.

Faint abjuration; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item,
entropic shield; Price 15,000 gp; Weight 2 1b. Author: Keith
Strohm. Source: #325.

Bardic Cup: A bardic cup, sometimes known as a goblet
of song, is a finely crafted and valuable silver drinking
vessel. The bowl of each cup is adorned with small gems,
and the stem is molded into the form of four figures—
one cloaked figure carrying a dagger, one holding a staff,
one holding a skull, and one bearing a harp.

Whenever liquid is poured into a bardic cup, one or
more of the figures might sing. If the liquid is poisonous,
diseased, or foul, the skull face softly sings a mournful
dirge. If the liquid has healing properties, the figure with
a harp plays a bright ballad. If a magic liquid is placed in
the chalice, the figure with the staff sings a deep rhythmic
chant. If the liquid is cursed or inherently evil, the figure
with cloak and dagger whispers a lament.

If a liquid qualifies as more than one of these, all
appropriate figures sing in harmony. Thus a magic
healing potion poured into the cup causes both
the staff-bearing and harp-carrying figures to sing.
Bardic cups are often used by adventuring minstrels
to partially identify potions and fresh water or to test
drinks for poison without offending a host.

Faint divination; CL3rd; Brew Potion, Craft Wondrous
Item, detect evil, detect magic, detect poison, purify food and
' - . -
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drink; Price 6,500 gp; Weight 1 Ib. Author: Owen K.C.
Stephens. Source: #289.
Belt of the Camel: Made from woven camel hair and
blessed by clerics of Isis, the belt of the
camel defends travelers on long treks
across the desert. The belt protects
the wearer from extreme heat, as
per endure elements, but not cold. In
addition, the wearer never becomes
thirsty and never requires water
for nourishment, although the
need for food still exists. The
belt must be worn for 24 hours
before its powers take effect.
Faint abjuration; CL 1st; Craft
Item, create water,
endure elements; Price 3,000
gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: Kevin
Hamilton. Source: #325.
Boots of the Woodland:

These enchanted calf-high boots

are fashioned from soft leather or

suede with thick soles made from

spongy hide. The boots, which

come in all manners of style, only
have one distinctive and uniting
feature in the form of a rune engraved
upon each sole, forming a crude “X.”

Boots of the woodland bestow great speed and agility
upon their owner while traveling in woodlands. In any
forest environment (which includes sparse woods and
tree-covered hills or mountains) the wearer of a pair of
boots of the woodland is protected as though under the
permanent effect of an endure elements spell, adds 10 feet to
his base land speed, gains a +4 insight bonus on all Reflex
saves, and benefits from a +10 competence bonus on all
Move Silently checks. Both boots must be worn in a forest
environment for 24 hours for their magic to take effect.

Faint abjuration; CL sth; Craft Wondrous Item, cat’s
grace, endure elements, expeditious retreat; Price 16,000 gp;
Weight 1 1b. Author: Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Caine’s Flagons of Shadows: Only eight of these
magic drinking vessels are believed to have been made
by the shadow sorcerer Caine before he mysteriously
disappeared. Each flagon appears to be made of black
wood intricately carved with strange fluid patterns
and cloaked figures. Despite its appearance, a flagon of
shadows weighs as much as an iron stein of the same
size. Flagons of shadows are always cool to the touch
and never cast shadows themselves.

Each flagon has a command word carved onto its
bottom. Most of these are not recorded anywhere else,
but it is known that “makareem” is one of them.

Fives times per day, a flagon of shadows can be filled
with liquid and the command word spoken, turning the

Wondrous
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liquid into liquid shadow. If left in the flagon, the liquid
shadow lasts 10 rounds before evaporating.

The liquid shadow can be poured on the ground, in
which case it creates a 20-foot radius sphere of darkness
like the darkness spell as though cast by a 2nd-level caster.

Additionally, the liquid shadow can be imbibed. The
imbiber adds +2 to the DC of his illusion (shadow) spells
for 3 hours.

Faint evocation; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item, Spell
Focus (illusion), darkness; Price 8,000 gp; Weight 1 Ib.
Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Cape of the General: Savage orc and goblin tribes
universally feared the mighty elven armies of ancient
times, but the elves’ celebrated victories were in great
part due to the cunning and charismatic generals who
led them in battle. In those legendary days, the leader
of each elven host wore a cape made out of glistening
night-blue silk with myriad silver runes imprinted
around the collar. This garment served to display the
officer’s rank, but was also magically endowed to help
him in his duties. Most of these cloaks went to the grave
with the generals who wore them, but fortunate tomb
robbers occasionally stumble upon a cape of the general.
In modern elven society, very few of these garments
remain, but some are still handed down from one
generation to the next.

A cape of the general functions as a +2 cloak of
resistance and also provides a +2 enhancement bonus
to the wearer’s Charisma and Intelligence scores.
When worn by a character with elven blood, the item
grants a +4 morale bonus on saving throws made
against fear effects to all elven-blooded allies within
a3o-foot radius.

Faint abjuration and transmutation; CL sth; Craft
Wondrous Item, eagle’s splendor, fox’s cunning, remove fear,
creator must be elf or half-elf; Price 38,000 gp; Weight 1
Ib. Author: Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Carrion Gauntlet: The hinged and jointed pieces of
the carrion gauntlet are made from bits of bone, carapace
shards, and the dried flesh of various creatures. Created
by evil clerics in an attempt to harness the power of
undeath, the gauntlet constantly thirsts for life force. The
wearer of this +1 gauntlet can use it to cast vampiric touch at
will as a sth-level caster.

Moderate necromancy; CL sth; Craft Wondrous Item,
vampiric touch; Price 32,300 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: Kevin
Hamilton. Source: #325.

Chalice of True Seeing: These unusual items
always appear to be dented, scratched, and tarnished
goblets of little value. This appearance is an illusion to
conceal the chalice’s true form of valuable inlaid gold
studded with precious gems. In its true appearance, a
chalice of true seeing is always constructed of materials
worth at least 2,000 gp. All of these chalices have command
Wards engraved on them, usually on the bottom.

When the command word is spoken, the chalice fills
with a thick, rose-red syrup. This can be done once per
day. Anyone drinking the sweet syrup gains true seeing, as
the spell. The syrup loses its magical properties if it is
removed from the chalice before it is consumed, and all
of the syrup must be drunk by a single individual for the
true seeing effect to function.

Moderate divination; CL 1oth; Craft Wondrous Item,
true seeing; Price 21,600 gp; Weight 1 Ib. Author: Owen
K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Chromatic Flute: For some people, music just
isn't enough. They need something to look at or a
performance doesn't hold their attention. To reach these
people, a bard can hire a troupe of dancers or she can
find a chromatic flute. These masterwork flutes are usually
crafted from a precious metal, such as gold or platinum,
and inscribed with arcane runes. When played, illusory
abstract images form behind the bard, flowing from

shape to shape and changing color in response to a

performance. The visual accompaniment provides a
+2 circumstance bonus on Perform checks made with
the flute. Additionally, as a standard action, the player
of the flute can attempt to use it to cast illusion spells.
The instrument’s player must make a Perform check
to make the flute cast the spell, DC 10 for a silent image,
DC 15 for a minor image, and DC 20 for a major image.
The Perform check to make the flute create an illusion
does not benefit from the +2 circumstance bonus on
Perform checks.

Moderate illusion; CL 7th; Craft Wondrous Item,
major image, minor image, silent image; Price 46,500 gp;
Weight 1 1b. Author: S. Deniz Bucak. Source: #317.

Circlet of Convocation: Some people really don't
like being scried upon. For these individuals, the circlet
of convocation gets the point across. This silver circlet
contains five green gems, each sparkling with radiance
from within.

The circlet of convocation provides a +5 insight bonus
on the wearer’s Intelligence check to notice a scrying
sensor. If the wearer notices a scrying sensor, he may use
the circlet of convocation as a standard action to instantly
appear in a random open square adjacent to the scrying
creature, This travel is a flawless teleportation that can
even cross the boundaries of planes. Each time the
circlet of convocation is used to transport the wearer to a
scrying creature, one of the five gemstones “burns out.”
In effect, the circlet of convocation is a five-charge magic
item with each such use expending one charge. If no
open adjacent square exists, the teleportation attempt
simply fails and a gem is not burnt out.

Even after all five charges have been used, the circlet
continues to provide its +5 insight bonus on detecting
scTying sensors.

Using the power of the circlet has its disadvantages. The
circlet does not grant any information about the scrying
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creature or guarantee the safety of the environment that
is the wearer’s destination.

Strong conjuration; CL 13th; Craft Wondrous Item,
detect scrying, greater teleport, planeshift; Price 4,775
gp; Weight —. Author: Johnathan M. Richards and
Matthew Sernett. Source: #319.

Clay of Sculpting: Upon command, this fist-sized
lump of gray clay can be stretched and molded into
an object of any size up to Medium. The clay follows
the vision of the user, helping the user mold it into a
perfect likeness of the object the user desires to create.
The sculpting of the object takes 1 full round plus 1
full round per each size category the desired object is
larger than Tiny. Interruptions in this process leave the
clay at the point it was left; with use of the command
word, the process can be continued or the user can
chose to begin the process anew. When the sculpting
is finished, the clay of sculpting turns into a solid stone
version of the object created. It remains in this form
until a second command word is spoken or until the
formed object is broken or destroyed, whereupon it
reverts to a fist-sized lump of clay.

Moderate transmutation; CL gth; Craft Wondrous
Itemn, stone shape, transmute mud to rock; Price 20,000 gp;
Weight 1 1b. Author: Ari Marmell. Source: #314.

Cloak of the Desert: This cloak is made from a light
brown, sturdy material, velvety on one side with a rough
sandpaperlike texture on the other. If the wearer wraps it
around herself; the cloak of the desert allows her to merge
with sand or any sandstone large enough to encompass her
body, in the same manner as meld into stone. This effect can
last to up to an hour and can be used three times per day.

Moderate transmutation; CL 6th; Craft Wondrous
Item, meld into stone; Price 18,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author:
Kevin Hamilton. Source: #325.

Coffin Clamps of Aziell Moonchild: The coffin
clamps of Aziell Moonchild were forged in the likeness
of draconic hands, each finger adorned with a black
marble claw, each knuckle studded with an emerald.
When all three are placed on the lid of a coffin, they
secrete refulgent green goo that slithers about the
entire surface of the coffin, filling all its apertures and
infusing the object with nearly indestructible force. The
clamps can affect coffins (also boxes, chests, coffers, and
similar containers with closed lids) of up to 1,000 cubic
feet in volume. As a standard action, the clamps can be
removed by anyone outside the coffin.

A coffin affected by the coffin clamps is immune to
all magical and natural effects or attacks. It cannot be
harmed until the coffin clamps are removed or the
magic force of the coffin clamps is destroyed. The
magic force of the coffin clamps is unaffected by most
magical and natural effects and attacks. It cannot be
dispelled, but it is destroyed by a disintegrate spell or a
sphere of annihilation. 24
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The magic force keeps out (and in) all magic and
all things. Ethereal and astral forms of movement are
blocked. Astral projection, blink, dimension door, ethereal jaunt,
etherealness, gate, maze, plane shift, shadow walk, teleport, and
similar spell-like or psionic abilities cannot pass through
the barrier created by the coffin clamps.

Although not created for the purpose of vampire
slaying, after their discovery in a vampire’s castle they
were used to seal vampires into their coffins and transport
them to places of holiness where they were released and
killed by waiting paladins. More clever—or desperate—
vampire slayers used the clamps to seal vampire coffins
after the vampires had exited them, therefore disallowing
reentrance by gaseous form.

Strong evocation; CL 13th; Craft Wondrous Item,
dimensional anchor, forcecage; Price 37,760 gp; Weight 6 Ib.
Author: Joseph R. Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Deathglance Locket: This small locket is an anti-
scrying device not in the sense that it prevents scrying
upon the subject, but rather that it is used to punish
those who would so intrude upon the subject’s privacy.
A deathglance locket is a 1-inch tiger eye gemstone on
a slim golden chain. It is worn about the neck and
counts as an amulet in terms of magic items worn. The
deathglance locket grants its wearer a +2 insight bonus
on Intelligence checks to notice scrying sensors. When
the wearer notices a scrying sensor, she may call upon
the power of the locket to strike back at the scrying
creature. Once per day upon command, the deathglance
locket traces the scrying sensor’s magic back to the
scrying creature’s location and sends an immaterial
copy of its tiger eye gem hurtling his way. From the
scrying creature’s point of view, it's as if the tiger eye
gem suddenly flies from the locket and speeds in his
direction. The scrying creature immediately suffers
10d6 points of damage (DC 20 Will save for half)
and must make a Concentration check (DC 10 + the
damage dealt by the deathglance locket) or the scrying
effect ends.

Moderate abjuration; CL 11th; Craft Wondrous Item,
detect scrying; Price 3,860 gp; Weight —. Author: Johnathan
M. Richards and Matthew Sernett. Source: #319.

Dragon’s Goblet: A dragon’s goblet is a rare and
sometimes dangerous magic item that can be both
harmful and useful to adventurers. The goblet is a
cunningly sculpted figurine of a mighty winged lizard
clutching a bowl in its mouth. Usually the goblet is made
of gold or silver, but a few are carved from gems.

Whenever a dragon’s goblet is filled with liquid, the
goblet transforms it into a burning fluid like alchemist's
fire. This fluid can be poured out to start a fire or hurled
at a creature as a grenadelike weapon with a range of
10 feet and no range increment. The brave can drink
the burning liquid in an attempt to produce more
spectacular effects.
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Once per hour, the burning fluid can be drunkwithout

harm and provides one of two effects. The drinker can
either breathe forth gouts of flame or contain the fire
within. That decision must be made immediately after
the liquid is imbibed.

If the drinker decides to breathe flame, the imbibed
liquid functions exactly like an elixir of fire breath.

If the drinker decides to contain the fire within, the
drinker gains protection from energy (cold) as though cast by
a1oth-level caster.

If the burning fluid is imbibed when it is not safe (less
than an hour since the last time it was safely imbibed)
the drinker must make a DC 20 Fortitude save or take
4d6 points of fire damage. Success indicates the drinker
takes half damage.

Moderate abjuration; CL 1oth; Craft Wondrous Item,
protection from enerqy; Price 72,000 gp; Weight —. Author:
Owen K.C, Stephens. Source: #289.

Dwarven Rune Stein: Dwarven rune steins are squat
and heavy mugs of iron engraved with images of
dragons, bears, axes, and dwarven runes. The steins are
shorter and wider than most human drinking vessels,
with handles molded to fit a dwarf’s sturdy grip. The
runes are an ancient form of dwarven writing, each
describing a specific trait venerated by dwarves.

The user of the stein can invoke a rune to transform
any liquid contained within and then drink it to gain
magical benefits. The transformed liquid works only for
the person who invoked the rune, and the liquid must
be imbibed in the same round the rune is invoked or
the liquid has no effect. Invoking the rune and drinking
the liquid is a full-round action. The runes fade away
once used and cannot be used again.

Bravery Rune: Liquid transformed by this rune grants
the rune invoker resistance to fear. This functions as
the remove fear spell.

Endurance Rune: This rune causes the liquid within the
stein to have the same effects as a potion of bear’s endurance.

Fortitude Rune: This rune causes the liquid within the
stein to have the same effects as a potion of aid.

Heroism Rune: This rune causes the liquid within the
stein to have the same effects as a potion of heroism.

Honesty Rune: Liquid transformed by this rune
grants the rune invoker an aura of honesty. This
functions as the zone of truth spell centered on the
rune’s invoker.

Luck Rune: By imbibing this liquid, the invoker
gains incredible luck. For an hour the drinker gains
a+1 luck bonus on all saving throws. In addition, the
drinker may reroll one roll that she has just made.
She must take the second result. This extraordinary
ability is usable once during the hour that the luck
bonus lasts.

Mettle Rune: This rune grants the drinker a +4 natural

armor bonus or1 hour.
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Skill Rune: Invoking this rune and drinking from
the stein grants a +3 competence bonus on any Craft
skill check. This magical benefit lasts one week.

Strength Rune: This rune causes the liquid within the
stein to have the same effects as a potion of bull's strength.

Sturdiness Rune: The sturdiness rune grants the
drinker a +10 competence bonus on Balance skill
checks and a +10 competence bonus on Strength checks
to resist bull rush attacks for 1 hour.

Moderate transmutation; CL 8th; Brew Potion, Craft
Wondrous Item; Price 3300 gp; Weight 1 Ib. Author:
Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Extradimensional Anchor: This device constantly
radiates a dimensional anchor effect in a 4o-foot-radius
emanation. Creatures on the same plane within this
area cannot use astral projection, blink, dimension door,
ethereal jaunt, etherealness, gate, maze, plane shifl, shadow
walk, teleport and similar magic. This property makes
the item extremely valuable for fighting highly mobile
opponents such as githyanki.

Appearing as a glowing, green crystalline prism,
an extradimensional anchor is roughly 2 feet long and
8 inches in diameter. It levitates 2 feet off the ground
at all times and floats along within 2 feet of its owner,
much like an animated shield, The anchor cannot,
however, support any weight; any effect that exerts
more than 1 pound of force on the anchor causes it to
fall to the ground. The anchor continually sheds light
equivalent to that of a torch.

By making a successful melee touch attack against
the owner, an opponent can take possession of an
extradimensional anchor. Such an action provokes an
attack of opportunity.

Each extradimensional anchor comes with a shield—a
fine, magically enhanced mesh of mithral that, when
draped over the anchor, suppresses the dimensional anchor
effect. This shielding does not, however, stop the item
from floating.

Moderate abjuration; CL 7th; Craft Wondrous Item,
dimensional anchor; Price 112,000 gp; Weight 20 Ib.
Author: Chris Thomasson. Source: #306.

Eye of Horus: Pharaohs throughout the ages have
kept vigilant watch over their people using special
agents of Re-Horakhty. Clerics created the eye of Horus,
supposedly blessed by Re-Horakhty himself, to be
worn by these agents to protect them. The eye of Horus
is a single lens that, when placed over one eye, seems
to meld into the user’s flesh. It takes a full-round
action for the lens to be absorbed by the user. A tattoo
then appears surrounding the eye resembling the eye
of Horus. The user can will the lens back out of her
flesh as another full-round action. When the user dies,
the eye resurfaces.

Once absorbed, the eye of Horus allows its user to
detect evil at will as a standard action. In additien, the
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user may cast disguise self; misdirection, and protection from
evil, each once per day and only on himself.

Faint divination; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item, detect
evil, disquise self, misdirection, protection from evil; Price 13,200
gp; Weight —. Author: Kevin Hamilton. Source: #325.

Gauntlets of Heartfelt Blows: These soft leather
gauntlets sport a large, flat gem on the back of each hand.
Ringed by steel, these stones slowly shift color as long
as the gauntlets are worn. Whenever the bearer becomes
involved in combat, the stones glow brighter, and their
colors begin to swirl with intense energy, casting a fiery
aura around any weapon in the wearer’s hands. The
wearer’s melee attacks cause extra points of fire damage
equal to his Charisma bonus (minimum of +1). This bonus
damage also applies to touch attacks. The fire does not
deal damage to the wearer or anything the wearer carries.

Faint transmutation; CL sth; Craft
Wondrous Item, burning
hands; Price 12,000 gp;
Weight 1 1b. Author:
Clifford Horowitz.

Source: #314.
Girdle of Hate:
This broad belt

is made of hide, hair,
and bone, and it is studded with
small hooks along its length. The exact
source of these materials is ambiguous until
someone with a racial or favored enemy buckles

it on and speaks a command word, at which point
the girdle appears to be constructed from a creature
representative of one of the wearer’s chosen enemies. If
the wearer has more than one racial or favored enemy, the
girdle applies its benefits to one enemy of the wearer’s
choice (chosen when the belt is first donned). The hooks,
while useless as weapons, make a fine mounting point
for captured scalps, and the cords of hair easily hold
other grisly trophies. Any trophies of the appropriate
type of racial or favored enemy smoke for a moment
when first mounted on the hooks, then become cured
and preserved within 1 round.

The girdle doubles all bonuses the wearer gains
against the chosen racial or favored enemy, such as those
possessed by dwarves or granted by the ranger class.

Moderate conjuration; CL 7th; Craft Wondrous Item,
caster must have racial or favored enemy; Price 16,000
gp; Weight 2 1b. Clifford Horowitz. Source: #314.

Goggles of Scrutiny: Goggles of scrutiny grant their
wearer a +2 bonus on all Search and Spot checks, In
addition, any creature with the death attack special
ability need only study a potential victim for 2 rounds
instead of 3.

Strong divination; CL 12th; Craft Wondrous Item,
clairaudience/clairvoyance; Price 12,000 gp; Weight —,
Oliver Diaz and Robert J. Hahn. Source: #330,
.
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Golden Beholder: A golden beholder 1s a magic scrying
device that shares its form with its monstrous namesake.
With all of its pieces collected and in place, the golden
beholder looks like a 2-foot-diameter sculpture of a
beholder made of gold. The large central eye is a sphere
of glass set half inside the face of the sculpture, while
the eyes on the metal stalks are made of hard clear
gemstones of moderate value.

Each of the ten eyestalks can be withdrawn from
the beholder, revealing a dagger blade. The eyestalk
daggers are always of masterwork quality and
are worth approximately 450 gp due to their fine
craftsmanship and the gemstone “eye” that forms the
dagger’s pommel. Most golden beholders are made by
Medium creatures, and thus their eyestalk daggers are

made for use by Medium
creatures. Each eyestalk
dagger is imbued with
a permanent Nystul’s
magic aura effect
that makes it seem
nonmagical. Detect
magic does not
detect the aura of an
eyestalk dagger, but as
with Nystul’s magic aura, an
identify spell cast on the eyestalk dagger
allows the caster a DC 10 Will save to
recognize magic in the dagger and detect its
divination and illusion auras.

When removed from the body, each eyestalk dagger
functions as a scrying sensor for the golden beholder's
central eye. Touching the sheath-hole of a removed
eyestalk dagger and saying the golden beholder’s
command word sets the central eye’s scrying focus to
that eyestalk dagger. The golden beholder user sees and hears
with his own visual and auditory acuity from the position
of the gemstone that forms the pommel of that eyestalk
dagger. An impenetrable gray haze hides everything
beyond 30 feet from view, although sounds that issue from
beyond that distance are still audible if the user could
normally hear them from the dagger’s position.

Creatures within the area watched by an eyestalk
dagger do not gain an Intelligence check to sense it
as a scrying sensor, but a creature under the effects
of a detect scrying spell can do so with a successful DC
10 Will save. Creatures within the area viewed by the
eyestalk dagger do not gain a Will save to resist being
seen and spell resistance does not apply. Anti-scrying
spells, such as mind blank or screen function normally,
hiding or disguising the creature or area from the golden
beholder’s user as described by the spell. If the gemstone is
removed from the eyestalk dagger, or the eyestalk dagger
is otherwise broken or destroyed, the user of the golden
beholder cannot use that dagger as a scrying sensor.
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The scrying link between the golden beholder and
its eyestalk daggers withstands any distance, even
separation across different planes. The scrying effect
of an eyestalk dagger cannot be dispelled, but a
successful targeted dispel magic attempt made against
an eyestalk dagger suppresses that dagger’s function
for 1d4 rounds. An antimagic field also suppresses the
golden beholder’s ability to access an eyestalk dagger.

A golden beholder user can cast spells through the
device as though using the greater scrying spell.

Golden beholder owners use the potent item
in many different ways. Most commonly,
eyestalk daggers are given to allies
(or allowed to fall into the hands of
enemies) so that the user can keep
track of other creatures’movements
and actions. Other golden
beholder owners use them as
security devices, hiding eyestalk
daggers in key locations such
that they are not easily spotted
but have good views of the
surrounding terrain.

Strong divination; CL 13th;
Craft Wondrous Item, greater
serying, Nystul's magic  aura;
Price 38,000 gp; Weight 100
Ib. Author: Johnathan M.
Richards and Matthew
Sernett. Source: #319.

Holy Bone Shackles:
A tribe of dwarf barbarians
known as the Hunting Wind
noticed that their vampire
adversaries would not venture close to
the tombs of their holiest warriors. Shamans
and holy men debated the strange behavior.
Finally, it was decided that the tribe would capture
vampires and perform experiments upon them, using
the unearthed skeletons of their long-lost heroes.
This decision, which daringly broke ancient taboos,
produced the holy bone shackles. Gifted shamans used
the bones of their holiest people to make thick bonds
that locked magically, and skilled artisans carved
sacred images of the Hunting Wind tribe about the
shackles. It is said that vampires the world over still
warn one another of the “curse of the Hunting Wind.”

Although originally fabricated from the bones of
deceased holy men, these masterwork manacles can
be made from any kind of bone. When the shackles are
hurled at a corporeal undead with a humanoid form, they
expand or contract to fit the undead and bind its arms
on a successful ranged touch attack. An undead with its
arms bound cannot use them to attack or cast spells with a
somatic co mponent, and it automatically fails skill checks

Mask of
the Reaper

that require it to use its arms. An undead takes 1d6 points
of holy damage each round it remains bound.

The shackles bind the undead until the user speaks
the command word to release it or it escapes. The
undead can escape with a successful DC 35 Escape Artist
check or DC 28 Strength check. A successful Strength
check opens the shackles; it does not destroy them.

Moderate evocation; CL 1oth; Craft Wondrous Item,
holy smite, creator must be good; Price 19,500 gp; Weight
3 Ib. Author: Joseph R. Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Horn of the Planes: The music of
the horn of the planes resonates with the
planes of the multiverse. A performer

with the horn of the planes and

the correct melody can open
a portal to another plane. The
masterwork horn is a platinum
trumpet with inscription on
the outside that depicts the
arrangement of the planes. Once
per day, a performer playing
the horn can attempt to use it
to open a gate (as per the spell).

The bard must know the proper
melody to play for a particular
plane. Learning the proper melody

requires that the performer have
5 ranks in Perform and successfully
make a DC 30 Knowledge (the planes)
or bardic knowledge check. Any
player may open a gate to a random

plane as a standard action with a

successful DC 25 Perform check.
If the performer knows the tune for

a specific plane, she can open a gate on
that plane at a random location (on the plane)
as a standard action with a successful DC 25
Perform check and to a specific location as a standard
action with a successful DC 30 Perform check. Because
there is a consequence of failure (getting a result of
25 or greater but less than 30 on the Perform check),
a character cannot take 20 on the Perform check to
play a horn of the planes. If a performer plays the horn
without attempting to open a gate, there is a cumulative
1% chance for each continuous round of playing that
the horn opens a gate to a random plane as long as the
horn has not already been used to open a gate. The horn
of the planes can open a gate only once per day.

Strong conjuration; CL 17th; Craft Wondrous Item,
gate; Price 55,000 gp; Weight 5 1b. Author: S. Deniz Bucak.
Source: #317.

Ioun Stone (Black and White Ellipsoid): This ioun
stone, an ellipsoid mottled in black and white, provides
the equivalent of a mind blank spell in regards to
scrying. That is, if anyone attempts to scry directly
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upon a person using this type of ioun stone, the attempt
automatically fails. If a scrying device or spell is used
to scan an area that the person with the ioun stone is in,
the scrying creature sees the area but not the person.
The ioun stone does not provide any of the non-scrying
benefits of the mind blank spell, such as immunity
to spells, effects, and devices that otherwise detect,
influence, or read emotions or thoughts.

Strong abjuration; CL 15th; Craft Wondrous Item,
mind blank; Price 6o,000 gp. Author: Jonathan
Richards and Matthew Sernett. Source: #319.

Mask of the Reaper: A mask of the reaper
appears as a gray knit mask with two eyeholes.
When worn, a mask of the reaper grants a gaze
attack with a range of 30 feet. Any creature
within range must make a DC 14 Will save
or see in the wearer a manifestation of its
worst fear, affecting the creature as the cause
fear spell although without the HD limit.
The mask cannot affect a creature more than
once in a 24-hour period,
whether the target fails
its save or not.

Moderate illusion;
CL 7th; Craft
Wondrous Item,
cause  fear;  Price
30,000 gp; Weight —.
Oliver Diaz and Robert
J. Hahn. Source: #330.

Mirror of  Captured
Images: A mirror of captured
images appears to be a finely
wrought silver mirror, typically
3 feet tall by 4 feet wide and
held in a frame containing
24 embedded gemstones. It
has a retractable leg on the
back of its frame allowing
it to stand upright upon a
desktop or dresser, but it is
more commonly hung upon a
wall at the appropriate height for
proper viewing by its owner.

The mirror of captured images is
slightly different than most scrying devices in
that it can be set to begin scrying and then continues
to do so automatically until the effect is dispelled
or it is commanded to stop. Upon utterance of a
command word, the mirror views another place as if
with clairvoyance, but vision extends even onto other
planes provided that the user is sufficiently familiar
with the chosen place. A second command word
begins recording the images from the distant location
depicted in the mirror's surface, storing thi;;e'-images

-

Quiver
of Plenty
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in the twenty-four gems. Each gem holds 1 hour's
worth of images, so the whole mirror can store up to
a full day's images. If left activated for more than 24
hours, the mirror begins “recording over” the oldest
images so that only the most recent 24 hours are kept
on record. Using the second command word again
stops the recording.
If a third command word is uttered while touching
one of the gemstones on the frame, the mirror “plays
back” the images it has stored within that
gem. Finally, a fourth command word
uttered while touching a gemstone takes
it out of the “continuous recording
loop” so that the hour’s worth of images
can be stored there indefinitely without
being “recorded over” in subsequent
uses of the mirror. Of course, this
lowers the length of time available to
the mirror for continuous recording,
If at a later time the user wishes
to record over the images stored
in a gem, repeating the fourth
command word while touching
the gem in question returns it to
the pool of available gemstones
for continuous recording.
Mirrorsofcapturedimagesareoftenused
in magical stakeouts, when someone
is expecting a particular item to be
stolen and wishes to capture the
identity of the thief without
remaining in the area himself.
They are also occasionally
used for blackmail purposes,
capturing indiscretions that
the instigators would rather
not become public knowledge.
As the mirror has no auditory
capability, Spot is an invaluable
skill when using this device to spy
upon others’ conversations.
Strong divination; CL 13th; Craft
Wondrous  Item, cairaudience/clairvoyance,
planeshifl; Price 40,000 gp; Weight 40 Ib. Author:
Johnathan M. Richards and Matthew Sernett. Source: #319.
Obi of the White Lotus Master: Constructed of the
purest silk and delicately decorated with masterful
brushstroke representations of lotus petals, the obi of the
white lotus master is reputedly the belt worn by a master
warrior-philosopher before he attained Perfection,
Anyone of lawful alignment wearing the obi receives a
+4 armor bonus to Armor Class.
If worn by a monk, this item reveals its true nature.
When tightened around the waist of a lawful neutral
character with the unarmed strike ability or Improved
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Unarmed Strike feat, the obi enhances its wearer’s
perception, allowing her to see her opponents’
intentions and granting her the opportunity to counter
or avoid attacks. This effect causes any foe to suffer a
20% miss chance when attacking the wearer. If the obi
of the white lotus master’s wearer is denied her Dexterity
bonus, she cannot make use of the obi’s enhancement
of perception, and the obi only provides its +4 bonus to
Armor Class.

Faint abjuration; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item, mage
armor, owl’s wisdom; Price 48,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author:
Keith Strohm. Source: #325.

Quiver of Plenty: Crafted by Nestaril the Undying,
one of the most venerated elven wizards of a previous
age, these rare quivers are prized by those who own
them. Although elves of ancient and noble
lineage occasionally inherit a quiver
of plenty from their forefathers,
most of these items were destroyed
long ago. Until recently no sage
could duplicate these valuable
magical items.

Quivers of plenty are frequently
made from leather of rich
browns and verdant greens.

At a foot long and about half

as wide, the face of a quiver of
plenty is a work of art, covered in
resplendent reliefs representing
images of the natural world, such
as monkey-filled glades, packs
of animals, or ancient deities of
nature. Aside from its rich coloration
and wonderful design, the quiver is
otherwise like any other: A simple
leather strap allows its owmer to
attach it to his back or waist.

A quiver of plenty provides its owner
with a limitless supply of various types of masterwork
arrows. Whenever the owner reaches into the quiver of
plenty his mental desire causes it to instantly create
an arrow of the desired type that remains in existence
long enough to fire. The quiver of plenty can create
an infinite number of wooden arrows, steel-tipped
arrows, silver-tipped arrows, and cold-iron-tipped
arrows. It can also create five adamantine-tipped
arrows each day. If the quiver's owner drops, hands
off, or otherwise lets go of a created arrow in a way
that isn't firing it from a bow, the arrow disappears.
All arrows created by a quiver of plenty dissipate into
nothingness immediately after they strike a solid
object (whether the intended target or not).

Strong conjuration; CL gth; Craft Wondrous Item,
major creation; Price 18,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author:

Righard Farzese. Source: #328.

, o ENUIPTIENT G

Requiem Jar: This tonic of black sludge is typically
encased in a barrel-shaped bronze receptacle, around
which hangs a chain with a blank plaque. To use this
tonic, it must be poured into a corpse’s mouth. From
there it magically works its way through the body,
causing the corpse to deteriorate at an incredible
rate. In 1 round all remnants of the corpse’s flesh and
blood dissolve into dust. In 2 rounds the creature’s
bones or exoskeleton completely crumble and in 3
rounds the resulting dust magically whirls up and
flies into the empty container formerly housing the
tonic. On the previously blank plaque the creature’s
name magically appears. This magical process ensures
three things: the creature’s remains are obfuscated
from searching parties, a raise dead or resurrection

spell cannot revive the dead creature, and

the assassin has portable proof of the

victim's demise. The remains in the

jar are sufficient for a resurrection

spell should they be emptied out.

Living creatures that drink

the fluid within a requiem jar are

not affected by its magic, but are
sickened for 1 hour.

Faint evocation; cL
ard; Craft Wondrous Item,
disintegrate; Price 3300 gp;

Weight —. Oliver Diaz and Robert
J. Hahn. Source: #330.

Robe of the Burning Serpent:
Clerics of Apep use white robes with
depictions of flaming serpents to
identify and reward the serpent god's
faithful followers. The robe of the burning
serpent looks like such a robe, but the
serpents are woven with golden thread.
Once per day, the wearer can change
herself into a yuan-ti abomination per the

polymorph spell for 10 minutes.

Robes of the burning serpent are created only for the
most devout servants of Apep and punish any unfaithful
who try to wear them. If a person of good alignment
dons the robe, she takes 1d4+10 points of fire damage
every round until she removes the robe. If a person of
evil alignment wears the robe, the flaming serpents
glow briefly, signifying to others that she is indeed a
true follower of Apep.

Moderate transmutation; CL 1oth; Craft Wondrous
Item, fire trap, polymorph, creator must be of evil
alignment; Price 40,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: Kevin
Hamilton. Source: #325.

Rose of Kings: A rose of kings is an ornately sculpted
chalice of copper—or rarely, wood—in the form of a
beautiful rose. The twelve petals of the flower make up
the bowl, and the stalk of the rose is the stem Qf the
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vessel, which bears a single thorn. Most of these items
are in the hands of kings and high priests, who often
use them to interview potential advisors and allies.

If the bowl of the rose of kings is filled with wine, the
single thorn begins to glow with a dull green radiance.
Anyone touching the thorn takes 1 point of damage.
Each time the thorn is touched, one petal of the rose
also glows.

If creatures pricked by the thorn drink from the rose,
they become unable to lie to each other for 1 hour. All
those who drink from the cup immediately become
aware of its properties. They can freely lie to individuals
who have not drunk from the rose but are temporarily
prevented from telling even the slightest falsehood to
their fellow drinkers. Creatures affected by the rose are
not compelled to speak.

Faint enchantment; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item,
zone of truth; Price 10,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: Owen
K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Sand of Set: A small black bag with pictures of
entwined snakes woven into the fabric contains the
sand of Set. Clerics sift through piles of sand and chose
only the finest, darkest sand to bless in the name of
Set. When a user tosses a handful of the sand of Set
onto the ground within 5 feet of herself, 1d4+1 medium
vipers (see the Monster Manual) appear and follow their
creator’s mental commands. The vipers remain for 7
rounds or until destroyed. The bag contains enough
sand for three uses.

Moderate conjuration; CL yth; Craft Wondrous Item,
summon nature’s ally I'V; Price 4,200 gp; Weight —. Author:
Kevin Hamilton. Source: #325.

Scorpion Bracers: Scorpion bracers are made from
the shells of giant desert scorpions. Clerics of Set use
ancient ceremonies to magically infuse these bracers
with power, giving the wearer a +5 resistance bonus on
Fortitude saves against all poisons.

Moderate abjuration; CL 10th; Craft Wondrous Item,
resistance; Price 3,000 gp; Weight 1 lb. Author: Kevin
Hamilton. Source: #325.

Scout Goggles: A magic item traditionally made in
pairs, a set of scout goggles consists of at least two pairs
of identical goggles. Each pair has two clear lenses that
fit over the eyes and are held in place by a leather band
securing them to the head. A pair of scout goggles is
activated by command word; once triggered, anything
viewed through that pair of goggles is also sent to the
other pair (or pairs) in the set, allowing other wearers to
see what the transmitting user sees. Most commonly,
whoever normally takes “point” in a scouting mission
activates her pair and allows other party members
(those who have a pair of scout goggles from the same
set) to see through her eyes. This allows the rest of the
party to know if she gets into trouble while separated
from the group. p
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Each pair of scout goggles has two command words: one

to send visual information to the other goggles in the set,
and asecond command word to receive such information.
When one pair is triggered in “transmit mode,” it sends
a mental signal to the wearers of the other goggles in
the set that information is ready to be received, then
each user must activate her goggles in “receive mode”
to see through the other goggles. A single pair of scout
goggles cannot both send and receive visual information
simultaneously. Repetition of the same command word
“shuts off” the scout goggles. Transmission occurs over any
distance but not across planes.

A person using a pair of scout goggles to see what
the transmitting wearer sees becomes susceptible
to any gaze attacks or visual-based spells that might
affect the transmitting wearer. For instance, if a
transmitting wearer encounters a medusa, she must
make a Fortitude save to prevent being petrified, and
so must anyone else currently tapped into her pair of
scout goggles. Each individual makes her own saving
throw in such instances.

A person with scout goggles in transmit mode
automatically grants anyone else wearing a set in
receive mode a +2 circumstance bonus on their Spot
checks to notice something the transmitting member
has already spotted herself (perhaps a hidden guard or
the tripwire to a trap). A person wearing scout goggles in
receive mode can see both what they can normally see
at their location and what the transmitting scout goggles
see without being disoriented.

A set of scout goggles works only with the other goggles
in its own set. Additional goggles can be made and
joined to an existing set, but only if all other pairs are
present during the creation of the new pair, allowing
them all to be attuned together.

The creation information is for a single pair of
scout goggles.

Faint divination; CL sth; Craft Wondrous Item,
clairaudience/clairvoyance; Price 15,000 gp; Weight —.
Author: Johnathan M. Richards and Matthew Sernett.
Source: #319.

Shell of Amplification: This is a 7-inch-long conch
shell with a hole at the point. When the command word
is spoken, sounds made near the hole become audible
and clear to all creatures who can hear (not deaf or within
the area of a silence spell) within a 200-foot-radius spread.
This negates any negative circumstance modifiers to
Perform checks due to noise or poor acoustics and allows
a speaker or singer to be heard clearly even in the midst
of calamity. In addition, when a bard uses the fascinate
ability through the shell, it increases the range of that
ability to a 200-foot-radius spread and negates the need
for the creature to see the bard or the bard to see the
creature. Allies the bard sees and designates can be
considered immune to his use of the fascinate ability.
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Moderate transmutation; CL 7th; Craft Wondrous
Item, message; Price 7,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: S.
Deniz Bucak. Source: $#317.

Silver Collars of Adentrius: Silver collars of Adentrius
prevent vampires from turning into their gaseous
forms. When a collar is hurled at a vampire or vampire
spawn, it expands and fits onto the undead creature on
a successful ranged touch attack. The collar grips the
vampire tightly, and the vampire is magically prevented
from assuming gaseous form until the user speaks the
command word to release it. The vampire or vampire
spawn can break (and ruin) the collar with a successful
DC 30 Strength check or escape with a successful DC 30
Escape Artist check.

If a vampire is reduced to o hit points while wearing
the collar, the vampire is instantly destroyed.

Moderate transmutation; CL 1oth; Craft Wondrous
Item, gaseous form; Price 7,250 gp; Weight 3 Ib. Author:
Joseph R. Terrazzino. Source: #288.

Snake Charmer: The original snake charmer
instruments were double-reed talimbas from a distant
land. As knowledge of the instruments spread, the
enchantment was applied to other instruments, and
now snake charmers come in a variety of instruments. A
snake charmer adds a +10 bonus on Perform checks when
the bard using it tries to fascinate reptilian creatures
(including creatures of the dragon type). This stacks with
the +2 bonus for playing a masterwork instrument,

Faint enchantment; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item,
enthrall; Price 1,100 gp; Weight by instrument type.
Author: S. Deniz Bucak. Source: #317.

Spider Masks: Found only in the possession of high-
ranking clerics of Lolth, these masks grant great power,
but they extract a terrible price upon the wearer. Once
donned, the mask fuses itself to the wearer’s face and
cannot be removed short of use of a limited wish, miracle,
or wish. Even if the mask is successfully removed in this
manner, the wearer must make a DC 25 Fortitude save or
be instantly killed by the fury of Lolth, Seeing such a mask,
most drow immediately treat the wearer with a great deal
of respect. There are three known types of masks:

Black Widow: This mask is midnight-black, with the
distinctive red hourglass shape of the black widow
spider located on the forehead. Unlike the other masks
listed here, the wearer’s mouth is visible, although it
looks like he possesses huge, spider-like fangs. Eight
small spider eyes are scattered evenly on the mask’s
surface. The wearer gains the following abilities:

« +4 profane bonus on Listen, Move Silently, Search,

and Spot checks.

+ Cause fear at will as if cast by a 15th-level sorcerer.

+ The wearer gains the ability to make a single bite

attack each round. This bite deals 1d8 damage and
poison (DC 18 Fortitude save; initial and secondary
. 4 damage 3d6 Constitution).
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Brown Recluse: This dull brown mask completely
covers the wearer’s head, with only eight black eyes and
two huge hairy fangs breaking the surface. The wearer
gains the following abilities:

+ +4 profane bonus on Spot and Listen checks.

« Jump and spider climb at will.

» The wearer gains the ability to make a single bite
attack each round. This bite deals 1d6 damage
and injects a terrible poison that begins to rot the
wearer'’s flesh (DC 18 Fortitude save; initial and
secondary damage 2d6 Constitution).

Phase Spider: This mask resembles that of a phase
spider: white and blue, with eight silvery white eyes, The
wearer gains the following abilities:

» +2 profane bonus on Spot, Search, and Listen checks.

+ The wearer gains the ability to make a single bite
attack each round. This bite deals 1d6 damage and
poison (DC 13 Fortitude save; initial and secondary
damage 1d6 Constitution).

« As a move action, the wearer can shift from the
Ethereal Plane to the Material Plane. Shifting back
to the Ethereal Plane also takes a move action. The
ability is otherwise identical to the ethereal jaunt
spell as cast by a 9th-level cleric. The wearer can
shift between the planes at will.

Strong necromancy; CL 1sth; Craft Wondrous Item,
_Jump, poison (brown recluse); Craft Wondrous Item, ethereal
Jjaunt, poison (phase spider); Craft Wondrous Item, cause
fear, poison (black widow); Price 37,840 gp (brown recluse),
115,440 gp (phase spider), 56,150 gp (black widow); Weight
—. Author: Eric Cagle. Source: #298.

Spy Glass: A spy glass appears to be a small, 1-ounce
tumbler of delicate crystal or quartz with a gold-edged
rim. Despite its fragile appearance, a spy glass is actually
as strong as steel. Designed as a tool of espionage,
attempts to detect the magic of a spy glass are interfered
with by a permanent Nystul's magic aura.

The powers of a spy glass do not become apparent until
the glass is placed against a wall. When this is done, the
glass acts as a simple scrying device, allowing anyone who
looks through the glass to see through the wall. This power
functions only when the glass is placed against a wall. It
cannot be used to look through floors, tables, ceilings,
trees, or anything other than a constructed or carved
wall. Because of the ease with which such an item can be
misused, spy glasses are outlawed in some kingdoms.

Moderate divination; CL sth; Craft Wondrous Item,
clairaudience/clairvoyance; Price 16,000 gp; Weight 3 1b.
Author: Owen K.C. Stephens. Source: 4#289.

Sylvan Cloak: Originally created by a dryad sorcerer,
many sylvan races fighting to preserve their woodland
homes favor these cloaks. Elves and their allies possess
the majority of these magic garments.

A sylvan cloak is mottled green in color with oak leaf
designs in brown and gold running along its length.
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Sylvan
Cloak

Heavy fabrics, such as burlap and wool, make up the
cloak and a number of magical enhancements ensure
that it never catches on branches or underbrush and
that it faintly smells like a forest after a heavy rainfall. A
copper brooch in the shape of an acorn gathers the cloak
at the neck.

Anyone who wears a sylvan cloak gains a +4 bonus
on Escape Artist checks and a +4 bonus on Fortitude
saves made to resist the effects of extremely hot or cold
environments. Creatures tracking a character wearing a
sylvan cloak by scent take a —10 penalty on their Wisdom
or Survival checks while tracking him through heavily
wooded areas. This effect of the cloak does not inhibit
trackers in any nonforested environment. :

a?
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Faint transmutation; CL sth; Craft Wondrous Item,
pass without trace; Price 11,500; Weight 1 1b. Author: Kieran
Turley. Source: #326.

Sylvan Cloak, Greater: Gifted to the staunchest of
nature’s defenders by members of fey and elven royalty,
these heavy garments conceal far greater powers than
their worn, simple appearances belie. Superficially
appearing as sylvan cloaks, these magic items grant
all of a sylvan cloak’s abilities, as well as the ability for
their wearers to free stride, as the spell, once per hour.
Additionally, a wearer can also animate a tree as per
the liveoak spell once per day.

Moderate transmutation; CL 11th; Craft Wondrous
Item, liveoak, tree stride; Price 153,360 gp; Weight 1 Ib.
Author: Kieran Turley. Source: #326.

Thespian’s Mask: Sometimes called a “performer’s
face” or “actor’s visage,” each of these fascinating masks
is a unique and intricate work of art. Fashioned by the
greatest elven artists of the modern age, no two thespian’s
masks are alike.

A thespian’s mask is carved from the finest ivory and
then painted to resemble the face of a humanoid
creature. Depending on the whim of the artisan creating

it, a thespian’s mask might, for example, bear a fearsome
orc warrior's visage, the fair skin of an elven maiden,
or the face of an old human sage.

When worn, the mask merges with its owner's
face, changing his features to match those of the

humanoid creature depicted upon it. The change
affects the wearer as the spell disguise self, but
it only changes the wearer's appearance to
match that of the face the mask was crafted
to depict. For example, a thespian mask in the
form of a fair-skinned elven maiden would
disguise its wearer—including clothing
and equipment—as an elven maiden and
nothing else. This ability remains in
effect for as long as the mask is worn.
Faintillusion; CL5th; Craft Wondrous
Item, disguise self, Craft (sculpting)
10 ranks; Price 3,000 gp; Weight —.
Author: Richard Farrese. Source: #328.

Tiara of Bast: Gold headpieces with various sizes of
inlaid carnelian stones, these tiaras allow clerics of Bast
to keep watch over her domain. When someone of good
alignment wears the tiara, he can speak with any feline
animal as if having cast speak with animals. In addition,
once per day the user may influence a feline animal as
per the spell charm animal,

Faint enchantment; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item,
charm animal, speak with animals; Price 8,000 gp; Weight
—. Author: Kevin Hamilton. Source: #325.

Vampiric Goblet: A vampiric goblet always appears to
be a finely crafted chalice of precious metal, usually
platinum or gold. Twenty-four clear crystals are set
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around the bowl of the goblet with a rune of a dagger
etched above each.

The runic daggers in the goblet can be made to glow
using acommand word, which is never written anywhere
on the goblet. Anyone who drinks from a vampiric goblet
without speaking the command word takes 1 point of
damage. Each hit point stolen by the goblet causes one
crystal to turn ruby red. Once all twenty-four crystals
are red, the goblet stops draining hit points,

If a second command word is spoken right before
drinking, one of the crystals glows red, the person sipping
from the goblet regains 1 hit point of damage, and the red
crystal becomes clear once more,
If the drinker is uninjured, the
hit point is lost.

Moderate conjuration; CL
sth; Craft Wondrous Ttem, cure
moderate wounds; Price 8,100
gp; Weight 1 Ib. Author: Owen
K.C. Stephens. Source: #289.

Ventriloquist’s Mouthpiece:
The ventriloquist's mouthpiece
is a small golden tube about
an inch long and one-eighth
of an inch in diameter. It fits
comfortably under the tongue
when the performer is speaking
normally and can be placed
between the teeth (with the
mouth closed) as a free action. It
allows the performer to cast his voice
as per the ventriloquism spell at will as a
free action.

Faint illusion; CL 3rd; Craft Wondrous Item,
ventriloquism; Price 6,000 gp; Weight —. Author: S. Deniz
Bucak. Source: #317.

Vestment of Judgment: Holy garb created in the
name of Anubis, vestments of judgment are black with gold
trim and depict in gold thread the scales of judgment
on the front and two jackals facing away from each
other on the back. After a person of good alignment
wears the vestment for thirty days, she is able to use it
to cast true resurrection once per month. If a person of
evil alignment dons the vestment, he must make a DC
16 Fortitude save each round or contract mummy rot
(Monster Manual, page 190).

Strong conjuration; CL 17th; Create Wondrous Item,
contagion, true resurrection, creator must be of good
alignment; Price 95,000 gp; Weight 1 1b. Author: Kevin
Hamilton. Source: #325.

War Mug of the Ogre Magi: This unusual item is
a tall and heavy flagon usually of steel or bronze. It
weighs 5 pounds and is designed for a larger than
human-sized hand. A quart of liquid can be poured

ingo the mug without quite reaching its brim. Even
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Thespian’s Mask
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when the mug is filled to capacity, its magic properties
prevent any material from accidentally spilling out of
it, no matter how much the mug is jostled, moved, or
tipped. Drinks remain safely within the vessel unless
lips touch its rim.

The true magic of a war mug of the ogre magi does not

become obvious until it is used to strike someone. The
mug is then revealed to be a simple weapon of some
potency, striking for 1d6+2 points of damage. The mug
also provides a +2 enhancement bonus on attack rolls
made with it. All damage done by the mug is nonlethal
damage. The mug is a favored weapon in barroom
brawls, allowing its wielder
to knock out opponents
without worrying about
killing them—or spilling
his drink.

Moderate transmutation;
CL sth; Craft Magic

Arms and Armor, Craft

Wondrous Item, greater
magic weapon; Price 8,315
gp; Weight 3 1b. Author:
Owen K.C. Stephens.
Source: #289.
Z'henra’s Tools: Z'henra
was a drow torturer whose
skill ~ reached  legendary
proportions. She specialized
in the extraction of information
from mind flayers, considering
them the most challenging of races to
break. Over time, she created a series of
magic implements of torture to help her crack
through the most difficult wills.

The kit contains hooks, scalpels, barbs, razor-
sharp tongs, and other sinister items, all of which are
made of polished silver. The tools have an unusual
activation: They must be placed one by one in front
of the victim who has to be able to see them. After all
of the tools have been placed, the torturer is then free
to pick them up and use them on the victim. Z'henra’s
tools grant a +10 profane bonus on Intimidate checks
during the course of the torture session. Once per
day, the tools can generate a zone of truth as if cast by
a 12th-level cleric. Curiously, this ability can only be
activated after 1 full hour of torture with the tools
has been performed. Sages speculate that Z'henra
built in this safeguard in case the subject proved too
difficult to break through conventional methods,
and they remain convinced that the ability was
rarely used.

Strong enchantment; CL 12th; Craft Wondrous Item,
zone of truth; Price 8,640 gp; Weight 5 Ib. Author: Eric
Cagle. Source: #298
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Arcane Alterations:
Templates for Spells

by Christopher Perkins, DRAGON #311, September 2003.
d2o Open Game content « see page 171 for details

e concept of spell templates was originally
Tih;:[troduced in Arcana Unearthed, the variant
Player's Handbook written by Monte Cook
for Malhavoc Press, and updated in Arcana Evolved.
Just as creature templates alter the basic statistics
and abilities of monsters, spell templates modify
existing spells, altering their parameters or requirements.
A spellcaster who has access to a particular spell template
can apply it to any of her spells that meet the requirements
specified in the template’s description.

In Arcana Evolved, a character can acquire a spell
template in any of several ways. She can gain a class
feature or magic item that allows her to apply a spell
template to her spells, or she can take a special feat
(called a ceremonial feat) that grants access to the desired
template. Unless otherwise noted, use of a template to
modify a spell does not increase its level.

Unlike other feats, ceremonial feats involve magic and
grant supernatural abilities. Access to spell templates is
just one of the many benefits that feats in this category
provide. Acquiring a ceremonial feat requires not only an
available feat slot, but also a daylong ritual or ceremony.
The ritual takes one week to prepare and requires
special supplies and ingredients costing 100 gp. (This
cost does not apply to a ceremonial feat taken at 1st level
because the ritual is assumed to have occurred before the
character enters play.)

This article presents seven new spell templates, as well
as the ceremonial feats that grant access to them. The chart
indicates which feats correspond to each new template.

SAMPLE SPELL TEMPLATES
A character who has access to more than one spell template
can add multiple templates to a given spell, as long as all

of them are applicable to that spell and she can pay all
the costs. Unless otherwise specified, a spell template
that applies a special effect to a spell does so only once,
regardless of how many separate effects the spell produces.
For example, if a spellcaster uses the ghost touch template
on a scorching ray spell (which fires up to three rays), the
ghost touch effect applies only to the first ray.

The following format is used to present spell template
information.

Name: The description of the spell template discusses
its origin, effect, and the kind of spells to which it can
be applied. For example, some templates work only with
spells that deal damage, some with spells of a certain
school or subschool, some with single-target spells,
and so forth. Any physical effects that use the template
might have on the spellcaster are also noted here.

Cost: This cost must be applied each time the spell
template comes into play. Costs might be material
components of a certain value, or they might be verbal
or somatic components that cannot be modified (or
negated) by any means, including metamagic feats.
For example, the Silent Spell feat cannot be applied
to a spell with a verbal component that cannot be
modified. Material components are consumed unless
the component is specified as a material focus.

Prerequisite: This entry describes the how the spell
template can be acquired. In most cases, a spell template
is acquired by taking the requisite ceremonial feat.

BLOODLEECH

Using methods taught by the spirits of slain
necromancers, you draw strength from those you
wound with your spells. Your veins throb and pulse
visibly when you cast a bloodleech spell.

This template can be added to any spell that deals hit
point damage. The spell deals an additional 1d6 points of
damage to one living target of the caster’s choice, and the
caster is instantly healed of damage equal to this bonus
amount. If the chosen target is immune to the type of
damage the spell deals or does not suffer the damage for
some reason, the caster does not heal any hit points.
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Using a bloodleech spell against another sentient
creature is considered an evil act.

Cost: Verbal component (a specific, guttural, evil-
sounding word or phrase) that cannot be modified and
a material component (a ruby worth at least 25 gp).

Prerequisite: Bloodthirsty.

CHAMPION

You have learned ancient magical techniques for
imbuing summoned monsters with greater power.
Creatures summoned via champion spells appear
slightly larger and more powerful than typical
specimens of their kind.

This template can be added to any conjuration
(summoning) spell that summons one or more
creatures. All creatures summoned with a champion
spell have maximum hit points. Furthermore, you may
cast spells with a range of “touch” on any creatures you
have summoned with a champion spell without actually
needing to touch them, provided that they are within
your line of sight. For example, you could cast blur on a
creature you have summoned even if it’s standing 30 feet
away from you. All other parameters (such as duration,
number of targets, and the like) of a touch spell used in
this manner still apply normally.

Cost: Material component (a topaz worth at least
250 gp)-

Prerequisite: Superior Summons.

CONCUSSIVE

You have learned how to direct your destructive spells
so that they strike with maximum force. Concussive
spells are louder than normal and seem to strike with
greater impact.

This template can be added to any spell that deals hit
point damage. Any creature damaged by a concussive
spell must succeed on a Balance check (DC 10 + caster
level) or be knocked prone by the impact of the spell.

Cost: Somatic component (thrusting hand gestures)
that cannot be modified and a material component (a
pearl worth at least 25 gp).

Prerequisite: Spellstrike.

ELEMALEFIC
You have learned how to capture minor elemental
spirits and trap them in your spells. A spell amplified by
the elemalefic template seems to form frowning skulls,
grasping claws, or screaming faces of the appropriate
energy type within its area.

This template can be added to any spell that deals
energy damage (acid, cold, electricity, fire, or sonic). After
the spell’s normal duration expires, or after its damage
is dealt, elemental spirits plague all creatures damaged
by the spell for a number of additional rounds equal to
the spell’s level. This residual energy deals 1d4 points
v - 2
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of damage per round of the same energy type as the
spell itself dealt. For instance, a creature damaged by
an elemalefic ice storm takes 1d4 points of residual cold
damage per round for 4 rounds after the spell’s duration
expires. The spell is still considered to be in effect for the
purpose of dispel magic.

A spell with this template gains the appropriate
energy descriptor (the acid descriptor for an elemalefic
acid spell, the cold descriptor for an elemalefic cold
spell, and so forth).

Cost: Material component (worth 50 gp) that is
specific to the energy type, as follows: a few drops of
black dragon drool (acid), diamond dust (cold), a star
made of woven copper wire (electricity), ruby dust (fire)
or a golden tuning fork (sonic).

Prerequisite: Elemalefic Spellcaster.

Guost ToucH

You establish a link with the Ethereal Plane. A barely
visible, silvery aura briefly surrounds you while you're
casting a ghost touch spell.

The ghost touch template can be added to any spell with
one or more targets. Spells with this template gain the ghost
touch property and are not subject to the 50% miss chance
that normally applies against an incorporeal target.

Cost: Material component (silver orb worth at
least 50 gp).

Prerequisite: Ethereal Tendril.

INVIGORATING

You unlock ancient methods of manipulating divine
healing energy. Your eyes turn white while casting an
invigorating spell.

This template can be added to any spell that cures
hit point damage. In addition to curing damage
normally, an invigorating spell can remove any or
all of the following conditions affecting the targets:
dazed, exhausted, fatigued, sickened, or stunned. You
specify which conditions are to be removed when you
cast the spell.

Cost: Verbal component (recitation of an ancient
healing incantation) that cannot be modified.

Prerequisite: Invigorating Spellcaster.

SHACKLED

You have learned how to harness the residual, wasted
energy of a spell and use it to hinder the mobility of
your targets. The spell energies unleashed by a shackled
spell tend to linger even after the spell’s effects have
taken hold.

This template can be added to any spell with a
duration other than instantaneous or permanent. In
addition to its normal effects, a shackled spell causes
each target to move at one-half its normal speed
(rounded down to the next s-foot increment) for




the entire duration of the spell. If applied to a spell
that itself reduces speed (such as slow), the effects
are cumulative. Any reduction in speed also affects
jumping distance, as normal.

Cost: Somatic component (a grasping hand gesture)
that cannot be modified, a material focus (a set of silver
shackles worth at least 100 gp), and material component
(a golden key worth at least 25 gp). This template cannot
affect gth-level spells.

Prerequisite: Spellbinder.

CEREMONIAL FEATS

The following ceremonial feats allow access to the spell
templates described above. They also grant additional
situational bonuses and benefits, as noted in their
individual descriptions.

BLOODTHIRSTY (CEREMON[AL)

After a daylong ritual involving you and at least six
others, one of whom must be a necromancer, you gain
mastery of blood.

Benefit: You may apply the bloodleech template to
your spells. If you have cast a bloodleech spell in the
past 24 hours, you heal naturally at an accelerated rate,
recovering hit points equal to twice your character level
with a night of rest, or three times your character level
with an entire day and night of rest.

ELEMALEFIC SPELLCASTER
(CEREMONIAL)
After a daylong ritual involving an invocation to angry
elemental spirits, you can call upon their rage to enhance
your spells.

Benefit: You may apply the elemalefic template to
your spells. You also gain a +2 bonus on Survival checks
made while on any of the four elemental planes.

ETHEREAL TENDRIL (CEREMONIAL)
After a daylong ceremony in which you sacrifice and
devour an ether scarab (described in Monster Manual
II), you can imbue your spells with the power to strike
incorporeal foes.

Benefit: You may apply the ghost touch template to
your spells. You also gain the ability to move at normal
speed (instead of half speed) when traveling on the
Ethereal Plane.

INVIGORATING SPELLCASTER
(CEREMONIAL)
After completing a daylong ritual involving you and six
clerics, you can cast healing spells that have additional
invigorating powers.

Benefit: You may apply the invigorating template to
yor spells. You also gain a +2 bonus on all Heal checks.

SPELLBINDER (CEREMONIAL)
Upon completing a daylong ceremony during which
you and the other six participants are shackled
together at the ankles, you master the ability to inhibit
others’ movements with your magic.

Benefit: You may apply the shackled template to your
spells. You also gain a +2 bonus on Use Rope checks
made to bind a creature.

SPELLSTRIKE (CEREMONIAL)

After a daylong ceremony involving you and at least six
monks, you gain the power to knock down foes with
your spells.

Benefits: You may apply the concussive template to
your spells. You also gain a +2 bonus on Concentration
checks made to ignore vigorous, violent, or
extraordinarily violent motion while casting spells
(see Concentration in Chapter 10 of the Player's
Handbook for details).

SUPERIOR SUMMONS
(CEREMONIAL)
After completing a daylong ritual attended by six others,
at least one of whom is a conjurer, you gain the ability
to summon more powerful creatures than normal and
establish a magical connection with them.

Benefits: You may apply the champion template
to your spells. Furthermore, you cast conjuration
(summoning) spells at +1 caster level.

SPELL TEMPLATE FEATS

Spell Template  Associated Ceremonial Feat
Bloodleech Bloodthirsty

Champion Superior Summons
Concussive Spellstrike

Elemalefic Elemalefic Spellcaster
Ghost Touch Ethereal Tendril

Invigorating Invigorating Spellcaster
Shackled Spellbinder

The Glyphs of Cerilon

by Larry DiTillio, DRAGON #50, June 1981

The glyph of warding spell is one of the most
fascinating and useful spells in the D&D game for
both players and Dungeon Masters alike. For a player,
a good glyph can solve all sorts of dilemmas, as well as
providing a safe, pre-planned route of escape. For the
DM, a glyph can serve as a very nifty trap, certain to
foil those nimble-fingered, keen-eyed thieves at every
turn. Glyphs are also terrific for providing a sugprise
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for an invading party bent on pounding through that
open archway to blast the Temple of Evil's resident
High Priest.

Aside from their practical usefulness, glyphs also
provide an opportunity for the DM to utilize a bit of
fiendish creativity in the actual creation of the glyphs
themselves. Glyphs that differ by only a single element
(e.g., one glyph that is a triangle with two wavy lines,
and one that is a triangle with three wavy lines) can
make for many delightful snafus, as can glyphs that
have the same purpose but different names. There are
also many more possibilities for glyphs than the usual
fire damage, electrical damage, paralysis, and so forth,
which the Player’s Handbook details. Following are a
description of the mechanics of glyphs as they exist in
the author’s Cerilonian Campaign, a list of glyphs for
the reader’s perusal, and a few ideas for magic items
which pertain to glyphs. Happy Warding!

The third-edition update to this classic article
alters the rules for glyphs to make them useful to all
spellcasters. Originally presented as useful variations
on the glyph of warding spell, this article has been
expanded and slightly altered to make glyphs and
their creation a useful art.

For purposes of these rules, a glyph is any mystical
symbol imbued with arcane or divine energy. When
the symbol is disturbed, such as by an unwary rogue
stepping upon it, the glyph discharges its energy.

In addition to the new rules given here, a divine
caster can opt to use any of the presented symbols with
the glyph of warding spell

LEARNING GLYPHS

An arcane or divine spellcaster can learn the process
behind scribing or creating a glyph through the Glyph
Scriber feat.

GLYPH SCRIBER [GENERAL]

You have studied the art of using and inscribing
magical symbols known as glyphs. You can use these
symbols to create magical wards that protect you
against intruders.

Prerequisites: Knowledge (arcana) or Knowledge
(religion) 8 ranks, arcane or divine caster level 5th,

Benefit: You learn 2 glyphs and can learn more as
described below. You also gain the ability to scribe and
empower glyphs.

You must spend long hours in research at a
library, wizardly conclave, sorcerer’s union, or similar
institution. Each day, you must make a special
Knowledge (arcana) check, with your caster level as a
competence bonus. The DC of this check depends on
the resources available to you. This check represents
both your ability to uncover the information you need
and your ability to comprehend it. e
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You either select the glyph you want to learn or you
learn one at random.

RESOURCES DC
Extensive library 15
Large library 20
Mid-sized library 25
Small library 30

You can know up to one glyph per level of arcane
and divine spellcasting class you possess. Once you
learn a glyph you cannot “lose” its knowledge to learn a
different one.

UsinG GLYPHS

To use a glyph, you must scribe the glyph and invest it
with arcane or divine power. A divine caster can also
simply cast glyph of warding and use any of the glyphs
he knows to replace that spell’s standard options. In
this case, the caster simple uses the spell and ignores
the following rules.

Scribing a glyph requires 10 minutes of work and a
Craft (runes) skill check. The DC of this check depends
on the spell energy used at the time of the glyph's
creation. When you scribe a glyph, you must spend a
spell slot of at least 3rd level to grant it power. The Craft
DC equals 20 + spell level used. You may take 10 on this
check as normal. If you fail, you do not spend the spell
slot and can try again. Inserting the energy into the
glyph is the last step in the process of its creation.

A glyph created in this manner is weaker than one
created using glyph of warding. It can be set to discharge
when the first creature touches it or enters its square,
and it remains in place for 1 hour per level of the spell
slot spent to power it.

When you create a glyph in this manner, its caster
level equals double the level of the spell slot used to
create it. Its save DC equals 10 + your spellcasting ability
modifier + the spell slot’s level.

A glyph occupies a single 5-foot by 5-foot square.
The first creature to touch the glyph or enter its space
triggers the glyph and takes its effects.

If a glyph is scribed using finely powdered gems
worth 100 gp per spell level used to create it, the glyph
is permanent until discharged.

Aside from the changes noted above, a glyph scribed in
this manner acts as one created with glyph of warding.

In terms of the campaign, you can also use these
glyphs as various symbols and to describe the specific
effects of the options described under the standard

glyph of warding spell. A glyph of warding cast to deal
electrical damage might appear as the symbol beel.

In some cases, the glyphs given here are weaker
than the effects provided for by the spell. This is
intentional, as glyphs scribed by spending spell slots
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are more flexible and easier to access than those
created through the spell.

CerRILONIAN GLYPHS
The following forty-four glyphs add a great deal of
flexibility to spellcasters.

Akme: Deals fire damage to creatures
of any alignment other than lawful good.
It deals 1d6 points of damage per 2 caster
levels. A successful Reflex save halves
the damage.

Azedul: Causes paralysis for 1 round per
caster level, with the victim being able to
attempt a new save each round to break free.
Once free, the victim need not save again. A
successful Will save negates the paralysis

Beel: This glyph explodes into a crackling
ball of energy that deals 1d6 points of
electrical damage per 2 caster levels. A
successful Reflex save halves the damage.

Bora: Deals damage plus amnesia. This
glyph deals 2 points of damage per level
of caster and causes total amnesia in the
target for 1 minute per caster level. A
successful Will save halves the damage
and negates the amnesia. The amnesia causes a
spellcaster to lose access to 1d3 spell slots or prepared
spells, each of a different, random level (if possible). A
nonspellcaster loses the benefits of the skill ranks he
has in 1d3 randomly chosen skills. The target acts as
if untrained in that skill and gains no bonus from the
ranks spent on it. A target regains his spells or skill
ranks at the end of the effect’s duration.

Cand: Demon Ward. This glyph is
specifically designed to ward against
evil outsiders, Once activated, this glyph
prevents any such creatures from passing
through the space it occupies for 10
minutes per caster level. A Will save allows a creature to
pass. This is a mind-affecting ability.

Cino: Drains Strength. This glyph can
only be set with the touch trigger. The
target of this glyph must make a Fortitude
save or take a —1d6 penalty to Strength for
10 minutes per caster level.

Dage: Reverse of Akme. Deals fire
amage to creatures of any alignment
other than lawful evil. It deals 1d6 points
of damage per 2 caster levels. A successful
Reflex save halves the damage.

Dam: This glyph explodes into a ball of
flame that deals fire damage to creatures
of evil alignments only. It deals 1d6 points
of damage per 2 caster levels. A successful

} Reflex save halves the damage.
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x Ejo: Balance. This glyph deals 1d6 \ v
points of damage per 2 caster levels to any -

creature that does not have a neutral component to its
alignment. A successful Reflex save halves the damage.
Ez: Magicbane. This glyph drains charges
from any wand possessed by the toucher or
passer, 1 charge per caster level. It causes
uncharged items, such as magical weapons
and potions, to be unable to function for 1 round per
level of caster. The item appears to be a mundane object
of the relevant type. The magic is merely suppressed, not
destroyed. For example, a bag of holding is a normal sack for
the duration, but once this effect ends the contents within
it can be retrieved as normal. The target of this glyph is
allowed a Will save to negate the effect. Wands lose their
power automatically.

Fola: Causes uncontrollable muscle
spasms for 2 rounds per caster level. Victim
drops any held items, falls prone, and can
take only one action (standard or move) per

round. A successful Will save negates the effect.

Ginmore: Order. Deals 1d6 points of
electrical damage per 2 caster levels to any
target of chaotic alignment. A successful
Reflex save halves the damage.

Glyl: This glyph confuses its victim,
as per the confusion spell, for 1 round
per 2 caster levels. A successful Will save
negates the effect.

Han: Causes a blinding flash of light. The
creature activating the glyph and anyone
within 10 feet of the triggered glyph is
blinded for 1 round per 2 caster levels. A
successful Will save negates the effect.

Inda: Metalbane. All metal on the
passer or toucher of this glyph heats
up, as per the spell heat metal with a
caster level equal to the level of the spell
slot used to power this effect. A successful Will save
negates the effect.

Ik: Polymorph. Targets its victim with a
baleful polymorph spell that turns the victim
into an earthworm for 1 round per caster
level. A Fortitude save negates the effect.

Jend: Deals 1d6 points of fire damage
per 2 caster levels to creatures of good
alignments only. A successful Reflex save
halves the damage.

Kuan: The witherer. This glyph can
only be set with the touch trigger. It causes
the toucher’s limb to wither, affecting
whichever limb he touched the warded
area with. If the target walked on to the glyph, he moves
at half speed and takes a—4 penalty on all Balance checks
and Reflex saves. If he touched it with an arm, he cannot
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use that arm. This effect lasts for 1 round per caster
level. A successful Fortitude save negates the effect.

Lenden: The shortener. This glyph
targets the victim with reduce person, except
the spell affects any type of creature and
not just humanoids. A successful Fortitude
save negates the effect.

Lumat: The freezer. This glyph freezes the
target. It has the same effect as chill metal, but
the target takes damage as if he wears metal
armor, regardless of his actual equipment. A
successful Will save negates the effect.

Mot: Paperbane. This glyph causes the

‘ ink on all items of paper the toucher or

passer bears to temporarily fade. This

includes scrolls, maps (if on paper),
spellbooks, librams, manuals, and so on. Each item
fades for 1 minute per caster level.

Myb: Drains Dexterity. The target of
this glyph must make a Fortitude save
or take a 1d6 penalty to Dexterity for 10
minutes per caster level.

Nolon: Madness. This glyph causes the
toucher or passer to go temporarily insane,
screaming wildly, shaking as if with palsy,
and babbling about terrors in the dark. This madness
lasts 1 rounds per level of caster. A successful Will save
negates the effect. An insane victim cannot fight, be
reasoned with, or cast spells. He may move as normal,
and avoids attackers and other dangers as normal.

Ors: Life drain. This glyph grants 1
negative level to the target. A successful
Fortitude save negates the effect. This
level lasts for 1 round per caster level, and
it does not cause permanent level loss.

Ozha: Acid. This glyph explodes into a
shower of corrosive acid that sprays the
target. It deals 1d6 points of damage per
2 caster levels. A successful Reflex save
halves the damage. This damage also applies to any
rmor the target wears.

Pel: The silence. This glyph causes
the target to be struck deaf and blind
for 1 round per caster level. A successful
Fortitude save negates the effect.

Pogen: The raiser. This glyph causes
the activator to be hurled upwards at
tremendous speed and be smashed
against the ceiling. The victim is thrown
10 feet in the air per 2 caster levels. The victim takes
falling damage as normal, and takes an additional 1d6
points of damage per 2 caster levels if he strikes the
ceiling before soaring his full distance. A Reflex save
allows a target to avoid this effect, remaining on the
ground and taking no damage. i
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Qin: This glyph deals 1d6 points of fire
damage per 2 caster levels to whomever sets it
off. A successful Reflex save halves the damage.

Quolat: Poison. This glyph exposes
the target to a mild poison (Fort negates;
1d4 points of ability damage primary
and secondary damage). You choose the

targeted ability score when you create this glyph. .

Rimesh: The sanctifier. Deals 1d6 points
of damage per three caster levels against
evil living creatures. A successful Reflex save

halves the damage. Undead take 1d6 points of damage
per caster level.

Sovin: Causes disease. The glyph's creator
selects a disease as per the spell contagion,
The target is exposed to that disease and

must make a saving throw against it to resist its progress.

Use the save DC listed for the disease to determine its

course, rather than the standard DC for glyph effects.

Syat: The sleeper. The target of this
glyph falls asleep. A successful Will save
negates the effect. He may be awakened by

ormal means.

Tarrat: Drains Intelligence. The target of
Wthis glyph must make a Fortitude save or
take a —1d6 penalty to Intelligence for 10

minutes per caster level.

Unkin: The bleeder. This Glyph causes
any wounds on the target to open and
begin bleeding. Wounds continue bleeding
for 2 rounds per level of caster, dealing an

additional 2 points of damage per round. A successful
Fort save halves the duration (to only 1 round per
caster level). Binding and magic do not staunch this
blood loss, but dispel magic does. This glyph affects
only creatures that have taken damage from a physical
attack or spell within the past 6 hours. The glyph has
no effect on creatures uninjured in the past 6 hours,
nor on constructs, elementals, plants, undead, or other
creatures that lack or do not need blood.

Uvas: The web. This glyph has the
same effect as web centered on the glyph's
location, with a caster level determined as
normal for a glyph.

Vana: Demon ward. This glyph is exactly
like Cand and Jash, except that it affects
more powerful evil outsiders. Any demon
with HD less than or equal to the glyph’s
caster level automatically fails its save against Vana.
Spell resistance does not apply in this case.

Vyg: This glyph deals electrical damage
to all creatures with a lawful alignment.
Other creatures are unaffected. Vyg deals
1d6 points of damage per 2 caster levels. A
successful Reflex save halves the damage.
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Weirkan: The stoner. This glyph turns
the toucher or passer to stone for 1 round
per 2 caster levels. A successful Fortitude
save negates the effect.

Wod: The scream. When touched or
passed this glyph emits a monstrous
scream that stuns everyone within 20 feet
of its location for 1d3 rounds. A successful
Fort save sets the duration to 1 round. In addition,
nearby creatures and guards that hear this noise likely
come to investigate.

Xaj: This glyph explodes in an icy blast
that deals 1d6 points of cold damage per
2 caster levels. A successful Fortitude save
halves the damage.

Xorsan: Gembane. All gems, jewelery,
and other Diminutive items worth less

.

than 10 gp on the victim's person teleport
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from his possession to a spot within
100 feet of the glyph, per the creator’s choosing. A
successful Will save negates the effect. Such a spot is
usually within a locked box or chest.

Yagsha: The traveller. This glyph
transports the target as per the spell
dimension door to a spot of the glyph
creator’s choosing. A successful Will save
negates the effect. This spot must be selected when
the glyph is created.

Ylmis: Regression. This glyph targets
the creature that activates it with touch of
idiocy, per the spell. The penalties last for
10 minutes per level.

Zannit: Death. This glyph places a
minor curse on the victim. The next
time an opponent scores a critical
threat against the victim, the threat is
automatically confirmed.

Zic: Deals electrical damage and stuns
targets. Victims of this glyph take 1d6
points of electrical damage per 2 caster
levels and are stunned for 1 round per 3
caster levels. A Fortitude save halves the
damage and negates the stun effect.

The Answer is...
The Riddle!

by Mark Anthony, DRAGON #175, November 1991
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Alive without breath,

As cold as death;

Never thirsty, ever drinking,

All in mail never clinking.

¢ g —J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit

s

Riddles in the dark made for a rather nasty adventure
as far as a poor hobbit named Bilbo Baggins was
concerned—and they can do the same for player
characters in fantasy roleplaying games. If your
heroes are bored with fighting the same smelly orcs,
toss a riddle or two at them. Even the most calloused
adventurers start to sweat when it's “Answer—or else!”
(In case you're wondering, the answer to the riddle
above, as Gollum well knew, is “fish.”)

Riddles and perplexing puzzles of many sorts
are a perfect means to liven up an adventure when
roleplaying has become routine. Unlike tossing in
new twists on the same old physical dangers (“Okay,
folks, this time it's a plaid dragon!”), riddles provide
a new kind of challenge—a mental one—that can
restore vigor to a jaundiced campaign. And riddles
provide wonderful obstacles for low-level characters
who can't go out and fight the big stuff but who tire
of killing a score of kobolds in order to get twelve
copper pieces.

Riddles involve players directly with the action going
on. It’s not just rolling dice and looking at modifiers—
suddenly it's the players themselves and their own
abilities that determine whether or not they make it
through the adventure, find the treasure, rescue the
princess, or even escape with their characters’ lives!
In this way, riddles add a dimension of reality to an
adventure, making the excitement of the situation
more vivid in the player's mind, which makes for more
creative roleplaying.

THE RIDDLES THERE ARE
Many kinds of riddles and puzzles exist that a crafty
Dungeon Master might use.

WHAT AMm I?
The most basic sort is the What Am I? riddle, a bit of
poem or prose that describes some sort of object, place, or
event. These riddles generally have one answer and often
use vague language and rhyme to beguile the would-be
answerer. Bilbo's “fish riddle” is one example.
Try this for another example:
In daytime I lie pooled about,
At night I cloak like mist.
I creep inside shut boxes and
Inside your tightened fist.
You see me best when you can't see,
For I do not exist.
In case you haven't got the answer, here’s a different sort
of puzzle with the same answer as in the riddle above:
Devils and rogues know nothing else, save starlight.
Have you given up, or were they too easy? In either
case, the answer is “darkness.” The first riddle merely
describes the attributes of darkness, although in a
rather roundabout way. The second is a word puzzle
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where the first letter of every word provides the answer.
This one could have been even harder if the letters
required rearrangement. Below I explain in more
depth how I made these and other riddles. First, here
are a few other types of riddles worth mentioning.

PROPHECY
Similar to a What Am 1I? riddle, a prophecy describes
a situation that lies sometime in the future. Usually, a
prophecy cannot be understood until the appropriate
time or place arrives, and it’s up to the clever adventurer
to realize the prophecy's fulfillment and then react
accordingly. Say that the great hero Kaladan follows a
prophecy spoken over him at his birth by a witch, telling
him he will meet his destinyifhe ever reaches a particular
place. The prophecy states:

Your doom awaits you in a land

That treads upon the sea.

No matter where you turn and stand

One bearing will there be.

Here all colors fade to one;

Unclouded eyes can't see.

And sideways always runs the sun

Around your destiny.

One day, our hero journeys far into the northlands
of the world, where he travels over a frozen ocean
into the white, blinding land of the eternally setting
sun. If he's clever, he realizes this is the place the
prophecy described: the North Pole. (Or did the
prophecy mean the South Pole?) If he’s not clever...
well, let's hope his doom doesn't surprise him
too horribly.

While they can describe a variety of subjects, all
prophecies should have one thing in common:
excruciating vagueness! After all, that’s what keeps the
players on their toes, and it saves the DM from being
too exacting in setting up adventures for the future,
Note that the hero is not guaranteed to reach his destiny
(he might be killed beforehand), and he is certainly not
guaranteed to triumph in the end!

SECRET MESSAGES
A creative DM uses many other sorts of riddles and
puzzles to baffle his players as well. Secret messages are
a particularly fun method. Perhaps it’s a parchment with
a hidden message (perhaps a riddle in itself) written in
lemon juice. The message is invisible, but when held
over a fire (use care when doing this, of course!), the
lemon juice darkens, thereby revealing the message. Or
perhaps it's a map that, when folded in a special way,
reveals an all-new terrain, showing the way to a dungeon
entrance. Or maybe the players are forced to solve a
mathematical problem, a rebus, or a musical code in
which notes are letters. The possibilities are limited
only by the DM’s imagination and deviou's:ﬁigi,
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HippeN RIDDLES
Riddles don't have to be so straightforward, though. In
fact, you can riddle players without them even knowing
it if they don’t pay attention. Names, both those of
people and places, are a perfect medium for hidden
riddles. One way is to rearrange or reverse the letters
of a word or a name, thereby creating a new name (an
anagram). For example, a group of characters might just
have escaped their worst enemy, Doomfell, when they
happen upon a merry merchant named Lom de Lof
going their same direction. By the time they realize what
“Lom de Lof” spells when the letters are transposed it
might be too late!

Name riddles can also reveal something about the
place or person they name. A haggard wanderer called
Rex might really be a king, and a band of adventurers
searching for the legendary Black Valley might or might
not think of anything unusual when it comes to a town
called Ebonvale. Riddles can be everywhere, limited
only by the DM’s discretion and imagination. The more
riddles of this kind, the richer, more meaningful, and
more mysterious the fantasy campaign world becomes

DIFFICULTIES

Of course, riddles should be limited to the known
abilities of the players. For example, don't use a musical
code when no one in the group knows how to read music.
And riddles of the What Have I Got In My Pocket? type,
although remarkably successful for a certain hobbit, are
impossible to solve and quite unfair. However, the DM
shouldn’t hesitate to make riddles varied and difficult.
The best riddles are perfectly solvable, but only with a
goodly amount of creative thinking.

UsiNG RIDDLES

Although riddle types abound, ways in which to
use riddles are even more plentiful. Riddles can
replace almost any sort of physical barrier in an
adventure—particularly monsters and traps—that
might hinder characters on their way to the treasure
or other goal. And riddles, too, should follow the
same rules for placement as both monsters and
traps. Easier riddles exist in the upper dungeon
levels, but deeper down—where hoards of gold lie
hidden—the riddles become more complex, more
difficult, and more deadly if not solved.

To add to the suspense of riddle solving, players
should have to discover the answer in real time, not
game time. Of course, some riddles are long term.
A prophecy, for example, might not be solvable for
months or even years of game time, and a riddle-map
that leads the way to a dragon’s lair need not be solved
until the players wish to go there. But other riddles
can and should be more immediate, especially when
the stakes are high, to add tension and excitement

v




W T T [ A ,"‘:‘v.'i f;,l'!—,',w»";:- %

¥

g o

W T

B

QULASACS

=
=
=
=
]
3
p=s
o
a
oy
<
™~
1
.
i1
)
[ #51
(=]




=

to the game. It's difficult to be bored when one has
just three minutes to answer a djinn’s riddle or else
become trapped in the creature’s bottle. And a DM will
never see his players so involved with an adventure as
when their favorite high-level characters must solve
a puzzle in five minutes or be cast into the depths of
the Abyss. Riddle solving in real time is an experience
your players will not soon forget!

Riddles are also perfect for starting off a new
adventure. One character might have an ancient
map willed to her by a mysterious great uncle. The
map leads to a fabled temple, but there’s a riddle on
the map:

With this ancient map,

you must find your own way.
Don't heed the directions;
they'll lead you astray.

If first it seems odd,

then its help will be naught;
Infinity sideways

means nothing but ought.
If you lack direction,

can you go amiss?

Perhaps you might wish

to reflect upon this.

This riddle gives a set of instructions concerning
the use of the map. The first couplet lets the readers
know something’s up. The second tells her to ignore
odd numbers and to treat eights (“infinity sideways”)
as zeros, and the third couplet says that the directions
on the map are mirrored. With the riddle solved, the
adventurers can find the temple. Solving a mystery or
puzzle such as this provides a great motive for the start
of a group’s adventures and adds an extra dimension to
the usual orc-den raid.

Riddles also work particularly well when a group
has both beginning and experienced players.
Normally, the beginning players sit out on the
sidelines as the more seasoned players take over the
adventure, knowing just which spells their characters
must use, when to look for secret doors, and how the
DM'’s mind works. Riddles, however, even the score,
taking away any advantages an experienced player
might have. In fact, with the fresh way of looking
at roleplaying adventures most new players have,
they often tend to be the best riddle solvers of all!
By incorporating riddles into an adventure, the DM
can help the beginning player feel like he can actually
do something to help the group rather than have his
character simply cower at the rear of the marching
order. This in turn helps new players to get and stay
enthused about the game.

Working on the same principle, DMs can use riddles
to get an unruly campaign back under control. If the
players have become too powerful and ca‘t‘fﬁﬂl Jjust
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about anything sent their way, toss them something
they can't shake a sword at—preferably lots of them,
even a whole dungeon of riddles! A holy sword or
artifact does little in solving a riddle. The players
suddenly have to think for themselves instead of
tossing a few dice. Adventure and challenge are back
in the game.

Riddles can also liven up a hack-and-slash campaign
by providing an alternative to winning by might. DMs
can send their players the message that the mind
really can prevail over muscle. Instead of a squad of
skeletal knights guarding the gate of a forbidden city,
how about a pair of ponderous bronze gates inscribed
with a cryptic riddle? (Don’t forget what an interesting
time the fellowship of the Ring had getting through
the west gate of Morial) Or instead of the heroes
confronting a powerful wizard directly, perhaps an
ancient codex spells out another way they can bring
about his demise:

Both king and horse have this, of course,
But you'll want neither of them,
perforce.

If they’re clever, the adventurers realize that rain
(as opposed to the reign of a king and a horse’s reins)
might be deadly to this particular mage. They might
then devise some clever ruse to entrap him in a rain
shower rather than simply cutting him to bits.

Riddles also provide a convenient way for the DM
to give a group of players some desired piece of
information without having to be too obvious about
it. One of the characters could come across a strange
message carved into a wall by a warrior’s dying hand.
Another might find a scrap of parchment with part
of a riddle (even better than the whole thing) which
could provide a clue to finding a mage’s cache. DMs
can pretty easily find ways to introduce riddles into an
adventure. After all, introducing them doesn’t require
much logic. In fact, the players don’t even need to find
out just how the riddle got where it did. That can be
another mystery.

CREATING RIDDLES

No DM should feel intimidated by the task of creating
riddles. With a little imagination (which every DM
has already) and a few easy steps, thinking up riddles
is no more difficult than creating any other part of a
roleplaying adventure.

One of the first things to remember is that your
absolute best friend is a thesaurus (such as the one at
thesaurus.com). A thesaurus is loaded with plenty of
obscure words with which to stump your players. A
rhyming dictionary can also be of help if you get stuck
when making rhyming riddles. With these two tools
by your side, the rest is just thinking up an idea and
setting it down.



http://thesaurus.com

In creating What Am I? riddles, the first step is to think
of what you want to riddle about. This sounds awfully
basic, but consider your ideas carefully so that the riddle
describes precisely what you want to detail. Once you have
an object, idea, or concept that you think is describable,
interesting, and applicable to the situation in which it
is introduced, you're ready to begin. For example, for a
riddle mentioned earlier I chose darkness as my subject
(perfectly suitable for a riddle in some subterranean
cavern). The next step was to merely list some of its
attributes. In my case, I wrote down

« covers everything at night

« shadows in daytime

« inside things, like boxes

« see it when eyes are shut

« an absence of light, doesn’t really exist.

After this step, I was ready to arrange this information
in sentences—not a riddle, yet, but instead a descriptive
set of lines in an order in which I liked them.

It’s in shadows in daytime.

It covers the world at night.

It can hide inside things, like a box.

It can be seen when you shut your eyes.
It doesn’t really exist.

That wouldn't really stump anyone, but now comes
the final step. Put the sentences in as vague a language
as possible, use obscure words for common ones, and
use literary devices like metaphor and analogy, puns,
rhymes, and personification. For more information
about using any of these devices consult any standard
English writing manual.

In my case, I had the object describe itself'in the first
person. I also replaced “to be” verbs with “action” verbs;
instead of “being” in shadows, I had it “pooled about.”
In the place of rather ordinary words I put mysterious-
sounding ones that also helped to personify darkness,
giving it a life of its own. Instead of “covers” I used
“cloak” and instead of “hide” I used “creep,” making it
sound more devious. I also stuck in various descriptive
phrases such as “cloak like mist” and “inside your
tightened fist” purely for sake of rhythm and rhyme.

The end result was an interesting and usable riddle.
If this sounds difficult, just try it yourself. To go from
plain sentences to riddle-language, simply write in “lofty
language” and thumb through your thesaurus. You'll
have no problem whatsoever.

Other puzzles and riddles are just as easily created.
For a word puzzle, pick a code pattern after you choose
your idea. This type of riddle must have a fixed coding
system. It can be complex and difficult, but it must
be logical and regular in order to be solvable. In the
example of this type I gave earlier I decided to make
a sentence in which each word began with a letter
from the word “darkness.” The next step was to simply

think up a set of words that began with those letters.
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Once again, a thesaurus is a great help. Don't worry if
the sentence doesn't make complete sense. Riddles are
supposed to be cryptic, anyway!

To make the riddle more complex, I could have created
a puzzle in which the first letter of each word had to be
rearranged to get the answer (an anagram acronym). Or
chose the last letter in each word as the important one.
Or had every third word pulled out to form a message.
Or wrote the message backwards. The possibilities are
limitless. Remember, no matter how plain and apparent
the pattern seems to you, the players have no idea just
what type of riddle you've given them. They might try
to solve it as a What Am I? riddle when the superficial
meaning has nothing to do with the answer at all and it’s
the hidden code that’s important.

Creativeness can yield a multitude of other original
puzzle and riddle ideas. A seemingly ordinary message
could have a symbol embossed upon it that shows up

only with a pencil-rubbing. DMs might buy blank, pre- -

cut jigsaw puzzles and create their own puzzle maps.
A new message might be revealed when a parchment
is folded in a certain way. Players will have a great (if
sometimes frustrating) time solving any of these and
countless other riddles. Having actual physical objects
to manipulate brings the game to life in a new way
and gives the player a more vivid feel for their
character’s situation.

Any way they're used, riddles can restore life and
excitement to roleplaying by putting brand new twists
on the same old challenges. If your players are looking
for a little new adventure, the answer is... the riddle!

Runes

by Phil Taterczynski and Roger Raupp, DRAGON #69,
January 1983

A band of adventurers tramp through what seems like miles of
endless, featureless corridors devoid of any traces of the enemy
when suddenly a fighter notices a set of symbols carved in the
wall. “What do they say?” he mutters.

The wizard moves forward to apply his skill. “These are runes,”
he says, “fortunately of the common sort. I think I can read
them...." He concentrates for a moment, then adds, “They warn
of deadly peril ahead for any who are brave enough to pass.”

Runes are one of the oldest forms of writing known to
exist in Western Europe and Scandinavia. The cultures
of those areas in pre-medieval and medieval times used
them extensively.

Since this era roughly parallels the technology and
culture of most DuNGEONS & DRAGONS campaigns,
DMs might find it useful to incorporate runes into
their fantasy settings.
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A modern dictionary defines a “rune” as a letter in one
of several old Germanic alphabets, or simply as an occult
symbol. The word “rune” translates from Old Germanic
as “secret lore;” in Anglo-Saxon, the same word means
“secret.” A similar Anglo-Saxon word, runa, translates to
“magician” and the Norse word runar means “friend.”
All of these descriptive words relate to the history of the
rune—a past often blurred by superstition, myth, and
misinterpretation.

Scandinavian legends offer varying accounts of how
runes were discovered, and even today it is a popular
misconception that runes developed in those lands.
The following is an excerpt from the poem Havamal
(“Sayings of the High One”), words of wisdom as
spoken by Odin, the chief god of Norse mythology. In
this account, Odin finds a runic alphabet at the price of
many torments:

I know that I hung from the windy tree,

For all of nine nights, stuck by a spear,

Given to Odin, myself to myself;

Of that tree, no one knows whence run its roots.
I was brought no bread, no horn to drink from.
I gazed down, then grasped the runes,

Crying aloud, finally I fell.

You shall find runes and read the staves

Great strong staves, great mighty letters,

The mighty sage wrote them,

Given by the gods, made by their chief.

Do you know how te write?

Do you know how to read?

Another Norse myth relates how a Valkyrie (one of
the female warrior-servants of the Norse gods who
carried away men slain in battle) gave the mighty hero
Sigurd the knowledge of how to use magic runes and
also obtain the favor of Tyr, the god of war: “For victory
one should carve Runes in thy sword-hilt and twice
name Tyt

GerMANS GoT THE IDEA FIRST
Although these tales from folklore are interesting, they
do not tell the entire truth of the matter. Actually, it is
among the early Germanic people—not the Norsemen—
that the history of the rune begins. The Germanic people
lived in northern Europe from the time of the earliest
surviving descriptions of the lands north of the Alps. A
Roman historian named Posidonius, who died in 50 BCE,
mentioned the Germans in his books of histories. In
98 cE, Cornelius Tacitus wrote detailed accounts of the
Germanic tribes in a book called Germania. These tribes
appear in later historical references as the barbarian
Angles, Franks, Goths, Lombards, Teutons, Vandals, and
others who kept the Romans busy in the final days of
their empire.

The Germans, according to Tacitus, had a high
regard for omens, and used sticks—each marked with a
‘ &
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different sign—to cast fortunes. The signs used on the
sticks might not have been runes, but this is where the
history of runes starts.

In earlier times, the Germanic tribes and their
forerunners used written or carved symbols as
representations of events, ideas, and objects. Although
not runes in the sense of the term as defined here, they
could be considered descendants of runes. Carvings
from the late Bronze Age and early Iron Age, some made
as long ago as 1600 BCE, are found on rocks throughout
Scandinavia, particularly in Sweden. These prehistoric
symbols, known as Hallristningar, represent man and
nature: tools, body parts, animals, and sun symbols. (We
can consider the era during which these marks were
originally scribed as prehistoric, since the people of
these lands were at the time far more primitive than
the Greeks or Egyptians to the south.)

It is believed these symbols carried deep religious
and mystic significance, showing in pictures the power
of the things they represented. These symbols were
apparently not used as a form of writing, although it is
reasonable to assume that the people who used them
gave names to each one. A modern example of the same
principle is the skull-and-crossbones symbol, which
conveys a meaning of “poison” or “danger” to someone
viewing it but is not actually a word or part of our
alphabet in itself.

THEORIES OF THE ORIGIN OF RUNES
Inscriptions using letters resembling runes appear in
rock carvings found near the Alps dating from about
235 CE. They are clearly related to later runes, and many
letters also look similar to their Latin counterparts.
Some think these symbols belonged to the Etruscans, a
tribe from northern Italy.

Authorities don’t all agree, however, on the exact
time and place of the origin of runes. The alphabets
of the Etruscans, Greeks, Illyrians, Phoenicians,
and Romans, as well as the Hallristningar, have all
been proposed as the particular or primary source.
The most popular theory on the origin of runes
incorporates several of the possible answers: The
Germanic tribes, coming into close and frequent
contact with literate cultures, could well have taken
the idea of an alphabet and used it. If so, they could
have easily borrowed symbols from the alphabet of
their neighboring tribe, the Etruscans.

In about 350 CE, the Romans began to hire German
mercenaries to fight beside their own legions. This
would have given the Germans very close contact with
the Roman culture and also its alphabet, as well as the
opportunity to travel throughout the Mediterranean.
In such travels the Germans could also have come in
contact with the writing systems of the Greeks and
other more remote cultures. When the mercenaries




came home, they most likely brought with them
influences from all these encounters.

Wny Runes Look THE WAy
Tuey Do

The origin of runes might be disputed, but why they
possess the forms they do is not. Whether Germanic,
Scandinavian, or another of many types, runes have
one thing in common: The letters are stiff and angular,
usually composed of vertical or perpendicular staves,
onlyrarely (if ever) horizontal ones. The early Germanic
tribes were barbaric in comparison to the cultures of
the Mediterranean, whose alphabets descended from
scripts painted or inked on various surfaces or incised
in soft materials like plaster or clay. In contrast, wood
and stone were the materials most readily available
for scribing in the north. Germanic symbols had to be
simple in form to make them easy to carve into those
difficult surfaces. When the Germans used wood (as
was most common), they carved runes along the length
of a tree limb or slab of wood with one side shaved flat.
Horizontal staves are less frequent in the characters,
since carving a horizontal stave could split the grain
and mar the work. For more permanent inscriptions,
the Germans used stone. Later, as metalworking
developed, they inscribed various sorts of finished
metal items.

After their creation, all the Germanic peoples quickly
adopted runes. For a period of time, Hallristningar
symbols and runes appeared in the same carvings. A
spearhead dating from the third-century cE, found
near Kovel in the western Ukraine, bears engravings of
both kinds of markings. At that time and until around
500 CE, the German tribes invaded and warred with
the Roman Empire and were constantly on the move.
Migrations and wars brought many different tribes
into contact, and this undoubtedly helped spread
runes through the entire Germanic world.

In the early days of their existence, runes were
used almost exclusively for one of two purposes: for
inscriptions and (in the minds of the superstitious, at
least) for magic.

Many of the inscriptions were memorials to
dead friends or kinsmen, a memento of a visit, or
something referring to the craftsman or builder of
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the inscribed item. Norse mercenaries in the employ
of the Byzantine Emperor carved runes on a statue
of a lion in Piraeus, Greece. A runic inscription
found at Kingitorissoak, Greenland, reads: “Erling
Sighvatsson and Bjarni Thordarson and Endridi
Jonsson on the Saturday before the minor Rogation
Day built these cairns.”

Such rune-stones can be found in any of the lands
where the Scandinavians lived. Today there are some
2,500 known to exist in Sweden alone, with another
1,500 scattered all over Denmark, Finland, Greenland,
Iceland, Russia, Norway, and even North America.

Other inscriptions can be found on weapons,
jewelry and coins. Runes were scratched on weapons
to label them with the names of the owner, the maker,
the owner’s patron deity, or the weapon itself. The
Kovel spearhead, mentioned above, carries the name
“Attacker.” The Chessel Down sword, found in a Jutish
grave on the Isle of Wight, has on it the words “increase
to pain.” The runes on this sword show Anglo-Saxon
influences, which indicates that it was forged by Danes
or their descendants living in England.

On the rim of a gold drinking horn recovered in
Germany there was found the inscription: “I, Hlewegast,
Holt's son, made this horn.” The horn itself was
decorated with hunting and battle scenes resembling
those found on rune-stones.

The use of runes on coins had begun by the time of
the Anglo-Saxon kings Pada, who ruled from 655 to 657
cE, and Ethelred (675-704). Their names appear on coins
minted in the kingdom of Mercia. A coin from East
Anglia contains a runic inscription commemorating
King Ethelbert, who died in 794.

Over the years, runic alphabets developed into many
different forms. Often runes themselves looked the
same, but what they represented differed from kingdom
to kingdom. Today all the different runic alphabets are
generally categorized into three types: Anglo-Saxon,
Germanic, and Scandinavian.

THE “FUTHARK” SYSTEM
Although the values, form, and total number of
characters in each runic alphabet often varied, during
and after the height of their use they were nearly
always organized in a system called the “futhark”—an
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arrangement of the runes in an alphabet into five
divisions, the first of which spelled the word “futhark”
(or a similar word, depending on the country).

It is possible the “futhark” users borrowed the
arrangement from a Celtic writing system called
Ogham, which was distinctly different from runes: this
writing consisted of slashes cut into the corner of a
beam or stone, but they were arranged into divisions in
a like manner.

THE DECLINE OF RUNES

In the year 1000, Iceland became a Christian nation by
vote in the Althing, the national assembly, and Greenland
converted within a few years. This turn of events led to
the adoption of the Roman alphabet in those areas, and
so to the passing of the last of the runic scripts.

The Church was indirectly responsible for the
decline in use of runes in most cases. Along with
fostering the spread of Christianity, it also encouraged
literacy and education. Latin was the alphabet and
language churchmen taught to converts. Since the
runic alphabets had never been widely developed into
a manuscript form, the Roman letters became more
popular, and thus the full development of runes into
a manuscript language never took place. An exception
to this norm was a Goth named Waulfilas, who worked
to bring Christianity to his people. He translated the
Bible into the Gothic language and invented a script
that used many runelike letters.

Although the church didn't always actively try to
suppress the use of runes, no doubt some parishes
did. Even after the Roman alphabet became widely
used, some parts of the population held on to the
use of runes. Such people were mostly loremasters
and poets, those who maintained the legends and
knowledge of their societies’ pre-Christian cultures.
Many of the Church’s advocates frowned upon much
of this knowledge and considered it paganism, black
magic, and contrary and offensive to t%tjmys of
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the church. Runic writing was looked on with equal
disfavor, considered to have mystic properties because
it was the means by which these pagans recorded their
thoughts and recollections.

Runes have resurfaced in history since their decline,
but onlyin isolated cases. Two Swedish military leaders
used runes: Admiral Mogens Gyldenstjerne, in the year
1543, kept a private journal written in runes. General
Jacob de la Gardie used a runic military code system
during the Thirty Years’ War in the early 17th century.
The use of runes as a craftsman’s mark survived among
guilds and other artisans’ groups. Adolf Hitler, in his
efforts to incorporate Teutonic mythology into Nazi
ideology, used runic and Hallristningar symbols. Two
outstanding examples are the swastika, a mystic sign
which originated as a sun symbol, and the double sig
(“victory”) emblem worn by SS troops.

Recently, the popularity of fantasy literature—
spearheaded by the publication of the work of JRR.
Tolkien—has brought about a renewed interest in runes.
Different authors have devised different runic alphabets
for use in their works, prompting more people than ever
before to wonder where the whole idea came from.

All of the foregoing offers an overview of how runes
came about and where they went, and a bit about
how they were used along the way. Unfortunately, few
accounts have survived about the actual use of runes
by, and their effect upon, historical personages. Little
is known about the “inside story” of runes during the
Dark Ages. However, one such legendary tale involving
an actual person does exist, although the story might
have been exaggerated over the years.

EGIL SKALLAGRIMSSON AND

His Saca

The tale of Egil Skallagrimsson survives as one of the
legends of the Vikings—stories which are well-known,
and rightly so, for they offer an inside view of a dynamic
young society. Although these stories were finally written
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down during the Christian period, many of them were
maintained through generations of oral story-telling
going back to prehistoric times. Iceland became the
home of the majority of the surviving manuscripts,
and the Icelandic scribes for the most part failed to
succumb to the temptation many clerical copyists felt to
Christianize their culture’s tales. Thus, the Viking sagas
present a reasonably dependable portrait of prehistoric
Nordic society. Since Iceland was and remains the home
of the sagas, however, it is no surprise that the central
figures in most of them are Icelanders.

One such figure, Egil Skallagrimsson, a warrior and
rune-master, is told about in a tale called simply Egil’s
Saga. The story contains several passages and parts
that describe Egil using runes for various purposes,
including healing, the placing of curses, and detection.
These accounts were written sometime around the year
1230, telling of events that took place from the years 858
to 990 CE, beginning with the story of Egil’s father and
uncle and ending with Egil’s death. Two of the tales are
summarized below:

Egil, his comrade Olvir, and their crew were traveling
by ship and landed on Atley Island, one of the estates of
King Eirik Bloodaxe. The caretaker of the King's land—
2 man named Bard—offered to let Egil, Olvir, and
the men stay in a barn, gave them straw for bedding,
and only bread, sour curds, and skyr (a sour, partially
fermented whey drink) to eat, claiming he had nothing
better. Meanwhile King Eirik and his wife Gunnhild sat
in the main hall, presiding over a feast. The king asked
where his caretaker was, and a man replied, “Bard is out
looking after his guests.”

“What sort of guests are these,” said the king, “that
he'd rather be with them than here with us?” The man
replied they were some of the Chieftain Thorir's men,
which indeed Egil and the others were.

“Go out and inform them,” said the king, “that I want
them to come inside.”

The king warmly welcomed Egil, Olvir, and their
men. Olvir sat at the king’s side, with Egil next to them,
and they all drank toasts (refusing would have been
a slight to the king) until Olvir's men became quite
intoxicated. Bard, displeased with how things had
turned out, pressed one ale-filled horn after another on
Olvir, hoping to embarrass him. Egil, however, began
to drink Olvir's share. Bard remarked how great Egil’s
thirst was and passed him another full horn, Egil took
the horn and spoke this verse:

You spoke to this ogre-slayer of a scanty feast

While there was a sacrifice—a woman'’s cunning.
It was a badly kept secret, your unseen guests,

This meanness lasted too long, small-hearted Bard.

Bard told him to drink and stop being abusive,
whereupon Egil drank everything proffered to himself
‘and Olvir.
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Then Bard turned to the queen and complained that
this man insulted his hosts by claiming to be thirsty no
matter how much he was given. The queen and Bard
conspired to put poison in a drink, and the queen gave
it to Egil, ordering him to quaff'it.

Egil brought out his knife and stabbed his palm, then
took the horn, carved runes into it, and smeared them
with his blood while saying:

Cut runes in the horn. Redden them with blood.

Then speak the words of the rite, a poem over the horn.
Drink this draught who will, the glad maid’s gift,

But note which mouth it's meant for, this ale Bard
has signed.

With that the horn burst asunder, splashing the
poisoned ale to the floor.

This legendary incident indicates the potency of the
magic attributed to runes.

Egil killed Bard that same night, and in so doing
earned the lasting enmity of Eirik and Gunnhild.

The second tale takes place sometime later, when Egil
returned to Norway to pursue a lawsuit concerning his
wife’s inheritance. King Eirik declared him an outlaw,
and in retaliation Egil attacked the king’s hall on the
Isle of Herle and killed the king's son Rognvald.

After the battle, when his crew was ready to sail, Egil
climbed onto a rock outcropping on the island that
faced the mainland of Norway. He took a horse’s head
and set it on a hazelwood staff, saying, “Here I set up a
staff of scorn, and place this scorn on the hand of King
Eirik and Queen Gunnhild.”

He then pointed the horse’s head toward the mainland
and continued, “And I place this also on the spirits of the
land, that they all should be lost and unsettled, until they
drive King Eirik and Queen Gunnhild from this land.”
Egil stuck the staff between the rocks and left it there with
the head facing the mainland, cut runes in the staff to
proclaim his speech, and returned to his men to set sail.

Egil's curse was fulfilled, or so it would seem: King Eirik’s
brother, Haakon, returned from a stay in England soon
afterward. The brothers shared the kingship for a while,
but Haakon eventually drove Eirik from the throne.

UsiNG RUNES IN ROLEPLAYING
After learning the legendary and historical facts about
runes, many DMs and players in fantasy roleplaying
games can easily imagine how to use runes in an
adventure or a campaign. Runic alphabets can be
designed as a form of code, with cryptic messages
carved into walls, doors, monuments, or whatever else,
as memorials or warnings. A character’s weapons and
armor might carry runic inscriptions of the equipment’s
name or the name of its (past or present) owner.

The DM might allow sorcerers or wizards to carve
runes for the casting of some spells instead of using
material components. If a DM allows characters tg learn
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a runic alphabet, the character might use it to mark
maps, write spells into spellbooks, or send messages.

The possibilities for using runes in gaming seem
great, but there are some limiting factors to keep
in mind. If several cultures use runes, similarities
and differences between the various systems should
be accounted for. Are these cultures living in close
proximity to one another? If so, is there then a reason
for their runes to illustrate influences gained from one
another? For instance, imagine a fairly civilized group
of elves who had long ago developed their linguistic
and writing skills living next to a society of humans
who had only recently (in Elvish terms) developed such
skill. If both cultures have runic alphabets, chances are
great that the human alphabet demonstrates a lot of
Elven influence. When considering the runic system
of a particular culture in a world where runes are in
widespread use, a DM should be able to answer these
questions: Did this culture develop its runes or borrow
them from someone else? If so, who? When? How?
And why?

If a society or culture in a campaign develops runes
independently, then the materials they use for carving
must be considered when determining the rune
character designs. For example, the Germans had very
simple runes that had either vertical or perpendicular
staves because such a formation was easiest to carve
into wood, their most abundant material. In a fantasy
campaign, dwarves who created their runes for carving
into stone or metal wouldn't be restricted by such a
form, since most metal and stone doesn’t have a grain.
However, they would still probably use straight staves,
to keep carving fairly efficient. A culture that used
runes in a script form, instead of in carvings, would
most likely form the characters for ease of writing
with a pen or brush.

Once the general method of employment of runes
in a campaign has been laid out, it then becomes
necessary to develop a system for creating runic
alphabets, matching symbols to sounds, and scribing
the runes. This article offers a sample Common tongue
runic alphabet. This alphabet, or a form of it, might be
usable as a starting point, since most D&D characters
know Common. Much of the following system can be
incorporated into other alphabets as well.

These Common runes were designed under the
assumption that the Common tongue is equivalent
to English, since it is the Common language for most
D&D players and both English and Common are
combinations of many different languages.

The Common runic alphabet has a few more
symbols than the twenty-six letters of the English
alphabet. This is justified by the likelihood of the
different evolution of such a language in a fantasy
campaign. A writing system that developéa.-_lwithout
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the influences that affected the English language
quite possibly might have individual symbols for
sounds that can only be obtained in English by a
compound-letter form (such as “ch” or “th”). Also,
to speed the carving of runes, symbols would likely
be created for commonly used words, so a thing or
a concept could be expressed with one character
instead of a series of characters.

Another aspect of English someone trying to learn
the language might consider awkward is that words are
not always pronounced phonetically. In a fantasy world
where a truly universal Common tongue develops, the
language probably does not exhibit such tendencies—
or the inaccuracies that once did exist might have been
eradicated over time.

To translate scribed runes into English words,
consider how a letter sounds instead of just how it
looks, because sometimes multiple letter-symbols in
English represent the same sounds. To translate the
other way (from English into runes to be carved), break
down the English words phonetically and spell them as
they sound.

In the Common Tongue runes, there are more
vowel sounds given than there are vowel characters in
English. This is done so the sound a vowel (or vowel
combination) makes can be accurately depicted. Using
similar reasoning, consonant characters that represent
sounds similar or identical to other consonants have
been eliminated: for instance, the letter “c” does not
exist in this alphabet, since the sound it makes in a
word can be expressed by an “s” or “k” character.

Players and DMs have to consider what sorts of
materials and techniques are available for scribing or
writing the runes onto a surface. Geography has an effect
on available materials, just as it did with the Germanic
tribes. Tree limbs and large rocks, for instance, were in
abundance where the Germanic tribes lived. In a fantasy
environment that contains large trees and rocks, these
would be obvious and often-used surfaces for carving.
In a world devoid of trees or rocks (a distinct possibility
in a fantasy milieu), choices for a carving medium would
be restricted to other suitable and available materials.

Runes can also be carved on manufactured items—
rings, weapons, gauntlets, and so forth. Even a world
that doesn’t contain an abundance of suitable raw
materials contains weapons, magic items, and other
things that can be inscribed.

Runes can be written (applied upon a surface instead
of being etched into it) on almost any material that
accepts ink, pigment, charcoal, or other writing media.
Parchment, animal hide, or—for the very lavish—
vellum (calf’s hide finely tanned and scraped) hold ink
from a quill or pigment from a brush.

Historically, certain techniques were used in the
configuration of rune characters in or on a surface.
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On free-standing stones (runestones), the characters
were often carved between parallel borders in the form
of a2 winding “snake” design that served to embellish
the work and make the stone more attractive. A less
artistic method of carving was to simply put down the
characters in “rune-rows” set off from one another by
straight horizontal lines, often spaced so that the tops
and bottoms of the rune characters touched the lines.

Words were not usually set off by spaces between
them; rather, one would be separated from the next by
a dot or a small “x.” Words were also distinguished by
painting them in different colors, but if the coloring
washed or wore away, the message could become
rather cryptic. In addition, according to many legends
(including Egil's Saga), the magic of runes would not
work unless the writing was smeared with blood.

Aswithany other subject that has a foundation in history,
the concept of runes can be adapted by players and DMs for
use in a D&D game without necessarily remaining totally
faithful to history. Perhaps a runic alphabet develops into
the most widely used form of communication in a fantasy
world. Or, perhaps the “art” of scribing runes only partially
develops and is known only to a select few. Any system is
appropriate, as long as it’s logical, and as long as it fits in
the world for which it was designed.

Runestones

by Ed Greenwood, DRAGON #69, January 1983

One night Elminster and I were sharing what fantasy
writer Lin Carter calls a “round of converse” (the sage
has acquired a weakness for pifia coladas, a beverage
unknown in the Realms from whence he comes), and
our talk turned to the dwarves.

Elminster thought the picture of the Hill Dwarf
in the D&D Monster Cards very striking. While he
admired it, your wily editor asked if he knew of any
written dwarvish records: tomes of lore, for instance,
and, ahem, magic. Elminster chuckled and reached
into one of the many pockets in his voluminous
robes (yes, I know he looks odd, but the neighbors
think I'm strange anyway), coming out with his pipe
and pouch—and a stone, which he handed to me.

“Dwarves seldom write on that which can perish,”
Elminster said, lighting up. “Rarely, they stamp or
inscribe runes on metal sheets and bind these together
to make books, but stone is the usual medium: stone
walls in caverns, stone buildings, pillars, or standing
stones—even cairns. Most often, they write on tablets—
‘Tunestones,’ as we call them in the Common Tongue.”

ThestoneIheld wasflatand diamond shaped,aboutan
inchthick,and of some veryhard rock 1 did notrecognize.
It was deep green in color, polished smooth, but it was

)

not, Elminster assured me, any sort of jade. The face of &

the stone was inscribed with runes in a ring or spiral
around the edge, and at the center bore a picture. Some
runestones have pictures inrelief,and are used as seals or
can be pressed into wet mud to serve as temporary trail
markers underground.

To a dwarf; all runestones bear some sort of message.
Most are covered with runic script; Elminster knows
of three such scripts. One of them, known as “Dethek,”
translates directly into Common, and all of the stones
he showed me that night and subsequently were in this
script. The runes of this script are simple and made up
of straight lines, for ease in cutting them into stone. No
punctuation can be shown in Dethek, but sentences are
usually separated by cross lines in the frames that hold the
lines of script, words are separated by spaces, and capital
letters have a line drawn above them. Numbers enclosed
in boxes (within the frames) are dates, day preceding year
by convention. There are collective symbols or characters
for identifying peoples (clans or tribes) or races. If any
runes are painted, names of beings and places are
commonly picked out in red, while the rest of the text is
colored black or left as unadorned grooves.

Runestones are commonly read from the outer edge
toward the center; the writing forms a spiral which
encloses a central picture. In the case of the first stone
Elminster showed me (Elminster said the stone he
showed me came from a place now destroyed), the crude
central picture identified the writer as a warrior (shown
as a hammer) of the House of Helmung, now thought
to be extinct. (His name, “Nain,” is written above the
shield of Helmung, as is the custom. A dwarf of some
importance would place his personal rune there.)

Runestones telling a legend or tale of heroism usually
have a picture of the climactic scene described in the
text; grave markers or histories usually reproduce the
face or mark of the dwarves described. The central
symbol might also be a commonly understood symbol
(for example, a symbol of a foot for a trail marker, or
an inverted helm to denote safe drinking water), or
sometimes nothing more than simple decoration.

Runestones serve as genealogies and family burial
markers, Elminster told me, and record tales of great
events and deeds of valor. They might be inventories of
the wealth of a band or private messages which would
be meaningless to all but a few individuals.

One stone was found in a labyrinth of dwarven
caverns cut into a mountain range, serving as a very
plain warning—to those who knew the script—of a
pit trap just beyond. Another, somewhere in the same
abandoned dwarf-halls, is reputed to hold a clue to the
whereabouts of the Hammer of Thunderbolts once
borne in the Battle of the Drowning of Lornak.

“But you,” Elminster said, looking innocently up at
the smoke rings slowly rising in the evening sky.above
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his rocking chair, “will as usual be most interested in
treasure.” I made him another drink, and in silence we
watched the fireflies play around the garden fountains. I
waited,and finallyhe spoke."Apart from those stones that
are treasure maps—usually directions hidden in those
cryptic verses people write when they think they're being
clever—a few stones are themselves magical, or adorned
with gems.”

Later meetings with Elminster yielded three examples
of treasure-map stones, and two examples of magical
stones: arecord in the Book of Passing Years that mentions
a runestone that is attuned to point north or toward a
specific location, and almost forty references in the folk
tales and ballads of the northern Realms to runestones
that spoke (via a magic mouth spell) when certain persons
were near, or when certain words—sometimes nothing
more than nonsense words inscribed upon the stone
itself, to be read aloud—were said over it.

Some nonmagical runestones contain warnings or
poetry, but most often their songs are treasure-verses.
A few such verses he showed to me; Elminster assures
me that as far as he knows, no one has yet found the
treasures hinted at in the examples he provided. All of
them await any adventuring band that is strong and
brave, of keen wits and good luck. “That’s why,” he
added dryly, “they haven't been found yet.”

Tesseracts

ORr, MAKING METICULOUS
MAPMAKERS MAD

by Gary Jordan, DRAGON #17, August 1978

A tesseract, as everyone (or at least readers of Robert
A. Heinlein’s “And He Built A Crooked House”) knows,
is a four-dimensional cube or “hypercube” This
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means a cube extended in a direction simultaneously
perpendicular to all three of its axes so that each cube
of a tesseract shares a common side and four common
edges with each cube adjacent to it and with each cube
immediately adjacent to the adjacent cube.

Confused? Wondering what in the name of Anubis
this has to do with D&D and mapmaking? All will be
made clear—at least as clear as is necessary to make
use of the idea (most Americans, for example, can't
completely explain the internal combustion engine but
we keep right on driving cars anyway).

The tesseract is a mathematical abstraction whose
properties are known and easily applied and adaptable
to D&D. Look at figure 3 (page 165). Bear in mind that
each of the shapes shown is in fact a perfect square,
which is meant to represent a floor plan of a cubical
room. Therefore we have a central room (C), an eastern
room (E), a southern room (8), a western room (W), a
northern room (N), and another room we'll call the
frame room (F). Not shown are the upper room (U) and
lower room (L) which border the top and bottom of the
central room.

Of course, some method should be provided for
eventual escape—such as a ring or bracelet which allows
the wearer and those around him to pass through one
of the doors of room C into the dungeon beyond. Sucha
device should be usable only in this tesseract, naturally.
The more cruel DMs among us would no doubt leave
out such frills, forcing the hapless party to rely on knock
or teleport spells, wishes, or even divine intervention.

Going by the description given above, we can see
that since E is adjacent to C, it must share a wall with
N and a wall with S. As represented, each room does
the same thing with adjacent rooms. Now for the real
mind boggler: room F. F is adjacent to E; the rooms
immediately adjacent to E are N and S; therefore F
shares a wall with N and a wall with S. But sharing a wall
makes the rooms adjacent, and W is adjacent to both
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N and §, so F must share its fourth and final wall with
W, which means that room F is the room outside the
square formed by the outer walls of E, N, W, and S.

For the purposes of the DM, all he need do is make
some notation and keep a separate map (such as figure 3),
which gives him the basic floor plan of his tesseract. The
arrows show the relationships of the walls well enough
and still allow the DM to furnish the rooms in the proper
dimensions. This floor plan also shows the rooms directly
above and below the central room, to which some access
should be planned. These two rooms present some
interesting problems (to be explained later). For now,
let’s look at our basic plan. Suppose a party meanders
down a corridor and comes across a rather plain-looking
door. After checking for traps, listening at the door, and
so on, the party enters room C.

So long as any door remains open, the tesseract is not
activated. Opening a second door allows the party to
pass through room C as though the others didn't exist.
If all four doors are allowed to be closed at the same
time, no matter how briefly, thereafter all doors will
lead to the next room of the tesseract.

As previously mentioned, rooms U and L present
peculiar problems. An anomaly might become
apparent: if one enters F by climbing through the
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ceiling of U, one finds oneself climbing through the
ceiling of F upside down! And of course the corollary
holds true for room L.

Unless you're the type of DM who delights in having
people fall on their heads, it is highly recommended
that you not 